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PREFACE., 


rpHE object of these volumes is to trace by means of the records deposited 
in the Foreign Department of the Government of India, the history of 
our Indian Empire from 1772, the year Warren Hastings became Governor of 
Bengal, to the Ist of February 1786, the day on which he resigned the oflBcc of 
Governor-General. The story of the administration of Warren Hastings— one of 
the most important periods in the history of our Empire— is told by the letters 
and narratives, the dissents and discussions of the chief actors. These have been 
printed letter by letter exactly as they were entered day by day in the Secret 
Proceedings of the Select Committee of Council. These Proceedings contain, as 
Sir James Stephen remarks, the most interesting, authentic and curious collec- 
tion of State papers in the world. The Government of the Company, as Burke/ 
pointed out, was a government of writing, a government of record, and they con-, 
trived that every proceeding in public council should be written— no debates! 
merely verbal. “ The arguments, first or last, are to be in writing and recorded.j 
All other bodies, the House of Lords, Commons, Privy Council, Cabinet Council 1 
for secret State deliberations, enter only resolves, decisions, and final resolutions’ 
of affairs ; the argument, the discussion, the dissent, does very rarely, if at all i 
appear. But the Company has proceeded much further and done much morei; 
wisely, because they proceeded upon mercantile principles ; and they have pro-|i 
vided, either by orders or by course of office, that all shall be written — the pro-*' 
position, the argument, the dissent.” By the study of the proposition, tho argu- 
ment, the dissent, the historical student is now enabled to form an independent 
judgment of events, and still more of the actors and their motives. In the case 
of Hastings and his administration, the world has not been sufficiently careful 
to test motives and actions, and has accepted without challenge the verdict 
of unscrupulous opponents and political partisans. The exaggerated charges 
of Burke against Hastings have left a stain, not only on the character of the 
man who founded our Empire, but on the nation whoso minister ho was. To the 
eloquence of Burke was first due the impression that our Indian dominion was 
founded by enormous crimes. This view was strengthened by the history of; 
Mill, whose excessive dryness and severity of style,” to use the words of Sir 
James Stephen, “ produce an impression of accuracy and labour which a study : 
of original authorities does not confirm.” Macaulay unfortunately accepted the 
statements of Mill without examination, and by his matchless style gave them 
wide circulation. The time however has come w'hen the rash and indiscri- 
minate judgments passed on Hastings and his work should bo carefully revised by, 
.history, and the present volumes contain all tho authentic documents necessary 
for the purposes of history. The value of these documents is too apparent to 
require observation. The ancient muniments of the Government of India now 
scattered among different offices contain the materials for that history "of our 
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Empire which, for the honour of England, ought not to remain unwritten. 
In musty records, fast falling into decay, are chrpnicled the deeds of valour by 
which the Empire was won, and the acts of statesmanship by which it has 
been maintained. In them are preserved the lessons of wisdom which the 
times past afford the present. 

The despatches of Sir Eyre Goote describing his victories, and those of Ad- 
miral Hughes giving graphic descriptions of his naval engagements against 
the French, printed in these volumes will be of interest to Englishmen as 
long as they reverence deeds of valour. The minutes of Francis and Hastings 
are not only of great interest as literary compositions but contain much 
that is valuable to the statesman and administrator. Hastings implored in 
his lifetime that his punctuation should not be altered, apd I have respected 
his wishes. It is interesting and instructive to compare the style and punc- 
tuation of the two great opponents. The account of an interview between 
the English Envoy and Hyder Ally is an important historical document on ac- 
count of the light it throws on the character of the Mysore Chief. Of less im- 
portance but not without interest is the letter written by George III to the 
Nawab of Arcot, dated Weymouth, the 27th June 1770, informing him that 
he intended to bestow the Order of the Bath on Sir John Lindsay; Knight, 
and Eyre Coote, Esquire, Major-General of our forces in the East Indies, and 
asking the Nawab to ** represent Our person upon this solemn occasion and that 
you Will perform these functions for TJs which We always perform ourselves 
when the circumstances permit.” 

* In order to make the selections more intelligible to the general reader, I 
have thought it advisable to prefix to them an introduction showing the bearing 
of these new materials upon history. For the introduction I have consulted 
the Reports of the Parliamentary Committees on Indian Affairs published 
between 1772 and 1785 ; the History of the Trial of Hastings published by 
Debrett ; the Trial of Nundcoomar published by sanction of the Supreme Court ; 
Debates of the House of Lords on the events delivered in the Trial of Warren 
Hastings, printed by Debrett; Impeachment against Warren Hastings by 
Ralph Broome, Esq.; Memoirs relative to the state of India by Warren 
Hastings ; Scott's Indian Tracts ; and many other pamphlets published at the time 
of the Impeachment. I have also referred to a number of old books such as 
Hamilton’s History of the Rohillas, the Life of Hafiz Rahmat Khan, and the 
Seir Mutakherin, from which I have derived considerable assistance. 

The introduction has no official character or authority. 

It affords me much pleasure to acknowledge the' valuable aid rendered me 
in the preparation of these volumes by Mr. Belletty of the Foreign Office. 
The index is entirely his work. 


Calcutta, 

8th March 1890, 


G. W. FORREST. 
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I N 1772 Warrei\ Hastings was appointed by the Court of Directors “ to w«rrfn Hutingi 
preside in their Council at Bengal.*’ Twenty-two years previously he had ®*''**^' 
landed at Calcutta as a writer in the Company*s establishment and had spent 
the first seven years of his service in performing the duties of a merchant’s 
clerk : appraising silks and muslins and copying invoices. While he was thus en- 
gaged SurajaUDowlah declared war against the English and Hastings was taken 
prisoner at Cossira Bazaar just before the tragedy of the Black Hole took place. 

After his release, which he owed to the kind offices of the Dutch, he joined 
•the fugitives from Calcutta at Fulta and fought as a volunteer under Clive in 
the bat^e of Budge-Budge and tlie other engagements which led to the 
recapture of the capital of Bengal. The courage and political ability he dis- 
played at that critical time won him the regard of Clive and gained for him 
the appointment of Resident at the Court of Meer Jaffir when that Prinqe was, 
after the battle of Plassey, proclaimed Nawab of Bengal. Three years after 
ho became Member of Council and strenuously supported the Governor Mr. 

Vansittart against his corrupt Council. 

In, 1764 Hastings returned tn England after fifteen years’ service, a com- 
paratively poor man. l^caulay writes— “It is certain that at this time he 
continued poor; and it is equally certain that by cruelty and dishonesty he 
might easily have become rich. It is certain that he was never charged with 
having borne a share in the worst abuses which then prevailed ; and it is almost 
equally certain that, if he had borne a share in these abuses, his able and bitteresj 
enemies who afterwards persecuted him would not have failed to discover and tc 
proclaim his guilt.’’ It was about the time of the return of Hastings to England 
that the affairs of the East India Company began seriously to attract the atten- 
tion of Parliament, and in 1766 a Committee was appointed to inquire into the 
state of the Company’s revenue, ij» relations with Indian Princes, and the 
general administration of its territory. Hastings was summoned to give 
evidence before the Committee, and the clear and strong view he expressed on 
the subject won for him both the regard and gratitude of his old masters. He 
had spent and lost the scanty fortune which he had brought home and was 
desirous of returning to India. His application to be restored to the service 
of the Company was favourably received, and in 1768 the Court of Directors 
announced to the Madras Government the appointment of Hastings to be 
second in Council in these handsome terms— “Mr. Warren Hastings, a gentleman 
who has served us many years upon the Bengal establishment with great 
ability and unblemished character, offering himself to be employed again in 
our service, we have, from a consideration of his just merits, and general 
Knowledge of the. Company’s affairs, been induced to appoint him one of 
the Members of our Council at your Presidency and to station him next below 
Mr. Du Pr6.” 

At Madras Hastings displayed such zeal and ability that he was selected Governor of Uengft. 
by ^theeOoiirt of Directors to take charge of t|ie Government of Bengal 
which at that time was specially in need of a strong man. The double 
Government established by Olive, by which the internal administration of 
the country had been placed in the hands of natives under the control 
of a few European supervisors, had proved a failure. The people grew 
poorer day by day and the native functionaries and zemindars riebjer. To 



vm 


INTEODUCTION. 


rresfcof Mahomed 
9ZB Khan. 


remedy the evil, the Court of Directors determined to place the internal 
administration of Bengal and the collection of the revenue directly under 
their own European servants. They henceforward detern^ined, to use their 
own words, “to start forth as Duan.“ At that time the head of the 
native administration of Bengal was Mahomed Reza Khan, the Nawab or 
Deputy Nawab of Bengal, resident at Moorshedabad, andT the head of the native 
administration of Behar was Shitah Roy, the Deputy Nawab of Behar, resi- 
dent at Patna. The first task imposed upon Warren Hastings when he took his 
seat as President of the Council on the 28th of April 1772 was to Inform the 
Board that in consequence of orders received from the Secret Committee “ he 
has sent instructions to Mr.* Middleton to arrest the persons of Mahomed 
JReza Oawn and Raja Anirit Sing, his Dewan, and to send them under a guard 
to Calcutta ; that he has received advice from Mr. Middleton, that the same 
has accordingly been put in execution.” A discussion then ensued as to the 
manner in which Reza Khan should be received on his arrival at Calcutta, 
and it was resolved by the majority of the Board “ that one of the Members be 
sent to intimate to him the cause of his seizure, and to inform His Excellency 
of the points on which the Honourable Company express their displeasure, and 
that they look to us to obtain satisfaction from him for the injuries which they 
conceive their affairs to have sustained by his mismanagement and corrupt 
administration.”* — Hastings protested against the decision of the majority on 
the ground, “ that any public show of respect to Mahomed Reza Cawn in 
)is present circumstances will be inconsistent with the restraint which has. 
leen imposed upon, him, and may counteract the end intended by it, in 
creating an opinion in the minds of the public that his power is but suspended, 
ind thereby discouraging those who may have complaints to prefer against him 
)y the fear of their falling hereafter under the effects of his resentment. He 
ilso thinks it very unbecoming the character and dignity of a member of this 
idministration to be employed on a public deputation to a man who stands 
iccused by the Court of Directors themselves of the most criminal conduct.*’t 

A fu rther„.con_fliot arose between Hastings and his colleagues as to the 
irrangements which he proposed should be made consequent on the deposition 
:}f Mahomed Reza Khan. Hastings proposed that Munny Begum, the widow 
Df the Nawab Meer Jaffer, whom Clive had placed on the throne of Bengal, 
should be made superintendent of the Nawab’s household and guardian of his 
[)erson, and that Baja Goordas, the son of Nundcoomar, should assist her as 
Dewan. To the latter appointment a majority of the Committee objected on 
iccount of the notoriously bad character of the father, but they were not aware 
;)f the fact that in making the appointment Hastings was merely giving effect 
to a suggestion from the Court of Directors themselves that Nundcoomar’s 
services should be acquired and encouraged. $ In a letter to the Court, he states— 
“You directed ‘ that if the assistance and information of Nundcoomar should ];^e 
serviceable to me in my investigating the conduct of Mahomed Reza Cawn, I 
should yield him such encouragements and reward as his trouble and the extent 
of his services may deserve.’ J There is no doubt that Nundcoomar is capable 
of affording me great services by his information and advice ; but it is on his 
abilities, and on the activity of his ambition and hatred to Mahomed Reza 
Cawn that I depend for investigating the conduct of the latter and, by eradicat- 
ing his influence, for confirmiag the authority which you have assumed in the 
administration of the affairs of this country. The reward which has been 
assigned him will put it fully in his power to answer those expectations, and 
will be an encouragement to him to exert all his abilities for the accomplishment 
of them. Had I not been guarded by the caution which you have been pleased 
to enjoin me, yet my own knowledge of the character, of Nundcoomar would 
have restrained me from yielding him any trust or anything which could prove 
detrimental to the Company's interests.”! He further adds — “ I hope I shall 
not appear to assume too much importance in speaking thus much of myself in 
.justification of the motives which led to his recommendation; that T'had no 
connexion with Nundcoomar or bis family prior to the receipt of your letter., 

• Secret Select Committee's Proceedings, 28tli April 1772, Volume I, page 8* 

^ t Ibid page 5. 

‘ X Memoira of Warren Hastings, by Gleig, Volnme I, page 260. 

{ Ibid page 261, 
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by the La^vamg ; that on the contrary, from the year 1750 to the tune t^hen 1 
left Bengal in 1764, 1 was engaged in a continuea opposition to the interests 
and designs of thqt man, because 1 judged him to be adverse to the welfare of 
my emplojsrers ; and in the course of this contention 1 received sufficient in^ica'^ 
tions of his ill-will to have made me an irreconcilable enemy if I could suffer 
my passions to supeilede the duty which I owe to the Company.”* Writing 
to a rriend Hastings states — The man never was a favourite of mine, and was 
engaged in doing me many ill offices for seven years together.” But that 
Hastings could take an impartial view of the conduct of a bitter foe is apparent 
from the minute which he wrote regarding Nundcoomar. He tells his col- 
leagues that he ** does not take upon him to vindicate the moral character of 
Nundcoomar ” but *' nevertheless he thinks it but justice to make a distinction 
between the violation of a tru%t and an offence committed against our Govern- 
ment by a man who pwed it no allegiance, nor was indebted to it for protection, 
but on the contrary was the acthal servant and minister of a master whose, 
interest naturally Suggested that, kind of policy which sought by foreign aids! 
and the diminution of the powers of the Company to raise his own consequence! 
and to re-establish his authority.” Hastings proceeded to point but that' 
Nundcoomar had never been charged with any instance of infidelity to the 
Sovereign to whom he owed allegiance, but that the high opinion which the 
Nawab Meer Jaffer himself entertained of the fidelity of Nundcoomar evidently 
appeared in the distinguished marks which he continued to shew him of his 
favour and confidence to the latest hour of his life. TTia conduct in the succeed- 
ing administration appears not only to have been dictated by the same principles, 
but if we ^ay be mlowed to speak favourably of any measures which opposed 
the view of our Gevemment and aimed at the. support of an adverse interest, 
surely it was not only not culpable but even praiseworthy. He endeavoured (as 
appears by the extracts before us) to give consequence to his master, and to 
pave the way to his independence by obtaining a firman from the King for his 
appointment to the Subahship, and be opposed the promotion of Mahomed 
Heza Cawn because he looked upon it as a supersession qf the rights and 
authority of the Nawab. He is now an absolute dependant and subject of the 
Company on whose favour he must rest all his hopes of future advaucement.”t 
The Court of Directors expressed their approval of the course which 
Hastings adopted in the following terms— “ Your choice of the Begpm fcr 
guardian to the N AwaJb.lKELe]oiirfilvjmmo^^ { the use you intend making of Nund- 
coomar is very .proper, and it affords us great satisfaction to find that you could 
at once determine to suppress all personal resentment when the public welfare 
seemed to clash with your private sentiments relative to Nundcoomar.” § 
Mahomed Reza Khan and Biajah Shitab Boy were both after a protracted trial 
acquitted of the charges brought against them, but their respective offices were 
abolished — a step which caused considerable annoyance and disappointment to 
tha ambitious N undcoomar, who had appeared as Reza Khan*s accuser ** and 
displayed *l>oth the art and the inveterate rancour which distinguished him.” 
"Nundcoomar,” writes Macaulay, "had proposed to destroy the Mussulman 
admihistration, and to rise on its ruin. Both his malevolence and his cupidity 
had been disappointed. Hastings had made him a tool, had used him for the 
purpose of accomplishing the transfer of the Government from Moorshedabad 
to Calcutta, from native to European bands. The rival, the enemy, so long 
envied, so implacably persecuted, had been dismissed unhurt. The situation 
so lohg and ardentW desired had been abolished. It was natural that the 
Governor should be &om that time an object of the most intense hatred to the 
jHindiotivq Brahmin. As yet, however, it was necessary to suppress such 
feelings. The tiufb was coming when that long animosity was to end in a 
desperate and deadly struggle.” 

• Memolra of Warren Haatings^ by Gleigi Volume I, page 262. 

t Seoret Sdeot CommitWa Prooeedinga, 6tb August 1778« Volun^e I, pages 28 and 24. 

j BurlkB ina>ne of his speeches describes Munny Begum with oharacteristic ferocity— But when I call this 
woman a dancing girl, I state something lower than Europeans hsTS an iaea of respecting that situation. She was 
r bom a slave, bred a dancing girl. Her dancing was pot any of tboee noble and majestic movements which make part of 
th# entertainment of the most wise, of the education of tiie most virtnous, which improve the manners without 
corrupting the morals of all civilised people and of which, among uncivilised people, the professors have their due share 
of amiration ; but these dances were not decent to be seen, nor fit to be related. 1 shall pass tlmm by. Your 
Lordships are to suppose the lowest degree of infhmy and oceupatton and situation when I tell yon that Munny Begum 
was a slave and dancing girt.*' (Burke's speeches on the imjieaoliment of Warren Hastings, Yolume 1, page 266^ 

^ Memoirs of Warren Xastings, by Oleig, Volume I, page 287. 
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Hastings saw that the time had come when the Company must accept 
the responsibility of the government of the kingdom whioh Clive had won for 
them in the groves of Plassey. He wrote to. the Direotora — “You must 
establish your own power, or you must hold it dependant on a superior which 
I deem to be impossible.” The first step which HaBj^ngs took towards the 
establishment of .thapoweiuif_the Qompaiiy removal of. the. toepoe 

Office" and the Superior Courts of Justice from Moorshedabad to Calcutta. 
*^By‘ these arrangements,” he writes, “the whole power and government of 
the province will centre in Calcutta which may now be considered as the 
capital 'of Bengal.* He also looked forward to the time when it should 
become “the first city in -Asia.”t Having converted Calcutta into the 
capital of Bengal, the question which immediately demanded the attention of 
Hastings was the settlemen t of ^ revenue. “ It was late in the season ; the 
lands had suffered unheard-of depopuTalibn'By the famine ^nd mortality of 1769. 
The collections violently kept up to their former standard had add^ to the 
distress of the country, and threatened a general decay of the revenue unless 
immediate remedies were applied to prevent it.” To remedy the existing state 
of affairs Hastings appointed a committee of jd iich he was Erffiidfinkapd they 
proceeded on a tour though Jhe prqvjRfee.. “ On the ^d June,” he writes, ^ 
sST^it’^SiWliBe^mmTiree. We made the first visit to Eissennagur, the capital 
of Nuddea, and formed the settlement of that district, farming it in divisions 
for five years. We proceeded next to the city, where we arrived the last of the 
month. Here a variety of occupations detained me till the 16th of last month — 
two. months and a jialf. This period was employed in settling the collections 
and the government of the districts dependant on Mooreshedabad, which were 
large, very numerous, and intricate ; in reducing the Nawab* s stipe nd from 
thirty-two lacs to sixteen, a work which ought to^vo talcra place in January 
la8fT*^urreJucrng~Ins pension list and other expenses; in forming, recommend- 
ing, and executing a new arrangement of his household ; and in framing a new 
system for conducting the business of the Dewannee or revenue.” % 

At the end of June Hastings returned to Calcutta, but the rest of the 
( committee proceeded to visit the other districts. There was much woi-k to 
done by him at the capital. It was impossible to place the revenue adminis- 
^tration on a sound footing without a thorough reform in the administration of 
j justice, and the first step Hastings took towards accomplishing a reform was the 
establishment of a Criminal and Civil Court in every di^i ct. “The first 
consisted entirely of Mahomedans, and the latter oTfhe principal officers of the 
revenue, assisted by the Judges of the Criminal Courts, and by the most learned 
pundits (or professors of Hindu law), in cases which depended on the peculiar 
usages or institutions of either faith.”§ These Courts were made dependent on 
two Supreme Courts which were established in the city of Calcutta, one for 
ultimate reference in capital cases, the other for appeals. To give tlie people 
confidence in the new Courts and to enable the new tribunals to decide lyith 
certainty and despatch, Hastings caused a digest of the Hindu law 4o be pre- 
pared bv ten of the most learned pundits in the province. He writes to 
Lord Mansfield : “ This code they have written in their own language, the 
Sanscrit. A translation of it is begun under the inspection of one of their 
body into the Persian language, and from that into Engliah. The two first 
chapters I have now the honour to present to Your Lordship with this, as a 
proof that the inhabitants of this land are not in the savage state in which thev 
have been unfairly represented, and as a specimen of the principles' whioh 
constitute the rights of property among them.” 

Hastings recognised the economic principle which Adam Smith put forward 
a few years later that the first interest of the sovereign hf a people is that 
their wealth should increase as much as possible ; and he was particularly im- 
pressed with the necessity for its application in a country like Bengal, 
where the revenue is chiefly derived from the land rent. When he became 
.Governor, the foreign and domestic trade of the province had almost^perished 
on account of the revival of the old trade abuses whioh Olive had destroy-. 

• Memoirt of Warren Hortlagt, tty hMg, Voiome I, page fiSl 

f Ibid |iase 28S. 

I IbU pwasilo. 
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ed. A chief part of the revenues consisted of duties imposed on the transit 
of goods, but the servants of the Company exempted themselves from paying 
them. Hastings formed a aew pla n f or collecting the cu st o ms. He wrote — 
* *Jt is simple. calculatedTor ttie f reedo^x^Ltrade. and liabkloJttQ. Abuses. All 
the petty chokeys oi the country are withdrawn, and the distinction of the dus- 
tuck, which (among other objections) pointed out to the rogues in office what 
boats they were to pass unmolested and what they might plunder with impu- 
nity, is abolished, ^e duty is fixed to 2^ pe r ce nt., the prices of eve ry ar ticl e 
fixed and made pubT io : and the duty pma iTie goods pass unmolested to the 
extremities of the province.”* The servants of the Company had monopolized 
the trade to the ruin of the native traders and 'thousands of poor weavers.f 
Hastings dete rmined therefore to establish the system of ready money nur-, 
cha ses; a nSP^'lEb declare the^weavers fi^ to work, for V^pm they wil]l ana fo 
gjjpport them "in that freedqim’* i^e wrote to a friend : — " The Company and 
their conect'ors and chielfs of factories are the only merchants of the country ; 
they force advance! of money ow the weavers, and compel them to give cloths, 
in return, at an arbitrary valuation, which is often no more than the cost of 
the materials, so that the poor weaver only lives by running in debt to his 
employers, and thus becomes their slave for life. The collectors trade with 
the money which they get in the districts, which affects the circulation as well 
as commerce of the country. By the mode proposed the investment will be 
dearer, but the trade of the country will be restored, and indeed this country 
Jhas wonderful resources for it. The remittances of the revenue will flow back 
in circulation, and in their customs or collections the Concipany will obtain an 
ample compensation for the difference which it will make in the price of their 
cloths. If they do not, they can better afford to pay dear for them than the 
Dutch or French can.*’t 

To preserve peace, Hastings informed the Court, was one of the great aims 
of his administration, and like all far-seeing statesmen he realised the fact that 
an efficient army was the best method of maintaining it. Owing to the weak- 
ness which seized the Mogul Empire after the death of Aurungzebe, India had 
become* the prey not only of the Oat and the Mahratta, but of desperate adven- 
turers of every race and soot. Bengal had been repeatedly devastated by 
of fanftti cs calied_ 8ena8sies.§ Hastings acted against them with vigour, 
and after some hard fighting they were driven across the borders. He also 
determined . to relievo the province of Oooch Behar from the grasp of the 
Booteas. The task proved a difficult one. The Booteas, strong hardy moun- 
taineers, fought with valour. They made a desperate defence of the fort of 
Cooch Behar which Captain Jones stormed and took with the loss of nearly one- 
fourth of his detachment killed and wounded. He writes — ** I have lost good 
many sepoys and many more wounded. Lieutenant Dickson is wounded in 
the breast and knees. I have received a hall through my right arm. The 
sepeys behaved extremely well. I cannot sufficiently praise the bmvery and 
resolution bf the officers under my command.” It After some further fighting 
the Bpoteas were expelled and orderly government introduced into the district 
of Cooch Behar. 


* Memoiri of Warren Haatings, by Gleig, Volume page 304, 

t A number qf these weavers aro generally also registered in the books of the Company’s goniastahs thus not per- 
mitt^ to work for anv others ; being transferred from one to another as so many slaves subject to the tyranny and 
roguerv of every sncoeouing goimieteli. The cloth, when is collected in a warehouse for the purpaso, called a 

khattahi where it is kept marked with the weaver’s nniro, till it is oonvenieiit for tho gomasfcali to hold a kliattah, as 
the term is, for assorting and Axing, the price of each piece: on which business is employed an ofAcer called the Com- 
pany's jachendar, or assorter. The roguery praetisedin this department is beyond imagination, but all terminates in 
the defrauding of the poor weaver, for the prices which the Company’s gomastabs, and, in confederacy with them, the 
jiobendars Ax the goodai are in all places at least Afteen i>er cent, and in some even forty per eenb, leas than* the 
gooda 90 manufactured woigd sell for in the public bazaar, or market, upon a free sale. The weaver, therefore, 
desirous of obtaining the iust price of his labour, frequently attempts to sell his cloth privately to others, pnrticulariy 
to the Dutch and French gomastahs, who are always teSdj to receive it. This occasions the English Company’s 
gomaitah io set bis peons over the weaver to watch him, and not unfrequently to cut the piece out of the loom when 
nearly Anished.” (Consideration of Indian Affairs by William Bolts, London, MDCCXXli.) 


X Memoirs of Warren Hastings by Qleig, Volume I, page 306. 

TheVistAry of this people Is carious. They inhabit* or rather posscsi^ the country lying south of the hills 
pt Tibbet from Caubul to China* They go mostly naked. Thev have neither towns, houses, nor families* but rovo 
^continually from place to place* recruiting their numbers with the healthiest children they can steal in the oountries 
through which they pass. Thus they are the stoutest and most active men in India. Many are merchants. They are 
all pilgrims, and held by all castes of Gentoos In great veneration. This infatuation prevents our obtaining any intei- 
ligence of their motions, or aid from the country agiunst them, notwithstanding very rigid orders winch have been 
published for these purposes* insomuch that they often appear in the heart of the province ns if they dropped from 
heaven. Thao ai>ii hardv. bold, and enthusiastio to a degree surpassinfir jncialit. Such are the Senassics. tho ffinsies of 
HlndoBtan^ ^^Woirs of ^ Hasting, oy Glelg, VOlBBlo 1* page 
^ II Select Committee’s Procoe'dings* 17th February 1773, Volume I* pnge 29. 
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After introducing reforms into every branch of the administration and 
establishing peace and order in the province, Warren Hastings turned his atten- 
tion to foreign affairs. England was then in a 'situation with regard to the 
Native powers very different from that which she held at the close of Hastings* 
(p> splendid administration. Regarded with jealousy andv suspicion by all, she 
was held in respect by none. She had bound herself by treaty to pay tri- 
bute to the Great Mogul, and she had made over to him the provinces or Oorah 
j and Allahabad in order that he might gather means to support the dignity of a 
^ ^ crown whose splendour had once fill^ with amazement travellers from all 
'*^\uarters'of the globe. But the Great Mogul had become only a tool in the 
hands of the Mahrattas, and to them he was compelled to transfer the pro- 
vinces given to him by the English. Hastings saw that the presence of these 
marauders at our gate was a grave and menacing danger. Peace and prosperity 
in our own territory were an impossibility. ^ Ho acted with his usual promptness 
and courage. He determined to pay no more tribute to a sovereign who was 
incapable of affording the English frontier protection. - He *also deteimined to 
restore the provinces of Corah and Allahabad to the Vizier of Oude from 
whom they had been taken by Clive. James Mill in his History of India 
'writes : — “ T he choice l ay between preserving t hem for the Emper or and ma king 
m them over to t he Vizier. Generosity , had it any place m such arrangements, 
' pleaded with almost unexampled strength in behalf of the forlorn Emperor, the 
nominal sovereign of so vast an Empire, the representative of so illustrious a 
j^^race, who now possessed hardly a roof to protect him. Justice too, or some- 
^ thing not easily distinguished from justice, spoke on the same side : considering 
that, in the first place, th§ Emperor had a right to the pr Qyincfig...hQth by his 
/L quality of so vereign of rndia, and also by^ tlie pjeculiar concesrion and grant of 
the English Company, ff not in express terms for, most certainly in considera- 
tion ^ his not absolutely necessary but highly useful grant of the Dewanee 
of the three great and opulent provinces of Bengal, Behar and Orissa ; and that, 
(i')iii the second place, he could not, by any fair construction, be deemed to have 
forfeited any right by the surrender of tlie provinces, an act which was in the 
highest degrpQ in-gpliiatgry fi nd therefore not his own .*** The choice lay, not 
' between jpreserving them for the Emperor and making them over to the Vizier, 
ITuT between aUowing them to remain in the hands of the Mahrattas or 
reifSrihg them to the Vizier to. whom they once belonged. The Emperor’s 
them'was purely titula r, the same right which he possessed over the 
whole &in^m of Oudo, and this titular right he owed to the English. In the 
report which he laid before the Board regarding his negotiations with the 
Nawab Sujah-ul-Dowla at Benares whither he had gone in June 1773, Hastings 
writes as follows “ Had we restored these districts to the King, who so lately 
abandoned them, and who is confessedly unable by his own strength to maintain 
them, we should still have been burthened with the care of their defence, or we 
should have given them only nominally to the King, but in reality to^the 
Mahrattas, the evil consequences of which it is needless to enumerate.*’t Mill 
is not quite accurate when he states that the surrender of the provinces to the 
/ Mahrattas was “an act which was in the highest degree involuntary and there- 
fc/fore not his own.” In spite of the advice of the Counc il in Calcutta, who 
warned him of the danger of such a movement, the JKfflyror threw himgelf 
fhfl »irmfl_.nf f.h? and was by them Installed on the throne 

Delhi. But, whether the act was voluntary or involuntary, the possession of 


that time than he was at the time when they were first bhstowed upon him ; 
or thai^o was at any point of the time during which they had been left at 
his hands.*’| When they were bestowed upon him the Mahrattas had not re- 
covered from their crusb'ng defeat at Faniput ; and had not equipped an army 
of fifty thousand horse and a large body of infantry, with a numerous' ardllery to 
recover their footing and renew their spoliations. The Emperor was not at that, 
time, to use the words of Mill himself, “no better than an instrument in the 

* Hiitory of India* Volume 111* page 895* 

f Secret Select Committee's Proceediiigi* 4tb October 1778, Vtihime If pege 60* MartbmttD*s Biitory of India* 
pngel72./ 

^ Miiri Historj of India, Volume 111* page 898* 
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liands of the Mahrattas/* say s ; the English strengthened their 

barrier, by giving to a crude native Government a vast frontier to defend,; 
instead of combining again«(t the Mahrattas the forces of the Rohillas, the 
Emperor and the Vizier, will hardly be affirmed by those who reflect how easily 
the balance among those persons might have been trimmed or who know the 
consequence of the arrangement that was formed. For a aum of money. Oorah 
and Allahabad were tendered to the Vizier.*** To combine the Iotcos 
of the BohUias, the Emperor, and the Vizier against the Mahrattas was an im> 
possibility. All were jealous of the growing power of the English. The ipimperor 
was now an instrument in the hands of the Mahrattas. An alliance between 
them and the Hohillas had already once been con&luded, and negotiations were 
on foot for an alliance between them and the Vizier. All that Hastings could 
do was to make the alliance between the Vizier and the English as stable as 
possible, and it could only be madi^ stable by making the power of the Vizier 
entirely dependent on English bayonets. As Hastings wrote to the Board — “ By' 
ceding them to the V izier we^&trengthen our alliance with him, we^ake him more 
dependant upon us as he is more exposed to the hostilities of the Mahrattas ; we* 
lender a junction between him and them, which has been some times apprehended, 
morally impossible, since their pretentions to Corah will be a constant source of 
animosity between them ; we'ffree ourselves from the expense and all the 
dangers attending either a remote property or a remote connection ; weradhere 
literally to the limited system laid down oy the Hon’blo Court of Directors ; 
wef^are no longer under the necessity of exhausting the wealth of our own pro- 
vinces iulhe pay and disbursements of our brigades employed at a distance 
Itoyond themt but by fixing the sum to be paid by the Vizier for their services 
at their whole expense, and by removing every possible cause for their passing 
our own borders but at his requisition and for his defence, we7 provide effec- 
tually for the protection of our frontier, and reduce the expenses of our army 
even in employing it; and lastly we “acquire a net sum of 60 lacs of rupees 
most seasonably obtained for the relief of the Company’s necessities, and the 
deficient circulation of the currency of the provinces.^’ The plea put forward 
by Mill* that the Emperor deserved more generous treatment on account of his 
having bestowed on the English the Dewanee of Bengal, Behar and Orissa, is 
met by the following remarks of Hastings— “ Whatever policy suggested the 
first idea of the tribute, and whatever title he may be conceived to have had 
to the payment of it while he remained under our protection and united his 
fortune with ours, his late conduct has forfeited every claim to it, and made it 
even dangerous to alTow it, ev en If " the fesources o f Jjehgar~and~“the "exFgencf^ 
of the Company doiild any longer admit of it^ 0^7rl»?mdTict~thm 
certainly afforded matter of admiration to the whole ^ople of Hindoostan, 
whether they construe it as the effect of a mistaken principle of duty, the just 
return of benefits received, or attribute it to some hidden cause. We have 
persevered with a fidelity unknown to them in an unshaken alliance to a pagean t 
of our gvm creation , and lavished on him the wealth of this country, whicTT 
is its^lood, although not one of his own natural subjects has ever afforded him 
the least pledge of voluntary obedience, although our constituents have been 
compelled to withhold the legal claims of our own sovereign, although we have 
loaded them with an accumulated debt of a orore aad a half of rupees, almost 
the exact amount of the sums remitted for the use of a man who in return 
has un^atefully deserted and since headed armies against us. It is unjust to 
argue, in support of his pretensions on the Company, that the tribute is no 
more thaq a reasonable acknowledgment for the favour which they received 
from him sn the grant of the Dewannee. They gave him all. They received 
nothing from him, but a presumptuous gift of what was not his to give, but 
what they had already acquired by their own power, the same power to which 
he was indebted for his crown, and even for his exi8tence.*’t 

Ott^the 24th June 1773 Hastings left Calcutta for Benares, where itRohilound. 
was'arran^d he should have an interview with the Vizier of Oude. Befora 
diis departure he had received letters from him complaining of the treachery 
and brehch of faith of the Bohilla chiefs, and expressing a desire to invade 
and conquer their country. The situation of the Bohilla country whieh the 

MIlVi History of India« Volame pAfo 898. 
t Seeret S«l6ct Committee'f Prooeedingtp 4tli October 1778, Volutne page 51. 
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Vizier proposed to conquer is described by Hastibgs as follows : ** It lies open 
to the south. It is bounded on the west by the Ganges and on the north and 
east by the mountains of Tartary. It is to the province of Oudh, in respect 
both to its geographical and political relation, exactly what Scotland was to 
England before the reign of Queen Elizabeth.** * In 4he earliest times the 
country bore the name of Kather and was peopled by a highly civilized Aryan 
race. In 1290 it was brought into subjection to the Musulman rule, and in 
the. days of the Great Moghul Emperors it was ruled by a succession of Moghul 
Qovernprs appointed from Delhi. About 1673 two brothers, named Shah Alum 
and Hussein Khan, adventurers from Afghanistan, settled in Eather f and 
obtained some small employments under the officei's of the Moghul Government, 
but neither of them adopted the country as a permanent residence. Hussein 
Khan had a slave, Daud Khan, who, when his master returned to Afghanistan, 
was permitted to proceed to India to seek his fortune. Daud Khan was a man 
endowed with considerable military skill and bravery, and be^ quickly got around 
him a numerous band of Afghan followers. Tor the good service he rendered 
the Emperor in defeating a body of Mahrattas, he was granted a small district. 
The adventurer rewarded the Emperor’s generosity by taking service with the 
Hajah of Kumaon, who was at war with the Empire. The Bajah, however, 
having grown suspicious of the fidelity of Daud, invited him to a friendly 
meeting, made him a prisoner, and killed him by cutting off his feet and 
extracting the sinews from the stump. Daud’s adopted son at once took pos- 
session of his estates and placed himself at the head of his forces. He was at 
the time only a lad of fourteen years, but strength of character and ability com- 
pensated for lack of years. By birth he belonged to the Jat caste, but the Afghan 
adventurer during one of his campaigns finding him amongst some of his pri- 
soners took a fancy to him, adopted him, made him a Musulman and named 
him Ali Muhammad. f Ali Muhammad on his accession turned his attention to 
the extension of his dominion, and by his skill and courage soon made him- 
%elf supreme throughout the Kather region which henceforward was known by 
the name of Bohilcund on account of the Afghans who followed the standard 
of Ali.§ After enjoying for five years the almost undisputed sovereignty of 
Bohilcimd, Ali Muhammad was besieged in the fortress of Bangarb, forced to 
surrender and carried a prisoner to Delhi. He had only been six months a pri- 
soner when some five or six thousand Fathans appeared before the palace at 
Delhi and demanded his surrender. The capital being bare of troops the 
Emperor was compelled to yield. He appointed Ali to the governorship of a 

• Mewoira of Warren Hastings, by Oleig, Volume I, page 358. 

f Kather, ebortly speaking, is the name of tho North*Ea8tern portion of the modern Kobilcund lying beyond the 

Ramganga. 

t Thia accouTit'of AU’s origin is no doubt extremely distasteful to the Pathans themselves. That their hero should 
have been born of a by no means exalted Hindu caste, that he should have been a captive taken in petty war, and 
adopted sou of a slave, grates on their feelings. They prefer to consider him the son of Shah Alam. But that he was 
what we have here described him is shown by the best contemporary authority as well as by a coiniuon Baylug ^ the 
Hindus themselves : — 

** Aise se aise dekho Parbbu ke tbit, 

Aoula kA rAja bhayo Bakauli ka Jat. 

See from God's will what mighty changes spring, 

Bakauli's Jat became great Aonla's King.*'— (Gazetteer, North-Western Provinces, volume V, Rohilound.) 

Hamilton in his History of the Hohilla Afghans, published in 1788, writes; Some accouuts have said that Ali 
Muhammad was not the son of Daud, but by birth a Hindu, and adopted by him. This, however, is not only an 
iiiooagralty (as a Hindu is seldom or ever known to be adopted by a Mussulman), but is moreover altogether unsup- 
ported In (She original Persian manuscript, where he is positively mentioned as Daud^s second son.** 

§ The Rohillas or Ruhilas were Pntbans. that is to say. men of Afghan or Baluchi extraction. Their name is 
•aid to mean. In some transmontano language, hillmen. Why it should have been applied to the Pathans of what is 
now called Rohilcund, rather than to oilier n<l venturers of similar origin, it is difficult to 8ay.’*^Gnzetteer, North* 
Western Provinces, volume V, Rohilound. Mill in Volume II, p. 826, in a note writes as follows : This dis^ict 
whidh gsve its name to the BobUhta, a peoplo considerable in the history of British India, is said by (Major Steward, 
on his Persian authorities, to have been the original seat 6f the Afghans, whose mountainous country (Koh signifies 
a monotainous oountry ; and Rohillas, mountaineers or highlanders) extended, according to the same authorityf in 
length from Sewad and Bijore to the town of Sui, in Bnkharest, and in breadth, from Hussin to Brabul.*'-^Btewart*s 
Bengal, page 127* Mr. Horace Hayman Wilson in commenting on this passage writes . — ** Thers is some curious 
blundering, either by Stewart or the authorities he has followed In these statements ; and if the latter, it is extra- 
ordinary Uiat he should have cited them without correction. What eontignity could Bukbaresi possibly have to any 
part of the Afghan eountiy, and whore are Hussin and Rabnl f Ferlshta ftirnisbes a more accurate version. Boh 
^extends in lengthy he says, from Swad add Biijour, to Sni, in the district of Bhukkur, and in breath, from "Husun 
^Abdal to KabuL Accoi^ing to Lint Hob means mountain in the Afghan language, bat nosueh term occurs in the list ol 
Pashtn words collected by Mr. Elpbinstone, nor In a ^Pushtu vocabulary, €>omjnled by Mohabbet Khan, of which h 
manusoript Is in the library cf the hast India Company; Rob is there explained to be the name of an. extensive 
country, interaediste between Iran and Turan, bounded on the north by Kitshkar, on the south by Baluchisten, 
ontheatatby Herat, and Kashmir on tho cast; being in fact the country of the Afghans, it may be donbted if 
this dtseription is very accurate, Koh seems to offer traces of the older appellation of a district of more limited 
extenti or Aiaehosia. A town called Roh-kaj is noticed by Ibn Hskil, not far from Qhisni,*'— W. 
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district north of Delhi, but kept two of his sons as hostages. Shortly after this 
Ahmed Khan, the chief of the Abdalies, who, after the death of Nadir Shah, 
hntl united the Afghan States into one monarchy, invaded India. Ali took 
advantage of the embarrassment of the Empire to march into Eohilcund and 
re-establish his sway Qver his own dominion ; and when in the same year a 
new Emperof mounted the Imperial throne he procured an Imperial firman 
conferring on him almost the whole of Rohilcund. He was busy establishing 
his authority on a firm basis when he was struck with a mortal illness. His 
elder sons were captives in Afghanistan, his younger sons were too youn» to take 
an active part in the administration. Summoning his chiefs around nim Ali 
named his third son his successor as long as his older brothers did not return, Ratraat 
and appointed Bahmat Khan, the sou of Shah Alum, to be protector or regent. . 

He was to be assisted in the task of government by three principal chiefs. All 
swore on the Koran .to be faithful^ to the interests of All’s children and all 
betrayed their trust. The territory was divided among the children and chiefs, 
and Rahmat took the most important portion and became head of the Rohilla 
confederacy. 

When war broke out between the English and the Vizier of Oude, 
Sujah-ul-dowla sought the aid of the Rohillas, and the sou of Rahmat Khan was 
despatched with six thousand men to assist him. He was present at the battle 
of Patna when the Vizier’s army was compelled to retire to Buxar. After the 
decisive victory of Buxar, Shuja-ul-dowla again sought the aid of Rahmat Khan 
4o check the advance of the English. He joined the Vizier with three thousand 
men, and'ihe two allies were in May 1765 defeated by General Carnac at Kura. 

Six years after this the Mahrattas invaded Rohilcund and plundered and 

destroyed all before them. The Rohilla Chiefs retired into the dense forests 

of the Terai where they remained inactive in their intrenohraents for .four MaiirnUa* invad# 

months. The Vizier fearing that the Mahrattas might invade his territory 

advanced with some English battalions under the command of General Sir 

Robert Barker, the Commander-in-Ohief of the Bengal array, to the borders 

of Oudo. Negotiations were opened with the Rohilla chiefs regarding the 

measurd^ to be taken for the expulsion of the Mahrattas from Rohil- 

cund. Hafiz Ramat visited the camp of Sujah-ul-Dowlab, and .a treaty between 

the Vizier and himself on'the part of the Rohilla sardars was agreed upon. To 

give greater validity and effect to the treaty in the minds of the contracting 

parties, it was executed and sworn to in tho presence of the English Command- 

er-in-Chief and countersigned by him (June 1773). It would bo difficult 

to construct ^.^.Jlocument moi’o simple and explicit. The Vizier undertook^''®^^ 

** either hy peace or war” to drive the Mahrattas out of Eohilcund, and to do 
dgam if they again inVaded the land after the “ rainy season.” In return the*^ 

Kobilla sardars promised to pay the Vizier within a little over three years 
forty lakhs of rupees. The Mahrattas sliortly after wiUidrew and the Rohillas 
emevged from their mountain fastness. • ‘ 

The trfeaty was signed in .Tune, an d in November, when- the fiooda-of the 
rainy reason had subsided, the Mahrattas again advanced towards t he Gang es 
with the iuteution inVadm'g Rohilound . It was known that Rohilcund 
was only regarded by them as the most accessible highway to Oudh, and an 
English brigade at tbe request of the Vizier occupied his kingdom. When 
news arrived that the Mahrattas were approaching Ramghat where the Ganges 
could easily be crossed, the Oudh and English troops marched to the borders 
of Rohilcund to check their advance and surprised the Mahrattas just as they i' 
were on tbe point of crossing the river, at a ford five miles from Ramghat. ^ 

Marching •up the jriver tliey found a large bod^ of the enemy encamped 
on the other bank who opened fire upon them with their heavy guns. Tho fire 
of the Mahrattas was quickly silenced, and with some haste they removed their 
camp to safer ground. The English crossed in pursuit but the chase was fruit- 
less. On their return they found that Rahmat Khan had joined the Vizier. 

He bad, fta 8rder to avoid paying the subsidy, heed making overtures to the . 

Mahrattas, but finding that, owing to the rapid and victorious movements of tbe 
English, treachery and procrastination were no longer possible, he joined 
Sujah-ul-Dowla. On the English fell the task of checking the further udrance 

* History of tbe Robilla Afghan*, by Hamilton, 
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of the Mahrattas and driving them from Rohileund.* Shortly after they had 
been compelled by the united armies to retire beyond the borders of Rohileund 
news reached them of disturbances at Foonai and the majn body marched to 
the capital of the Deccan. 

The Vizfer now demanded from the Rohillas# payment of the sum 
due under the treaty, but they shuffled and hesitated till at length Sujah- 
ul'Dowla determined to take possession of their country as a recompense for 
their breach of faith. At the interview which took, place at Benares, the 
Vizier had broached this matter to Hastings, who makes the following men- 
tion of it in his report to the Board: “The Vizier,” he writes, *'wm at first 
very desirous of the assistance of an English force to put him in posses- 
sion of the Rohilla country lying north of his dominions and east of the 
Ganges. This has long been a favorite object of his wishes, and you will 
recollect that the first occasion of my late^isit was furnished by a proposal of 
this kind. He had certainly just grounds of resentment against the chiefs of 
this nation, who had not only failed in their Engagements to pay him forty lakhs 
of rupees for his protection against the Mahrattas, but had actually supplied 
them with money when they appeared in arms against him. He offered to 
make the Company a consideration for this service of forty lakhs of rupees 
besides the stipulated sum for the expenses of our troops, but he afterwards 
Imd aside this design, fearing that it would disable him from fulfilling his 
engagements for Corah and Allahabad. I enclose for your observation No. 10, the 
original agreement of the Rohilla ohiefs witnessed by General Barker ; No. 11, 
a translation of the same; No. 12, a translation of a letter which 1 received from 
Hafiz Rahmat Cawn, in whose name the agreement was ratified ; and No. 13, 
a translation of a narrative delivered to me by the Vizier in reply to it. The 
measures to be pursued for his security on that quarter must therefore be 
determined by future occurrences. I was pleased that he urged the scheme of 
this expedition no further, as it would have led our troops to a distance from 
our own borders which I would wish ever to avoid, although there are powerful 
arguments to recommend it.”t 

«... * 

Hafiz Rahmat Khan in his letter makes statements totally at variance 

with the treaty which he signed, and puts forward q palpable falsehood when 
he states that the English General and the Vizier sent envoys to him “ desiring 
that I would enter into no terms with the Mahrattas, and they would give, me 
baek my engagement for forty lakhs of rupees and do everything bbth for my 
present and future security. Ho had the temerity to conclude as follows ; “ But 
at length they left everything unfinished, and, after temporizing for a long time 
with the Mahrattas, returned to their own homes, leaving me still a prey to the 
Mahrattas. You are no doubt acquainted with all these proceedings. It is a 
point which requires justice and consideration.” § The Nawab with much greater 


* IntelUgeoce of these movements quickened the action of the allies, and an English detaohment was dlth all 
speed sent to check the further passage of the Murhattas. A bod^ of about 4,000 Marhatta horse ivero surprised in 
tiie act of crossing by a ferry some five miles below Baroghat; but on the appearance of the hostile Toroe they re- 
treated scatheless to the southern bank, and the Kuglish pursued their march up the river to Atadpur, thereby separat- 
ing the division of Besajt from that of Holkar, which, as already mentioned, had started for the Moradabad district. 
On arriving at the bank of the Ganges near Asadpur the British were assailed by a cannonade from the Marhatta Artil- 
lejry across the river. But our guns replied with such effect that those of the enemy were silenced, and the Marhattas 
with some precipitation removed their camp to safer ground. On the following day Rahmat, finding further procras- 
tination impossibly joined Shuja-ud-daula. It was now arranged that the English should aooouut for the Mahrattas 
under Besaji, while the combined armies of Shuja-ud-daula and the Kohillas should pursue the force of Holkar. Sir 
Robert Barker's brigade orossod the Ganges at Ramghat, bat Besaji avoided an action, and decamped with such speed 
that the EngUsb were able to re-cross over into the Budaun district on the following day. 


Hera they found that, owing to mutual susploion, and perhaps to some quarrel about the subsidy, Shuja-ud-danla 
and Hafla Rahmat had remained inactive. It was therefore loft for General Barker to expel Holkar from Rohllkhand; 
and marching towards Sambhal be performed that operation without the least opposition (1778). (Gamteer of Rohil* 
eund— Budaun, p. 118). Hamilton's Rohellas, pp. 194-195. oi 

t Secret Select Committee's Proceedings, 4th October 1778, Volume 1, page 61. 




Mill's remarks concerning Rahmat Khan's breach of faith are a oharactoristio example of his special pleading 
nd inaccuracy : '‘The unhappy Rohillas, it seems, procrastinated and evaded, with respect to the demand which wm 
now violently made upon them for payment of the formerly stipulated price of dofence—a payment which bad not been 
earned, since they had never been defended; which they were not able to pay, since their country had been reneatedlv 
ravaged and stript; of which the exactien was in reality a fraud since the return for it was new iStendad to 
made; which it was no wonder they wore reluctant to pay to the man who was impatient to assail them, and wliom the 
use of their money would only strengthen for their destruction.” Mill loses sight of the fact that by the terms of tha 
treaty It was agreed that the payment should be made if the Mahrattas were driven out "either by peace or war?' 
and that they were driven out by the Visier through the sssistance of the English. ^ 

Secret Select Committee's Proceedings, 4th October 1778, Volume T, page flO. 
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justice accuses Eahmat Khan of breach of faith and treachery. HeVritos : “ I 
also called to me Hafiz Eahmat Gawn and the others who had taken protec- 
tion under the hills,. and replaced them on their former footing in the posses- 
sion of their country. My friend General Barker is well acquainted with these 
circumstances, in whose presence they entered into an engagement for the pay- 
ment of forty lakhs of rupees, and pledged their faith and religion for its perform- 
ance. In the sequel they did not remain steady to this agreement, but in the 
height of the rains, antecedent to every other person, Zabitta Cawn first went 
and connected himself with the Mahrattas, and Hafiz Bahmat Cawn sent the 
holy Coran, which contains the religion of the Mussalmen, to the Mahrattas as 
a token of his friendship. He also gave them five laklis of rupees and estab- 
lished a friendship and good understanding with them. The whole world, 
are weU acquainted that envoys from Hafiz Bahmat were with the Mahrattas, 
and treated with them in the abqve manner. Myself continuing firm and 
steady to my engagements, I proceeded in concert with the English troops from 
Fyzabad to the assistance of the *110101 las and arrived by successive marches to 
Ramgaut. I previously acquainted Hafiz Rahmat Cawn that he should make 
preparation, and that I should shortly arrive and act in conjunction with him. 

As Hafiz Rahmat Cawn had entered into intrigues with the Mahrattas not- 
withstanding I was near him, and the Mahrattas at a considerable distance, 
he nevertheless under various pretensions and evasions drew near the Mahratta 
army to such a degree that the morning when I arrived with the English forces 
nnd came upon the Mahrattas, Hafiz Rahmat Cawn was within seven or eight coss 
of them, tehen from necessity only he came and waited on me. I am certain that 
if I had been- four gurries later with the English forces, he would have joined the 
Mahrattas and fallen upon me ; and thdt only from my near approach he was 
compelled to come to me. Afterwards when the Mahrattas could not face the 
English forces and myself, and set out for the Deccan, Hafiz Rahmat Cawn did 
not pay me a single daam on account of the agreement executed in presence of 
the General as aforementioned : nor did he treat me with that respect or pre- 
sent me with the customary presents, which arc used amongst mankind as 
marks o‘f friendship and hospitality.”* 

Mill asserts that Hastings inserted the paragraph regarding the Rohillas 
in his report because “ with a view to the future, it was politic to explain 
that the Vizier showed at first a desire to obtain English assistance for the 
seizure of the Rohilla country; it was politic also to slate the pretexts by 
which the expediency of that assistance might best appear to be established.” 

With regard to Hastings’ remark that ho was pleased that the Vizier urged 
the scheme of the expedition no further as it would have led our troops to 
a distance. Mill writes : “ Yet we have it from his pen that ho ‘ encouraged ’ 
the Vizier to the enterprise as what promised to be of the greatest advantage 
to the Company.” Mill also states that “ It was agreed between Hastings 
and the President that whenever the time convenient for the extirpation of 
the Robfllhs should arrive, the assistance of the English should not be wanting, 
and that the agreement respecting the Rohillas which it had been settled 
between the President and Vizier might be conveniently kept out of the 
ostensible treaty was wholly suppressed.” 

The charge brough t by Mill that Hastin gs had withheld from his colleagues changes brought 
informa tion regardmg.Eis negotiations with the Vizier, and tliat the agreement 
made by him with the Nawab respecting the Rohillas was kept out of the treaty, ifsp«cting his 
Waafl-nawered by Hastings when it was first brought against him by Prancis — “ I yJJier"* 
found hitll^ 7 pEe Vizier]?’ he wrote to the Directors, “still equally bent on the 
design of reducing the Rohillas, which I encouraged, as I had before done, 
by dwelling on the advantages which he would derive from its success, but 
objecting with great force the orders of the Company restricting us from such 
remote schemes of conquest, to which therefore I could not assent without 
such conditions obtained in return for it as might obviate their displeasure 
and* win their sanction to so hazardous and unauthorized a measure. I fear 
’not to quote these expressions addressing myself to fair and unbiassed judges 
who will not infer my real sentiments from the style and argument of a poii- 


^ Secret Select Committee’e Prooeedingti 4tb October 1773, Volume I, page 61. 



xviii 


iNTBODUCTIOir. 


f 


tical negotiation.”* In commentin|^ on ft lottef written by General Clavering, 
Mr. Monson, and Mr.l’rancis, Hastings wrote as follows 

“I have observed that 1 informed Messrs. Lawrcll, Vansittart, aad liambert, 

i who were deputed with me by tlie Board, of every circumstance th«at passed during the whole 
e(Uirse of the negotiation, but it was unnecessary that those circurhstauces should be recorded, 
I when they had become entirely foreign to the terms of the treaty. The Roliilla expedition 
. was laUJ ande, or more properly, it had *not been adopted, for the Vizier's proposal on this 
' ^j0(7f hair never been ratified. It is true an option remained with the Vizier to renew this 
' subject, but an option also remained with the administration either to reject or assent to it, 

I It so happened that he did renew the subject ; but at the time of concluding the Benares 
I Treaty, it appeared prohablo to me that he would not renew it; and where was the occasion 
I for loading our records with the particulars of transactions which had been voluntarily laid 

• asiiic by the Vizier who was the interested party in them, especially as they had been un- 
reservedly communicated by myself and the members who had been with me to the other 

, members of the administration in private intercourse. If he had renewed the proposal, it was 
then time enough to enter upon a public discussion of this matter, when it became a measure 
of administration and was decided upon by them. This is precisely the^case with the measure 
in question. Advantages were drawn from the Vizier's eagerness to pursue it which were 
happily retained by the Company, when the object of them had been struck out of the treaty. 
If he never had renewed it, these advantages would have remained with the Company; when 
lie did renew it. I thought it but common justice to point out to the Board the concessions 
which this consideration had induced him to grant. There wore no positive engagements 
, entered into relative to this matter. It remained with the Board to determine wbat influence 
; these circumstances should have in their decisions, and the question ^ whether the Vizier 
should or should not be assisted in attacking the Rohillas' remained open and, entire for the 
decision of the Hoard. If these circumstances had some weight iu the judgment of the* 
Board, it does not follow that they wore positive engagements. The word secret is*next used, 
surely not for candid purposes, and is applied to ray having withheld from the Court of 
! Directors' information respecting the Rohilla expedition, when I had no information to com- 
' municatc to them, but that the expedition was laid aside." 

In the strictures which the j^ntlemen of the majority make upon past transactions, 
having a complete vijw of ever)T.hlhg that has happened, they reason upon events respectin<» 
tny conduct before they had taken place, and seem to condemif me for not having seen into 
futurity. When the Vizier, after being so eager to adopt the Rohilla expedition, all at once 
gave it up, allliough he had conceded part of the terms upon which it was to have be^n under- 
taken, it did not appear to me probable that he would have renewed the proposal or that future 
circumstances not lying within the reach of human forcsiglit would happen to recommend it; 
but the gentlemen of the majority, knowing that the Rohilla expedition was afterwards adopt- 
ed, accuse mo for not having entered into a full discu.«ision and explanation of that subject, at 
a time when I had little reason to expect it would ever take place, I certainly thought 
it possible, and this is the plain meaning of the words used in my report upon the subject, mz, 

* that the measures to be pursued for his security in that quarter must Im determined by future 
occurrences. ^ That is, if the Rohilla would pay the forty lak’hs due from them and join in a 
scheme of defensive alliance with the Vizier, the measure be pursued for his security in that 
quarter would be to afford the Rohillas protection. If, on the contrary, they gave encourage- 
ment to the enemy or refused to pay the forty lakhs, the measures to be pursued for his secu- 
rity iu that quarter would be to drive out the Rohillas and reduce the country occupied by 

I them within the line of his dorainion."t 


The Vizier proposes Hastings was both surprised and mortified to receive, shortly after Ijis return 
RahmfKLm ' Calcutta, a letter fromTnc'Tirawab sTating “I have now determined to take 

possession of the country on the l)uabe which formerly belonged to the Kobillas 
.aud is now possessed by the Afabrattas. For this purpose I shall shortly des* 
patch my army thither and shall also follow myself. Should I, therefore, hare 
occasion for the assistance of the English forces to carry on my operations in 
that country, I desire to know what is your pleasure, — whether you will let me 
have those forces when I shall call for them, or you will not ?” f A month 
later the Nawah wrote ; “I have before written you several letters, which you 
may have received. I have now learnt that Hafiz Bahmat Cawn. and other 
sardars have intentions of taking possession of Ettawah dhd tho rest of the 
country belonging to the Mahrattas. I therefore write to inform you that if 
such is their intention, I will not put up with it, but shall undoubtedly under- 
take an expedition against them ; for, in the first place, they have not made good 
a single daam of the forty lakhs of rupees, according to their agreeineflt, aod in 
the next they are now going to take possession of another country. This I will 


* Secret Select Committee’s Proceedings, 8th December 1774, Volume 1, page 148. 
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never submit to, and am therefore determined to punish them. During our( 
interview at Benares we had some conversation on this subject, and it was then ! 
agreed on that I should pa^ to the Company the sura of forty lakhs of rupees i 
after the expulsion of the Tlohillas, and 2.10|00Q r upees monthly on account 
of the English brigade during my operations iu the Rohilla country ; and that 
TtSouH witli the assistance of the English forces endeavour to punish and 
exterminate the Bohillas out of their country*. If, therefore, these terms are 
agreeable to you, I desire to know whether you will assist me with the English 
forces, or you will not.’** 

The Select Committee came to the conclusion “tliat should the Vizier Tbe Select 
persist in his intentions with respect to tlie llobilla eountry, and determine to 
prosecute the enterprise with steadiness to a conclusion, tliis Government, con- Vi/Ter!*”* * 
sidering the strict alliance and engagements which subsist between the Com- 
pany and Shujah Dowla, and particularly what passed between tlie Vizier and’ 
the President at tliQ conference at Benares, cannot on this occasion refuse him 
support and assistance ; that the* terms proposed by the Vizier appear highly 
advantageous to the Company, not only on account of the sura w'luch is ulti- 
mately stipulated as a consideration for this service, but by immediately relieving 
them from the heavy expense of a large part of tlieir army. Provided, there- 
fore, full assurance and security can be obtained of the Vizier’s intention and 
ability to make good the many payments which will in this event be due to the 
Company. Resolved tb.nt the 2nd Brigade now quartered at Diuapore bo 
Ordered to march on the Vizier’s requisition. ’*t 

The Committee also agreed that the President be requested to prepare an 
answer to the* Vizier’s letters, llastiugs in the answer informed the Nawab that 
Avith respect to the Duabe he was liis own master to act in Avhatever manner he 
should deem most fitting for the advancement or security of his own alfairs, but 
that the orders of the Company were peremptory that he should not suffer 
their arras to he carried beyond the line of their OAvn boundary and those of 
His Excellency, their ally. “ Concerning the country of the Rohillas,” Hastings 
wrote, “ whatever was formerly proposed at Benares, that I am now equally 
ready to agree to — that is, the brigade Avliich is now at Dinapore shall march 
whenever you require it, to join you, and proceed w'ith you into the eountry 
of the Rohillas, which lies north of your dominions, to assist you in the en- 
tire reduction of it; and Your Excellency, on your part, will supply them 
monthly with the stipulated sum of Rs. 2,10,000 for their expenses, and, when- 
ever the country shall he so far conquered that you shall remain in possession 
of it, although the enemy may lurk in the hills and jungles, or a few refrac- 
tory zemindars, as is usual, may withliold their allegiance, and Your Excellency 
shall dismiss the brigade, you will, on its departure, pay forty lakhs of rupees to 
the Company as a consideration for that service. To prevent future misunder- 
standing I have been thus explicit. I must beg leave further to add that if' 
the*expedition shall be once undertaken, it will be absolutely necessary to * 
perseverd in it, until it shall be accomplished ; you will therefore reflect who- i 
ther ik will bo in your power to make the above payments punctually with 
others which are already due, and whether you can resolve on going through 
with the undertaking. If you are not certain of accomplishing these necessary 
points, I must request that you will suspend the execution of your under- 
taking till a more favourable time.”t 

Some doubts having arisen concerning the regularity of the issue by 
the Select Committee on their own sole authority of the order directing 
i^at the Second Brigade should march on the requisition of the Vizier it 
was agreed that their proceedings together with Hastings’ letter should be 
submitted to the whole Council. The President also laid before the Board 
a minute in which, after pointing out the greater probability of the Mahrattas 
and Rohillas joining in hostilities against the Vizier than that they should 
continue«ia«war against one another, he discusses thp advantage “ which would 
resuft to the Vizier, the ally of the Company, and to the Company itself, from* 

• Secret Select Committeo’a Proceedings, 86tli November 17?3, Vohimo 1, page 76. 
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liis possession of that part of Roliilla whioli is tlie object of tlie expedition 
now proposed.” “Our ally,” he writes, “ would obtain by this acquisition a 
’■ complete compact state shut in effectually from foreign invasions by the Gan- 
ges, all the way from the frontiers of Bahar to the mountains of Ihibet, while 
lie would remain equally accessible to our forces frqna the above provinces 
either for hostilities or protection. It would give him wealth, of which we 
should partake, and give him security without any dangerous increase of power. 
It would undoubtedly, by bringing bis frontier nearer to the Mahrattas, to whom 
singly he would be no match, render him more dependent on us and cement 
the union more firmly between us. I must further declare that I regard as 
none of the most inconsiderable benefits to the Company from this measure, 
besides the forty lakhs held out to us, the easing them immediately of thq 
burthen of one- third of their whole army, while at the same time it is employed 
usefully for their interests and conveniently for keeping pp its own discipline 
and practice in war.”* 

But though Hastings was convinced of the propriety of the expedition, 
ih(3 doubted its expediency at that particular time. He however confesses 
to” the Board that he is greatly embarrassed in”! coffin^ to~a 4eoitubn. in 

•consequence of what passed between the Vizier and hijgPLSelf, ..at i^napes. 
“ The Board, *’ he writes, “ will recollect that tliis^ery country was included in 
the line of defensive operations which they thought fit to adopt last year in 
support of the Vizier, and it is now necessary to acquaint them more fully that 
the Vizier at the interview did propose this expedition to me, and earnestly' 
solicited ray assistance. That I regarded this request as a lucky circumstance 
in the negotiation ; and availing myself of it as the means of purchasing the 
Vizier's compliance in the other measure which was the principal object of 
my commission, I consented to it, engaging to assist him in the enterprise on 
the conditions with which the Board are already acquainted. Afterwards from 
a suspicion of his own ability to make good so many pecuniary engage- 
ments at once as those lie had come under, he himself made the proposal for 
suspending the Bohilla expedition, hut the condition which took its rise from 
it, viz , that the future payment of the extra charges of the army sen£ at any 
time to bis assistance should be fixed at R2,10,000 per month for a brigade, 
was still allowed to be made an article of the new treaty, and it was further 
agreed that the stipulation for Corah, which I had before raised with difficulty 
to forty-five lacks of rupees, should now be made fifty in consideration of bis being 
exempted from the additional burthen of the projected campaign and better 
enabled to fulfil his other payments.”t Hastings felt “ that a direct refusal 
after what passed would have an unfriendTy^aspect, and might admit of the 
construction of artifice and insincerity in our dealings with him,” and for this 
reason, be informs the Board, “ he had in the letter expressed consent to the 
expedition in terms which, if he agrees to them, are most likely to secure the 
advantages hoped from it, but which are more likely to make him relinquish 
the design.” The Board concurred heartily with the President wishing 

to avoid the expedition proposed; without entering into a discussion of 
the propriety of such an enterprise on general principles, the Board see in 
their full force all the circumstances of doubt as to its present expedi- 
ency which the President has so clearly set forth, and they are also sensible 
of the embarrassment which lie lies under from what passed on the subject 
between him and the Vizier at Benares. They are equally solicitous to save 
the honour of the Company and watch over its interests,, and for that reason 
they approve of the letter now before them, which seems equally calculated 
to save both. The conditions, if accepted, would undoubtedly secure the 
greatest possible advantages from such enterprise, but they appear to them 
more calculated to drive the Vizier into a refusal, which is what they trust in, 
as its most probable and almost infallible consequence, and which they wish for 
as the proper result of this proposition in the present circumstances of affairs.’'^ 
The only member of the Board, who did not concur in the above re8(fiueioD,.wa8 
bir Robert Barker, the Commander-in-Chief, who was at that time engaged in a. 


t 
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warm controrersy with Hasthigs regarding military patronage. Sir Eobert 
Barker objected to the resolution of the Board that “ if the Vizier has the Rohilla 
country added to those of Outie and the Provinces of Oorah and Allahabad, he 
will be in possession of a revenue of nearly two crores and a half per annum, 
a sum that, in some future day, might render an enterprising genius a very 
troublesome neighbour on the north-west frontiers of the Company’s domini- 
ons; although we have no present occasion to suspect the sincerity of 
Sujah-ul-Baula’s attachment to our interests, yet it must not be forgotten 
that he is an Hindustander, or that a successor might enter the Government 
with very different ideas and disposition.’** 

The letter which Hastings sent the Nawab did not, however, cause him to 
relinquisTT his des ign. He acknowTedged “ the receipt of the friendly letter in-’ 
forming him that the English brigade is either for the protection of my own 
dominions or to assist me in my operations against the Rohillas ’’t and he re- 
quested that a positjve order should be sent to the Gommandcr-in-Chief to march 
the forces to the borders of Oude! It was impos sible to temporize any longer. 

On the 14th February 1774 orders wereissueoto CoTonel Champion to tahecom- 
luand of the brigade marching to Oude, but even up to the last moment Hastings 
■evidentli^hbped that the expeditioh against the Rohillas would be postponed, for 
we read — “ As the Vizier appears completely occupied at present in his expedi- 
tion into the Bo-auba for the recovery (in behalf of the King Shaw Allum) of 
the territory seized by the Mahrattas, we imagine he will hardly find time 
•this season to attempt anything towards the conquest he meditates of the 
Rohilla Country before described. We think it, however, necessary to suppose 
■the possibility of such a service taking place in describing the line of your 
operations.”J 

On the 24th of February the united forces entered the territory of the Vizier The Rohm* war. 
and on the 17tli of April invaded the Rohilla dominions. On the 9th of May the 
President laid before the Board a letter from the Coramander.in-Chief announc- 
ing a decisive victory over the enemy. The English Commander does justice 
to the .bravery of the foe. “ Hafiz,” he writes, “ and his army, consisting of 
about forty thousand shewed great bravery and resolution, annoying us with their 
artillery and rockets ; tliey made repeated attempts to charge, but our guns 
being so much better served than theirs, kept so constant and galling a fire, that 
they could not advance, and where they were closest, there was the greatest 
slaughter ; they gave proofs of a good share of military knowledge by showing 
inclinations to force both our fianks at the same time, and endeavouring to call 
off our attention by a brisk fire on our centre.”§ Of the enemy about two 
thousand fell, many leading chiefs being amongst the number of the slain. “ Stan- 
dards,’* writes Colonel Champion, “ we have taken without number, and above 
fifty pieces of cannon, Wt what renders the victory most decisive is the death of 
Hafiz Rahmut, who was liilled whilst bravely rallying his people to battle ; one 
oF Kis'sons was also killed. One taken prisoner, a third returned from flight to- Death of H«fiz 
day and ft in the hands of Sujah.”|| Thus fell the great Rohilla chief. He “ *"• 

was endowed with great personal courage and considerable powers of states- 
manship, but these qualities Were neutralised by his extreme prudence and 
caution. His great fault was avarice, which being united to insincerity 
led him to be distrusted by his fellow chieftains and paved the way to 
his final ruin. He rose to power by betraying the solemn trust of his 
friend, and the only title he had to the kingdom of Rohilcund was the 
title of fraud. His character has been painted in glowing colours by the 
• 

• Secret Select Committee’s Proceedings, 26tli November 3778, Volume 1 page 81. 

Mill writes : His abilities in making out a case, tbongb singularly great, were unable to produce unanimity, 
and it was not till after a long debate, that a decision in favour of the expedition wa* obtained. The Msjstance was 
promised on the very terms concerted and settled between him and the Vizier ; and yet this President naa the art to 
penoade bis colleagues, and joined with them in a declaration to their common masters, that these 
favoai able to the English and so bnrdeniome to the Vizior, as to render his acceptance of them improbable, and there* 
fore to leave but little chance of their Involving the Englisli Government in admeasure which the principal conductors 
of that Govoramlnt were desirous to avoid*” Vol. 8, page 571* 
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enemies of Hastings, but it is impossible to discoHr nnjrtbing that would male 
him a hero or a benefactor.* * * § , , ^ • 

In the letter wbicb Cofon®! CImmpion sent to «ie Board a^^^^ 

Ch»inpion on the t j_ yictorv h<‘ severely criticised the condadt of the Nawao and his tr oops 
NawaLndhU He wrote-‘‘No sooner wa5 the enemy irreeoyer- 

ably ^roke thivu^they pushed after them and got much plunder m money, 
e&ants and camels, &c., »&c., &c. Their camp equipage (which was 
aiSS^ W proves that we came on them by surprise) m b udiatever 
effe^thev could not carry off fell a sacrifice to the ravages of the Nabob s 
plple, whilst the Company's troops in regular order w their ranks 
ohservGti ‘ U''o...have the honour of the day and these bandits the pi ofit. f 
The Board, in their letter congratulating the Chief on his victor^, remarked : 

“So decisive an instance of the superiority of the Company s arms mnnot 
fail of reviving in all its force the reputatirtu they formerly acquired m Indus- 
tan, and ivliieh ten years of peace had douhtloss in some degree weakened in 
the’minds of the princes of the country.’* Tliey complimented the troops 
on their valour, and the General on his skill and the order and discipline he 
had maintained among the troop.s. They expressed their special satisfaction 
that the General had “"from the beginning opposed and at last obtained a stop 
to be put to the devastation of the Itohilla country by the army of the Vizier, 
a mistaken policy altogether incompatible with the design of the war and 
repugnant to luunanity, and we have a sensible pleasure in testifying our entire^ 
approbation of your conduct in this respect.” $ 

'I'hc militai-y conduct of the expedition was entirely left to the, Commander- 
in*Chicf, but the power of directing the services to be performed was left to 
the Vizier. This division of authority led to friction which rapidly grew into 
personal hostility between the two men. Every letter received from Colonel 
Champion was charged with complaints against the Nawab. He was staled 
to be avaricious? cowardly, and cruel, vices unfortunately common to most 
oriental despots. The Coummndcr-in-Cliief was “greatly afraid that the 
Vizier’s behaviour to the family of the Nabob Hafiz Eahmut and to theauhabi- 
tants of his country will render our connection with him reproachful to us 
and tend to lessen that reputation of our justice which had heretofore prevailed 
in these countrics.”§ This catted forth a manly and vigorous rebuke from the 
Governor. Hastings wrote : “It never could have been suspected by the Board 
that their orders to you Avould have tied up your hands from protecting the 
miserable, stopped your ears to the cries of the widow and fatherless, or shut 
your eyes against the wanton display of oppression and cruelty. I am totally 
at a loss to distinguish wdierein their orders have laid you under any greater 
restraint than your predecessors. No authority which the Board could have 
given coUld be capable of preventing the effects you mention since they 
could give you no control over the actions of the Vizier further than the weight 
and influence of your counsel and advice.” || „ 

In a letter to Mr. Middleton, who had been appointed Resident at the 
Court of Oude, Hastings remarked: — 

" Colonel Champion complains of the conduct of the Vizier in suffering, and even oider- 
ing his troops to ravage the country, and in his cruel treatment of the family of Ha6z 
Rahmut. This is a subject on which I cannot write to the Vizier. It might widen the breach 
' between him and the Commander-in-Ciiief, and probably influence the Nawab to some private 
' revenge on the unhappy remains of Haiiz Rahmut's family. I desire, therefore, that you will 
j take an immediate occasion to remonstrate with him agidnst every act of cruelty or wanton 
violence. The country is his and tl.j people his subjects. They claim by tliat relation bis 
teudereet regard and unremitted protection. The family of Haflz have never iujurtd him, bu<i 


* How little the enemies of Hastings know about Haiiz Rabniut Khan is amusingly illustrated by the fact that 
they confounded him with Uahz, the famous poet of Shiraz, who lived only four hundred years previously. In the 
Parliamentary Register there is the following passage : — 

Hafiz Rahmut, the most eminent of their Chiefs,— as famous throughout the East for tho elegance of his litera* 
tare and tho. spirit of his poetical comiysitions (by which he supported the name of Hafiz) aa for hia murage was 
invaded/' &c. &c. Parlinmcntary Register, No. LXXVl, page 2U6. 
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bftve B claim to his protection in defialt of that of which he has deprived them. Tell him that 
the English manners are abhorrent of every species of inhumanity and oppression, and enjoin 
the gentlest treatment gf a vanquitted enemy. Require and entreat his observance of this 
principle towards the family of UaRz. Tell him my instructions to you generally, but urgently 
enforce the same maxims, and that no part of his conduct will operate so powerfully in wiu- 
' ning the affections of the English as instances of benevolence and feeling for others. If these 
arguments don’t prevail, you may inform him directly that you have my orders to insist upon 
a proper treatment of the family of Hafiz Halirnut ; since in our allianco with him our national 
character is involved in every act which subjects his own (o reproach ; that I sLill publicly ex- 
culpate this Government from the imputation of assenting to such a procedure, and shall re- 
serve it ns an objection to aUy future engagements with him, when the present seiVice shall 
have been accompJised.”* * * § 

Colonel Champion, experienced in the tactics of war, unfortunately tliou^ht.^'‘'“”P"’“‘» 
that he was also a master of the tactics of diplomacy. He entered into 
negotiations with Fyzpollah Khan, ^^ho only Uohilla Chief who- had not sur- 
rendered, and who proposed to pay the Nawab twenty lakhs of rupees if 
he would reinstate him. He also offered a large sum of money to the 
Company if they would use their iiilluonce with tlio Vizier to grant him his 
request. Hut writes Colonel Chamjuon: “His Excellency said he would 
not give him back a span of his country for a croro of rupees ; that ho 
had no objection to my pi’otccting Eyzoollali Khan's person, but that the 
treasure must he considered as the property of His Excellency independent 
of the English.”t Champion was desirous that Hastings should accept the 
^oney offered by Eyzoollah Kiian, and should bring pressure to bear on the 
Vizier to»restoro his lief in llohileund. But Hastings, who has been so often 
accused of h'jjding English troops to the Vizier merely for the sake of lucre, 
refused to assent to the proposals made on the broad ground “ that they are dia- 
metrically opposite to the principle on which the Bohilla expedition was on our 
part undertaken, wdiieh was not merely on account of the pecuniary acquis'ition 
of forty lakhs of rupees to the Company, for although this might be an accessory 
argument it was by no means the chief object of the undertaking. Wo engaged 
to assist the Vizier ill reducing the llohilla country under his doniiuion, that the 
bounclai^ of his possessions might be completed by the Ganges forming a 
barrier to cover them from the attacks and insults to which they are exposed 
by his enemies either possessing or having access to the llohilla country. 

Thus our alliance with him, and the necessity for maintaining this alliance, so 
long as he or his successors shall deserve our protection, ivas reiidorcd advan- 
tageous to the Company’s interest, because the security of his possessions from 
invasion in that quarter is in fact the security of ours. But if the llohilla 
country is delivered to Eyzoollah Khan, the advantages proposed from this 
alliance will bo totally dcfeated.”t 

Eyzoollah Klian was reputed to have, according to the most moderate com- 
putation, seventy* five lakhs of rupees in ready money, and Colonel Champion was 
greatly incensed at the Vizier’s declaration that the treasure must bo considered 
as his property. The express stipulation that tlie English troops should serve for 
a certain fixed sum had barred them from having a share of the booty captured. 

Colonel Champion considered this to bo a wrong botli to himself and his men. He 
wrote to the Board “ By their gallantry they have reduced this country, and, of 
course, gained the Company half a million of money ; they have, moreover, been 
the enrichers of Sujah-ul-Dowlali to an immense amount ; before their faces he 
has seized these riches, and he has not even thanked them for their services. 

These matters, gentlemen, are in my opinion of the highest importance, and 

deserve yojiv most serious consideration. Tlie good temper and forbearance of 

your army* under such temptation is matter of the greatest admiration, and a 

source of infinite satisfaction to me, but I must confess I am afraid that if 

.some mark of favour and gratification for tlieir services is not manifested, it 

may be somewhat dangerous ever to try an experiment of this kind again, 

or to put the temper and patience of any part of your troops so much to 

the proof*.”? Hastings refused to consider the suggestion so skilfully champwiiW^ue»t 

lysyea. “ The very idea,” he states in a private letter to Champion, “ of prize- for piTze-nioiiey, 

* Momoirfl of Warroii by Gleig, Volume 1, pngo 438. 

f Secret Select Cbinmittce's Proceedings, 3rd June 1774, Volume I, pug© 107. 

J Memoirs of Warren Hastings, by Gleig, Volume I, pages 433 & 431 

§ Secret Seleot Committee's ^oceediugs, 8rd June 1774, Volume 1, page 107. 
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money suggests to my remembrance the former disorders which arose in 
our army from this service, and bad almost proved fatal to it. Of this circum- 
stance you must be sulficiently apprized, and of 'the necessity for discouraging 
every expectation of this kind among tlie troops. It is to be avoided like 
poison.”*. Champion never forgot the rebuke. It rankled in his mind long 
after and betrayed itself on more than one occasion. 


The termination of the Rohilla war coincides with the close of Tfftiatipga*^ 
administration as Governor of Bengal. By an Act passi m the pr^ieus year 
ithe constitution of the Company had been greatly changed, and tlie Government 
of India had mainly passed into the hands of the ministers of the Crown. 
India was to be ruled by a Governor-General of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa and 
four Councillors. Tlie Governor of Bengal was converted into a Governor- 
General in order to give emphasis to the fact that the other presidencies were 
made subordinate to Bengal. The first Governor-General and Councillors were, 
according to the Act, to be nominated by Parliament and to hold office for 
five years, but after that the patronage reverted to the Company subject to the 
Act, approbation of the Crown. The Regulating Act of 1773 also empowered the 
King by Charters, or Letters Patent, to erect and' establish a Supreme* Court of 
Judicature at Fort William to consist of a Chief Justice and three bther Judges, 

; the new Court to have authority over all civil, criminal, admiralty and ecclesi- 
astical jurisdiction given to it by Charter. Warren Hastings was nominated 
by the Act the first Governor-General; Barwell, Clavering, Monson, and Philip 
Francis were the first four Councillors. Barwell had excellent parts which had 
been improved hf long administrative experience ; Clavering had neither ability 
nor tact and he never learnt the art of governing his temper. He owed his appoint- 
ment entirely to parliamentary influences. Monson was a brave old soldier of 
no political capacity. The most remarkable member of the new Council, 
was Philip Francis. His character has been sketched with skill and fidelity 
by Lord Macaulay. “Junius,” he writes, “was a man clearly not destitute 
of real patriotism and magnanimity, a man whose vices were not of the sordid 
kind. Bat he must also have been a man in the highest degree arrogant 
and insolent : a man prone to malevolence, and prone to the error of mistaking 
his malevolence for public virtue I Docst thou well to be angry ? was the ques- 
tion asked in old times of the Hebrew prophet. And he answered, * I do well.’ 
This was evidently the temper of Junius; and to this cause we attribute 
the savage cruelty which disgraced several of his letters. No man is so 
merciless as he who, under a strong delusion, confounds his antipathies (vith 
his duties. All this we believe might stand with scarcely any aficration for 
a character of Plulip Francis.” Had Macaulay studied the minutes and letters 
now printed he would have had no reason to correct or modify his judgment 
regarding Philip Francis. The minutes, like the letters of Junius, display the 
same art of assuming a groat moral and political superiority and the same art 
[of evading difficulties, insinuating unproved charges, and imputing unworthy 
[motives^ The minutes, like the letters of J unius, are distinguished for their clear 
[and vivid style and are charged with envenomed and highly elaborated sarcasm. 
Hn them is displayed the art \vhich Francis possessed to supreme perfection of 
{giving tbe arguments on his side their simplest, clearest, and,8tronge8t*'expres8ioh, 
in disengaging them from all extraneous matter, and making them transparently 
jevident to the most cursory reader, t 

^ On the 26th October 1774 the new Council met for the first time and 
iithen commenced that long quarrel which after distracting British }n^ia was re- 
'inewed in England, and in which all the most eminent statesmen and oralibrs of 
Ithe age took an active part. Hastings laid before his colleagues an able minute 
on the revenue and politics of the country. He explained the mode he adopt- 

^ Secret Select Coininittec'B Proceedingn, 8th Merch 1776, Volume II, pege 274. 

t History of Kngiand in the Eighteenth Century, Lecky, Volume III, p, 236, 
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ed for the collection of the revenue. He earnestly olTered his advice “ for the 
coutinuation of this system with such alterations only as the late change in the 
Government has reu,dercd ind'spensahly necessarv.”* In discussing the ]>olitical Oovomiufti 
system he dwelt on the %nan;ijtoty .and. tlie. RohiUa war which he 
detcnded on the ground both ’of State policy and~ 3 usffce. Pis new colleagues, 
who had been only a week in India and bad not had Ihe timeTo~niiastcr 
even the elements of Indian polity, condemned the treaty and denounced 
impolitin a>nl un^iistj^ Af~fITe~sahie''lTn!e they pr of CSSplI "their 
inability to arrive at any sati.sfacl.ory conclusions ro.spectiug either on the 
mere minute of the Governor-General, and they formally demanded the corre* 
spondeimo whio h had passed between binTaml Wr. MiddMomIlio ResuIenranRe 
t^urt of Oudh.^ As lias tings had re(j^uested Middleton to write to him ivltbout 
letters contained a great deal that was 2 )rivate and conridential,’ 
mstings d eclined to produce them. But he freely consented to furnisW 
Ins colleagues witli every sentence in the letters which might throw lighfl 
on the matter under discussion. Jlis colleagues however declared that thev ha(J 
only discovered on landing that “the reduction of the Itohillas was completed, 
and that our army about the beginning of this month was stationed upon the 
skirts of the mountains of Tibet, at a place so distant from our frontier 
and so considerably to tho north of Delhi, tliat it is not comprehended in any 
of the ordinary maps of ludostan, and in this situation other lights into the 
nature of the negociation and engagements with Sujah Dowla beyond any 
that we have yet received are undoubtedly necessary. » * * * 

think a* complete communication of tho original coiTespondcnoe between 
the late President and the Company’s Kesident at the Darhar and the Cora- 
raander-in-Chief of the Company’s troops now in the field indispensably 
requisite for the information of the Board.”t Hastings adhered to his de- 
termination not to produce the letters, and in his minute to the Colirt of 
Directors, dated 3rd December 1774, ho justified his action on the ground 
that there were few persons in the service of any considerable trust or rank 
with whom he had not had private correspondence, and that it would be a 
dishontmrable breach of confidence to disclose the contents of these letters. 

He wrote : “ My predecessors have ever followed the same rule, and I am 

persuaded would have thought it a dishonourable breach of confidence had they 
inserted on the records of the Company any letters which had been addressed 
to them as extra-oflicial and private, without the consent of the writers of' 
them. Lord Clive, Mr. Verelst, Mr. Cartier, General Smith, and General Sir 
llohert Barker arc able to contradict me if I have misquotcxl their practice, 
and I shall be glad to apjjcal to them for the truth of it if there can be a 
doubt on the subject. A circumstance exactly in point to tho present 
matter in dispute hai)peried in the course of Colonel Smith’s correspondence 
with the Select Committee in 176G, when by some mistake the subject of a 
private letter from the Colonel to tbe President was only alluded to in a letter 
from tliD Select Committee, upon which occasion the Colonel asserts his senti- 
ments of the sacred rights of jwivate correspondence in the following words : 

* I have been made accountable to a public Board for an unprejudiced discussion 
of facts which ought never to have transj)ired beyond the breast of the right 
honourable person to whom, and whom only, they were addressed;’ and the 
Select Committee, by their silence, acquiesced in those sentiments.” ^ Hastings 
added : “ One reason alleged by the majority for the demand which had with 
so much perseverance been made for Colonel Champion and Mr. Nathanud 
Middletown’s letters was that without them, and specially without those I with- 
held from them, their knowledge of the State and circumstances of the Rohilla 
War, which was td enable them to judge of the propriety of continuing tho army 
in that quarter, or to determine its removal, would be inoomploto, yet they 
had neither taken time to read the series of the former political rej)orts whicii 
I had recommended for their perusal, nor the letters of Colonel Champion and 
Mr Nrtthaniel Middleton, with which I had promised to furnish them, although 
these were surely as necessary for their information as the private letteVs 
addressed to me the contents of wliieh they could not know, and I had declared 

* Secret Select Committee’s Proceeilings, 26th October 1774, Volume ], page 116. 

f Ihid 28th 0<?tober 1774v pege 121, 

I Jbtd 6th December 1774, „ page 162. 
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to them cotitained no information on the'points on which they wanted it.”* In 
a letter to Ijord North, Hastings wrote : The immemorial usage of the service 

bad left the whole correspondence with the countey powers in the hands of thie 
Povornor, and Mr. Middleton in that light could only receive his orders from 
find address his letters to me. In the eourse of his co):respondonce I had en- 
couraged him to speak his sentiments freely under the assurance of their never 
[becoming the subject of public record in cases which I judged improper for 
such a communication. When therefore Mr. Monson moved for the whole being 
laid before the Board I could not consistently either with honour or good 
faith comply. I urged these reasons, but they were overruled, and Mr. Middle- 
, ton was immediately called from his station, and thus a d^laration made to 
all Indostan that my authority was extinct, and that new men and new 
measures would henceforth prevail. I do not know what use my opponents 
may make of my refusal to show those letters. I declare I^have submitted every 
part to their perusal which was necessary for their information on public 
affairs, and as to those I have withheld. Your. Lordship will, I hope, one day 
judge of the propriety of my conduct in this respect, it being my intention, as 
soon as Mr. Middleton arrives, to collect my entire correspondence with him, 
and to offer it for Your Lordship’s inspection.”t 

On Hastings’ refusal to deliver up his private letters it was resolved by the 
majority, consisting of the new Councillors, that Mr. Middleton should be re- 
calied, and that the negotiation with the Vizier ' should be committed to Colonel 
Champion or to the ofllccr who on the receipt of the orders should chance to be 
first in command of the brigade in the field. Hastingsjrotested against .the 
I'esolution as “ it proclaimed the annihilation of my authority in that branch of 
the Government in which the Company for obvious political reasons have ever 
thought it necessary to invest their Governor with the ostensible powers, and 
Avhich'in their very first orders to the new Administration they have directed 
should be continued to be conducted thi*ough him.”$ Tho^rotest however fell on 
the ears of men who had made up their minds to followa definite course of action. 

! At the next meeting of the Board they resolved that the Coinmander-in-Ohief 
should be ordered to demand from the Vizier the forty lakhs due for the service 
; of our troops in the Rohilla campaign and all other sums which might be 
due upon his other engagements. If the Vizier was unable to comply with these 
demands the Commanding Ofllccr might accept not less than twenty lakhs in 
partial payment, and securities for the remainder in twelve months. In case 
'the Vizier should refuse to comply with these demands the Commanding 
Officer was within fourteen days after the receipt of these instructions to 
retire, with the army under his command and withdraw it into the Company’s 
territories. It was also resolved “ that further orders be sent to Colonel Cham- 
])ion or the Officer commanding the brigade that after having finished the 
negotiations for the money now due, he do immediately withdraw the whole 
of the forces under his command within the limits of the province of Ouflh 
and that unless the Vizier should require the continuance of the trooft» for the 
defence of his original dominions, with the provinces of Korah and lllahabad 
he return with them to the cantonments of I)inapore.”§ * 

Hastings regarded the immediate demand of payment as harsh and im- 
politic, and considered the sudden recall of the troops as a breach of treaty 

and a violation of the faith of the Company. He wrote to the Directors : 

“ They have disregarded the faith of our engagements which even in the most 
violent revolutions have ever been transmitted as sacred from one Government 
to that which has succeeded it ; they have exposed the conquest which the 
British arms have acquired for the Vizier to be wrested from,him, with the loss" 
of our military reputation ; they have risked the loss of the pecuniary resources 
which were stipulated for the Company as the fruits of their successes; and they 
have precipitately withdrawn the brigade from its station where *it8 whole 

expense is borne by the Vizier, to become again a heavy and useless burthen 

upon ourselves.” II * tt r , 

• Secret Select Committee’e Proceeding., 8th December 1774, Volhme I, {wge 154. 

t Memoir* of Warren U&atiuga by Oloig, Voiuine 1, pages 474 and 476. 

t Secret Select Coinmittee'e Proceedings, 8th December 1774, Volume I, page 166. 

S Jbid 28th October 1774, „ page 122. 
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Not content with weal^ning the dignity and authority of Hastings by 
the recall of his representative in Oudo, not content with endangering the safety 
of the kingdom of our ally* by the recall of the troops, the majority pro. 
oeeded to denounce the Eohilla War as impolitic and unjust, and ordered an 
enquiry to be instituted into the manner in which it had been conducted, in 
the hope of fastening upon Hastings the responsibility for every outrage per- 
petrated by the Vizier and his troops. The event proved very different to what 
they anticipated. It is instructive to compare the description of the state orE'iquiry into tiw 
Bohilcund at the close of the war as described by those who took a part in the **®**'*‘'‘ 
campaign and the picture drawn by Macaulay. Few portions of his’ brilliant 
work have achieved a more successful notoriety. It is read wherever English 
letters have penetrated, and it may be said to be stereotyped in the English 
mind. It has created a deep and lasting prejudice against the great man who 
founded our Indian Empire, and to it is mainly due the charge so often 
brought by fervent politicians that India was acquired by enormous crimes. 

Macaulay in his essay on WS-rren Hastings writes — “ Then the horrors of 

Indian war were let loose on the fair valleys and cities of Eohilcund. The 

whole country was in a blaze. More than a hundred thousand people fled 

from their homes to pestilential jungles, preferring famine and fever and the 

haunts of tigers to the tyranny of those to whom an English and a Christian 

Government had for shameful lucre sold their substance, and their blood, and 

the honour of their wives and daughters.” Colonel Leslie, the first witness EviJen ot of Colon 

summoned before the Council, stated: “I would beg leave to distinguish 5^' 

between* the real inhabitants and the acquired ones. By the acquired ones I 

mean the Rthillas or Afghans who conquered the country and became the 

masters of it. I believe the Gentoo inhabitants were not oppressed. The 

ryots have been as much cherished by him as they ever were under any fornier 

Government, except at the time of the march of the army through their 

country, but they returned to their plough immediately and seemed to be 

as happy as ever,”*^ witness admitted that a certain portion of tlie 

country was in flames — a Very different matter to the whole country — and added : 

"TTTie hatlYB Inhabitants after I left Bissowly between that and Simbu were all 
at their habitations and had returned to their cultivation of the country ; when 
I went down towards the banks of the Ganges it was highly cultivated, but about 
Puttorgur which was the place of arms and retreat of the Bohillas before they 
retired to Loll Dang as their last resource, there was no cultivation but of 
sugar.”t 

Regarding the outrages committed by the Vizier, Colonel Leslie declared 
that he had heard many “vague reports regarding the matter and certain 
particular ones which were attended with such circumstances that I could 
scarce give any credit to from the situation of the parties. There was a 
pfiyticular one at Bissowly ; one of the daughters of the Rohilla Chief of that 
place whpm they said he had committed violence upon, and that she in con- 
sequence* poisoned herself, and knowing the situation of the Vizier at that 
time'I thought it almost impracticable, which made me give very little credit to 
the stories which I heard at the time of such a nature.” On being cross- 
examined by General Clavering as to the treatment the Rohillas received at the 
hands of the Nawab, Colonel Leslie stated : “ The prisoners who fell into the 
hands of the Vizier, which I believe to be very few, are now entertained in 
his service; there are some of the sons of Hafiz Rahmut, two particularly 
whom I know,4nd have often seen riding in his suite. He generally took one 
of thesrf out with him all the time he was at Bissowly ; their appearance was 
’ good, ani I think the same of the rest 'of his cavalry, and they appeared 
contented, but no doubt he kept a watchful eye on them.”t 

Mr, Francis then asked the witness the following question : — 

Q. — “ Did the Vizier make any enitnble allowance for the maintenance of the families of 
the,conc|aered chiefs, or were tliey abandoned to distress and misery for want of the common 
necessaries of life at any time V’ 

• Secret Select Committee’* Proccediogi, 19tli December 1774, Volume I, page 162. 
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“ The Vizier has I am tohl settled allowanoes, ja^jhirs upen most of tlioin, but I 

believe not sufficient to keep them in that way of life they are hrouglit up in ; but upon my 
word I don’t know what distresses they have been broii'jht'to as they tire confined within forts, 
i but the report of the world says they suffer great distress.”* 

Major Hannay was the next witness. In answer^ to the fipt question 
regarding the oppression stated to be exercised by the Vizier, he said : “ To the 
best of my knowledge I saw no signs of oppression to tlio inhabitants pjf the new, 
conquered country, bur^’om parlicula'r enquiries wfiich I liad an opportunity 
oTmalong of tlio country people, they said they had met with no treatment that 
they coifid complain of ; that from the treatment they had met with they had no 
reason to lear greater severity from the Vizier than their former master8.”t This 
is a very different picture to that painted by Macaulay, who describes Hastings 
folding his arms and looking on while their villages were hurried, their children 
butchered, and their women violated, '^'he Rohillas were not, as Macaulay 
depicts them innocent men, fighting for their liberty, but military adven- 
turers who only half a century previously had?* conquered the country. Major 
Hannay in his evidence stated : ” 1 have learnijd from many people that it is only 
within fifty years tliat the llohillas have become masters of tho country to the 
north of the Ganges ; that they were originally Afghans, came to Indostan under 
a sardar named Baud Cawn, and that they conquered that country from the 
Hindoos, and tliat since that time they liave followed no other profession than 
that of arms, and the ancient Hindoos have cultivated the country."} No doubt 
villages were burnt as they have been burnt iii every war, hut Major Hannay 
jinfor^med the Board that both tho Vizier and the llohillas were concerned in 
Ihurning the villagcis. ” I was informed that some days before ojir arrival at 
Shawbad, the llohillas had burned some villages towards Mamdy in the Vizier's 
ancient dominions.'’§ As to the country bidng reduced to a desert and a hundred 
thonsand people flying to the jungles. Major Hannay stated t ** At the time 
that I wont upon an expedition from Bissowly to Sumbul, Meradahad, and Ram- 
pore, tho_i(Oim-txy , appicared to he in good cultivation, the inhabitants were 
employed in tilling it. It is in general one of the best cultivated countries 
I have seen in Indostan, and very well inhabited, and tlie people appeartd to be 
busy at this time as if there had been a profound peace, and under no kind of 
apprehension from the conquerors.” H 

In the course of his cross-examination by Francis Major Hannay was 
asked : — 

Q._" Do you know or believe that tlie Vizier entered tbe zenanas of the wives of any of 
the Rohilla Chiefs ? ” 

J , — “ It is iinpossihle for mo to answer with any degree of precision from the zenanas 
being spacious places consisting oE many apartments many of which are not occupied hy women. 

, I never knew of hi- going into any of them at Pelhbeet. I can positively say he did not, for 
,he never went, into Uie town of I'ellybect. At Bissowly I have heard timt he went frequently 
‘into the zenana there, !)ut to the West o! my remembrance it was after the women were removed 
to camp, and tliat he was fitting up the zenanas for the reception of his owu family during the 
'time he was going to Puitergur.”if 

Regarding the Rohillas whose chai’acter Inas been painted in* such 
glowing colours hy Burke, Mill, and Macaulay, Major Hannay stated: 

“ Tlicir national character has in general been the want of sincerity, to 
olucidate which I beg leave to mention one instance. At the time that 
Mahomed Ally was their chief lie prevailed upon the Almora Raja and 
the other hill llajas to assist him in his rebellion against tlie King, Mahomed 
Shah ; that tlicy did assist him with 20,000 men, that upon the approach 
of the imperial army they found themselves so much inferior in ‘point of 
strength that they judgiul it imprudent to give liim hattle^ind prevailed upon 
the Almora Raja to admit them into his couniry, the access to which is so 
strong, that a small number of troops may defend the pass against a very nume- 
rous army. They continued there till an invasion of the Mahrattas required 
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that the army of the empire should he returned against them. As soon as ever 
the army of tlie empire quitted the Itohilla country* then the Ilohilias seized 
the country of the* Almora Kaja, their ally, carried away most of the hand- 
somest women of the country captives, amongst others the daughter of thoEaja, 
whom Ally Mahomed took himself, and she was the mother of the present 
Pyzulla Cawn. This is mentioned as an instance of their insincerity ; farther it 
is a proverb in Indostan that they pray Avith one hand and rob with the other. 

Their manner of makinsc war is much the same as is practised all over 
Indostan ; tow’ards their conquered enemies they have g(Mierally been.bloody ; 
those whom they have saved they commonly made captive's of ; and i^ the late 
campaign I have been very well assured by many of the prisoners that their 
intentions towards us AAere very bloody, that they had orders to give no • 
quarter."* 

The next witness called Avas tlolonel Champion, the bitter foe of thejEvidence of Colou 
Vizier and of Hastings, lie desw'ibed no burning villages, nor thousands 
people flying from their homes to pestilential jungh-s, but be stated : “ The 
native inhabitants are still remaining and the country is in a flourishing condi- 
tion." Colonel Champion on being asked Avbether he had heard the report that 
brutal outragas had been offered to the wive.s and daughb'rs of the Rohillas of 
tlie highest rank, said : “ I did hear such a report, but as to the grounds I 

have none sufficient to prove tlie accusation, but the report of it Was made to 

nie.”t 

^ * 

\ The ftyidence of Colonel Leslie, Major Hannay, and Colonel Champion, a 
''mpstlEostile Anitness, removes what Macaulay stated to be " a lasting stain on 
the fame of ITastinga and of England ” H is no doubt a great erime to trample 
but a nationality, but of this crimo in our conquest of India aa’o are guiltle^. 

In India Ave found mcnnielonging to diverse races speaking diverse tongues 
lighting for the supremacy. We found no n atmn. The Musulman poAver was' 
effete long before the battle of Plassey. Erave in battle, the folloAvers of 
Mohammed Avere intolerant and proved themselA^es unfit to govern. All chance 
of Hindflo supremacy Avas lost on the field of Panipat. The Malirattas were 
brave marauders but were d('stitute of the gifts with which nature has endowed 
the races meant to rule. The Ilohilias were soldiers of fortune from Afghan- 
istan Avho bad only half a century before their defeat conquered the fair 
valleys and cities of llohilcund. Hastings, in his minute to the Directors, states : 

“ I must beg leave to take exception to the AA'ord nalioit applied to thellohilla^ 

They are a tribe of Afghans or Pathans, free-booters who conquered tlie country 
about sixty years ago, and have ever since lived upon the fruits of it, without 
contributing either to its cultivation or manufactures, or even mixing with 
the native inhabitants. The Ilohilias are Mahometans, the natives Hindoos, 
and have only changed masti'rs.” J Colonel Leslie in his evidence remarked that 
the Roliillas “ made the inliahitants till the ground, left them a substance, and 
kept the jrest to tbemselvcs."§ And Major Hannay informed the Board that 
since the time the Ilohilias conquered the country “ they have folloAVod no 
dther profession than that of arms and the ancient Hindoos have cultivated 
the country. "II 

The llohilla war was no bravo struggle of patriots fighting for their native EfixiuoLt!!*. |? 
land; it Avas a struggle of marauders lighting to maintain their supremacy— - 
over a people AA^hora they w^re incapable of protecting from other marauders. 

The Malirattas had laid waste the country and driven the Rohillas into their 
mountain fastnesses. At this grave crisis in their affairs the Rohilla chiefs 
appealed fflr assistance to the Nawab of Oude, the ally of England. The 
Kawal) of Oude consented to lend his aid on the express condition that if the 
Malirattas Avero Compelled to retire from the country with or without Avar, the 
Rohillas should pay a certain sum of money. The treaty was signed and rati- 

• Secret S|leciCoramittee'8 Proceedingg, 19th Decembor 1774, Volume I, P S. 
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fled by the Oommander-in-OIuef of the English troops. The Mhhrflttas were 
compelled to retire, but they invaded the couijtry next ySa? ftild v^ere a^ib 
driven og by General Sir Barker. The V'izier then demanded from 

the Rohilia chiefs ttie sum they had stipulated by treaty to pay. They 
resorted to evasions and excuses till his patience was exhausted and he resolved 
to annex their country as a punishment for their breach of faith. The 
Nawab determined to ask his ally to aid him in the enterprise. The first 
proposition of the Rohilla war came from the Vizier and General Barker, and 
.Haatiugs was most unwilling to accede to it. But he and his colleagues after 
, long andjnature deliberations came to the conclusion that on the annexation of 
Rohilcund to Oude depended not only the tranquillity abd safety of Oude but 
i the tranquillity and safety of our own possessions. Rohilcund was the gate of 
Oude, and as Hastings wrote to the Directors : “ if the Mahrattas either by the 
defeat, or which was as likely to happen by the desertion of the Rohillas to 
their cause, should gain a footing in that country, nothing could oppose their 
entering into the province of Oude and laying it waste, in spite of any 
attempts of our forces to prevent them. The map which accompanies this will 
demonstrate this truth more powerfully than any verbal argument. It 
was not to be supposed that the Mahrattas, whose ambition for some years 
past had aspired to universal conquest, and who had extended their arms 
from the centre of the Balaghaut to the northern extremity of Hindostan, 
should sit down contented when they had added Duab, Korah, and Illahabad 
to their dominions. On the contrary, there was every reason to apprehend, 
and it was publicly reported in their own camp, that they would next 
carry their operations into the country of the Vizier and even into the Com- 
pany’s own possessions.”* Hastings held the opinion, and it was supported 
by the evidence of Colonel Leslie, Major Hannay, and Colonel Champion, 
that the Vizier,’s State joined to Rohilcund would form “ a complete compact 
Slate shut in effectually from foreign invasions.*'^ He, however, clearly 
saw that convenience does not justify aggression, for he wrote to the Di- 
rectors : I own that the convenience of possessing the Rohilla country was 
not sufficient reason for invading it. I never said it w^as ; but if they had 
afforded a just provocation for invading these countries, and we saw advantacres 
in invading it, though neither cause was alone sufficient to produce that effect, 
yet both united would certainly justify it, and the most rigid speculators would 
approve so fair a conclusion. ”f A breach of a treaty has always been regarded 
by nations as a just provocation for war. 

Hastings and his colleagues determined to aid the Vizier, and for the services 
of the English troops they agreed to accept a payment of forty lakhs. 
Macaulay observes : “ England now descended far below the level even of these 
petty German princes who about tlie same time sold us troops to fight the 
Americans. The Hussar-mongers of Hesse and Anspach had at least th^assur- 
ance that the expeditions on which their soldiers were to be employed would 
be conducted in conformity with the humane rules of civilised warfare. Was 
the Rohilla war likely to be so conducted ? He well knew what Indian 'warfai^ 
was. He well knew that the power which he covenanted to put into Sujah 
Dowlah’s hands would in all probability be atrociously abused : and he required 
no guarantee, no promise that it should not be so abused. He did not even 
reserve to himself the right of withdrawing his aid in case of abuse however 
gros8.”§ The German princes had no interest, direct or indirect, in the Ameri- 
can war. The English lent their troops to an ally to punish certain chiefs 
for a breach of a treaty to which the English Oommander-in-Chief ' had affix/!)d 
his signature, and to annex a territory which these chiefs ^lad gained possession 
of by the sword and could no longer defend from a foe whose ambition menaced 
the safety of our dominions. Hastings never concealed the fact that the payment 
of forty lakhs to the Company greatly influenced his decision. Writing to the 
Directors he said : « I shak be always ready to profess that I do reckon the pro- 
bable acquisition of wealth among my reasons for taking up arms ag&st 
my neighbours. I never in any period of my life, though long engaged in 

• Secret Select Committeo’a Prooeedinge, 8th December 1774, Volume I, page 141. 

♦ 16th January 1776, „ page 184. 
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public affairs, gave my consent for taking up arms in an unjust cause, and I 
never shall but in cases of very notorious enormity give my consent to tiiko 
up arms in an unprofitable one.**^ Regarding the charge first brought by Francis 
and repeated and embellished by Macaulay that Hastings took no guarantee 
from the Vizier that the war should be conducted in conformity with the 
humane rules of civilised warfare, Hastings at the time wrote — “ It is a 
perversion of facts to say that ‘ the IBritish arms and honour were absolutely at 
the Vizier's disposal,* that * an absolute surrender has been made of the 
honour and interest of the Company.’ We agreed to assist him in su]?duing 
the Rohillas. It was necessary to draw the line between the authority of the 
Vizier and our Commanding Officer. The service to be performed was'entirely 
the Vizier’s ; it was therefore consistent and unavoidable that ho should direct 
the objects of it ; but the execution of military operations was expressedly 
vested in our Commanding Officer ; of course the safety of our army and the 
honour of the British name and arms were entirely confided to his conduct 
and discretion.”! * 

It was the Commanding Officer, Colonel Champion, to whom, as Hastings 
pointed out, the honour of the British name and arms was entirely confided, 
who either through personal animosity or tlie desire of persuading the Board 
to grant him the power wliioh he repeatedly solicited to entirely command 
the Vizier, first brought the graver charges against the Nawab which have 
tarnished the honour of the British name. The evidence however of Colonel 
Lhslie and Major Hannay, strictly corroborated by the letters and depositions 
of Colonel 'Champion himself, proves that the Vizier was unjustly traduced 
in the reports* which prevailed of the enormities committed by him in the 
course of the war. Macaulay, with the tendency to exaggerate which so 
seriously impairs the value of his work as a historian and critic, observes: 

“ Their military resistance crushed, his (Hastings) duties ended ; and he bad then 
only to fold his arms and look on while their villages were burned, their children 
butchered.*’ A certain number of villages were burned. This, as Hastings 
admits, wj^s both barbaric and impolitic, but too much justified by the practice of 
w'ar established among the nations of the East; and he might have added nations 
of the West. The statement made that children were butchered is absolutely 
due to the imagination of Macaulay and to his love of contrast. Macaulay 
also infers that a wholesale violation of the women took place by the soldiery. But 
the charge was never brought against the soldiery, it was brought against the 
Vizier himself, and respecting this Hastings wrote : “ The only authority which the 
gentlemen of the majority had for this horrid accusation, at least I recollect no 
other, was a letter from Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, who mentioned it only as an in- 
stance of the falsehoods which had been propagated to injure the Vizier, adding 
that the unhappy victims of his brutal lust, who could not survive their shame, 
but had put a violent end to their own lives, were still living, and that the Vizier 
had never seen them.*’f History furnuhes no more striking example of the 
growth and vitality of a slander. I^he R ohilla, atrocities owe their birth to the 
malignity o f Champion and Francis ; their growth to the rhetoric of Burke ; and 
their diffusion to the hriIUahp;jr and pellucid clearness of Macaulay’s jstvle. 

A close and minute study of the evidence demonstrates that a certain number) 
of villages were burnt and that the prisoners were ill subsisted. A hundred 
thousand people did not fly to pestilential jungles, hut about seventeen or 
eighteen hundred Bohillas with their families were expelled from Kohilcund, 

« Secret Select Committee’s Proceedings, I6th January 1776, Volume I, page 18i. 

f *. Ibid »» pnge 182. 

^Hamllton’i History ol kbe RgliilU Afghans, page 268. Mill lays consuieiiiblo stress on the nse of the word exUrmi- 
nafs in the officlBl correspondence. Regarding this Hastings wrote, ** 1 am hero cliargod with a concealed design 
formed In concert with too Vizier to extirpai^ the Kohilias ; and much use is made of this discovery both by tlie 
maiority in the letter before me, and by Colonel Champion in his vindication. The word in the original language of 
the letter which is here translated to etetirpaU means expel or remove. In another passage of the letter it is joined 
with a word whioh does literally express to extirpate or root out, and both passages mean no more than that it ww 
the intention of the Vizier to expel or remove the Rohillas from the country which they occupied, without suffering the 
smallest vestige di tSeir power to remain In It. In this sense 1 most certainly dm agree to assist the Vizier, and *0 did 
the iate President and Council, nor can I oonoeive how the war oouid have been undertaken with any other object. 
Tb/nfajority know as well as mvsolf that the Bohillas are not the people of the country, but a military tnbo who 
conquers it, and uuartored themselves upon' the people without following any profession but that of arms, or mixing 
in any relation with the native inhabitants." (Secret Select Committee’s Proooediugs, 8th March 1776, Volum^ II, page 

J Secret Select Committee’s Proceedings, 16th January 1776, Volume I, page 181. 
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and Hindu inhabitants, amounting to about seven hundred thousand, remained 
in possession of their patrimonial acres and were foen cultivating their fields in 
peace. 


Dfftiii of Vizier of At a meeting of the Board on the 6t.h Februar y. 1775. a letter was read 
Lu'lucce^Iof^ wj^hfrom the Resident at Oude announcing the death of the Vizier. The majority 
of the Council considered all the treaties made with the Nawab as purely 
personal, and consequently invalid on the deatli of one of the contmeting parties. 
They therefore determined to make a heavier bargain with the Vizier’s successor. 
At a meeting of the Board on the JJrd March if was discussed and determiuod what 
part of the Nawab’s dominions should bo included in the new treaty. Francis 
stated — “ My opinion i.s that we may with propriety guarantee to the present 
Nawab of Oude- for his life all the countries guaranteed to the late Vizier by 
the treaty of Illahabad, except the dominions of Chayt Sing. I think that this 
guarantee may be also conditionally, and fro tempore, extended to the coun- 
tries of Oude and Illahabad, until -we shall be informed whether the trt^aty of 
Benares be ratified or disproved by the Court of Directors. I do not think it 
safe or prudent to enter into any engagement that may eventually carry the 
Company’s forces beyond the limits of the countries I have mentioned.” 
Hastings observed : “My answer to the question is short, as it can be 
of no use; we ought in my judgment to guarantee to the Nawab of Oude 
the'Subohdary of Oude, the districts of Korah and Illahabad, and the country 
lately conquo|;cd from the Rohillas, hut no more. I do not wish to see 
the Company’s forces carried within the line of the Eohilla country for its 
defences ; I believe tliat an engagement to defend the country for him would 
render it unnecessary. I fear he may lose it. We shall in that .case have 
a greater burden imposed upon us in the defence of the Nawab of Oude, 
and he be less furnished with means of discharging his engagements with 
us.”* It was, however, “ Resolved that the Board will agree to guarantee to the 
Nawab Mirza Amaunay, the Province of Oude and conditionally those of Korah 
and Illahabad until the pleasure of the Court of Directors on the Treaty of Benares 
he known.”! The Governor-Geueral then px’oposed the following question — 
“ Whether it shall be made a condition of the now treaty that Raja Cheyt Singh 
shall exercise a free and independent authority in his own dominions,* subject 
only to the payment of Lis tribute;”! and it was Resolved in the affirmative. 
The Governor-General then proposed — “Whether it shall he made an article in 
the treaty that, in consideration of the engagement to be entered into by this 
Government to guarautoe the possessions of the Nawab of Oude as before 
resolved, he shall cede and make over to the Companvthe whole orany part of 
the tribute due from the zemindar of Gauzipore.”§ Francis stated : “ I consider 
the cession to the Company of the whole tribute paid by the zemindar of 
Gauziporo to the late Nawab as the first and most essential condition of a treaty 
with the present Nawab ; the advantage gained by the zemindar will be also 
very considerable, as it has always been my opinion that his authority in his 
own Government should be left free and uncontrolled ; as long as this advantage 
is preserved to him, he muct consider it as his interest to be the tributary of the 
Company rather than of the Nawab.”|| 

Colonel Monsou and General Clavering, as was their vront, supported Francis, 
but Harwell strongly protested against the exaction. He observed : “ The 
Company, it is obvious, never intended that upon the necessities of our allies we 
should grasp at any part of the territories they possessed. The son of a man 
with whom we were so lately intimately connected, upon a suppostion (rf his 
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standing in need of our assistance, ought not in mj opinion to be stripped of 
any part of his paternal territory.”* Hastings was of opinion ” that a demand 
should be made of a moiety of the revenue j^aid by the zemindar of Gauzi- 
pore, but I do not think that we ought to insist on this article or that the 
Nawab*s refusal to oon^nt to it should prove an impediment to our proceeding 
on the treaty.”t It was resolved “ that the demand be made for the tribute of 
Gauzipore, but that it be not considered an absolute and indispensable article 
in the negociation with the Nawab.” The Governor-General proposed the 
next question — “ Whether the subsidy to be stipulated for the assistance of our 
troops to the Nawab of Oudh by the proposed treaty shall continue* on the 
present footing of 2,10,000 rupees per month for a brigade, or what other sum 
shall be demanded.” And he expressed an opinion that the present subsidy was 
sufficient and that it ought not to be increased. “ I doubt,” he stated, “ whether 
a larger sum would in reality prove gain to the Company.” It was however 
“ Resolved that an increase of the subsidy be demanded from the Nawab to make 
it equal to the expense of the troops. Thus we find the statesman who has 
been branded as tlie violator of treaties and the oppressor of nations by extortions 
and exactions doing his utmost to prevent his colleagues from extorting any 
concession from a native prince inconsistent with a former treaty. 


I’hc majority of the Council, no- longer content with attacking Hastings’ pub- 
lie policy, now lent their aid to a grave imputation on his personal integrity. On Nund^mar. 
the 11th March 1775 Francis informed “the Board that he this morning re- 
<eiv^ a visit from Raja Nundcoomar, in wdiich the Raja delivered to him a letter 
addressed to the Governor and Council and demanded of him, as a duty belonging 
to his oflice as a Councillor of this State, to lay it before the Board. Mr. 

Francis" conceiving that he could not, consistently with his duty, refuse such 
a letter at the instance of a person of the Raja’s rank, did accordingly receiye it, 
and now lays it before the Board, declaring at the same time that he is/ 
unacquainted w ith the contents of it. Mr. Francis further begs leave to observe* 
that ho received this letter publicly in the presence of a considerable number; 
of persons, and that the llaja’s verbal request was interpreted to him by thesej 
different* persons.”§ 

The letter laid before the Board professed to relate the connection of Nund- 
coomar with the Company. It was due to him, he stated, that Mecr Jaffer had 
waged war against Meer Cassim after the massacre of Fatna ; and after the 
defeat of Meer Cassim and Sujah Dowlali at Buxar he had obtained “ from His 
Majesty the King Shah Alam the Subahs (of Bengal, &c.) for the Nawab Jaffer 
Ally Cawn ; during the Nawab’s lifetime he had faithfully distributed the 
revenue; after the death of Mecr Jaft'er, he was deprived of his office by certain 
Englishmen who ” for views of private advantage raised Mahomed Reza Cawn to 
the post he reminds the Board that for the space of seven years Mahomed 
Reza managed the affairs of the Subah of Bengal; “ what the measures were 
which he pursued in the administration of the country^ the balances which he 
fraudulentfy wrote off, his violence and oppressions upon his own masters anuj 
upon the ryots and his trade in grain, by all which his master’s house and the 
whole country were desolated, are well known to all.” Against Nimdcoomar 
himself Mahomed Reza could bring no charge : “ as nothing of the kind had been 
committed by me, he was able to produce nothing.” It was Nundcoomar who 
assisted Hastings when he was appointed Governor in prosecuting Mahomed Keza 
Cawn and Shitab Roy, and drew an account of their embezzlements 
that Mahomed Reza Cawn had appropriated upwards of 305 kkbs (£d,Oo2,b»0) 
and Shitab Roy 90 lakhs (£900.000). Mahomed Reza Cawn offered lU 
lakhs (£100,000) to Hastings and two lakhs (£20,000) to him (Nundcoomay, and 
Shitab Roy offered four lakhs (£40,000) to Hastings and one lakh to Nund* 
coomar. These offers he reported to Hastings who refused them, boon aitei,; 
be remarks, Hastings set Mahomed Reza at liberty and “ entirely dropt lhej 
inquiry iy his embezzlements and malpractices.” , “Why this extraordi a j , 
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favour wak so «« or‘the^‘^r,^d~wm 
Sbitab Bo^ was reinstated in ^ tt' himself.*’f After insinuating 8om6 

best *be underwood ^f'TSJ„„^„oomaradds : T/»us far I hare written in 

other charges against ^ more particular and circum- 

general terms. I ® states that at various times in the year 

5772 HalSnS had received th^ sum of three Jakhs and figj-four tJiousand , 
rupeos from himself and Munny Begum » for procuring Eaja Goordass 8 
appointment to the Niabut and causing Munny Begum to bo made the superior of 
the farnily.’*t It is difficult to read the letter of Nundcoomar without agree- 
ing with Lord Thurlow that “ a more extraordinary or more insolent produc- 
tion never appeared undoubtedly, nor one which carried falsehood upon the 
face of it more strongly.’* 


After the letter had been read through, Hastings observed — ** As Mr. 
Francis has been xdensed to inform the Board that he was unacquainted with 
the contents of the letter sent into the Board by Nundcoomar, that he thinks 
himself justified in carrying his curiosity further than ho should have per- 
mitted himself without such a previous intimation, and therefore begs leave to 
ask Mr. Francis whether he was before this acquainted with Nundcoomar’s inten- 
tion of bringing such charges against him before the Board.” Francis replied : 
“ As a member of this Council, I do not deem myself obliged to answer any 
questions of mere curiosity. I am willing, however, to inform the Governor- 
General that I was totally unacquainted with the contents of the paper I ha^e 
now delivered into the Board till I heard it read. I did apprehend ‘in general 
that it contained some charge against -him. It was this apprehension that 
made me so particularly cautious in the manner of receiving the Raja’s letter. 
I was not acquainted with Raja Nundcoomar’s intention of bringing in such 
charges as are mentioned in the letter.’*§ 

At a meeting of the Board held on the 13th March 1775, a further letter 
from Nundcoomar was received and read. After referring to his former letter 
he states : “ What is there written I mean not in the least to alter : far from it, 
I have the strongest written vouchers to produce in support of what I have 
advanced, and I wish and entreat for my honour’s sake that you will suffer me 
to appear before you to establish the fact by an additional incontestable evi- 
dence.” || Nundcoomar was too well acquainted with official etiquette and 
oriental custom not to know that his request Avas an act of gross impertinence, and 
that to grant it would bo an insult to the Governor-General and the death-blow 
to his prestige and authority in the eye of every native in Bengal. But Nund- 
coomar knew when he made the request that it would bo pleasing to the majority 
and certain to be granted. He had been in intimate communication with 
Colonel Monson, and immediately after his letter had bean read Colonel 
Monson proposed ” that Raja Nundcoomar be called before the Board.” Ilaytings 
upon this proceeded to write a minute in which he declared that hp would not 
suffer Nundcoomar to appear before the Board as his accuser. I fcuow what 
belongs to the dignity and character of the first member of this Administration. 
1 will not sit at tliis Board in the character of a criminal, nor do I acknowledge 
jthe members of the Board to bo my judges. I am induced on this occasion to 
inako the declaration that 1 look upon General Clavering, Colonel Monson, 
and Mr. Francis as my accusers. I cannot press this in the direct letter of the 
law, but in my conscienoe I regard them as such, and I will give my reasons 
for it.*’^ Hastings goes on to show that Nundcoomar was only a tool in the 
hands of the majority, *‘that he was guilty of great insoleqce and dis- 
respect in the demand wliich he made of Mr. Francis, dad that it was not a 
duty belonging to the office of a Councillor of this State to make himself the 
darrier of a letter which would have been much more properly committed to 
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the hands of a peon, or hercarrah, or delivered by the writer of it to the 
Secretary himself.* ** He points out that Francis acknowledged that it contained 
a charge against him'but if the charge was false it was a libel.’* f It might 

have been false for anything that Mr. Francis could know to the contrary, since 
lie was unacquainted ifith the contents of it. In this instance therefore he 
incurred the iiazard of presenting a libel to the Coard. This was not a duty 
belonging to his office as a Councillor of this State.” Hastings proceeds to in- 
form the Board that he had been long acquainted with Kundcoomar’s intention of 
making the attack upon him. He writes; ** I was shown a paper containing 
many accusations against me, which I was told was carried by Nundcoomar to 
Colonel Monson, and that he himself was employed for some hours in private 
with Colonel Monson explaining the nature of these oharges.” He adds — “ I do 
not mean to infer from what I have said that it makes any alteration in the ' 
nature of the charges were they delivered immediately from my ostensive accu- 
sers, or whether they came to the. Board through the channel of patronage, but 
it is suflicient to authorise the conviction which I feel in my own mind that 
these gentlemen are parties in the accusation of which they assert the right of 
being the judge.” Hastings closes the minute by stating his inflexible determi- 
nation not to suffer the indignity of allowing Nundooomar to accuse him before 
the governing body of which he was the head. “The Chief of this Administra- 
tion, your sui)erior, gentlemen, appointed by the Hogislature itself, shall I sit at 
this Board to be arraigned in the presence of a wretch whom you all know to be 
one of thq basest of mankind ? I believe I need not mention his name, but it 
is Nuudcoomar ! Shall C sit to hear men collected from the dregs of the people 
give evidence at his dictating against my character and conduct ? I will not. 
You may, if you please, form yourselves into a Committee for the investigation 
of these matters, in any manner which you may think proper, but I will repeat 
that I will not meet Nundcoomar at the Boai’d nor suffer Nundcoomar to be ex- 
amined at the Board ; nor have you a right to it, nor can it answer any other 
purpose than that of vilifying and insulting me to insist upon it.*’J 

MoAson requested that the Governor- General would inform the Board from 
whom he had his information respecting the visit Nuudcoomar paid to him. 

. Hastings refused to give up the name because ho would not expose his inform- 
ant to the vcnge^anco of the majority. He added, however, that Barwell had 
received similar information at the same time. Barwell informed the Board " that 
he was apprized of it and received a copy of the same paper that the Governor 
laid before the Board.” The paper was entered by the Board after the consulta- 
tion. It is substantially the same as the letter laid before the Boai'd by Francis, 
though in it Nundcoomar makes no mention of having himself bribed Hastings. 
Incorporated in the paper is a letter purporting to he written by Mnnny Begum 
which is identical with both the letters produced by Nundcoomar. ^onson said : 
“As^the Governor-General has not thought proper to .acquaint the Board from 
whom he received the information with regard to my conversation Avith Nund- 
coomar, I shall take no further notice of it.” He adde_d, “ I do hereby declare that 
the Governor and Mr. Barwell likewise have been Cotally misinformed, for I never 
beard nor saw any paper in Persian or any other country language which con- 
tained to the best of my knowledge any accusation against the Governor-j 
General. ”§ This, Sir James Stephen remarks, admits by not denying a conver-j 
Ration with Nundcoomar, and suggests that Mouson did “see or hear a pa^er 
in English. 

The motion of Monson to call in Nundcoomar being put to the Board 
Tfnatin gft again protested against it. He said, “ 1 do not undei*stand the ques- 
tion to be whether Nundcoomar shall ho called before the Board, but whether 
I shsLll be confronted with him, since the same effect may be produced, as I have 


# Secret Select Committee's Prosectlings, 13th March 1776, Volume II, pngc 806. 
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declared before, by a Committee of tbe Boartl without my presence. * It was 
resolved “that Nundcooraar be called before tl^e Board and the Secretary is 
ordered to summon him accordingly.’** Then occurred thft following scene « 

The feovernor- General. — “ I declare the Council now dissolved and I do protest against 
any acts of it as a Council during my absence as illegal and unwarranted.” 

Mr. Francis.— " 1 beg lenye to ask the Governoi'«General whether he means to quit the 
chair.” 

The Governor-General. — I shall not answer your question, because I do not think it is 
sufficiently defined. 1 quit the Council. 

Mr. Barwell. — '' I think the Governor said he dissolved the Council ; it is now 6 o’clock 
in the evening. The Governor, as I understand him, did not say “ I quit the Council,” but 
' that “I leave it.” I esteem the Council as dissolved, and vnless 1 receive a summons agreeable 
to the usual form from the Governor-General, whose ollioe still exists, and is not vacated, 1 do 
not propose to partake iu the debates. 

Mr. Barwell withdraws from the Board. 

General Clavering, in compliance with' the resolution of the majority, 
having taken the chair Nundcoomar was called in, and Colonel Monson moved 
that ho he desired to deliver to the Board what lie has to say in support of his 
charge against the Governor-General. He replied : “ I am not a man oflBciously 
to make complaints, but when I perceived my character, which is as dear to 
me as life, hurt by the Governor’s receiving into his presence Juggut Chund 
and Mohun Pershaud, who are persons of low repute, and denying me admit- 
tance, I thought it incumbent upon me to write wbat I have. Everything 
contained in tho letter which I have given in, besides which I have papers 
which, if the Board orders me, I will deliver up.” Being called tipon for these 
papers he delivered tho translation of a letter from Munny Begum, dated 
2ha S eptember 1772. In it the Begum states that in gratitude for her ad- 
vanceffient'to the Nizamut sho offered Hastings a present of a lakh of rupees. 
Hastings refuscfl, but when she pressed the matter he said that Nundcoomar 
had promised two lakhs. “ I guessed, my friend, that this two lakhs was a 
part of the three lakhs about which I wrote to you in a letter I despatched 
wdth Kaim Beg and of which I sent you word by .Juggut Chund.*’t The 
Begum proceeds to state that she feared if she said anything about the matter 
“ all that your kindness had done for me would bo entirely destroyed and lose 
its effect.” She therefore sent word to the Governor that she had given Nund- 
coomar a general authority “to do w'hatever was judged requisite and expedient 
for my advancement and the fooling of my enemies,” aud that* she considered 
herself bound to discharge what Nundcoomar promised. “I therefore begged 
that he would accept one lakh of rupees here, and told him that I would draw 
upon you for the otlier lakh which you w'ould deliver to him at Calcutta. I 
Avas so fortunate to meet with the Governor’s concurrence in this proposal. 
Your interest and mine are the same, and we are partners of each other’s pros- 
perity and adversity. Presuming upon this, 1 request that you will lend me 
upon honour the sum of one lakh of rupees, which you will be kiild enough 
to pay to the Governor when he returns to Calcutta, I am raising one lakh of 
rupees wliich I shall here present to the Governor, and shall repay the sum 
with which I depend upon you supplying me in a few days by the means of 
Raja Goordass. I earnestly intreat that you will not upon this occasion enter- 
tain any doubt of me.”§ Tho letter closes with a strong injunction to secrecy. 

• 51 undcoomar being asked if he possessed the original of the paper, produced 
what he said w'as the original of the translation. Mr. Auriol, the Assistant 
Secretary, being asked to look at the characters on the seal afid inforr^i 
the Board what they are : “ he informs them the characters are Persian and 
express the name of Munny Begum,” Sir J ohn D’Oyly, tho Acting Persian 
Translator, having now arrived was called in and shown the seal. “ He also de- 
clares it to be Munny Begum's.” This expression, as Sir James Stephen remarks 
shows how ill fitted the Council were for taking evidence. “ D^yl^’a gtate- 

* Secret Select Comiuittee’e Proceedings, 18th March 1776> Volume II, page 307. « 

t Ihid „ page 808. 

t Sir Jawes Fitzjames Stephen remarks: “This allusion was not explained by Nundcoomir, nor did he produce 
any letter as being tbe one referred to.'' “ The story of Nundcoomar,” Volume I, page 60t * 

§ Secret Select Committee’s Proceedings, 13th March 1776, Volume II, page 300, 
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ment goes much further than Aiiriors, but the writer of the consultations seems 
to have considered them equi^jalent to each other.” The moonshee to the Persian 
Translator being asked whether anotlier letter from-Munny Begum which was 
produced by Sir John DJOyly from ilio Persian ofliee was in the same handwritin" 
as that delivered by Nundcoomar, replied that it was not, but “ that the seal of 
the letter is Munny Begum’s seal, and that the direction and body of the letter 
appear to be in the same hand. “It was observed by the Board” that 
the letter which has been given in by the liaja Avas written two and a half 
years ago, and that the letter produced by Sir John D’Oyly AV'as written only a 
few days ago.” The spirit sliown by such a remark is noticeable. The Council, 
who had taken upon themselves judicial functions as soon asaditflculty appears 
in Nundooomar’s case, suggest an answer to it instead of inquirino- into its’ 
weight.* ® 

Nundcoomar, who had requested to be summoned before tho Board because 
he had the strongest written vouehers to produce in support of what ho ad- 
vanced, on being asked if he had any more papers to produce, ropliod “ I have 

no more papers.” lie was then fui ther questioned whether the Governor-General 
or any other person on the part of the Governor-General had attempted to obtaiti 
from him the original letter. He replied — “ the Begum applied to me for it 
through Can too Baboo, Hk! Governor’s banyan. I gave it into Cantoo Baboo’s 
hands to road it, and on being refused tho original, he desired that he might 
•take a copy of it to send to the Begum. I told him he might copy it in my 
presence,.bnt it being then late in the evening he said ho would defer copying 
it till another day.”t The question obviously suggests that Nundcoomar 
must have been in previous collusion with the majority or some member of 
the majority for there was nothing to suggest it in his previous letters or 
statements. Its object was to furnish an excuse of offering a fresh insult 
to Hastings by summoning his head native secretary before the Board. He 
was summoned to attend, but replied — “ The Governor is at present here 
and I am Avith him. He preA'ents me for which reason I cannot go. When the 
Council is complete, if I am summoned I will attend.” | The Council held “ that 
he was guilty of a high Indignity to this Board.” Nundcoomar was further 
questioned whether he himself Avas present when the money was given to 
Hastings* servants, and ho replied in the affirmative and stated that he was 
accompacied by certain servants of his oAvn. All were present, he mentioned, 
in Calcutta, pxcept one who Avas at Moorsheflahad. On being questioned 
whether he was sure that the servants received the money on account of the 
Governor, ho implied — “ They undoubtedly took it for the Governor. I asked 
the Governor if it had rr.achcd him, and he said, it had.” This closed th e 
examina tion of Nundcoomar, an examination entirely conducted not to elicit 

The story of NnnilcooTnar by Sir James FI tz James Stejihon, Vnl I, p. P8. 

+ The oiil^ questions put to Nniideooinar by the Council were either trivial or wore qiiostions which he must have 
•Uf^ested hflnsclf, though if they had nllowod themselves time to study the letter said to lie written by the Begum, 
and to compare it wdtli the written accusation of Nundcoomar, the Council inuHt have perceived that on several points 
there wa*8 urgent need of inquiry. The story told in the letteis does not on its f.ico ngree with the chaige made by 
Nundcoomar. Nundcomar said he had given llastings in gold 1,04,105 rupees, and that the Munny Begum had given 
him at Moorshedabad a lakh, and had caused Nur ISingb, Cantoo Baboo’s brother, at Cos.^im bazar, to pay him a lakh 
and half more, making in all 3,54,104 rupees. 

Tho letter says that the Munny Begum was to pay two lakhs, and that she was riii.»ing one hikh to pay it to 
Hastings at Mooi-shedabad, and it bogs Nuiidcoumr to pay tho other lakh to Hastings at Calcutta, and proinisca to 
repay him. 

Upon this Nundcoomar should linvo been asked whether he did what the Mnnny Bogura naked him, and whether tho 
1,04>106 rupees which he said ho gnvo in gold to Hastings at Calouttn was the lakh which the Munny Begum at^ked 
lUm to advance P If ho nnid yes, his statfuicut and the ntatetnent in the Beguurs letter w'cre in direct conflict ; for, 
•according to tlie letter, the t«>tal amount paid or caused to be paid by the Begum was two lakhs, and according to his 
statement the amount was three Inkhs and a half. If he said no, two questions arose, namely, first on what considera* 
tion the 1,04,106 rupees in gold were pii^d, and, secondly, how tho letter of the Begum could bo reconciled with liis 
accusation, the letter stating that the Begum was to pay one lakh at Moorshedabad and expressing a wish to borrow 
mother from Nundcoomar tc be paid at Calcutta, and the accusation stating that one lakh was paid at Moorshedabad, ' 
and another lakh and a half to Nur Sing at Cossiinbazar, the suburb of Moorshedabad ? 1 do not say that tLeso 
questions might not haro been aatisfactorily answered, but 1 do say that they ought to Imvc been asked, for they arise 
upon matters pi^ent on the face of the document accepted by the Council. Apart from this the majority of the' 
Couneil did liot observe the most obvious and common precautions. They tdbk no stei'^s to ascertain the authentic!^ \ 
^ot the letter attributed to the Munny Degum bcyontl comparing the inscriptions on tw'o seals. They did not even 
impound the alleged original, but returned it to Nundcoomar. They did not even send for tho persons alleged by 
Nundcoomar to have delivered and roceivod the bags of gold, nor did they ask Nundcoomar a single question ns to tho 
time when, and the place where, the gold w’ns delivered, the persons from whom he got so large a suai, the books in 
which he had made entries about it, th6«place and time of his alleged conversation with Haatings on flie saj^ject, ov 
any of the other obviomr' matters by which his truthfulness might be tested.” (*' Story of Nundcoomar” by Sir James 
iltsjamei Stephen, Volume I, (mges 60-62.) • 

X Secret Select Committee’s Proceedings, 13th MiTxih 1775, Volume 1), page 810. 
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troth bu t to extract tmswers danjiftgjjig., to ^the. accused. The Board did not 
cross-examine Nunclcoomar as to the time and place where the gold was 
delivered, the persons from whom he got so large a sum, the books in which 
he had made entries about it, the place and time of his alleged conversation 
with Hastings on the subject, or any of the other obvious matters by which 
his truthfulness might bo justified. They did not examine Nundcoomar as 
to the grave discrepancies between his accusation and the letter of the 
Begum. But on the evidence of Nundcoomar, an avowed accomplice, who 
was known to bo the bitter foe of Hastings, the Board came with inde- 
cent haste to the conclusion ** that the several sums of money specified in 
Maharaja Nundcoomar’s letter of the 8th March have been received by the 
Governor-General, and that the said sums Of money do of right belong to the 
East India Company.*’* It was resolved “that the Governor-General be requested 
to pay into the Company’s treasury the a'mount of those sums for the Com- 
pany’s use.” , 

It was “ ordered that the pi’oceedings of the Board and all the papers relative 
to Maharaja Nundcoomar’s charge against the Governor-General be delivered to 
the Company’s attorney, that he may lay th(‘m before counsel for th‘ ir opinion 
how to proceed in recovering for the Com])any’s use the several sums of money 
which the Governor-General has received from Maharaja Nundcoomar or 
Munny Begum for services done them thi'ongh liis influence.” The law 
officers of the Company in Bengal did not recommend any prosecution in < 
India, but advised the Board to transmit all the documents and evidence to the 
Company, who might, if the matter was worthy of their notice, file a bill against 
Hastings and compel a discovery. “ These documents,** said Eord Thurlow, 
“arrived at a time w'hen it certainly was the anxious wish of the Minister to 
take any fair and reasonable ground ho could for the removal of Mr. Hastings. 
The papers were ^11 submitted to the law officers of the Company, who declared 
that the information of Nundcoomar, even upon the e:v parte case before them, 
could not possibly be true. The reasons for that belief were assigned at 
length. The Directors, though a majority of them were very well disposed 
to oblige the Minister, concurred with their law officers, and all that rubbish 
and trash remained unnoticed from 1770 to the year 1789; wdien, as Your Lord- 
ships know, it was repeatedly mentioned to you by the managers, as containing 
proofs of the corruption of Mr. Hastings, and it was very properly rejected by 
the Court. It was never protended by the managers, that they, had evidence 
to go a step beyond this rejected information of Nundcoomar.” 

The accusation brought against Hastings by Nundcoomar formed part of the 
seventh article of impeachment against him. The minute which ho wrote at the 
table of the Board was regarded by his accusers as bearing marks of conscious guilt. 
The learned judge, whose statement of the case is a masterpiece of comprehen- 
sive exposition, writes — “It certainly bears marks of strong excitement, and 
though I should not go so far as Sir Gilbert Elliot and Burke in tliihking it 
inconsistent with innocence, I think it suggests that there was something to 
explain.” The matter which Hastings did not explain was the fact that of the 
three and a half lakhs Nundcoomar accused him of receiving from Munny 
Begum he had received one and a half lakhs as a sumptuary allowance which 
was entered in the public accounts of the Nawab’s treasuiy. In the May 
following (1775) when the Board deputed Mr. Goring to examine the 
disbursements of various sums in several departments at Moorshedabad 
and to deprive Munny Begum of her office and authority, she was q^uestioned 
regarding the transaction and declared that “ every Governqr coming to Moor- *' 
shedahad received two thousand rupees a day in lieu of provisions, beyond that 
she had not given a single cowrie and every payment would appear on the 
record.” At the trial of Warren Hastings the managers of the impeachment 
having summoned the auditor of the India Office, he read from a booK of public 
accounts a statement of the allowance made at Moorshedabad to Lora dlive first 
and next to Mr. Verelst when they were Governors which confirmed the truth ‘ 
of the Begum’s declaration that ^yeyy Governor at Mnoirah^ d^h fid 
same allowance as Hastin^rs. It w'ould no doubt have been wiser if Hastings had 
stated in his minute that he had received a lakh and a fiialf of rupees as 

• s«cral Select Pwceedingi, IStb March 1776, Volame II, page 811, 
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a sumptuary allowance ; but the minute, it must be borne in mind, was written in 
the Council Chamber at a moment of great excitement. Hastings had to encount- 
er the deliberate and guarded ■attacks of his enemies by the instant and unpre- 
meditated impulse of his own judgment. “ Do not, ” he writes to his masters, 
‘‘wonder, therefore, Hpn’ble Sirs, if my beha'viour in any part of these disputes 
shall appear to you defective or improper. I am not yet conscious of any impro- 
priety in it, but I think that on many occasions I could have provided myself 
with a much completer plan of defence, had I been allowed the same leisure 
and tranquillity to form it as my opponents possessed in concocting that 
of their attacks upon me.” • 

Burke inveighed bitterly against Hastings for calling Nundcoomar a mis- 
creant. “ If therefore,” he said, Bajah Nundcomar was a man who (it is not 
degrading to your Loi'dship to say) was equal in rank according to the idea 
of the country in which he lived to any peer in the house, as sacred as a 
bishop, of as much gravity and authority as a judge, and who was prime 
minister in the country in which he lived, with what face can Mr. Hastings 
call this man a wretch, and say that he will not suCfer him to be brought before 
him.” Hastings had better opportunities than Burke of forming an estimate of 
the character of Nundcoomar and had solid reasons for describing it in harsh 
language. Thirteen ycai’s before Nundcoomar brought his accusations against' 
Hastings, Hastings had been employ ed in invest igjiting a charge of forgery 
brought against Nundcoomar. Certain traitorojjs letters were intercepted and 

• brought to Calcutta but they proved to be foi’gcries. Hastings was appointed to 
enquire ^nto the matter and his report is now published for the first time.* 
He came to • the follow ing conclusion : “ From several depositions and the 
circumstances heroin presented the Board will judge on whom to fix the 
forgery of the letters in question. One observation it remains upon jne to 
make, that a fact of this kind, in which the intervention of more than one person 
is not immediat<'ly required, can scarce ever admit of a positive and incontest- 
able proof, though the several consequent and relative facts may bo sufficiently 
proved, and point out in the most evident manner the main spring which set 
them m motion. In this light regarding tlie enquiry before us, I must give 
it as my opinion that it appears pretty clearly that there was a design on 
foot to compass the ruin of Bamchurn, that subsequent thereto the letters 
forged in his name were intercepted, that the man to w'hose charge they W'ere 
entrusted was a servant of Nundcoomar’s, and that Sudder-odin (a servant 
of Nundcoomar’s) did foretell the disgrace of Kainchurn, and was (by his own 
declaration afterwards) privy to tbe forgery of the letters. I say from these 
circumstances already proved, I am of opinion that the letters were written and 
intercepted by the contrivance and direction of Nundcoomar, in order to fix 
the charge of a traitorous oorrospond<;nce upon Bamchurn.” When Hastings 
was first appointed Governor of Bengal, Nundcoomar sent letters to him at 
Madras in the names of the Nawab's uncle and Munny Begum. The letters 
were fitted with invectives against Mohammad Beza Khan and recommendation 
of himself. Hastings afterwards found that Munny Begum had no knoudedge 
of these letters, and she declared the letter stated to be written by her to he ; 
a forgery though it bore her seal. It was only natural after the experience of 
the past that Hastings should regai’d the letter produced by Nundcoomar as 
another forgery though like the letter forwmrdcd to Madras it bore the Begum’s 
seal. ‘‘ I mak*e no doubt of proving it,” he wrote to a friend, “ it bears most 
evident symptoms of it in the long tattling story told with such injunction 
of secrecy and a word to the wise pertinently added to the end of it, wh.en the 

• sole purpose of tl(p letter was to order the payment of a lakh of rupees, and 
Nundcoomar’s son and son-in-law w^ere with the Begum and daily informing him 
of all that passed.”t 

But even if Nundcoomar had borne an unblemished character, Hastings | 
would hav^ been justified in refusing to submit to Jhe disgrace and mortification 
of €he head of a Government-being accused in person during the sitting of the 

• Council over which ho presided. Such a procedure must have brought his 
office into contempt and injured the dignity of station whicli a man has interest 

• This will be fonnd in the Appendix* Volume III. 

t Momoire of Warren Hustings, by Oleig, Volume I. puge 516. 
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to preserve. It moreover was unnecessary for the jjurpose either of eliciting 
truth or of promoting justice. A Committoo of inquiry consisting of the Ooun* 
cil without Hastings w'ould have been equally efficacious ,for these purposes. 
Hastings did not dispute the right of his colleagues to make an inquiry into the 
charges of corruption brought against hitn, nor did he, as, Mill states, ** raise any 
pretences for stifling inquiry.’* He only pointed out the mode of conducting it 
which would be least injurious to the dignity and authority of the Govern- 
ment. As Hastings wrote to the Directors — “ Had the majority been dis- 
posed to accept of my proposition of appointing a committee for prosecuting 
their inquiries either into tliese or the Ranny’s allegations, they might have 
obtained the same knowledge and all the satisfaction in this way that they 
.could have expected from an inquisition taken by the Board at large, their 
proceedings would have had the appearance at least of regularity, and my 
credit would have been less affected by, them. The only point which they 
could possibly gain by persisting in bringing such a subject before the Board 
was to gain a public triumph over me, and expose my place and person to 
insult.”* ^ 

The animosity of the majority against Hastings and their desire to 
insult and degrade him in the most public manner was strikingly illustrated 
by their treatment of bis secretary and agent, Cantoo Baboo. He was a man 
of high caste and good family' and for many years had taken a leading part 
in the administration. As the secretary of tho Governor-General he was 
■ " considered universally as tho first native inhabitant of Calcutta.”t Because,’ 
acting under the orders of the Governor-General, he did not appear at their first 
summons before the Board, it was proposed to place him in tlie stocks, a 
punishment, as Hastings remarked, “so disgraceful to a man of character and 
credit, as would bo an extension of rigour equal to death.” General Clavering in 
proposing the motion observed that Hastings had said tliat if Olavering meant 
anything pereontll to him he would make him answer for it with his life. 
On this Hastings observed: “I said if ho attempted anything in his own 
person and by his own authority, I would oppose it witli my person, or per- 
sonally oppose it at the peril of my lifo.”t The disenssion growing dangerously 
warm,' Francis moved an adjournment of the Board, and it was agreed that 
.the Board do adjourn accordingly. 

On the 20th of April at a meeting of the Board, at which the majority 
only were present, a letter was received from Hastings in which ho informed 
them that “as his attendance at a meeting of the justices at the house of 
Sir Elijali Impey was required, he requested General Clavering to take his place 
and direct the despatch of suol» business as may require it.” Tlie majority, 
after mentiouing that they liad heard from Mr, Fowko that a charge of 
conspiracy against that gentleman and his son was being investigated by the 
justices, stated, “we think it proper to acquaint you that we moan to qoa- 
tinuo in Council until we shall bo apprized of tho subject and issue of that 
inquiry, as we conceive that a conspiracy at the investigation of whicli you and 
Mr. Barwell think fit to attend Avhito this Council is sitting must be of great 
moment if not interesting to the safety of the Slate, Wo flatter ourselves that 
you will be pleased to inform us, as soon as possible, of the circumstances and 
result of the enquiry in which you and Mr. Barwell are now engaged.'’§ 

Charge of cons- Hastings in reply wrote, — “ Last night I received a letter signed by the 

FoX Nund- Justice and the Judges of the Supreme Court, informing me that a charge 
coomar. had been exliibitcd upon oath before them against Messrs. Joseph and Francis 

Fowke, Maharaja Nundcomar and Radachurn for a conspiracy againat me and 
others; that they had summoned the parties to appear tlfis morning at ten 
o’clock at the bouse of Sir Elijali Impey, and requested my attendance. The 
like notification was also made to Mr. Barwell. In consequence of this 
intimation, we have both judged it indispensably incumbent upon us to give 
our attendance. I am sovry that you should have thought it meoessary to 
continue in Council until yon shall be informed of the subject and issue of this 
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enquiry which I presume you will perceive to have no relation to the safety of 
the State, nor to any oiroumstfince that requires your present attention/** 

The charge of conspiracy was due to some accusations brought against the 
accused by one Can^al-ud-deen. The day previous this man had gone to 
Hastings and complained that Nundcoomar and Mr. Fowke had compelled him 
by threats to sign a petition stating that he had^[)ribed Hastings and Barwell, 
and they had had also forced him to acknowledge the correctness of a certain 
account. Hastings referred Camal«ud>deen to the Chief Justice, and Sir 
Elijah Impey and the other Judges acting in the capacity of Justices of the 
Peace, summoned the parties and held an examination of tlie witnesses and 
defendants. They discharged the son of Fowke and asked Hastings, Harwell,, 
and Vansittart if they meant to prosecute the others and gave them a night to 
come to a decision. On the 23rd Hastings, Barwell, and Vansittart declared their 
intention to prosecute Fowke, Nundcoomar, and Badachurn for conspiracy and 
bound themselves over to do so, the defendants being admitted to bail. Hastings 
resolved on the prosecution “because,** as he wrote to his friends, “in my heart and 
con^ience I believe both Fowke and Nundcoomar to be guilty.” At the assizes 
all the defendants were acquitted of the charge of conspiracy against Hastings ; 
Baidachum was acquitted, and Nundcoomar and Fowke were convicted on the 
charge of conspiracy against Barwell. The sentence on Fowke was fifty rupees 
fine. No sentence was passed on Nundcoomar because at the time he was lying 
,in the common gaol under sentence of death, ^r having committed forgery. 

Nundcoomar in the letter accusing Hastings of bribery which was read Nundwmar 
before the Board complained that “Mohun Pursaud is admitted by the on charge of 
Governor to private conferences both in town and at his gardens.” This 
Mohun Pursaud was attorney to a certain Bolakee Hass, a banker or native 
shroff, whose bond or deed Nundcoomar had been found guilty of uttering know- 
ing it to be forged. The deed purported to be the acknowledgment of a debt 
due to Nundcoomar and contracted some years before by the shroff. The 
banker died in June 1769, and on the settlement of bis affairs a few months 


after his decease, Nundcoomar’s bond was, with the other claims on the estate, 
settled by the executors. On the bond being paid Nundcoomar cancelled if 
by tearing it downwards at the top for a couple of inches. This document and . 
others relating to the deceased banker were lodged in the Mayor’s Court as a/ 
Court of Record. In the year 1772 a suit was instituted in the Court ot KachaMj 
against Nundcoomar for more than a lakh of rupees said to be due to the estate ofll 
the banker on account of bonds of the Company. Nundcoomar was committed^, i 
to prison for contempt of Court and released by Hastings. The Court recom- ’ 
mended that the case should be referred to arbitration, but Nundcoomar at first 
refused to give his assent to this course being adopted, and when he did con- 
sent »sjlispute arose as to arbitration. Matters were in this condition when the 
Supi^me Court of Judicature arrived in Bengal. About a month after their 
arrival Mji Farrer who had arrived about the same time and had been admitted 
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as an advocate of the Supreme Court was informed by Mr. Driver, an attorney, 
that be had advised a client to institute a criminal prosecution against Nund- 
ooomar for forgeiy, and that his client had agreed to the advice. There was 
however an obstacle in their way. The original papers without which the for- 
gery could not be established were lodged in the Mayor’s Court, and though the 
Court were willing to grant copies, the original could not be obtained. “ He 
told me,” added Mr. Farrer, “ that the Mayor’s Court had not been so entirely 
free from influence as could be wished when proceeding against men of a 


' * * Secret Scleet Committe^’e Proceedings, 20th April 1776, Vol. II, page 346. 

« Tlie proflerotion of Nundcoomnr for conspinicy wns rc^pirded by the Council, and wai afterwards ropresented ly 
Burke and Elliot, aa a counteratroke to Nundcoomar's attack upon him, and no doubt it was so, but why with Kamal a 
evidence before him Haatinga waa net to take the matter into Court I cannot understand,” (Story of Nundcoomar, 
Vol, I, page 89.) 

Impey stated before the House of Commons that '* it waa in evidence that Mr. Pnlk, Judge of the Adalat, had confined 
(Nandcoomar)^Dck that it was notorious that Mr. Hastings had ordered him td be relcasi d. This ol' itself was sufficient^ 
to prevent any native inhabitant of Calcutta from commencing a prosecution ngainst him.” On this Sir Jamoi 
Stephen remarks :—Palk*B evidence, if he gave any, ia not in the report of the trial. The evidence of Ijirrcr and 
Bougbton Rouse given before the Impeachment Committee after Impey’a defence docs not mention this and is hardly 
oonalstent with it. I think, therefore, that Impey must have been mistaken in his assertion/* Mr. Beveridge poiu^ 
out that though Palk did not give evidence, Kamaluddin did, and he wss sufficient authority for ImpeyJ statement. 
*• Wheh waa tiiia ?” ** It waa about two months before Mr. Palk confined the Maharaiah.” The Tnul of Maharajah 
Nundcoomar Bahadur for forgery publiahed by authority of the Supreme Court of Judicature in Bengau London; 
T, Cadet, MDCOLXXVJ, page 11. 
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oertain description, such asNundcoomar, but thal, now that a more indopondont 
Court was come out, he should adyise his client {)Iohun Persaud) to authorise 
him (Driver) to instruct me to make the same motion bbfore the Supreme 
Court ot Judicature, to Avit for the original papers, that he had himself made 
before witliout effect before the Mayor’s Court.” Mr. Fafrer accordingly moved 
the Court for the papers six weeks before Nundcoomar’s accusation was produced 
at the Board by Mr. Francis, and was obliged to repeat his application twice 
before he obtained them. Soon after this, on the 6th May 1776, Nundcoomar 
was chai'ged with forgery before Mr. Justice LeMaistre who happened to be 
the sitting magistrate as at that time the Judges of the High Court were also 
the Justices of tho Peace. “ He requested the assistance of Mr. Justice Hyde 
'who attended with liim the whole day upon tho examination which lasted from 
nine in tho morning till near ten at night ; when, no doubt of hia guilt 
remaining in the heart of either of ua upon" the evidence on the part of the 
Crown, a commitment iu the usual form was ipa^ out.”* 

At a meeting of the Council on the 8th of 1776 a letter was received 

from Nundcoomar in which, after recounting his past services, be stated — “ My 
only intention in setting forth the services I have done, and the character I 
have to an advanced age supported, is to introduce my request that I might 
not suffer upon such a charge, from the hare accusation, a punishment equal 
to that of death, tho violation of the most sacred duties of my religion. 
The Hon’ble President, I am well assured, is fully assured of the facts .1 
allude to ; it may be requisite to explain to the rest of the Hon’ble Members of 
the Board tliat the institutions of our religion enjoin a number of ablutions, 
prayers and other ceremonies to be performed by tho scot of Bralimins before 
they can take any kind of food. Nothing of this can be performed in tho 
place' where I am now ; and could even these obstacles be surmounted, the 
place itself; as l^eing inhabited by men of a different religion, would prevent 
my receiving any sustenance, without breaking those rules which I have 
hitherto religiously observed. I therefore humbly request that I may be per- 
mitted to reside, under as strict a guard as may be judged requisite, in some 
■place where these objections may be obviated.”! 

“ Colonel Monson moved that the sheriff and his deputy be requested to 
attend the Board with the warrant of commitment for Nundcoomar’s imprison- 
ment. Hastings objected to the motion as an interference with the authority 
of the Judges of tho Supreme Court.” 

*‘Mb. Pkancis,—! beg leave to inform ihe Board that I understand that Raja Nund- 
coomar, since bis commitment to the common jail in consequence of the opinion of Mr. Justice 
LeMaistre exceeding the terms of the warrant of commitment, has taken no sustenance what- 
soever, and that ho cannot do it in Lis present situation without losing caste, which to a man 
of bis high rank and sect is deemed a punishment worse than death. 1 think the motion 
made by Colonel Monson perfectly regular and necessary. We cannot take the prayer of the 
Baja's petition into consideration until we are regularly informed by what authority £e is 
committed to the common jail. If it should appear that the warrant does nW express a 
oomroitment to tho common jail, but that such commitment has arisen solely from the extra 
judicial opinion of Mr, Justice LeMaistre, I then think it may be legally within the power of 
this Board to prevent the death of the Baja by relieving him from the vile confinement nuder 
which he has been placed in the same prison witli all the felons of Calcutta, and securing him in 
some other manner under the safe custody of the sheriff. This I conceive may be done witL 
out any infringement of the authority of the Supreme Court of Judicature. At all event* 
my endeavour shall not bo wanting, as far as I shall think myself warranted by law, to pre- 
vent a man of his high rank perishing in a common jail for want of sustenance which he 
cannot take without forfeiting a religious rank and purity, which I presume from all that I 
have heard of the religious customs and prejudices of the Brahmins, to which sect he beloDM 
may be dearer to him than bis life,* the llaja has now, I believe, been confined upwards of 
forty hours, exclusive of the time taken up in his examination. '' 

“ The Governok-Gknbeal,-- 1 beg leave to observe that many things have been iwwrtwi 
which I presume Mr. Francis gives only from report. I have not heard myself that Nund- 
coomar is confined among common felons. I do not believe that by the principles of his 
religion his caste can be affected Thy any habitation that may be allotted him, TBbif is • point 
of which tho heads of the religion are only capable of judging. I naderstand by a note r*r 
ceived this morning from Mr. Durham that the Judges are at this time assembled for the 
purpose of taking into consideration the plea of Nundcoomar in this particular, and that be was . 

• Secret Select Committee'e Prooeedingfe, lOlh Augoet 1798, Vol, II, page 409. 

♦ 8th May 1776, „ page 866. 
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detired by them to apply to me for proper persons to give tliem information concerning the 
effeots^ which bis oonfinement might produce on his caste, or some points of the like nature, 
and I in consequence directed the mperintendent of the khaisa records to apply to such of the 
pundits as were in Calcutta and to desire them to give their attendance on the Judges/'’'^ 

It was ordered that the sheriff and his deputy should be immediately 
summoned. On their attending and being asked for the original warrant for 
the commitment of Raja Nuudcoomar for the inspection of the Board, they 
delivered it as follows : — 

“ To the Sheriff of the Town of Calcutta and Factory of Fort William in Bengq/ and to the Warrant of 
Keeper of His Majesty’s Prison at Calcutta. lioininitment. 

Receive into your custody the body of Maharaja Nuudcoomar herewith sent yon 
charged before us on the oaths of Mohun Persaud, Camraaul-ud-deen Khan, and others with 
feloniously uttering as true a false and counterfeit writing obligatory knowing the same to be 
false and counterfeit in order to defraud tjie executors of Bollukee Dass, deceased, and him 
safely keep until he shall be discharged by due course of law. 

** Given under our hands and seak this dth day of May in the year of Our Lord 1776. 

“ S. C. LkMaistri. 

“ John HYDi!.”t 

Colonel Monson then asked tho sheriff upon what authority he committed 
Nuudcoomar to prison and he replied that ho was not in town and did not 
execute the warrant. The Colonel then proceeded to question the deputy 
, sheriff as follows :-~ 

“ Q.«-Oid you on this warrant commit Maharnja Nnndcoomar to the jail of Calcutta ?” 

I did.” 

" Q.— Did you not subsequent to that warrant receive a note from Mr. Justice LeMaistre 
acquainting you that it was bis opinion that Maharaja Nundcoomar should be committed to the 
common jail ?” • 

“ .4.— On receiving the warrant from Mr. Justice LeMaistre and Mr. Justice Hyde, 
which has now been read, 1 was going to order it to be put into execution, but Mr. Jarrelt, 
attorney for Nundcoomar, expressing a desire that he might be sent to some other place than 
the cooqmon jail, and delivering it as his opinion that he might as properly be confined in any 
other place, the Judges took it under consideration, and in answer to Mr. Jarrett’s request 
told him that they were both of opinion he could be nowhere properly confined but in the 
common jail, but that for his satisfaction they would ask the opinion of tho Lord Chief Justice 
to whose bouse they were then going. In consequence of this I detained Raja Nundcoomar till 
I knew the Lord Chief Justice’s opinion and soon after received a note signed by Mr. Justice 
LeMaistre, which I beg leave to produce.” 

“ Upon consultation with the Lord Chief Justice, we are all clearly of opinion that the 
sheriff ought to confine his prisouer in the common gaol upon this occasion.” 

S. C. LBMAISTBB.”t 

TVancis then asked the Sheriff whether ” he knew what conveniences or 
accommodation Nundcoomar had in the jail ” and the Sheriff replied—" He has 
small room in which the Jailor used to sleep who removed his family on that 
acoountf* * * § The Deputy Sheriff added " that it was without the prison gate and 
had no communication with the other people in the jail.”§ A motion was then 
put by Francis and carried that " the Sheriff and his Deputy be directed to wait 
on the Chief Justice on the part of this Board and to represent to him the 
situation of.the Raja Nundcoomar whose religion, as he hath informed this Board, 
obliges him to deny himself sustenance in the particular circumstances^ of his 
present oonfinement, and to desire that the Chief Justice will consider of 
granting the prisoner such relief as may be consistent with tho strict security 
of his person to answer to the charges brought against him. ”11 

At tile meeting of the Council next day, a letter was received from the cyefJuXe to 

and Under-Sheriff, stating that in obedience to the commands of the Board 


• Secret Select Committee*# Proceeding!, 8 tb May 1776f Vol. II, page 366. 

f Hid „ page 367. 

^ ^ ! Hid „ pagft368. 

§ *• Qoneral CUvering to tho Deputy Sheriff — 

Q.— If it is without the gate, it is not in the pnioti. 

A.— There are two gatea to the prison. When 1 said it was detached from the place where felons and 
keot, I did not mean that it was not a part of the prison i the jailor's limwe is always considered as g part of the 3 
and adjoins it” Secret Select Committee's Proceedings^ 8 th May 1776, Vol. IF, page 370. 

II Secret Sdeot Oommlttse's Proceedings, 8 th May 1775, Vol. 11, page 371. 
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they had waited on the Chief Justice, and laid the circumstances before him ; 
and that he in answer had desired them to inform the Board *‘that Baja Nund- 
coomar was not committed by him, and that he has Vio anthority to interfere in the 
affair, there being felony expressly charged in the warrant.”* A letter was also 
received from the Chief Justice, intimating to the Board — that before he had 
received their message he “ had been informed that Nundcoomar had on account 
of his religion refused to take sustenance, and that he had immediately sent his 
munshy to him to acquaint him that he had given strict orders to the keeper 
of the prison that his confinement should in every respect be made as easy as 
possible 'to him, and to know from him whence his scruples arose. The 
answer returned to me was — that he could not eat nor drink in a room where 
.Christiana or Mussulmans had been, I thought it not proper to refer his case 
to the Judges who committed him merely on his suggestion, and to ascertain the 
facts I sent for the Pundits, who are the keepers of the consciences and oracles 
of tlie Gentoos.” The Pundits stated tliat it is no easy matter to lose caste. A 
Brahmin must eat eight times of the meal of 'a Mussulman before he can lose 
his caste.” The Pundits also informed the Chief Justice that they were 
“ unanimously of opinion that if a straw shed was built in the inside of the 
prison-yard separate from any house, the Maharaja after a month’s confinement 
would be obliged to pay Rs. 12 or thereabouts for the purpose of feasting 
the Pundits and Brahmins.” Impey xiointcd out that should the claim of 
Nundcoomar be allowed ** it -would be a very heavy burden to the Sheriff 
should he be obliged to provide separate houses for each Brahmin whom it * 
might be necessary to confine, and much more so to provide a Sufficient 
number of officers to surround these houses to prevent escapes. Many 
Brahmins are now in the common gaol. Men of higher caste than the 
Maharaja have been confined there. None of them have lost their caste, and 
this is'the first complaint of the kind.” The Chief Justice also suggested that 
the Judges and nbt the Council were the proper persons to whom Nundcoomar 
ought to have applied. “ I am happy in this instance that the Board has given 
me an opportunity of vindicating the J udges from any surmise of rigor or 
want of humanity; but must make it my request that the Maharaja may be 
acquainted by the Board that if he has any further application to make for 
relief that he must address himself immediately to the Judges, who will give 
all due attention to his representations, for, should he continue to address 
himself to the Board, that which will and can only be obtained from principles 
of justice may have the appearance of being obtained by the means of influence 
and authority, the peculiar turn of mind of the natives being to expect 
everything from power and little from justice. I know I shall be pardoned the 
observation, being clearly convinced that the Board would be as cautious in 
furnishing grounds for, as the Judges can be jealous of, incurring the imputa- 
tion.”! 

The Board replied to Impey’s letter as follows : “ As the Government 

of the country is vested in us, we consider the natives of it*^as the 
immediate objects of our care and protection. Having received that peti- 
tion from Maharaja Nundcomar, of which we had the honour to send you 
an extract, we thought ourselves bound, not only by our official duty but 
by the obvious dictates of humanity, to communicate it as soon as possible 
to you. But in order to prevent that deception which you conceive we 
lay under, we examined the Sheriff and Deputy Sheriff with respect to the 
circumstances of the Raja’s corfineraent, and afterwards put questions to the 
persons who act as President of the Caste Cutoherry in this city, by all which 
we are confirmed in thinking that the facts represented by B&ja> Nundcoomar 
were true, and that his refusal to take sustenance was founded on a sincere 
religious prejudice. We cannot refuse to receive any petitions presented to us, 
and if they relate to the administration of justice we conceive we are bound 
by our duty to communicate them to the Judges.”! Impey answered that 
** Jie did not question the authority of the Board in receiving petftidns, but 
that ho carefully restricted what he said to the individual prisoner. ] 

* Secret Select CommitWe PrcceediDga, 9th Hay 1775> Yoh IJ, page 878. 

t Ihid ^ page 875. 

t ,, page 877. 
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did not desire his petitions shodld not be received, but when received, if they 
were to re(|uire anything from the Judges of the Court, that the answer given 
to the petitions should be tha^ he must apply himself directly to the Judge. 
This 1 did to avoid the imputation I there alluded to, which would be 
equally derogatory to the character of the Council as that of the Judges. 
The particular reason which called upon me in this case to make that 
requisition was the reports publicly circulated in this town that, if the Judges 
comd not be prevailed upon to release the Maharaja he would be delivered 
by force. These reports I knew to be groundless ; but was apprehensive of the 
effects of their gaining credit, especially in the infant state of the court, 
before its authority is sufficiently understood or established. It is not sufficient 
that Courts of Justice act independently ; it is necessary for the good govern- 
ment of a country that they should be believed and known to be above all 
influence.”* • 


The Council answered that the reports mentioned by the Chief Justice 
were wholly untrue, and enclosed an affidavit in which they denied that 
they ever entertained an intention to release Nundcoomar by force. Hastings 
declined to sign the affidavit, deeming it was unnecessary, but declared his 
” entire conviction and assurance that no Member of the Board ever conceived 
an intention of using force for the release of Maharaja Nundcoomar from his 
imprisonment. *’t 

, On the 8th of June the trial of Nundcoomar began before the Chief Trial of 
Justice, Mi;. Justice Chambers, Mr. Justice LeMaistre, Mr. Justice Hyde, and 
a jury consisting of the most respectable European inhabitants, some of 
whom had been long resident in the country and some born in it.t The 
prisoner had the privilege of challenging twenty on the panel, and exercised 
it in the cases of eighteen, reading their names out from a paper in* his 
hand. Mr. Durham was counsel for the Crown, and Mr. Earrer, the ablest 
advocate at the bar, for the defence. After a trial which lasted continuously 
for seven days a verdict of guilty was returned. A week after the verdict, 
a motion* in arrest of judgment was made by Earrer before the full bench, 
but refused, and sentence of death was passed. Earrer then got his junior 
to present to the Court a petition for leave to appeal, but this was also rejected, 
because it did not contain any specific reasons why an appeal should be 
allowed. The next step he took in his client’s favour was to prepare a 

E etition to the judges for the signature of the jury praying for a respite, 
ut only one juryman consented to sign it. Undaunted by want of success 
Earrer prepared another petition which was addressed by Nundcoomar to the 
Governor-General in Council, and he suggested that the Council should endorse 
this petition to the Court. But General Clavering and Colonel Monson re- 
fused to entertain the idea, the General assigning as a reason that “ it had no 
relation whatever to the public concerns of the country, which alone he 
was seqt qjjt to transact, and that he would not make any application in 
favour of a man who had been found guilty of forgery; nor indeed did 
he think it would do any good.” The day before he forwarded his petition to 
the Governor-General in Council Nundcoomar had sent a most piteous letter 
to Francis. He wrote : “ All my hopes under God Almighty is in you, there- 

fore most humbly entreat, in the name of God, you will be pleased to intercede 
for me and procure a respite till His Most Gracious Majesty’s pleasure is 
known.” He added: “As I entirely rely on Your Worship’s endeavour to do 
me all the good you can, I shall not, according to the opinion of the Hindoos, 
aeguse you jn the day of judgment of neglecting to assist me in the extremity 
I am now in.” But* Francis took no steps to save the life of his suppliant, 
and qgjhe 6th August 1776 Nund<^omar was h^ 


^ Sir Jridw Pitijanaw Stephen writes “ I huve not found the answer made by the Council to this letter. 
Story of Nundcootnar, page 99. 

t Secret Sel^t tfommittee's Proceedings! 16th May 1776, Vol. II, page 378.* 

t Macaulay states * '‘Nundcoomar was brought before Sir Elijah Imp9y and a jury oom^sed of Englwhttien.*' 
Madknlay could never have read the trial or be would have known that Nundcoomar was tried before ^r Wnah Impey 
and three other iudgea, which makes a very material difference in forming an estimate of the case. Mr. KUjah linpey 
pointed out this fact in the Memoirs of his Father, but Macaulay had not the generosity to correct the jrror into 
which ha wae led by Mill. Merivale also makes no mention of Nundcoomar having been tried by four judges. , 

I " Bat whilst he (Hastings) was exposing to publioity Nundcoomar's infamies and giving proof of 
or indeed of all.lt came out that this man used to forge bills of exchange under the hands and seals of *“**^*^ 
and that after haying Imitated their seali exactly he kept them at home ready at all times for manufaclufing, as 
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At a meeting of the Council held on the fM of August General Chyedng 
informed that on the Mb of the month a person calling himself a 

aerrant of Nuodcoomar came to bis house and sent an open pamr As 

I imagined that the paper might contain some request that I should take some 
steps to intercede for him, and being resolved not to make any applioation 
whatever in bis favour, I left the paper on my table until the 6tb, which was 
the day after his execution, when I ordered it to be translated by my inter- • 
preter. As it appears to me that this paper contains several circumstances which 
it may be proper for the Court of Directors and Her Majesty's Ministers to be 
acquainted with, I have brought it with mo here, and desire that the Board 
will instruct me what I am to do with it.”* It was resolved after some discus- 
sion that the paper delivered by the servant of Nundcoomar to General Clavering 
be produced and read. 


At a meeting of the Council held on the 16th August “ the Persian transla- 
tor sent in a correct translal ion of the document/^ and Hastings moved that as* it 
contained expressions reflecting on tlie character of the Chief Justice and 
Judges of the Supreme Court a copy might be sent to them.” 


Mr, Francis, — 1 think that our sending a copy of tho Raja Nundcoomar^s address to 
this Board to the Chief Justice and the Judges would be giving it much more weight than it 
deserves. I consider the insinuations contained in it against tliem ns wholly unsupported and 
of a libellous nature, and, if I am not irregular, in this place 1 would move that orders should 
be given to the Sheriff to cause the original to be burnt publicly by the bauds of the common 
hangman/' ‘ 


*^Mr. Barwell, — I have no objections to the paper being burnt by the "hands of the 
common hangman, but I would deliver it to tho Judges agreeably to tho Governor's proposi- 
tion/' 


• Colonel Monson,— -I differ with Mr. Barwell in opinion. I think this Board cannot 
communicate the letter to the Judges; if they did, I think they might be liable to a prosecution 
for a libel; the fftiper I deem to have a libellous tendency, and the assertions contained in it 
are unsupported. I agree with Mr. Francis in opinion that the paper should be burnt under 
the iu8])ectioQ of the Sheriff by the hands of the common hangman." 

Grneral Clavkring, — I totally disapprove of sending to the Judges the paper, agree- 
ably to the Governor-General's proposition, because I think it might make the members of tho 
Board who sent it liable to a prosecution, and therefore agree with Mr. Francis that it should 
be delivered to the Sheriff to be burnt by the hands of the common hangman." 

"The Governor-General,— I should have no objection to any act which should publish 
to the world the sense which this Board entertain of the paper in question, but it does not 
appear to me that such an effect will be produced by Mr. Francis's motion. The inhabitants 
of this settlement form but a very small class of that collective body commonly understood by 
that expression of the word. The petition itself stands upon our records, through which it will 
find its way to the Court of Directors, to His Majesty's Ministers, and in all probability will 
become public to the whole people of Britain. I do not however object to the motion of its 
being burnt. " 


“ The Board do not agree to the motion for sending a copy of the address of Maharaja 
Nundcoomar to the Judges, but resolve that orders be sent to the Sheriff, with the original let- 
ter, to cause it to be burnt publicly by the hands of the common hangman, in proper place 
for that purpose, on Monday next, declaring it to be a libel." 

"Mr. Francis,— I beg leave to observe that by the same channel through which the 
Court of Directors and His Majesty's Ministers or the nation might be informed of the con- 
tents of the paper in question, they must also be informed of the reception it had met with 
and the sentence passed upon it by this Board, I therefore hope that its being destroyed in 
the manner proposed will be sutnoient to clear the characters of the Judges, so far as they 
appear to be attacked in that paper; and to prevent any possibility of the imputation indirectly 
thrown on the Judges from extending beyond this Board, 1 move that the entry of the 
address from Raja Nundcoomar entered on our proceedings of Monday last be expungcd."t 


occftiion required, bills of exchange and bonds in any one's name and hand to bo hereafter produced at his pleasure, hr 
which iniquitous practice he used to keep everyone in awe of his displewure ; amongst these pieces of tbU manSafl- 
tory he had forged an obligatmn bond in favour of Bolakedass, a banker, at all times oF much credit, but who had 
acqmred a great name m Mir Caff^n-glian's time : he had presented it to the Company's ciish-keepor and had received 
the full amounts which he ha4 kept to himself # • c • • Nerertbeless. the Oenemra protection 

having prov^ of no avail against crimes that had been fully ascertained, Nundcoomar underwent his lenteU In the 
manner stated, and on the sevenie^^^^ year one thousand one hondred and cigh%.idne was Sawn 

up and hanged by the neck. Hia money and effects were registered and then delivered to his son Haja Qoordai 
They say that the whole amounted to fifty-two lakhs of money and full as much more in effecte and other pro£?v 

in his house there came ont a small caskat oonteinlSg th^ 
a I f ^ 5 of persons of distinction. In con8<>qnenoe of this discovery his ttslicious acts wore draowed 

io^opeu hght and they net with what they well deserved.” Salr-uLMutakerin. "aggai 

• SMrek 8.1eot CommltW* ProcMdingt, 14th Aa,u.t 1776, pige 412. 

16th Au^t 1776, ph;4 41S. 
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The J udges addressed the foiUowing letter to the Board 

To 

Tub Hob^blb Wabrbb HAsniras, Qovernor-Oeneral, 

and the Gentlemen of the Coaneil. 

“ Hok'blb Sib and Sirs,— A paper containing* a false, scandalous, and malicious charge 
against the Judges of the Supreme Court, producetl at your Board, having been by you de- 
clared a libel, and ordered to be burned by the bands of the comtnon hangman, we return you 
our thanks for having shewn so due a sense of this outrage to pulJic justice ; ^ut as we must 
be interested as well in the minutes introducing aud condemning the paper, as in the paper 
itself, we find ourselves obliged to desire that you will furnish us with a copy of the libel, and 
of such minutes which relate to it, as stand on your Consultations, and must therefore be con- 
veyed to Englind, that we may judge whether they contain any matters necessaiy for us to 
take notice of. 

" Knowing the satisfaction His Majesty and his Ministers, as well as the Hon'blo East 
India Company, who were deeply interested in the duo administration of justice, must receive 
from the high reputation which the Supreme Court has acquired in (this country, we thought 
we owed it to ourselves and the State to transmit to you the enclosed papers that they may 
stand recorded on your Consultations, which we l.liink peculiarly proper at this time, as by 
promulgating the universal sense of this settlement in relation to our conduct, they are a direct 
and public refutation of the libel, and corroborate such of your minutes as tend to vindicate 
our reputations.”* 

We are, 

Hon’ble Sir & Sirs, 

Your obedient humble Servants, 

E. IMPEY. 

ROBT. CHAMBERS. 

S. C. LkMAISTRE. 

" 28th August 1775. JOHN HYDE.” 



The papers which the Judges enclosed were no doubt the addresses 
presented to them approving of their conduct. The first was by the Grand 
.Jury to Impey individually; the second also addressed to Impey personally 
was by the free merchants, free mariners and other inhabitants of the town 
of Calcutta, and was signed by eighty-four Europeans.f A third addr^s to 
all the Judges was signed by forty-three Armenians, and a fourth was signed 
by about a hundred leading natives of Calcutta and tlio neighbourhood. 

Francis objected to the addresses being entered, “ because the libel to 
which the papers are said to contain a direct and public refutation has been 
expunged, the original burnt, and I do not believe a copy of it now exists.! 


•Secret Select Committee’* rroccctling*, 4tli Scptcmtcr 1776, Vol. II, page 414. 
t Mr. BevjlWgD states eight were members of tho J ury, 

“ These addresses jar on tho sentiment which condemns tho praise of persons in power dnring their aetnal tenure 
of it ; but 1 am by no means sure that they do not represent tlie actual state of feeling, both European and Native, 
in Calcutta at that time. That they represent European feeling there is no reason to doubt. Tho Europeans were 
quite indopoudent of tho Court, and not long afterwards bitterly attacked it. An address by natives is always open to 
suapiciont but the Council had at that time far greater influonco over tho natives than the Court, which indeed had 
none.’* Story of Nundcooiuar by Sir James Fitzjamcs Stephen, Vol. I, p. 228. 

t Francis was mistaken. Impey produced it and read it in his defence. Be said that Bastings "thought it no 
more than common justice to tho Judffo* to give it to mo. and as it was in the Secret Department of the Government 
ho delivered it to mo under an oathpf secrecy not to disclose it in India except to the Judges. Except to them it hM 
not been disclosed to this day. ujlcn it is culled forth by necessity for my defence. Story of Nundcoomar by Sir 
James Fitsjaraos Stephen, Volume II, page 95. 

• A facitmile tho petition i« printed in Impoj’* Memoirs, page 417. The petition states— " ^ .3!^ 

seating at this time a just fset which for tho interest of the King and tho relief of the people I in a 
made known, many Bnglish gentlemen have become my enemies ; and, having no other means ®*,“ 

sotlons, deeming my destruction of tha utmost capodiency for themselves, ''f 

which hid formerly been repeatedly found to bo false, and ‘he Governor, knowing Mohan Poreand to 
rion. liar, tnrned Wm out of his house, spd themsolves was 

Other 


never 


liar, lurnea Uim oaii ox IIW UOUW, WUU mOUIBWlVCO WtumauB IV,.' . . AUsan... 

Justice* have tried me by the English laws which are contrary to the custom* of ttis ** 

any snch administration of justice hofotoj and taking the evidence of my enemiw in *"“*A^* 

mnAi) mA kidhath. Butbvmv death the Kinir’s justice will let tho •actions of person remain conceac . 


of the JiidffM to suspend my execution till the King's pleasure should oe Known, — 

justly take Sway my hfe. L God's sake, gentlemen of the Council, you who are 3^' 

m undergo this injury, hut wait the King’s plewnre. H I am simply put to death I will with my fnmiiy tte|tano 
jaathsa \m the next ItfOh" 


the 
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His Majesty’s Ministers and the Hon’ble Bast India Company should be 
informed of the high reputation which the Supreme Court has acquired in 
this country.” It was resolved by the majority that* the enclosures in the 
letter from the Supreme Court be not inserted on the records of the Board,” 
and ” that the Judges be not furnished with copies of the minutes upon the 
libel.” A few months after Brands had borne evidence as to the high 
reputation which the Supremo Court had acquired in the country, and bad 
moved that the petition of Nundcoomar be burnt on account of its being a libel 
on the Cou^t, he began to make insinuations against the integrity of the 
Judges. In the Consultation of the 26th January will be found a minute 
signed by Clavering, Monson and Brancis, but evidently written by the last, 
in which occur the following remarks :-?• 

After the death of Nundcoomar, the Governor, I believe, is well assured that no man 
who regards his own safety wilt venture to stand forth as his accuser. On a subject of this 
delicate nature it becomes us to leave every honest man to his reflections. It ought to be made 
known, however, to the English nation that the forgery of which the Raja was accused must 
have been committed several years ago ; that in the interim he had been protected and em- 
ployed by Mr. Hastings ; that bis son was appointed to one of the first offices in the Nabob's 
household with a salary of one lakh of rupees, and that the accusation which ended in his 
destruction was not produced until he came forward and brought a specific charge against the 
Governor of corruption in his office. If Mr. Hastings had been careful of his own honour, 
we think he would not have appeared himself as the prosecutor of his accuser, and tliat he 
would have exerted his influence with Mohnn Persaud to suspend the other prosecution until be 
had proved the falsehood of the charges bronght against himself by Nundcoomar. As things 
are now circumstanced the world may perhaps conclude that this man was too formidable a 
witness to be suffered to appear, and that any degree of odium or suspicions which the violent 
measures taken to destroy him might throw on the Oovernor’s character, was not to he 
weighted against the danger of his proving the truth of his accusations.”* 

* Hastings, as his correspondence with the Court of Directors clearly proves, 
) made use of tbcwservices of Nundcoomar because he was commanded to do so by 
:? the Court of Directors, and be employed his son for the same reason. His prose- 
* cutlon of Nundcoomar for conspiracy was an act of legitimate self-defence, and it 
; would have been an act of doubtful propriety for the Governor of a province to 
■ have used his influence to suspend the prosecution of a criminal charge. It is 
' extremely probable, as Brancis stated, that if Nundcoomar “ had never stood 
; forth in politics his other offences would not have hurt him.” If he had not 
attacked Mohun Persaud before the majority who he believed were supreme 
; in the state, Mohun Persaud might never have pressed the charge of for- 
! gery. But if the evidence of Barrer is trustworthy, f and it is the evidence 
' of a hostile witness who was the advocate of Nundcoomar and a close friend 
of ^ Brancis, the criminal proceeding grew naturally out of the previous civil 
suit. • There has never been produced a particle of evidence to connect Has- 
tings with th^ forgery suit, but on the other band we have his own solemn 
; assertion that he had neither prompted nor encouraged it. He stated : *‘l have 
; declared on oath before the Supreme Court of Justice that I neither advised nor 
: encouraged the prosecution of Maharaja Nundcoomar. It would hav^ill become 
. the first magistrate in the Settlement to have employed his influence either to 
promote or dissuade it.”t Bor the death of Nundcoomar Hastings can in no way 
be held accountable, but Brancis and his colleagues, who possessed supreme 
power, might have saved his life by asking the Supreme Court to grant his prayer 
that the execution of the sentence should be suspended pending a reference to 
En^and.§ K9t.on, Hastings but on the triumv imte m ust r^st the respca>sil?ilit j 
tne culjirit N-.^^ 


• Saoret S«I^t Committee’* Proceedinga, 86th Jenuapy 1776, Vol. II, page 476, 4 , 

t Mr. Beyeridge give* for qoeBtianing Farror’e memory, but it aeemB highly improbable that an advocate 

who played au lending n part in »o iiiiportniit a cane should forget Oie oircumetancen cunnocted with it, 

t The motive* Of delicncy which Haatings averred he felt on the subject were wholly beyond the conception of 
hranms. kim it wna only natninl that Hantinga should uee hie influence ngeinst Nuiid^mar, beoanaa Francis 
liif 1*'» ground* of quarrel with him were, Uie more untnral was it 
i^nJ**»i** ** *** ** * *•■"**"“* ‘ reason fop the House of Common* excluding him by their vote from a place 

^ge8» )* “*”“**” *ke pnwer^ of comprehension. (Statesmen of the time of George III bg l^rd Brj^hnni, 

applying to the Court the complaint made by ;the Court that it was uncorf. 
ciSrt Justice on mattoro judicially before it by letter, and not by petition or motive in open 

Murts He must cither have overlooked or wilfully refused to notice the brond distinction between writing a lAtfAv 

which theThTd^^^^^^^ 

aisc^tion. The latter is as natural nnd proper as the former is unconstitutional The Home SerretArv in HnalAviai 
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Shortly after Nundcoomar had been committed for trial, a despatcli arrived ^**“f»t*<* 
from the Bombay Government announcing that they had made a treaty with 
Kaghoba, the claimant to the throne of the Feshwa, by which he agreed to 
cede Salsette and Bassein to the English in consideration of being liiraself 
Restored to Poona. Hastings pronounced the treaty unseasonable, impolitic, 

'unjust, and unauthorised. “ It is unseasonable becfmse the treaty was formed 
with Baghoba at a time in which he appears to have been totally abandoned 
by his former adherents. It was impolitic hcitanse it threw the whole burthen 
of the war on the Company witliout a force at the command of the Presidency 
equal to the undertaking, without money or certain resources, and because 
it was undertaken without any regard to the general interest of tho other 
settlements of the Company in India. It was unjust bepausa tliey had 
received no injury from any part of the Mahratta State which could autliorise 
their interfering in their mutual dissensions, nor w'^ere under any actual 
ties to assist Itaghoba.”* Though Hastings condemned the treaty, he took a 
statesman’s view of the position, and felt that to withdraw abruptly after Imving 
•entered into positive engagements with one party, and offended the other per- 
haps beyond hopes of reconciliation, might be attondtid with greater danger 
than prosecuting the original design and even with national dishonour. He 
therefore proposed that — “ The President and Council of Bombay bo perempto- 
rily enjoined to cancel tho treaty with Raghoba, and to withdraw the detach- 
ment immediately to their own possessions by whatever means may be in 
their power, unless any of the following cases may have occurred”:— 

** Ist — That they shall have obtained any decisive advantage over the 
enemy ; ” 

“ S)id — That tlie detachment shall have proceeded to such a distance, or be 
in such a situation, as to make it dangerous either to retreat or go on ; ” 

” 3rd — That a negotiation shall have taken place between Raghoba and 
his opponents in consequence of the support afforded by this aliiauce.”t 

Prancis entirely agreed “ with the Governor-General in disapproving of the 
conduct of the Government of Bombay, and in protesting against all the con- 
sequences which may attend it ;”t but he added “ I think that their engaging 
the Company’s troops on distant inland expeditions, especially without any 
determinate object for their operations, or limitation of time ic/t their services, 
ought not to receive the least countenance or authority from us ; and that we 
ought to insist upon their recalling tho troops without any consideration but 
that of thfeir safe retreat.*’§ 

It was agreed by the majority that “ the troops he ordered to bo recalled i 
without any exception but the single consideration of their safety .”1| ' 

The Bombay Government obeyed the commands of the Supreme Govern- 
ment and ordered the forces who had won the hard-fought battle of Arras 
into British territory, but tho President wrote a dignified protest against 
th eir, action. He declared that he andTliis colleagues considered the welfare 
the Presidency entirely depended on their preventing the island of 
•Salsette from again falling into the hands of the Portuguese, and “in 
this situation we are of opinion policy absolutely required that we^ should side 
with one of the contending parties in tlie Mahratfa State, that it might be recon- 
ciled to our motives for that attack, and to our continuing in possession of that 
island. This necessity being allowed, justice doubtless required that we should 
take pai’i with Raghoba, the Peshwa, and in duty to our employers we made this 
.decision as advantageous to them as possible, as we think is evident from the 
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treaty.”* TRey proceeded to inform the Goveraoj-General that they had deputed 
Mr. William Taylor, “ a member of our Board, to ’fisit Calcutta in order, more 
fully than can be done by letter at so great & distance,, to represent to your 
Honor and Council the motives for all our proceedings, the present situation 
of affairs, with the danger and discredit that must attei^d our treaty being can- 
celled, and Raghoba deserted ?” Mr. Taylor on reaching Calcutta wrote a very 
full and able letter reviewing Mabratta affairs, but his ai^uments had no effect 
on the Supreme Government, They informed him that “ after duly con- 
sidering the representations which you have been pleased to deliver to us, we 
are confirmed in our opinion of the expediency of the Company’s troops being 
immediately recalled from the service of Eaghoba to their own garrison ?*’ 
They also declared their intention of deputing an agent of their own, Colonel 
Upton, to negotiate with the ruling ministerial party at Poona. At first the 
pretensions of the ministry at Poona wefe so great that it was impossible 
to make any settlement with them, and on the 7th March the Supreme 
Government, thinking that Colonel Upton's* negotiations had been entirely 
broken off, wrote to the Bombay Government to renew hostilities. They said — 
“Wo think it necessary to take the earliest opportunity to release you from the 
restrictions which we formerly laid upon your operations, and to provide every 
means in our power for carrying on the war in conjunction with Raghoba with 
vigour.” The treaty of Purandhar however, to the disappointment of the 
Governor-General and the Bombay Government, had been signed before the 
letter was w^ritten. “The treaty^of Purandhar,” writes Warren Hastings. toA- 
friend* “ was executed tluir ist March 17713.^ I disapproved of it ?” 

The treaty established peace between the British Government and the minis- 
Iterjal party, and dissolved the alliance' with Raghoba, It proved, however, only a 
ntemporary and hollow truce. The Bombay Government continued to give protec- 
Ition to Raghoba, ^and the M.ihrattRS delayed and evaded the concessions they had 
imade. It was impossible that any treaty which left Salsette in the hands of the 
English would meet with the approval of the patriot party in the capital of the 
Deccan. Two years pjissed in appeals from the Bombay and Poona authorities 
to the Governor- General in Council, and in ineffectual though earnest ‘endea- 
vours on their part to reconcile them. Then a new feature was added to the 
dispute by the arrival of the Chevalier de St. Lubin at Poona. Nana 
Fadanavis, the great Mabratta statesman who had strenuously obstructed the 
fulfilment of the treaty, immediately attached himself to the Chevalier. The 
British Envoy complained that “ indeed in every respect they paid the greatest 
attention to the French ?” And M. de St. Lubin was received with great 

E by the Peshwa when he delivered his credentials, “ being letters from the 
_ and Ministers of France.'* The main object of the Chevalier was to 
establish a factory, supported by a military force, at Poona, and to obtain a sea- 
port near Bombay.f If he had succeeded the French would have regained their 
former importance in India, and the English would have had to battle with 
them, supported by all the powers and resources of the Mabratta Empire, for 
supremacy in the East. The Bombay Government rightly remarked “ if time 
is given to the French for the French Ministry to take their measure, and to 
supply Nana with a body of forces, we can expect nothing but a repetition of 
the scene of wars and intrigues formerly acted on the coast of Coromandel, 
which will certainly be fatal to the influence of the English on this coast, and 
I may end in our total subversion.” At this critical time the rivalry between 
' Sakaram Bapu, the aged premier, and his younger associate Nana Fadnavis 
crated a division in the Poona Cabinet, and the former made overtures for the 
assistance of the Company to restore Raghoba to Poona. The' BomW 
Qoverninent resolved “ that if a formal application were* made it might cer- 
tainly with the utmost justice be considered as an application from the Mah- 
ratta State and treated accordingly ; as Sakaram Bapu is the Divan, or first officer 
of the Government, and the principal person with whom Colonel Upton con- 
cluded the late treaty on behalf of the State he being the Minister flfic named 
in the treaty. It was also ordered that “ the resolution be immediately for-' 
warded to the Governor-General and Council, who, we flatter ourselves, will do 
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justice ' to our motives, and afford their approbation and support to the step 
we have taken, and to the measures we may further pursue.” The approbation!' 
and support of the Supreme Government were, after a stormy debate, gained! 
only by the casting vote of Hastings, who owing to the deat h of General Ola-^ 
vering had recovered nis ascendancy in Council. 'I’rancis and ’Wilder con- 
demned the resolution as illegal, unjust, and impolitic. They argued that it was 
illegal because it was taken without the sanction of the supreme authority ; 
unjust because it was contrary to the treaty of Purandhar ; and impolitic 
because it involved the English in the dangers and burdens of war. Hastings 
and Barwell argued that the emergency justified the illegality ; that it was 
not contrary to the treaty because the principal person with whom the treaty 
had been made had proposed it ; and that it was not impolitic because it would 
give the English permanent influenqp in the Mahratta Empire. After consider- 
able discussion and after minutes of considerable ability and force had been 
dictated and read at the Council Board both by Francis and Hastings, the fol- 
lowing main resolutions were adopted : that the President and Council of ; 

Bombay Tare warranted by the Treaty of Purandhar to join in a plan for 
conducting Kaghunathrdo to Poona on the application of the ruling part of 
the administration of the Mahratta State ; that a supply of money, to the 
amount of ten lakhs of rupees, be immediately granted to the President and 
Council of Bombay ; that military assistance be sent to the Presidency. A 
force under Colonel Leslie was ordered to cross the Continent, and place itself 
under the orders of the Government of Bombay. 

On the 8th June a letter reached the Board from Colonel Leslie informing 
them that he had met with some slight opposition from the Mahrattas, and 
Francis took advantage of the occurrence to propose, with the pertinacity \^hich 
distinguished him, that “ the expedition he alisolutely countermanded, and 
Colonel Leslie's command of course dissolved as soon as he lias quartered his 
troops on this side the Jumna in the best manner the season will permit.”* 

Before the proposition could be discussed news of a very grave nature 
reached the Board, The Bombay Government Avrote to them — “ It is with much 
concern we acquaint you that by the London Oasette of the 16th December 
just received from Bassora, we learn tliat General Burgoyne with his whole 
army, consisting of 3,500 fighting men, was compelled to surrender to General General Burgoyne. 
Gates on the 14th of October on condition of being transported to England ' 
from Boston, and not to serve again in America during the war. General 
Howe remains in possession of Philadelphia with wdiich place the fleet have in 
vain endeavoured to open a communication, and three of our ships have been des- 
troyed in the attempts, viz., the Aiignstn, of 64 guns, the Boebuck, of 44, and 
the* Merton of 16. General Washington was encamped within a few miles from 
Philadelphia, and the Congress had removed to Lancaster. G eneral Clinton with 
a srfiall army had proceeded up the river of New York and had met with some 
success. '*t-' Francis request ed his colleagues to consider “ whether the unfor- 
tunate event in America ought not to have a general influence upon our measures 
here, wh ether this be.a season for hazarding offensive operations of any kind, 
and wTiether pcJicy and prudence do not plainly dictate to us that while the 
nation is so deeply engaged and pressed on one side, with everything to appre- 
hend from the designs of France and Spain on the other, we should jtand.on 
our defence^ and not weaken or divide the force on which the safety of Bengal 
may ^ond.*’l: Hastings replied with the force and dignity which he could com- 
mand when occasion required — “ I hope that our affairs in America are not in i 
the despewfte situation in which they are described to be ; but I see no con- 
nection between them and the concerns of this Government, much less can 
I agree that' with such superior advantages as we possess over every power 
which can oppose us, we should act merely on the defensive and abruptly stop 
the operation of a measure of such importance to the national interests and to 
the natioifaf safety as that in which we have now decidedly engaged, with the . 
elyes of all India turned upon it. On the contrary, if it be really true that 
the British arms and influence have suffered so severe a check in the Western 
world, it is the more incumbent on those who are charged with the ’interest 
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of Groat Britain in the East to exert themaclvcs for the retrieval of the 
national loss.*’* 

On the 7th of July 1778, the Government “ received intelligence, by way 
tof Suez, that war was declared by the Court of Fraiice against England on 
the 30th of March last.”t A Council was immediately held, and Hastings, 
after bringing forward various measures concerning the defence of the city 
and province, proposed that — “ Raja Chey t Sing be required in form to 
contribute his share of the burthen of the present war by consenting to 
the establishment of three regular battalions of sepoys, to be raised and main* 
tained at his expense.*’ $ Francis acquiesced in the proposal, but suggested 
that Chcyt Sing “should be informed that this additional charge will not 
bo imposed upon him beyond the continuance of the present war.”§ Has- 
tings remarked that “ the qualification ^ proposed was consonant to my in- 
tention on the question and implied in it;’’ but he could not agree to have 
any specific words added to the proposition r as the matter involved a grave 
principle. “ I agreed, ’’ he stated, “ to add to the question the following 
, words — ‘ and to be disbanded at the end of the war but perceiving that 
the difference in our opinions upon this subject arises, not from a disagreement 
respecting tlie requisition simply considered by itself, but from a different 
understanding of the right of the Company to exact, under any pressure of 
affairs, more than the sum stipulated by the suuiiud granted to Cheyt Sing 
and the kubbooliat given by him in return ; I must therefore adhere to thp 
question as it stands, wisliing to avoid the question of right. If however we 
cannot agree upon this pomf^ still, I would wish to have tlie requisition made 
in the words of the question, and leave the decision of future right to our 
jsqperio ra.”|i At the close of the debate Hastings again reiteratetl his opinion 
as t6 the right of the param'umt power to make the demand. His words 
were— “ I agree to tho question in the original terms of it, deeming it a right 
, inherent in every Government to impose such assessment as it judges expedient 
for the common service and protection of all its subjects ; and we are not 
precluded from it by any agreement subsisting betw'een the Raja and this 
Government.”^ It was “ resolved that the Raja Chcyt Sing bo required in 
form to contribute his share of the burtlien of the present war, by the 
establishment of three regular battalions of sepoys to he raised and maintained 
at his expense, and the Governor- General is requested to write to him to that 
effect.”** 

Though no formal intimation of the war wdlhthe Frencli had reached Ben- 
gal, Hastings determined, by a decisive stroke, to take possession of the French 
settlements in India. A force was immediately despatched to demand the sur- 
render of Cliandernagorc, and on the 10th of July Colonel How' wrote to the 
Board ; — “ In obedience to your demands, I took possession of the French Fac- 
tory at Chandernagore this morning at 10 o’clock. As I found various 'pre- 
tensions of delay were made, not admissible by tlie tenor of my oilers, I was 
under the necessity of ordering the Company’s troops to advance within tho 
barrier where a guard of sepoys was posted under tlie command of a French 
officer. On this occasion the enemy’s guards of the barrier having fired by 
order of their officer, without effect, a platoon was returned which killed four 
sepoys and w'ounded three or more. This accident was unavoidable. The 
guard dispersed and the troops entered the toAvn of Chandernagore, where every- 
thing was afterwards conducted with the greatest regularity. ”+t A letter was 
also received from Monsieur Hoequart, late Commandant of Chandernagore, 
demanding that the Board should accept certain specific articles of capitulation 
proposed by him, and expressing a liope that the inhabitants would be well 
treated. He also desired to be acquainted “ with the reasons for the violence 
and force which you have used towards the French nation in whose name I 
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speak to you.’** To his letter the Board sent the following repiy : “ The 
instructions which we have giyen to Lieutenant-Colonel Dow being grounded 
on certain information that a war was declared by the Court of Great Britain 
against France on the 18th of last March, and by that of France against England 
on the 30th of the saihe month, we cannot depart from them. We heg leave, 
however, to acquaint you that it forms a part of our orders to Colonel Dow to 
treat the inhabitants of Chandernagore with all possible lenity and tenderness. 

We have no doubt he will attend to this injunction as far as may be consistent 
with their present situation and the usages of war in such cases.”! The, Frencli 
Commander in reply reminded the Council that they “ make no manner of 
answer to the ten articles in my letter ” and added— “ I do not think that requir- 
ing of the inhabitants the keys of their godowns and warehouses where he • 
himself goes to take inventories ( a commission beneath the rank ho holds ) 
is a mark of mildness and attention. The Governor-General replied — “ We did 
not think it necessary to answer,specifically to the dilTcrent articles which you 
had proposed to our consideration, because the circumstances under which the 
town of Chandernagore was surrendered did not appear to be those of a capitu- 
lation.”§ 

The merchants of Chandernagore also addressed an indignant remonstrance 
to the English Commandant. They put forward an ingenious and plausible 
argumcmt that they should be unmolested because “ the English settled in 
.France have peaceably exerted their industry in times of war, and the same in- 
dulgence has been granted to the Ercnch settled in England.” “ We think, Sir,” 
they wrote, “ this latter situation with some exceptions to be nearly that which we 
have in Bengal. We have no other circulations than the moneys which your 
Government coin ; we know no laws but those w'hieh you impose on us. Our 
Government, faithful to its treaties, has only established an administration at 
Chandernagore to give some sanction to our existence and to judge our differ- 
ences according to our civil laws. If we had not thought, Sir, that such was our 
existence in Bengal, and if our interests, blended with those of the English, 
had not strengthened us in this opinion, we should never have abandoned our- 
selves to your discretion, in exercising our industry iu a country at 60 leagues 
distance from the sea, and surrounded on all sides by your troops in which, 
making sacrifice of our properties, w^e have not even the hope of sheltering 
our liberty.” |1 The English Commandant with graceful flattery was regarded as 
one ” well acqutiinted with everything appertaining to history ” and he was 
reminded of the generous treatment tliat an English ship of war received from 
the Governor of 'Havannah. “ The history which relates this fact makes no 
mention of the Governor’s having been blamed by his Court, and all Europe 
admired the like conduct. So much is the law of nations superior to that 
of war.”^ 

* Colonel Dow forwarded the letter from the merchants to the Supreme 
Council, and they directed that all reasonable indulgence should ” bo shown to 
them in the full and free possession of their houses.”** 

A despatch was sent to Madras announcing the war with the French, and 
desiring that immediate steps should be taken for the capture of Pondicherry jjaW. 
and of Mah6, It must have reached its destination with unusual expedition, 
for according to a letter dated the 8th of August “ the troops that had been 
encamped near Conjeverara, consisting of two battalions of Europeans, three 
companies of artillerv, and six battalions of sepoys with sixteen six-pounders, 
encamped on the Bed Hills, within 4 miles of Pondicherry, and were intended 
•to prevent any succour being thrown into the fort.”+t More troops, battering 
cannon, and all sort of stores had however to be brought from Madras, Vellore, 
Taniore, and Trichinopoly, and many days elapsed before anything could be 
done. “On theSlst August some cannon and stores being arrived, and the 
fort and its environs having been examined, it was resolved to carry on two 
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attacks. The one to the northward against the* north-west bastion^ theotb..l* 
to the southward against the bastion called Dauphin j a battery was begun to 
be erected this night on the south-west to ennlade their works, to contain 
fo ur 24-pound crs and some mortars. The enemy fired continually on this 
work, but on the 4Lh September the battery was completed.’* On the 6th 
September the besiegers “ broke ground to the northward and in the night 
drew a parallel within six hundred yards of the town. •••* On the morning 
of the 18th September all the batteries opened. The fire from the fort was 
very he 9 ,vy on all sides, but towards the evening our batteries had appa- 
rently the advantage and the enemy’s fire decreased greatly.” The approaches 
both on the north and south side were carried forward with unremitting vigour, 

• but the vigilance and fire of the enemy, and the violent rains retarded the 
progress of the operations. “ On the 14th October the bridge of boats that 
was intended to be used for the passage of the ditch on the south attack being 
completed, and a float being prepared for the, same purpose to the northward, 
it was intended to assault the place about 8 o’clock in the morning on the 
16th. But about 11 in the forenoon the water forced itself into the gallery with 
such violence that it broke down and damaged some of the boats • • • 

* * . I'hough the assault could not take place yet an attack was made on the 

ravelin to the northward about 2 o’clock in the morning ; the ravelin was 
surprised, and the enemy’s party of 22 Europeans wore mostly killed, wounded, 
or taken prisoners. Some sepoys escaped, as did some Europeans. We spiked 
four cannon and four mortars, destroyed a good many arms, and a quantity 
of ammunition. The 16th the gallery was repaired, and it was resolved to 
assault the place next morning, and the necessary orders were to have been 
given to the troops in the evening, but about 11 in the forenoon Monsieur 
De Vcllite, Aide-de-Oamp to Major-General Bellecombe, came with a flag of 
truce from the #fort.”* The besiegers by the generosity of their terms bore 
witness to the gallantry of the besieged. The garrison were allowed to march 
out with all the honours of war ; and at the request of General Bellecombe 
.the regiment of Pondicherry was allowed to retain its colours. After a lapse 
of some mouths the fortifications were destroyed. The French now retained 
in India nothing but Mab6, and on the 13th May 1779 the Govern or- General 
received a letter from Fort St. George announcing the surrender of that 
place. The Madras Government also enclosed a letter from llyder Ali strongly 
protesting against an attack on a French factory situated in his dominions. 
Ue had a month previously written direct to the Governor-General as follows • 

” I see what you write concerning your intentions against the French factory of 
Mah6. In my country there are factories belonging to the English, Dutch, 
Portuguese, Danes, and French, and besides them there are many merchants 
here who are considered as my subjects ; if any one entertains designs against 
those traders I will without doubt take the best and most considerate method 
to give them assistance. If you are not already acquainted with this^you may 
inform yourselves of those who have been long members of your Cou^il.”t 

The growing hostility of Hyder threw a new and formidable difficulty in the 
'way of Hastings : and the faction within the Council, as well as the exhaustion of 
the treasury, added bitterness to the miserable result of the war. The attempt 
to push into the heart of the Mahratta dominion with a small array had ended 
in disaster and disgrace. But the hour of danger is the opportunity of heroes. 
General Goddard, a soldier of courage and capacity, on hearing of the defeat of 
the Bombay troops, noiarohed his detachment from Bundlecund to Surat, a dis- 
tance of three hundred miles in twenty days, and by his timely arrival «3aved the ^ 
Bombay Presidency from the grave danger which threatened* it and restored the 
reputation of the British arms, t The Supreme Government, on hearing the news 
of the disgraceful Convention of Wargaum, which sacrificed all the a<muisitions 
obtained since the first war and gave hostages to a victorious enemy, immediately 
disavowed it and directed General Goddard to open a fresh negotiAtv>n yrith 
the Ministers of the Mahratta State on the basis of the Treaty of Purandhar , 
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provided they would recede from the pretensions which they had acquired by the 
late convention and would agree not to admit any French force to their domi- 
nioiis> nor allow that,nation to form, any establishment on the Mahratta coast.* ] 

The Mahrattas would not make peace on these terms, and on the 1st of. 
January 1780 the war was renewed. 

To divide the Mahratta strength and divert it from General Goddard, ProgreM of 
Hastings determined to despatch a small force to protect the teiTitory of the 
Raja of Gohud lying on the Jumna, sixty miles south-east of Agra, from the 
encroachments of Sindia. The detachment under the command of. Major 
Pophain advanced in February, and after expelling the Mahrattas from Gohud 
assaulted and captured the fortress of Lahar. It was however felt that the force 
was too small to materially divert the Mahratta strength, and it was therefore 
proposed that a larger force under Major Carnac should be sent to invade 
Mahdajoe Sindia’s country and to ‘attack his capital. This proposition was 
vigorously opposed by Francis pd Wilder in a minute dated 19th June 
1780. They opposed it on the ground of expense, the time chosen, and because 
they considered that “ a peace was indispensably necessary to save the India 
Company, and every interest connected with theirs, from the greatest distress if 
not certain ruin.”t Hastings replied that “the rainy season is no impediment 
to our troops, but a great one to the Mahrattas, w'hich consisted only of cavalry.*’ 

The objection made to the expense,” ho admitted, “ is a material one, but 
a vigorous assertion,” he remarked, “ cannot he made without expense, nor 
can the war either bo concluded honourably or prosecuted successfully without 
such an exertion. Feeble measui es and advances for peace will but add to the 
strength and presumption of our adversaries, discourage our friends, and perhaps 
induce them to become parties against us. The resources of this Government, 
exhausted as they are, and withlield from it hy its internal imbecility, are yet 
equal to every probable contingency of the presimt war, if it is conducted on 
a consistent plan, and that not barred by desultory votes of Council on every 
measure for its prosecution.”!: As the main arguments of his opponents were 
drawn from the low state of the treasury and the inability of the Government 
to support the expense of the expedition, Hastings, after pointing out that the 
pay and batta of the troops would bo the same whether they remained in 
their original quarters, or marched to the capital of Sindia, stated — “ The con- 
tingencies of the detachment are therefore tlie only expense that can be reason- 
ably charged to the expedition. These I rate far below two lakhs of rupees. 

That sum I offer to contribute to this disbursement. I have already deposited it 
within a small amount in the hands of the Sub-Treasurer, and I beg that the 
Board will permit it to be accepted for that service.”§ Hastings communicated 
the fact of having advanced this money to his friend Sullivan in a letter dated 
30th August 1780. He wrote — “ Do not be surprised, nor misinterpret my 
intention. 1 had no secret view of catching the public applause by an ostenta- 
tious display of supererogatory virtue, and the temporary sacrifice of my 
own fortune in the hopes of future repayment ; the money was not my own ; 
it was a peace offering from the Raja of Benares, which he had deputed his 
most confidential servant to Calcutta to make to me, and to solicit my pardon 
for all his past offences. I gave the man assurances of my foi’giveness, but 
refused to accept the money, and he was on the point of returning when these 
debates in our Council began. It occurred to me to convert it to a public use ; 

I gave him an opportunity of repeating the offer, and accepted it, directing it to 

be delivered to Mr. Croftes, our Sub -Treasurer, and him to receive it as a deposit 
in my name. It has since been re-coined, and turns out about two lakhs of sicca 
rupees. I oelieve I shall communicate this fact to the Court of Directors ; but 
if I do not, I give you permission to make what use of the above relation of it you 
think proper, declaring upon my honour that I never will reclaim the money, 
and that I disclaim any title to it as I should not have taken it, but for 
and on the occasion which induced me to receive it, or one similar to it.” 

Hastings dldT communicate the fact to the Court of Directors. In a letter to 

* Se1«otions from the Bomlwj State Papers, Mebrntta Series* pappe S86. 
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them, dated 29th of November 1780, he wrote— “The money waa not my own, 
and I neither could, nor would have received it, but for your benefit.*’ 

The. acceptance of thia present was one of the charges of bribery brought 
against Hastings, but after the various and frank avowals which he made of 
having received it, it is impossible to believe that he could have had an idea of 
converting it to his own use. He ordered it to be depo^e(iiaJtli8.natft!0 fesoaiHSiP.iiO 
was averse to his opponents in^uncil having any power over x^.diaWrsem en t, > 
^dTbr the same reason he worded Ms offer in such a manner as to lead tb qh^ to 
su^osQ that he meant to give it from his own fortune. The perpetual dissensions 
inCouncil arid the almost unreniitted opposition made to the measures proposed by 
Hastings induced him to do many unconstitutional acts w'hich he would not have 
done had he been free and unshackled. If ho received sums of money without the 
consent of his colleagues, it must be borne in mind that he also expended sums 
of money without their participation or consent. He paid without their know- 
ledge three lakhs of rupees for tlio uninterrupted passage of our army to the coast. 
Hastings had also often to spend sums of money on secret service which he had 
every reason to believe the majority would oppose. When Francis left India 
and the opposition ceased, the sums of money which Hastings received were 
carried to the public accounts without delay, and without any circuitous pro- 
iceeding. 

Opponition of Francis and Whcler persisted in their opposition to Hastings’ proposals 

regarding the conduct of the war, and Francis w'rote an able and comprehensive 

conduct of the war. minute in which he attacked vigorously the whole war policy of Hastings. 

“The Governor-General,” he writes, “talks of friends who may be discouraged, 
aud who perhaps may be induced to become parties against us. We wish that the 
names of those friends had been mentioned. We do not know that this Gov- 
ernment has a single friend or ally in India in the true sense of friendship and 
alliance, whiclf supposes the power of giving assistance and a disposition to 
give it.”* Francis did not deny that feeble measures and advances for peace may 
give strength and presumption to tlnrir adversaries, hut he added — “ We never 
meant to propose feeble measures, which necessarily defeat themselves; nor yet 
do wc approve of vigorous measures, in the sense in which vigour has been hitherto 
understood, because we are convinced that this Governmout is unable to sup- 
port them, and that if they could be supported a short time longer they would 
not bring us nearer to our object. Before the commencement of the war we 
foresaw and foretold the principal consequences tliat would attend it. We now 
judge of it by its effects, which we hope will be considered, though every other * 
sort of argument should continue to be disrcgarded.”t 

Diwwiion The tone of the minute and the taunt of failure could not fail to rouse 

InteiitiMfto pjweod Wrath of Hastings. His anger was increased by the belief that Francis 

t* Boglaud. was guilty of a gross breach of faith. At a meeting of the Council held on the 
26th January 1779 Hastings had delivered a minute in which he disevissed 
the intimation given by Mr. Harwell of his intention to return tp England. 
He stated it would be fatal to the success of the Mahratta war if it were known 
at Poona and Nagpur that the powers of the Government were “ on the eve of 
devolving to two Members, who have invariably opposed in every stage of its 
progress the plan which has been publicly adopted for the support of the Com- 
pany’s interest on the western side of India, and who, it is universally believed, 
will seize the first means which are offered to them to defeat and annul it alto- 
gether.” He added — “A .Member of this Government entrusted with the 
guardianship of the Company’s interests, and of the honour of the British 
name in India, has not scrupled to propose that we should raak 0 > an abject 
submission to the honourable possessors of the feeble Government of Poona, 
acknowledging our past faults with a promise of amendment- and humbly 
entreating their permission for the safe retreat of our army from Berar to its 
confines,” and he supported this statement by quoting some remarks made by 
Francis in a recent minute. Hastings then in the most emphatic manner implored 
Barwell not to carry out his intention of proceeding to England. “ I do therefure 
conjure Mr. Barwell, botlvby that zeal which ho has hitlierto so steadily mani- 
fested for the interests of our common masters, and even by the ties of a 
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friendship cemented by a participation of the same labour and sufferings for 
the public seryice, that he yill not permit the measures in which he has a 
common and equal rhsponsibility with myself to be exposed to the triumph of 
a party, but that he will both continue to afford the support of his presence 
and abilities to the preSbnt Government while it yet exists, and that he will 
suffer me to exact from him a declaration to that purpose, not only for my 
own satisfaction but for that of every man who has the Company’s interests or 
the prosperity of this settlement, or the credit of his country .at heart, and 
who, I presume to say, expects this sacrifice from him.”* Barwell re- 
sponded to the appeal of Hastings and declared that “ the reasons that are 
assigned for it by the Governor- General require me absolutely to retract 
-he intention. 1 have declared I admit the force of tliem, and with plea- ’ 
sure declare my determination to support his Government as long as the 
public measures of it shall require.^t Francis remarked that be and the Gov- 
ernor-General differed greatly ii) their respective ideas of national honour. 

“ I have no idea of national honour independent of justice. The projects of ambi- 
tion are usually dangerous. If they are nothing but the projects of ambition, 
they are, in my judgment, always dishonourable. To revert to that pacific 
system which the Company have uniformly proscribed to us, to endeavour to 
conciliate the friendship, wliich we have unjustly or unwisely departed from, 
und to return, if it be possible, to the terms of a treaty which we ourselves 
have wantonly violated, are not acts, that will ever, as I think and as I feel, 
bring dishonour on the British name. I am sure they are the best means of 
preserving our strength and our real influence in India, and I have no doubt 
that they will meet with the highest approbation from home. As long as 
I am trusted with any share in the office of guardian of the British interests 
and honour in this country, these shall bo the principles on which I will invari- 
ably act.”t 

Five days after this acrimonious discussion had taken place in Council it is Aocommodation 
somewhat surprising to find Hastings Meriting to his friend Sullivan as follows : — 

“ I have assented to an accommodation with Mr. Francis, the essential points of 
which are argued.” In a letter dated the 4th March he again informed his friend 
of a reconciliation having taken place between himself and Francis, and quotes 
the conditions of the agreement. The first he gives in the following words : — 

“ Mr. Francis will not oppose any measures which the Governor-General shall 
recommend for the prosecution of the war in which we are supposed to be 
* engaged with the Mahrattas, or for the general support of the present poli - 1 
tical system of this Government. Neither will he himself either propose 
or vote with any other member who shall propose any measure which shall 
be contrary to the Governor-General’s opinion in these points.” § He proceeds 
to inform Sullivan that ” Mr. Barwell, who was privy to the treaty in al 
stages of it, had determined to return to England in consequence with mj 
free consent.” He then speaks in the following handsome terms of the mar 
who had been for the past five years bis bitter foe, and had thwarted him in everj 
political action : ” In this instance I have proved the sincerity with which 

I have acted, and my reliance on Mr. Francis’s faith and honour, and I must 
add in testimony of both, and in justification of my own discretion, that he 
has behaved so openly and. with so little of the reserve and caution of a man 
actuated by indirect views that I am certain and venture to promise you that I 
shall suffer no loss of power or influence by Mr. Barwell’s departure, though 
I shall miss and greatly regret the want of that aid which I might have 
derived from his friendship, his judgment, and his official resources had he 
stayed, and that I shall find Mr. Francis both true to his engagements and 
ready and willing to give me his support and assistance to the period destined 
for our acting together as joint members of this Administration ; I am not the 
least fearful of the reverse.” 

What had lowered the pride of Hastings into an accommodation with Francis Dispute betwee 
was the need of a united Government to meet the foreign and internal dangers 

the terniB of their 
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\(rbioh threatened the very existence of our dominion. ^ The speedy and successful 
termination of the Mahratta War he considered ei^ential to our safety, and it could 
only he .conducted to a prosperous termination by vigorous End united action. To 
be free to act vigorously he condescended to make terms with his bitter foe, and 
he believed that Francis would he true to his engagement. But in a very short 
time he discovered the perfidiousness of his adversary. No sooner had the depar* 
ture of Harwell again given power to Francis tiian concessions were demanded with 
arrogance and. w ere granted. As long as they did not involve questions of foreign 
policy Hastings conquered his pride. Then Francis was rash enough to renew Ms 
tactics of obstruction with regard to the conduct of the war, and Hastings in 
firm hut moderate language suggested that bis action involved a breach of faith. 
He wrote — “ If Mr. Francis (1 am compelled to speak thus plainly) thinks that 
ho can better and more effectually conduct the w^ar, to the termination which we 
both profess to aim at ; and that ho can m honour deprive me of the right 
w'hich 1 claim to dictate the means of accomplishing it, let him avowedly take 
the lead ; but if 1 am to be charged with the consequences of it, or if the right 
which I claim be justly mine, let him allow me to possess and exercise it. It 
is impossible to combine the principles of enterprise and inaction in the same 
general measure ; and as impossible for his sentiments and mine to be brought 
into agreement on the subject of the Mahratta War. I have in vain laboured 
to accommodate tliem by a studied attention to his opinions in every measure 
which I have ventured to propose in the course of the last 1 6 months, and 
have restrained myself from urging others which, however proper and neces- 
sary for the occasion exclusively considered, were inconsistent with the actual 
state and temper of this Government.”* Francis replied by denouncing the 
entire conduct of the war and refusing to sanction any measure until a 
general outline of the whole campaign was submitted to him. Hastings felt 
the time for 'action had arrived. He, however, never allowed himself to 
act on impulse, or to be led by temper. He wrote to his friend — I debated 
with myself a long time how I should act. I now saw plainly that Mr. 
Francis had deceived me, and that I had no alternative but to let (lim take 
the rule and laugh at my credulity, or make it a matter too serious for deci- 
sion and to expose the fallacy which he had thus unworthily practised upon me. 
This I did in a very strong but deliberate and temperate charge which I 
had prepared for the next Council-day, which was Monday the 3rd July.*'t 
The charge was not laid before the Council till six weeks afterwards during 
which time negotiations were being conducted for both opponents to with- 
draw their respective minutes. On the 14th August, when Hastings saw that 
all attempts to arrive at a compromise were hopeless, he sent it to Francis 
with a private note,t and next day it was laid before the Council. It opens with 
the assumption that the miniite signed by Francis and Wheler attacking the 
war was written entirely by the former, and with an expression of disappoint- 
ment that the hint conveyed by Hastings had not “ awakened in the breast of 
Francis, if it were susceptible of such sensations, a consciousfiess of the 
faithless part he was acting towards him.’* § 

I have 1^60 disappointed, and must now assume a plainer style and a louder tone. In 
a word, my objections do not lie to the special matter of bis minutes to which I shall separ- 
ately reply, but to the spirit of opposition which dictated them. 1 have lately offered various 
plans for the operations of the war. These have been successively rejected, as I have euooess- 
lyely amended^ and endeavoured to accommodate them to Mr. Francis's objections. 1 had a 
right to his implicit acquiescence. I have lastly proposed a service requiring immediate 
execution, and I have fre^ it from the only objection formally made to it." 

** In answer be says that he adheres to the reasons which had before iifdaoed him ‘to 
withhold his consent, and composedly invites me to lay before the Board a complete detail of 
the plan for conducting the war, a comparative statement of the whole of the object with the 
whole of the^means of attaining it, and the final extent of my demands on the Muhrattas, or 
what concession I would make to them, and he promises to enter into the consideration of 
these points with the utmost candour. If bis design in this enquiry was simply to gkin inform- 
ation, I might refer him to the large and confidential discussions in which* F haw Imd a 
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my view* open to hie, with all the grounds on which they were formed. If his purpose was 
to enable him to form a more clear 0 / competent judgment of the plans which I have proposed, 
its object would be lost hi the time reouir^ for the deliberation. But in truth, I do not trust 
to bis promise of candour, convinced that he is incapable of it, and that his sole purpose and 
wish are to embarrass an^ defeat every measure which I may undertake, or which may tend 
even to promote the public interests, if my credit is connected with them. Such has been the 
tendency and such the manifest spirit of all his actions from the beginning. Almost every 
ineaBure proposed by me has for that reason bad his opposition to it. When carried against 
bis opposition, and too far engaged to be withdrawn, yet even then and in every stage of it 
his labours to overcome it have been nnremitted, every disappointment and misfortune have 
been aggravated by him, and every fabricated tale of armies devoted to famine, or to massacre 
have found their first and ready way to his office, where it was known they would meet the 
most welcome reception. To the same design may be attributed the annual computation of . 
declining finances and an exhausted treasury. Computations which, though made in the time ' 
of abundance, must to truth at la8t,/rom the effect of a discordant Government, not a 
constitutional d^ay. To the same design shall I attribute the policy of accelerating the boded 
event, and creating an artificial want, b^ keeping up an useless hoard of treasure and with- 
holding it from a temporary oiroulation.'^ 

" I am aware of the answer which will be made to these imputations, and I will antici- 
pate it. Mr. Francis may safely deny them, for they are incapable of positive evidence. He 
may complain of the injustice and indecency of assnming the interpretation of his thoughts, 
and assigning intentions to him, upon the reality of which he alone can pronounce with 
certainty. He may claim an equal right to recriminate upon me, and to pass the same free 
judgment upon the motives which have influenced my public actions. Against such conclu- 
sions I trust that my character will be sufficient to defend me, unless some known instance or 
it can be produced as a warrant for them, and such I am certain does not exist, either known of 
or unknown." 

My authority for the opinion which I have declared concerning Mr. Francis depends 
upon facts which have passed within my own certain knowledge. 1 judge of bis public con- 
duct by my experience of his private, which I have found to be void oI tru th and ~Bonour. 

This 18 a sure charge, but temperately and deliberately made from TEoUrm persuasion Chat 
1 owe this justice to the public and to myself, as the only redress to both, for artifices of which 
I have been a victim, and which threaten to involve their interests with disgrace and ruin— 
the only redress for a fraud f or which the law has made no provisions is the exposure of it."* 

In' support of this allegation Hastings proceeded to quote the first 
article of the agreement and he added — “By the sanction of this engage- 
ment and the liberal professions which accompanied it, I was induct to 
part with the friend to whose generous and honourable support steadfastly 
yielded in a course of six years I am indebted for the existence of the little 
power which I have ever possessed in that long and disgraceful period to throw 
myself on the mercy of Mr. Francis, and on the desperate hazard of his integ- 
rity. It was impossible to afford a stronger demonstration of the good faith 
with which I entered into this accommodation, nor of my confidence in his, 
than thus consenting to deprive myself of the means of breaking the engage- 
ment on my part, and of preventing the breach of it on his ; and surely this 
difference in our relative situations ought to have impressed him with a sense 
of what he owed to the delicacy attending it, and have made him dread even 
an approach towards the precise line of his obligations by the slightest advan- 
tage taken of my inability to repel it, and how ranch more ought it to have 
restrained him from the direct transgression of it.’*t 

After the Council had risen, Hastings received a challenge from Francis Pad betwwn 
which was accepted. Oh the morning of the 17th August the duel took place, 
and Francis was shot through the body. On the 11th of September he again 
took his seat at the OouncU Board and delivered in a minute in answer 
|o the chsiiyges brought against him by Hastings. In it he stated 

“ On the point in issue I can only declare, as I do now in the most solemn manner, that I 
never was party to the engagement stated by Mr. Hastings or had a thought of being bound by 
it. In one of our oonvereations in February last, hi desired ihe to read a paper of memoran- 
dums, among which, I presume, this article was inserted. I returned it to him the minute 
I had read it with a declaration that 1 do not agree to, or hold myself bound by the contents 
of it^ or to tbst effect. From that time 1 have never seen the paper."^ 

* After denying that he had bound himself to any agreement, Francis stated 
that “the agreement he meant to enter into with respect to the Mahratta war, 
was to prosecute the operations actually existing on the Malabar coaSt, yjhich 
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since the campaign has begun, and General Goddard had already taken the field, 
I thought should be pushed on as vigorously as possible.*’* 

To .support this declaration he argued that at the time the Malwa expedi- 
tion had never been oven hinted to him, and there was— 


a etrong presumption that up to that period the Ooveruor-General had not had that 
measure in contemplation, or that be must then have abandoued all thoughts of it."f 

As to Mr. Barwell having gone home only on the strength of the agreement 
having been made he remarked : — 


" 1 believe it, for instance, to be the opinion of many welhinformed persons in this Settlement, 
as it is now firmly my own, that Mr. Barwell w-is determined to go home last season at all 
’events, and that the Swallow was kept for sevend months on purpose for him. If so, Mr. 
Hastings gained something, and could lose nothing, by his agreement with me. ***** 
Eut as Mr. Barwell’s going homo was never demanded by me, nor ever entered into the 
agreement, I have no concern, in Mr. Hastings* motives for consenting to it *’4: 

Barwell no doubt was most anxious to escape from the thraldom of a 
thankless office, but he had promised Hastings in the most public manner 
at the Council Board ** to retract the intention of leaving.”^ He could not 
break the promise without the consent of Hastings, and it is extremely im- 
probable that Hastings would have given his consent unless he had made an 
agreement with Francis. Months previous to the quarrel, Hastings wrote ns 
follows to a friend : “ Mr. Barwell on the strength of this negociation has Aaiy 
taken his passage in the Swallow which will be despatched express to Eng- 
land as soon as this point is determined.” At least one well-informed 
person did not consider that Barwell, as Francis stated, was determined to go home 
at all events. Sir Elijah Impey in a letter dated the 18th August 1780, the very 
day the duel was fought between Hastings and Francis, wrote— “ Mr. Barwell 
left this country on the strongest assurances that Mr. Francis would coincide 
with Mr. Hastings, or he would never have gone.** 

Hastings did not reply to the minute of Francis for some time as ** other oases 
of a stronger obligation have required and have engrossed the whole of my atten- 
tion and 1 now revert to it with reluctance as to a necessary, yet unavailing 
duty.” II He reaffirmed with the utmost earnestness that there was an engage- 
ment. “ What that engagement was I have expressed in terms in my minute of 
the 3rd July. Mr. Francis in answer declares, and ‘in the most solemn mannei, 
that he never was party to the engagement stated by me, or had a thought of 
being bound by it.* What can I say to such a declaration but to declare on my 
part in as solemn a manner that Mr. Francis was a party to the engagement 
which I have stated ? This I now do most solemnly declare, and may God be 
the judge between us.”^ Ho asserted that it was Sir John Day who proposed to 
him an accommodation with Francis, and that he accepted the offer solely on the 
indispensable condition “ that Mr. Francis should agree to depart from his opposi- 
tion to the political measures proposed by me, and allow me, without exception 
or qualification, to prescribe the mode of conducting the Mahratta war. 
This point was a long time contested by Mr. Francis, but was at length adjusted 
finally in this manner, that Mr. Francis should not oppose me, nor yet charge 
himself with the responsibility of any proposal made by me which had any rela- 
tion to the war, hut support it by his vote as the result of a general measure 
which he had originally disapproved, and which he now left with the responsi- 
bility properly annexed to its original contriver.'*** 

Haetings proceeds — •• This point being thus settled I drew it up in writing on a small 
piece of paper in the words which 1 have already quoted, with other propositioas, of whiol^ 
some had, and some liad not, received our final and mutual agreement* * ♦ ♦ * ♦ Xhig mper 
with some apology I shewed to Mr. Francis, desiring him to read it attentively, and to inform 
me whether he agreed to the conditions as* I had expressed them, or to point out his excep- 
tions. To the first article, which is that of the present question, he replied hastily, and with 
every appearance of satisfaction, that he entirely agreed to it, adding among other expressions 
as I well remember, that his meaning plainly was not to avail himself of Mr.* QarweU’s de^ 
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mrfcure from the Council to oppose me in any political point which he conld not have carried 
had Mr, Barwell continued. The other articles received some variations and were all finally 
regulated at the same meeting. Of tbese^ as they do not relate to the question before me^ *1 
shall take no further notice. Forthe truth of this narrative I appeal to Sir John Day, to 
whom I daily com muuicat^ what passed on this business, and to Mr. Harwell, to whom I in 
like manner related the daily progress of it. They will both attest that my relation of it 
at the time was exactly the same as 1 now repeat it. It is impossible to suggest a motive 
which I could have had to deceive them at such a time and on such a subject, and as 
impossible that I myself should be deceived when I took such means to ascertain it. Yet 
Mr. Francis affirms that 'he returned the paper to me the moment he had read it with a 
declaration that he did not agree to It, or held himself bound by the contents of it.”* 

JSastings meets the statement of Francis, that the agreement which he meant 
to enter into with respect to the Mahrattas was limited to the operations on the 
Malabar coast, hy quoting an article of a treaty with the Hana of Gohud which 
clearly proved that a diversion in the Province of Malwa formed a part of the 
measures projected and actually existing before the agreement was concluded. 
He added — “ When I proposed the execution of it other circumstances had 
recently occurred. General Goddard had solicited us to make such a diversion 
in his favour, and the Commander-in Chief had passionately recommended it 
as the only means of bringing the war to a speedy termination. Francis 
replied ; “ In an argument of the kind the strictest precision of dates should 
be observed and the facts stated in the order in which they happened. On 
this principle I join issue with the Governor-General and affirm in his own 
terms that token he 'proposed the execution of the ■measure {that is, on the 12th 
June last) General Q oddard had not solicited us to make a diversion in his 


favour. The fact, if it exists, is capable of immediate and direct proof.” J 
Hastings supplied the immediate and direct proof by pi-oducing a letter from 
General Goddard, forwarded through the Commander- ia-Chief, which contained 
the following words : “ It would certainly be of advantage to the operations 
of the war on this side to cause a powerful diversion to be made on the other, 
w'hich could not fail to distress and divide their attention e'5cceedingly.”§ With 
regard tp the request of Francis that the strictest precision of dates should be 
observed Hastings remarked: ” In compliance with the rule prescribed -by Mr. 
Francis I liavc been careful to annex the dates to the preceding extracts and for 
greater precision will repeat them with the facts stated in the order in which 
they happened. General Goddard’s letter to Sir Eyre Coote is dated the 28th 
March and was recorded in our Consultation of the 29th May. My minute 
which contained the first proposition of the expedition was dated the 12th 
June.” 11 Francis tried to escape from the dilemma in which he was placed by a 
petty quibble. He wrote ; “ In denying that General Goddard had solicited 
us to make such a diversion in his favour, I took the proposition literally as it 
was stated. 1 was perfectly sure that he had never addressed the Board to 
that; effect, and that a request or opinion from him had never been ui^ed in 
support of tbe motion of the 12tb of June. Whether bis letter to the Com- 
mander-in-Oluef, recorded on the 29th of May, be equivalent to a solicitation 
to us to make a diversion in his favour, in the sense in which the fact was assorted 


and denied, I submit to judgment.”^ Hastings indignantly answered; ‘*Mr. 
Francis may avail himself as he can of the distinction between a solicitation made 
by General Goddard through the channel of the Commander-in-Chief to the Board 
and one directly addressed to the Board. It is sufficient for me that it came 
regularly before us. I shall not waste my time nor his in such a discussion. 
I repeat that Mr. Francis’s engagement was absolute and unqualified ; that in 
his own explanation of it the measure in question made a part of it since it 
was found peculiar to it and existed at the time. The assertion that I might 
have abandoned it in February is no proof that I did. I did not. It was pro- 
posed, or, to use Mr. Francis’s words, it ‘ was renewed ’ in J une. My right to his 
concurrence in it remained the same notwithstanding any intermediate suspen- 
sion of it.y** Thus mded the long wat befcgeexi..Ha» t ii^f e a and 
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S^to the Mndosioa that Prancis ™ gaiHjt of a g«m breach of toth. 

' Hastings liad excused himself for delaying to answer the minute of 
Francis on the ground that matters of greater impor^nce had en^ssed hl8 
attention. The matter of greater importance was the preservation of the 
State from tlie formidable league formed for the destruction of it. News had. 
reached the Council from Madras that Hyder had entered the Carnatic, des- 
troyed an army, and driven Sir Hector Munro to the walls of Fort St. Geoi^. 
Sir Edward Hughes sent tidings of his having received undoubted intel- 
ligence that seven sail of the line and seven thousand land forces had left France 
and were intended to co-operate with the enemies of England in India. Thirty 
thousand Mahratta horse were encamped on the western frontier of Bengal ; an 
invasion of Behar by the Mahrattas was also expected ; the Nizam professed hos- 
tility ; Nujiff Khan threatened Oudh and the forces of Mahdajee Sindia threatened 
Corah and Allahabad, while General Goddard* was opposed by the whole power 
of Poona. Then the spirit, judgment, and decision of Hastings shone forth. At 
a meeting of the Council held on the 25th September 1780, he declared it was 
not a time “ for either long deliberation at homo or the formal and tedious pro- 
cess of negotiations abroad.” The crisis demanded “ the most instant, powerful, 
and even hazardous exertion of the Government to avert the event portended 
by so many concurrent difficulties.”* Hejproposed, though his army was small 
and his treasury almost exhauste-d, that a considerable supply of treasure and 
a large body of troops should be sent to Madras, and that Sir Eyre Coote should 
[be requested to take the command of the Carnatic Army. His ** military exM- 
rience,” he wrote, ” and above all the high estimation in which his name is held oy 
the world, and especially by that part of it where it was principally acquired, 
marlk him as the only possible instrument to retrieve our past disgraces, or to 
preserve the British interests and possessions in the Carnatic from utter ruin. 
Our armies which have been so long formed to the habits of conquest will not 
easily recover from the impression of the dreadful reverse which has lately 
befallen them, nor be brought to act with their former confidence under un- 
successful commanders. The addition of numbers will not relieve their appre- 
hensions, and will not but contribute to oppress the hands which have been 
already proved too weak to sustain the weight of an inferior charge. ”t To 
all the propositions except the motion respecting the Commander-in-Chief, 
[Francis and Wheler objected on the ground that Bengal was their first object, 
that the danger was at their door, and consequently they could spare no troops 
and not half the supply of treasure which Hastings proposed to send to Mad- 
ras. Sir Eyre Coote concurred with the Governor- General and the casting 
vote of Hastings preserved India to Groat Britain. 

His opposition to the relief of our defeated army at Madras was the last 
important official act of Philip Francis. I^ IJ,9Xftqibei,iie.J8§t sail, for. Eng*. 

nd. a disapp ointp^ ai^d baffled man. The two objects nearest to his heart, 
the numiliation of Hastings and the government of India, had eluded his 
grasp. “ I am now,” he wrote shortly after he landed, “ I think on the road to 
be Governor of Bengal which I believe is the first situation in the world 
attainable by a subject” ? But he had miscalculated the mental vigour and 
pertinacity of his opponent. The struggle between them for five years 
had been a severe one, and Francis left India defeated only to renew the war 
in England. With ceaseless, vigilance and concentrated industry he worked to 
procure the recall of his enemy and to gain the coveted office. He enjoyed the 
triumph of seeing his foe impeached, and he endured the bitter disappointment 
of seeing him acquitted after a trial of seven years during which bis activity 
to secure a conviction was unremitting to the end. The inveterate hostility which 
he displayed towards the accused created a profound prejudice against IVanois, 
and so materially helped to deprive him of the great ambition of his life. ” I will 
never be concerned,” he said, in bitterness of soul, “ in impeaching anybody. 
The impeachment of Mr. Hastings has cured me of that follyy I was tried and 
he was acquitted.” But there was about his nature a pertinacity which nothing 
coiUd subdue. Six and twenty years did he pursue with unwearied zeal and 
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iaduatry hia object Then, when Pitt died and the Whig party came into o&ce, 
he believed the prize to be within hia grasp. The death of Comwallia had left 
the Governor-Generalship of India once more vacant;. But the new Ministers, 
as Lord Brougham said, could no more have obtained the East India Companj’s 
consent to the appointment of Francis than they could have transported the 
Himalaya mountains to Ijeadenhall Street.* Tlie fixed ideas and ungovernable 
temper of the man must have brought ruin to their dominion. In one of the 
last speeches he ever delivered in the House of Commons, Francis denounced the 
second Mahratta war in the. same vigorous terms in which he had denounced the 
first Mahratta war in the council chamber at Bengal. He regarded our suc- 
cesses in India in the same light that he regarded our successes in the Penin- 
sula, as a series of mistakes, and Hastings and Wellington he considered to be . 
both buuglers.f The appointment of Lord Minto to the Governor-Generalship 
put an end to the dream of his life?t: He never recovered the disappointment 
and the bitter remembrance of failure accompanied him into retirement. On 
the 26th March 1807 he asked a Tew questions on the affairs of India including 
the mutiny of Vellore, and this was the last act of the long and active poli- 
tical career of Philip Francis. 


At a consultation held on the 26th September 1780 Sir Eyre Coote presentedjpheyt Sing, 
a plan for the defence of Bengal and Oudh which he liad sketched at the desire! 
of the Board. As an invasion of Behar was expected. Sir Eyre Oooto proposed to 
station a large body of infantry in that province, together with two regiments 
of horse and one thousand or as many of Chey t Sing’s cavalry as they could pro- 
cure. This was the origin of the demand for cavalry from Chey t Sing. It was sug- 
gested bj Eyre Coote and not by Hastings, who is accused by Macaulay of making 
the demand in order to fasten a quarrel on Cheyt Sing whom he had determined 
to plunder. § On the 2nd November the attention of the Board was again drawn 
to the want of cavalry, and Hastings was requested to write to Cheyt Sing for 
such as he could spare. In December the Resident of Benares wrote to Hastings 
that he had repeatedly pressed the Raja on the subject of the cavalry but could 
obtain no answer. The next month he wrote that the Raja said he had but thirteen 
hundred in his service, and that all except two hundred and fifty were abso- 
lutely necessary for collecting the revenue. On the 2l8t May 1 781 fastings 
proposed to the Board that he should vi yt Qndh i n order to have an interview 
with the Nawab whose province had fallen into a state of great disorder and 
confusion. He also stated that he hoped to take advantage of his visit to Oudh 
to conclude negotiations with the Raja of Benares. Ati this time the Council 
cons isted only of two membere, Wheler and Hastings— and a-s the latter had 
j^ecasting vote the request was purely formal. Hastings proposed that his 
colleague should during his absence consider himself “ as possessed of the full 
powers of tlie Governor-General and Council of this Government, as in effect he 
IS by the Constitution, and he may be assured that if sanction and concurrence 
shall be or be deemed necessary for the confirmation of tliis measure, he shall 
receive them.”|| He also formally procured from the Council credentials 
which, besides granting to him power to make treaties with any of the Chiefs or 
Powers of Hindostan, also invested him “ with full power and authority to form 
huch arradgements with the Raja of Benares for the better government of the 
zemindary, and to p*erform such acts for the improvement of the interest which 
the Hon’bie Company possesses in it, as he shall think fit and consonant to 
the mutual relatmn and actual engagement subsisting between the Company 
and the Raja.”^ Burke afterwards regarded this division of power as criminal. 

* SiftteinTen of tbe time of Qeorge III. Brongbam. 

t Meinoirt of 8ir Philip Fruiois. Meriveles Vol. II, page 869, i tr* u 

i Ou the death of Lord Cornwallie my right or claim to succeed him, though supported by His Royal Highness^ 

%M superset by the coalition in 1806. Memorandum written by Francis. ^ 

S Macaulay writes :— ** Hastings was determined to plunder Cheyt Sing and for that end to • quprrel ou 

him. Accordingly the Baja was now required to keep a body of cavalry for the service of (Government. 
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It was ai^ued that the word arrangements plainly implied that the Goremor 
was to arrange such acta as he should think consonant to the mutual engage* 
ment snbsisting between the Company and the llaja iii an amicable way, and 
not in a hostile manner. Lord Thurlow in discussing the charge quoted 
the precedents of Vansittart, Clire, and Cornwallis to show that Hastings had a 
right to delegate and assume the powers of Gorernment on great and emergent 
occasions. 


Hastine's letter to 
Cbfyt Sing. 


Before starting for Benares, Hastings informed Wheler, his colleague, and 
iothers that he intended to fine Cheyt Sing fifty lakhs of rupees. He was 
assured that he had amassed a very large sum of money, and he regarded his 
reluctance to aid the sovereign power as an additional proof of his disaffection 
* and a grave offence, “ and he determined,’* as he said, “ to make him pay largely 
for his pardon, to exact a severe vengeance for his delinquency, and to draw from 
liis guilt the means of relief to the Company’s distress.” * On reaching Benares 
Hastings transmitted to the Eaja a statement of his offences. He informed 
jliim that the danger to which the detachment of Major Carnac was exposed 
jwas due to his not paying the war subsidy of 1780 which he by tetter 
ihad guaranteed to do. 


“ Relying on this ngreement and promise I gave orders to Mr. Fowke, who was then 
Resident at this place, to receive money and remit it to Colonel Curnac for the pay of I he army 
which had been ordered to march towards the Province of Mulwu, and 1 made no other pro- 
vitiiou for it such was my confidence in your faith; bnt you deceived me, and after having 
made the first payment of a few rupees, eitlier consulting the temper of the times, or cou> 
forming to a premeditated design, you by Shifts and pretests withheld the remainder until the 
army for whose use it was intended was reduced to the last state of distress. Many hundreds 
deserted, and had an enemy at that time appeared against them their total destruction bad 
been inevitable. In all this time daily applications were made to you by the Resident, and I 
wrote 'repeated letters to you, hut you paid no regard to either.” He added— *' Besides this, 
I required, in ther name of ttie Governor.Qeneral and Council by letter, and ordered Mr. 
Fowke to repeat the requisition in person, that you should furniah a body of horse to assist 
an 1 act with the armies of the Company, and when Mr. Markham succeeded Mr. Fowke I gave 
him orders to repeat the demand, which be did accordingly with frequeut and almost dailg 
importunity, limiting the number to IjMH) and afterwards to 1,000. To this deifiund yon 
returned evasive answers, nor to this hour have you coutributed a single borsemaii,”* 

Hastings closes the letter in the following emphatic manner : — 


I pass over the instances of your conduct in whiuli througli the means of your secret agents 
you have endeavoured to excite disorder in the Government on which you depend, and your 
neglect of the duty which you owe to it, and to the subjects of this zemindary, by suffering 
the daily perpetration of robberies and murders, even in the streets of the city of Benares itself, 
to the great and public scandal of the English name, and in violation of one of the conditions 
on which you received the confirmation of this zemindary. But as the two foregoing instances 
amount to a direct charge of disaiTeotion aud infidelity to the Government ou whicli you depend, 
and happened at a time in which it was your duty most especially to have exerted yourself in 
the support of its interests, 1 have therefore judged it proper to state them to you thus I'wHy 
in writing, and to require your answer to them, aud this 1 expect immediately .”t 

To the charges brought against him by Hastings, the Raja replied, that he 
obeyed the orders “ with the utmost readiness. •••• I sent first one lack of rupees 
with an answer to your letter. Afterwards having paid to Mr. Fowke the sum of 
one lack and seventy thousand rupees, I sent a letter requesting a further allowance 
of time to make some preparations. To this I received no reply. It being no time 
to delay notwithstanding tliis I was not a moment inattentive to this concern, 
and as soon as my Buxey wrived I paijl immediately the remaining part of the 
sum. The remitting of this to the army did not depend upon me ; if any delay 
happened on this bead I could not help it. If besides the payment of the money,' 
the remittance of it also to the army had rested with me, ar delay of this kind 
should not have happened. The answer was false in all its parts. He did not 
pay the first lakh until the 6th August 1780, though the demand was made in the 
end of June, and then he refused to pay any further sum until he had got an 
answer to a letter he had written to Hastings requiring further timp to dispose 
of hia effects. To this representation the Raja said he received no reply, thouffli. 
a reply was immediately sent strongly expressive of the Board’s displeasure at 
his excuses which they said they knew to be futile. This expression of displeasure 
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did not hasten tlio payment, Vhich was not finally made until the 18th of 
October 1780, although the Raja promised it in the month of July. With regard 
to his not furnishing cavalry the R-aja replied: “In compliance with your 
wishes I collected five hundred horses and a substitute for the remainder five 
hundred burkundasses, of which I sent you information, and I told Mr. Mark* 
ham that they were ready to go to whatever place they should be sent. No 
answer, however, came from you in this head, and I remained astonished at 
the cause of it. Repeatedly I asked Mr. Markham about an answer to my letter 
about the horse, but he told me that he did not know the reason of no answer 
having been sent; I remained astonished.”* The answer of Cheyt Sing well | 
deserves the description given of it by Hastings ; it was “ not only unsatis- 
factory in substance but offensive in style.”t It also afforded a strong indica- 
tion or that spirit of independency wliich the Raja had for some years assumed. 

“ Under these alarming appearances* of the Raja’s conduct and disposition,’* 
wrote Hastings, “ I conceived raj^self indispensably obliged to form some im- 
mediate and decisive plan for obviating their consequences, and for the preserv- 
ation of the Company’s rights and interests in this zemindary. To have left 
him in the full exercise of powers which he had notoriously abused, and which 
it was to be apprehended he would employ to the most dangerous purposes, was 
totally inconsistent with the maxims of justice and prudence. To divest him 
entirely of the zemindary, though justifiable on the grounds stated above, 
would bo attended with an appearance of severity, and might have furnished 
grounds for construction unfavourable to tlie credit of our Government and 
to my own reputation, from the natural influence which every act of rigour 
exercised in the persons of men who stand in elevated stations, is apt to impress 
on the minds of those who are too remote from the scene of action to judge hy 
any evidence but of the direct facts themselves of their motives or propriety.” J 
After weighing the conflicting considerations, Hastings ordered the Resident to'Amiit of Cheyt 
put Cheyt Sing under arrest, and he sent two companies of the sepoys that he had f 
brought with him to Benares, to mount guard in tlie Raja’s palace. A numer- 
ous body of armed men from the Raja*s fortified palace at Ramnagar suddenly 
crossed the river, attacked and massacred the whole party. The sepoys having 
no ammunition fell without resistance. The Raja escaped and fled to his 
fortress Luicefgarh. Hastings in his letter dated 27th August 1781 writes : — 

“ On the 19th a large force returned to llamn.agar. Captain Blair with his battalion and 
Cajitain Mayuffre with the remainder of Major Popham's detachment were ordered to assemble 
for the attack of that place, and Major Popliam to join and conduct tlie operations according to 
a concerted plan. The two corps having joined. Captain MayafPre, the senior officer, witliout 
waiting for Major Popbam, against orders, on the morning of the 20lh, marched precipitately 
into the narrow streets of the town where, in an instant, he fell with Captain Doxalt and 33 
rangers, and almost all the sepoys of Captain Blair’s battalion that had entered with him ; 
the rest of the detachment returned to Chunar with the loss of two guns, one howitzer, and 
108*men of all denominations killed. I was in Benares with tlie broken remains of Major 
Popham’s first party, consisting of about 400 men, in a pLace incapable of defence even with 
equal numbers. Preparations were making to attack me. I waited till the evening for a 
battalion ordered from Chunar to reinforce our party ; at 7 rpi)eated intelligence arrived that 
the Raja’s boats were in motion; no news had arrived of the battalion from Chunar. It was 
resolved to meet it and march with it to Chunar. The resolution was instantly carried into 
execution. We passed the battalion which returned and overtook ns, and on the 22nd at day- 
break we gained the bank of the river opposite to Chunar, having met no opposition. The 
detachment Grossed on the morning of the 23rd. The Raja's forces are divided between 
Ramnagar and Lutefgarh. His family is at Bidjeygur. His fixed establishment exceeds 
10,000 men, and all his recruits beor arms. Major Popham is encamped on the plain east of 
the fort. I expect to be joined by a regiment from Cawnpore which are ordered for my guard 
It Lucknow.* Lieutenant Polhill, with six companies of the Nabob’s guard, are at hand, and 
Major Moses Crawford’s’ battalions. My only distress is the want of money and is gieat.”§ 

The insurrection at Benares seems to have produced a strong impression on 
the mind of Hastings, for he wrote to his colleagues : “ My regrets for the 
past are personal. I shall ever retain the painful remembrance of that scene 
of blood of ^hioh I have been too near a spectator, and which no future return 
df prosperity can ever efface from my mind, but in the prospect before me 1 
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think that I have every reason to expect the hifppiest termination of it in the 
extension of the power and influence of the^ Company, and that the past 
example* may contribute to the permanency of 'both by prompting us to guard 
against the secret growth of the like evil which has produced it.”* 

In a letter dated the 4th September, Hastings announces to the Board that 
Captain Blair with his battalion and two companies of his own grenadiers 
and two guns (6-pounders) had attacked the enemy collected at Pateeta, seven 
miles from Chunar. “ They were prepared to receive him, and made a very spirited 
resistance ; after a very long action, the fortune of the day was happily turned in 
our favour by a bold but well-judged manoeuvre. Captain Blair dctaclied his two 
grenadier eorapanios to attack two guns which were posted on the flank, and 
galled his troops exceedingly. The attack succeeded, and the two guns were 
turned on the enemy who were soon after totally routed. Captain Blair brought 
off three of their guns and sjiiked the fourfli, the carriage of which whs disabled ; 
he also brought away one of their tumbrilj and all his own loaded with their 
ammunition, three more of their tumbrils with much loose powder were blown 
up on the field, Captain Blair having no means of bringing them aw’ay. He 
was obliged to leave about 1,600 of their shot piled in a village. The enemy’s 
numbers are reputed 8 or 9,000 men. Captain Blair judges them from appear- 
ance to be only 3,000 or 4,000 ; they were their prime men. Our loss, which 
I add with regret, exceeds 106 killed and wounded, theirs must be proportion- 
ately more though unknown. It is remarkable that the enemy’s artillery and 
carriages made at Ramnagar are almost equal to ours ; their cartridges and port- 
fires compounded u'ith equal skill, and their powder much better, "f 

Information having reached Major Popham regarding the state of the two 
fortresses of Lutteefpoor and Pateeta which led him to suppose that they 
might be easily captured, he determined to attack them without delay, 
and for that })urpose divided his army into two detachments. “ The first detach- 
ment,” wrote Hastings, “marched on the night of the 16th by a large cir- 
cuit through almost impracticable ways. But the spirit of the officers and men 
surmounted every difficulty. In places where the guns could not be drawn 
by bullocks, the sepoys lifted them up the rocks, and at length on the morning 
of the 26th they arrived at the heights lying behind and above the fort of 
Lutteefpoor, at a place called Lora, which commands a pass descending to 
Lutteefpoor and reputed inaccessible ag-ninst opposition but from above. The 
profound secrecy with which this expedition was undertaken, and to which the 
security of the enemy in a region so unfrequented not a little contributed, 
prevented any opposition to our tr<)ops in the difficult parts of their route. 
Their first movement only but neither their strength nor destination was known 
till their very near approach. At Lora they met a body of 2,000 of the enemy 
w'hich they defeated and dispersed with little loss on our side, but on theirs of 
200 men killed on the spot. The next morning they took possession of the 
pass and of the fort of Lutteefpoor which they found evacuated. 

On the 26th September Hastings returned to Benares where he found the 
city restored to a state of order and tranquillity. He issued proclama- 
tions offering pardon to all except Cheyt Sing and his brother “ wliom their late 
rebellious conduct and their rancour manifested to our nation in the deli- 
berate murder of many of our soldiers, and even unarmed passengers who had 
the misfortune to fall into their hands, precluded from every title of mercy. ”§^ A 
grandson of Raja Bulwunt Sing by a daughter was proclaimed Raja with great 
form and solemnity, IIa.stings also took steps for the protection of the persons 
and property of the inhabitants of the sacred city. When the soiffereignty <Sf 
Benares was ceded to the Company the superintendence of the police was for- 
mally made over by the English to Cheyt Sing, but the arrangement proved 
a disastrous failure. “ From this period,” wrote Hastings, “ the appearance 
of public justice was gradually effaced till at last without any system of police, 
any courts of judicature, or any awe of the sovereign power, the iQlmbitants of 
Benares were guilty of enormities and crimes which reflected the greatest disgrace 

• Secret Select Committee’* Proceeding*, 18th October 1?81, Volume III p*ge W8. 
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on the government to which they were subjects. The relations and dependants 
ofthel^ja, or the merchants whose credit was useful in the payment of his 
revenue, might violate the rig'lUs of their fellow citizens with impunity, and 
the sacred character of a Brahmin or the liigh rank of the offender were con- 
siderations which stamped a pardon on the most flagitious crimes.”* 

To remedy this scandalous state of affairs Hastings established distinct|'^“'^'“K*’ 
departments for the police and for the civil and criminal jurisdiction of the city,|"on 
and placed them under the regulation and control of a chief magistrate who^ 
was subject to the immediate orders of the Governor-General and Council. 

The person chosen by Hastings to fill the olfice of chief magistrate was a 
Mahomedan, Ally Ibrahim Khan, “a man who has long been personally known 
to myself and, I believe, to many individuals of our Government, and whose 
character for moderation, disinterestedness, and good sense will bear the tests 
of the strictest enquiry.”t The Boafd on hearing of this appointment expressed 
a regret that “ the incapacity of the more dignified characters of the Gentoo 
religion to conduct the managemeut of such a trust prevented you and must 
ever do so from promoting them to high office.” f Regarding the measures 
which Hastings had taken for the better administration of the city of Benares his 
colleagues expressed their warmest approval in the following terms : “ Your 
guarded attention to the security and convenience of the pilgrims, and your 
abolition of those taxes and embarrassments which have grown against them 
from the rapacity of a corrupt Government, are peculiarly to your credit.” They 
added — 


“ Even in a political view your arrangements upon the subjpct are interesting, and may 
lead to the most important consequences. All ludostan from the source of the (fanges to Cape 
Comorin is interested in the happy regulation of the poliee of Hen ares, and the unpolluted 
tranquillity of its colleges. The leading Mahrattas with whom we arc at war are strongly 
attached to this supposed residence of the purity of their religion. 

“ From these considerations we beg leave to suggest to you whether it would not he proper 
to publish in the different langnages of India the regnlatioiis you have adopted. A very short 
time will spread them over all ludostan, which, with the reports of the pilgrims upon their 
return, cannot but impress the natives with the mild liberality and attention of our Govern- 
ment. 


“ Even among the different nations of Europe whose learned enquiries have been of late 
particularly directed to the religious antiquities and early knowledge of tiio sciences in this 
country, it will be matter of satisfaction and admiration and of consequent credit to our 
Government that Benares, in which you were so dangerously exposed, should remain so deeply 
indebted to your careful regulation and protection. §” 

The measures so warmly applauded by his colleagues were afterwards as S|atu« of Cheyt 
forcibly denounced by the managers of the impeachment. The first charge p"*' 
brought against Hastings w^as regarding his conduct towards Cheyt Sing. He i 
was accused of violating a treaty with an independent rrince, unjustly com- 
pelling him to pay five lakhs of rupees annually for three years, intending to 
impose upon him an enormous flue for imputed delinquency, and causing 
his person to he arrested. Burke took infinite jiains to prove that Cheyti 
Sing was made independent of the English Government in every respect! 
except that of paying to it annually tyreiity-three lakhs of rupees, and that 
the Government had irrevocably hound itself down not to exact in any case 
a larger sum. It is however clear beyond all question that Cheyt Sing was 
a dependent on Sujah Dowla |1 and afterwards on the British Government and 
consequently responsible to Hastings in his character as Governor-General. 

As Hastings said in his defence at the bar of the House of Commons : “ He 
•was neither more nor less than a zaraindar. His sunnud and potah were 


• Secret Soloot CommittWi Proceedings, 12th November 1781, Volume HI, page 815, 
t Ibid ibid page 8 Id. 
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mads out, not from a copy of stipulntlons and agreements between hiw and the 
Company but from the common formulae of suo/j instruments granted to 
zamindars in the Company’s original province^. The Bdja never pretended 
any right to stipulate or demand ; he was content with what the Company was 
pleased to allow him.” The sunnud distinctly states .that “the government 
and sovereignty of the Sircars had been ceded to the Hon’blc East India Com- 
pany, and that the said East India Company, therefore, in virtue of the rights 
obtained confirmed unto Cheyt Sing the zamindaiy.” The sunnud also 
granted to him the right of coining money on the condition “ that what- 
ever gold and silver shall be coined in the mint, the said Raja shall 
coin conformably to his muchulka.” The sunnud also stipulated that “ all 
former sunnuds do become null and void.” A pottah or document specifying the 
condition on which lands are hold, was also framed. A Imbulrat or agree- 
ment was also drawn up which stated — “ It shall bo my dufy'tp do everything 
that may be needful and usual for the interest of the country.” On the 13th 
JuneTT/Bi the Resident at Benares wrote that tlie Raja objected to signing 
any muchulka, or penalty bond, and to the insertion of any muchulka, or penalty 
bond in the sunnud or pottah. The Board replied : “ As we have not insisted 
on the insertion of the clause respecting the penalty in the agreement of the 
Raja, the instrument which is to be executed by him cannot now be called 
a muchulka. We thereby authorize you to erase this word where it has been 
mentioned in the sunnud and pottah transmitted to you, as well as in the 
titles of the kabulyat, which you are to obtain from him.” On the 17th July 
1776, the Resident informed the Board that Cheyt Sing “ lias declined the 
acceptance of the sunnud and pottah for which he assigns these reasons, that 
any erasement in a sunnud or public deed is totally unprecedented in the usages 
of this country ; that the clause in the sunnud by which the former sunnuds 
are declared to Ije null is likewise contrary to custom and practice, and further 
that in the above clause the word ‘sunnuds’ being used in the plural number, 
the coulnama which he received with the former sunnuds and pottah is there- 
by likewise rendered void and of no effect. The Raja objects to the execu- 
tion of the kabulyat on account of the clause it contains by which the 'former 
sunnuds are annulled.”* The Board ordered “ that the Secretary prepare a new 
sunnud and pottah omitting the word ‘ muchulka’ and the sentence declaring 
the former sunnuds to be null, and that these be transmitted to Mr. Fowke 
jw'ith directions to receive back the temporary pottah and grant which were 
first allowed liim.”t On the 25th Septomlier 1776, the Resident informed 
the Board tliat he had invested Cheyt Sing with a khelaut or robe of office and 
informed him that the continuance of this indulgence would depend on his 
3wn punctuality in completing his payments and adhering faithfully to the 
atlier conditions on which he holds his zomindary. “ I likewise delivered to him 
the sunnuds transmitted to me by Mr. Secretary Auriol under date the fourth Sep- 
tember 1776, and received back from him the former sunnuds which I herewith 
rsnclose.”} In the charges brought against Hastings by the House of Commons, 
it was stated that neither the first set of deeds nor the second set of deeds w'as 
entered in the records or transmitted to the Court of Directors. Hastings in 
his defence stated that he had no concern in making out the sunnuds or 
omitting to record them ; that these practical operations, belonged to the Secre- 
tary of the Board under the superintendence of the majority, of which at 
this time he was not a part, and that if there was any misconduct the majority 
|were answerable for it. The first deeds were however received and are, now 
iprinted. There was no need to record the second deeds as the alterations were 
[distinctly stated. These alterations do not affect the main .question t’hat Cheyt*' 
teing was not a sovereign, but the zamindar of Benares by a sunnud granted to 
pm by the English, and that be made an agreement binding himself to do 
^jverything that might be useful and needful for the interest and security of the 
Country. The interest and security of the country demanded that he should 
contribute money and troops for its defence. It was also in accorfltflice vith 
long established custom that a vassal should afford aid to the sovereign State in* 
money and troops. The conduct of Cheyt Sing, in hesitating tn afford the 

• Secret Select Committee’s Proceedings, 20tb .inly 1778, Volume II, page MS. 
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neaeagarjr aid to bis suzerain nt a time of groat danger was contumacious i 
and refractor/ and deserving of punishment. Fifty lakhs was undoubtedly a 
large fine, but it by no means exceeded tbo ability of Cheyt Sing to pay it with! 
ease, as is evident from the treasures he Jeft behind in his fortresses* without] 
taking into consideratioa the gold and silver he exported beyond the frontier. ' 

But when we consider the state of India at that time, when we consider that 
the English were surrounded by enemies and in hourly expectation of the 
arrival of a powerful French armament, it is difficult to regard the imposition of 
even a too heavy fine on a refracstory vassal as an act of criminality. In enforc- 
ing these demands Hastings was actuated by no persoual or malicious motives, 
but was compelled by the pressing exigencies of the hour and the desire to save 
India to Great Britain. “ I had no other view in it,” ho said, “ than that of 
relieving the necessities of the Company by an act which I considered to be 
strictly just.” * 

When Hastings went to Benares the Government was in the utmost dis->Tho Hcgums of 
tress for money. There were several armies in the field and tlie demands fot|^“^®’ 
treasure were various and immediate. The entire expense of all military 
operations fell on the treasury of Bengal, and the treasury of Bengal waai 
empty. Heavy loans had been contracted, the credit of Government was low,i 
and Hastings, as was natural under the circumstances, looked to the chie^ 
debtor of the Company for relud. The Vizier of Oude owed the Company si 
crore and a half of rupees. But the Vizier informed Hastings at Chunarj 
where ho had gone to meet him, that his own funds were exhausted, and that 
it was no longer possible for him to maintain the English troops employed 
in protecting his territories. Hastings knew the statement to be true. The 
condition of Oudo had for the past five years occupied his anxious attention. 

The settlement made at the death of the late Vizier against his strongest 
protests had proved a disastrous failure, Francis, Clavering and Monson had, 
increased the hire of the English troops and at the same time deprived the 
Nawab of the means of paying for them. When his fathar Sujah Dowlah died he 
left about two millions of pounds buried in the vaults of the zenana. The 
widow and the mother of the deceased prince, historically known as the Begums, 
claimed the whole of the treasure uuder the terms of a will which was never 
produced. The late Vizier though possessed of a largo sum of money was 
also very deeply in debt, a considerable portion of the debt being due to 
the Company and bis troops. The treasure was State property, and the debt 
due to the Com{)auy and the sums due to Sujah Dowlali’s army at his decease 
ought to have been paid from them. The widow, by Muhammadan law, 
was only entitled to one-eighth after the debts were paid, and a grandmother 
bad no claim to inheritance when the daughter was living. The Begums how- 
efer exercised the right of possession, and the Nawab did not interfere, either 
beeamse be was too indolent or did not care to invade the rights of tlie zenana. 

He however obtained one loan from his mother of about twenty-six lakhs of i 
rupees, for which he gave her a jaghir jtf four times the value. In October 
1776, when he was hard pressed for money both by the Company and by bis 
army, he commenced through Mr. Bristow, the Resident, a negotiation for a 
fresh loan. Mr. Bristow, after informing the Board that neither the zemin- 
dars nor ryots would ever pay their rents, wrote as follows : “To add to this 
Unfortunate circumstance, the Nawab has not yet been able to procure any 
money from the Begum. Immediately on his return from Fyzabad he stated 
his distresses to me, and begged of me to use ray endeavours to persuade the 
Bagum to assist him. I wished to have declined complying with His Excel- 
lency's request, especially after he had indirectly objected to my having any 
correspondence with her, but being sensible of his necessities I consented upon 
the condition of his not expecting of me to use violent means. 1 accordingly 
went to Fyzabad and explained particularly in writing to the Begum how 
impossible {t was for the Nawab to conduct bis Government without her assist- 
ai\pe, and likewise insinuated to her that she could not complain of him, for 
he had granted her an additional jagir of four lakhs a year for the sums he 
had already borrowed of her, and treated her with great respect. I further 
insinuated to her that the treasures she possessed were the treasures of the 
State, as she had not succeeded to them by any legal right, and they had been 
hoarded up to provide against an emergency. That that emergency was arrivett, 
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and I recommended it to her to spare His Excellency the sum of fifty lakhs 
as a donation. If this did not please her, to lej the treasure he divided accord- 
ing to the laws of the Koran, or else grant him a loan, and that I could engage 
for the re-payment of it.” 

** AftcT much persuasion, the Begum agreed to pa^ the Nawah twelve lakhs 
on condition that the Company secured to her the possession of her jagirs , 
for life, and that the Nawab did not interfere with her upon any account. I 
excused myself because of the insignificancy of the sum, hut offered to comply 
with her terms in case of her granting fifty lakhs. This I had authority for 
from the Nawah, who, ou desiring me to undertake the negociation, repeatedly 
a r>rl earnestly expressed his desire not to use any violence. And in order to 
prove it, he said ‘ ho would submit to the Company’s being mediators of all differ- 
ences between him and the Begum. But it was hard, when reduced to such 
distress, that his mother should uselessly Iscep up immense treasuries.”* An 
[agreement was concluded between the NawaJj and Begum that in consideration 
[of his receiving thirty lakhs more on account of his patrimony he gave the 
Begum a full acquittal as to the rest, and secured her jagirs to her without 
interference for life. Mr. Bristow was guarantee to this treaty on the part of 
the Company. The impolicy of the agreement was apparent, but the Gov- 
ernor-General and Council sanctioned it because, as they infox’med the Directors, 

I the urgency of the case required it. 

In December 1776, the Board received a long and carious letter from the 
Begum, in which she sevei'oly criticised the conduct of her son. By the 
agreement it was settled that she should liquidate eleven lakhs of the demand 
by giving goods, elephants, and camels. “ I assented, ” she wrote, “ conclud- 
ing that as Mr. Bristow w'as a party in the affairs it would be conducted in 
a proper manner, but they valued the goods w hich they took at a fourth part 
of their intrinsic worth ; how then could I make good the sum ?”t She 
appealed to the feelings of Hastings by informing him that she “ went to the 
Nawah when his hour of death aj))>i'oached and asked him to wl.oso charge 
he left me. He replied — ‘ Aj)ply to Mr. Hastings w’liencver you havO occasion 
for assistance; he will befriend you when I am iif) more and will comply with 
whatever you may desire of him.’ She desired Hastings to cause the Nawab 
to dismiss Murteza Khan who was at that time the Minister, and to restore 
Mahomed Elich Khan and Mahomed Bushereo Khan to their old offices, and 
she added : — “ By them the revenues will be collected and whatever sums are 
due to the Englisli Chiefs I will cause to hf5 paid out of the revenues. This 
I will strictly perform.”§ Hastings, who has been painted as a cruel tyrant, 
inflicting wanton injury on two lielpless women, wrote a short minute on the 
letter in which he stated ; “ All my present wisli is that the orders of the 
Board may be such as may obviate or remove the discredit which the English 
name may suffer by the exercise or even the public appearance of oppression 
on a person of the Begum’s rank, character, and sex. Had the Nawab chosen 
to have made use of the moans with which his own power alone supplied him 
to exact money from the Begum, his motlier, this Government would have 
wanted a pretext to interfere in her bclialf. But as the representative of our 
Government has become an agent in this business, and has pledged the honour 
and faith of the Compaxiy for the punctual observance of the conditions under 
which it was concluded, we have a right to interfere, and justice demands it, 
if it shall appear that those engagements have been violated, and an injury 
offered to the Begum under the cover of the authority by wliich they were 
contracted. I am therefore of opinion and recommend that a lettdi* be written 
by the Board to Mr. Bristow commanding him to remonstrate to the Nawab 
against the seizure of the goods as his own original property, which he received 
from his mother in payment of tbe eleven lakhs stipulated to be so made, to 
insist on the Nawab’s receiving them in payment, and that he either admit of 
the valuation which she has put upon them, or that he all(7vv*them to be 
approved by persons appointed fnr that purpose by both partie8.’*|| The 
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majority however were less disposed to favour the cause of the Begum. 
Monsou wrote : “ She should he informed of the sums of money the late 

Nawab owed this Government by treaty for services performed, and which 
were not liquidated at his death ; that she received tlie advantages of tlie 
Bohilla conquest, the j»lund<>r of those countries being deposited with her; 
as she succeeded therefore to all the Nawab’s wealth it is just that slie should 
discharge the demands due for those services by which she is the principal 
gainer. The Vizier’s estate has not been divided according to the usual custom 
of Mahomedan princes. The present dispute turns upon the value of goods, 
elephants, and camels, I do not conceive, according to strict justice, these 
effects to be the Begum's property ; as I understand, w'omen can claim a right 
only to what is within the zenana ; but if it be a condition made by the Nawab 
with his mother that he should take these things in part of payment of the 
thirty lakhs, the value of them should be ascertained by arbitration.”* 

Francis stated that he was “ i,nclined to think with Colonel Monson that 
w'omen can claim a right only to what is within the zenana. The property 
being determined, the value, if disputed, may be settled by arbitration or public 
sale. I cannot conceive that she has the least right to interfere in the Nawab’s 
government. In a country where w'omen are n<'t allowed a free agency in the 
most trilling domestic affairs it seems extraordinary that this lady should pre- 
sume to talk of appointing ministers and governing kingdoms.”t The Board 
resolved that tlie letter of the Begum should be sent to the Resident and a full 
explanation of the matter demanded from him. 

On the 3rd January l77GMr, Bristow wrote to the Board stating that, from 
the evidence he could gather, the complaints regarding the violence of the servants 
of the Nawab w'cre totally unfounded. As to tlie complaint regarding the 
v.aluation of the nroperty, he wrote: “ I understand the late Vizier deposited 
the surplus of his revenues with the Begum, and having died intestate, or 
at least a will was never produc(‘d, though one is said to ho secreted by the 
Begum, it left a door open to the disputes wliich have happened, for according to 
the Koran and the usages of the country, the Naw\ah could claim an infinitely 
greater share than he has got. It is beyond a doubt that she has money, for 
her principal eunuch brought me a message one day, not as a matter of any 
secrecy or confidence, that the wealth the late Nawab had amassed was intended 
to supply an emergency. I answered the Nawab could not well want it at a 
greater one ; and pressed her very earnestly to supply his necessary wants.” He 
added, — “The Begum had great influence in the late Viziei’’s time. On the 
Nawab Asoph-ul-liowla’s accession he at once placed the sole management in the 
hands of Murtezeh Cawn, which disgusted both lier and her adherents, particu- 
larly her eunuchs who have their views in kce|)ing the wealth in the Begum’s 
possession. The principal, Behar Ally Cawn, enjoys her entire confidence ; and 
how*far she may be better affected to the English than the Nawab, I leave 
to the consideration of the Ilon’ble Board from the following fact: On 
the conclusion of the treaty between the Company and the Nawab, the 
Regum blamed His Excellency very highly and insisted on Ids not ceding 
Benares, offering of herself a sura of money in lieu of it. The proposal was 
afterwards made to me by the Nawab, but I answered I was not autliorized 
to accept an alternative, and that if he intended to have me represent the 
matter to the Hon’ble Board, he should give me his instructions in writing 
and explain his sentiments himself to the Governor- General, which he did 
not do.”J 

• In ord^^ that the Board should have a knowledge of “ the Begum’s sen- 
timents at the preseuf juncture and of her temper,” he enelbsed her last letter 
to him. She wi'ote as follows; ‘‘You were a party in this affair and took 
from me the sura of 66 lakhs of rupees : if you will cause the 66 laklis of rupees 
to be restored to me, then the coulnama will not be binding, and do not you 
then take oily part in the affair, and then let Asoph-ul-Bowla and Murtezeh 
Cfcwn in whatever manner they are able take sums of money from me. They 
will then see the consequences.”! Mr, Bristow informed the Board tliat, “ while 
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the Begum ooraplaius of the Nawab and tlie Minister, she forgets the conduct 
of her own servants, who refuse to acknowledgp the Nawab's authority ‘or to 
obey his decrees and beat his executive officers.” Six moii ths after the guarantee, 
Mr. Bristow informed tlie Begum that the Vizier proposed a plan which would 
put an end to all future disputes. “ It was that she' gave up her jagirs and 
received the value in money ; for, as His Excellency observed, two rulers are too ^ 
much for one country.” In December 1776, Mr. Bristow wrote that the Vizier ’ 
intended to level the forts of the zemindars and to reduce tlieir power as much as 
])ossible on account of tlieir disobedience and disaffection. Hastings strongly 
remonstrated with the Nawab on his extravagance, the impolicy of his conduct, 
and earnestly advised him to dismiss from his presence the worthless favourites 
w'ith which he was surrounded. To enforce his advice he plainly told him - 
“ The English if you do not follow it must break off their connection with you 
altogether.” But the Nawab was unmoved by the constant remonstrances of the 
Governor-General, and, when Hastings proceeded to Benares, policy and justice 
alike demanded that decisive steps should be' taken to introduce order into the 
government of Oude. But no reform was possible until some measure was 
adopted which would enable the sovereign to liquidate his existing debts; 
and in order to aid him to do this Hastings consented to the first article 
of the treaty proposed to him by the Nawab at Chunar. By this article 
the defence of Oude was to be left to one brigade, and the English officers who 
liad been appointed to command the Vizier’s corps were to he withdrawn. The 
Englishmen who had settled in Qude in various offices were also to leave the 
State. The Nawab on his part consented to separate his public from his 
private expenses; to fix the amount of the latter; to reform his army; 
to entrust the public treasury to his Minister under the inspection of 
the British Resident. By the second article it M'as stipulated: “ That as 
great distress* has arisen to the Nawab’s Government from the military 
jioweif and dominion assumed by the jagirdars, he bo permitted to resume 
such as ho may find necessary, >Yith a reserve that all such for the amount of 
whose jagirs the Company arc guarantees shall, in case of the resuq^ption of 
their lands, ho paid the amount of tlieir net collections througli the Resident in 
ready money.”* The article stated that the resumption of the jagirs should be 
general, and Hastings pressed on the Vizier the necessity of resuming those held 
by his worthless favourites. The Nawab liowevcr was only anxious to resume 
those which were lield by his mother, tl’his Hastings opposed strenuously, and 
a vast number of jagirs were resumed. In consenting to the resumption of the 
Begum’s jagirs much criminality has been imputed to Hastings as their pos- 
session had been guaranteed by the Englisli Government. Lord Thurlow 
argued that the resumption of the jagirs on the payment of a proper equivalent 
was no breach of engagement. “ The subjects of the first country in the world,’* 
he said, “ are obliged on all public occasions to dispose of their property for an 
equivalent when tlie public good requires such a sacrifice ; and in this case the 
experience of many years has proved the necessity of the measure.” Hastings 
justififidJiis action on the ground that the rebellious conduct of the Boguma 
a sufficient reason for withdrawing our protection. “ My Lords,*’ he said, “ at the 
time of my giving this consent I was, from the intelligence I had received, fully 
convinced of ]bhe Begums’ disaffection to our Government. It was not my 
opinion only, but it was the general rumour of the country, that she and 
her ministers aided and supported Client Sing, in ilia, jfibellion. That sucli 
was the general rumour and public opinion is evident from the affidavits 
already before Your Lordships, and, notwithstanding the ingei^uity of tlje 
managers who laboured to explain away their meanings, .they still contain and 
afford the most ample proof of the hostile intentions both of the Begum and 
her ministers towards our Government. But had the continuation of this 
Session enabled me to enter into a detailed defence, I could have brought the 
most irresistible evidence to prove, not only the general rumour and opinion, 
but also that the Begum did, through her ministers, actually lend Mr assistance 
to our enemies.” ^ 

Mill argues that the affidavits were worthless because the evidence was 
collected after Hastings had given his consent to the resumption of the jagirs. 

* Secret Select Committee’! Pfocecdingi, 9th July 1788, Volume III, page ShS: 
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We however find that, on the 8th September, eleven days before the Treaty of 
Chunar was signed. Colonel Hnnnay wrote as follows : “ This town (Fyzabad) 
has mure the appeiO»nce^rl5eIoiQ^fn|;' W Cheyt' Sing than the Vizier. The 
Begums have placed guards to prevent any of my people going to the bazaar 
in it. Within these few days Shaik Chaan, with near 1,000 horse and foot, 
has marched from hence to Benares (thev were raised here), and 1 must confess 
that for my own part 1 have no doubt but Jowar Ally Khan and Babar 
Ally Khan, through their agents, stirred up all the disturbances which extend 
from hence to Zowey Azimgur.”* 

In ^subsequent letter written immediately afterwards, Colonel Hannay AccuMii<.i». ngtiavt 
writelr r“"^rTiS^e before told you how violently the Begum’s people inflame the . 
present disturbances, and in addition to this the principal Zemindars and Eajas 
have all certificates under the seal pf Cheyt Sing that he will supply them 
with whatever money they may require for subsisting ail the troops they can 
raise. In a very short time I apprehend the greatest part of the Nabob’s 
dominions will be in the state we are in here, and it is the general belief of 
every man in this part of the country that the conduct I have related is a 
concerted plan for the extirpation of the English. What may be the situa- 
tion of the rest of the Nabob’s dominions 1 know not, but it is most certain 
that from Goonda to Maujid, and from Fyzabad to Benares District, and across 
from the Qogra to the Ganges, the country is in the utmost ferment. Should 
the present disturbances proceed from a plan of policy, it will be concealed from 
you as much as possible, and therefore I take all possible means of communica- 
ting to you what I really know to be facts. I know not whether the d^iks pass 
freely from you to Lucknow, but if they do not, and no measure is immediately 
takeri'to bring about order and draw the troops together, we may be deprived 
of all possible means of assisting one another, and the army lost by detached 
regiments ; we have no communications with Bengal, and the troops on this 
side Benares are at present too much separated to vield one another timely 
assistance. 1 hope to God a sufficient force is ordered for the reduction of 
Cheyt Sing for t he people hotee.and from 

Fyzabad and the seat^f relfciiiou I have before named is eery great. ” In his 
next left^f daW the 13th he says : “ It is impoSsibl^i id the general insurrec- 
tion which now reigns almost universally for me to get the force together the 
Nabob demanded, or to force my way to you without a loss. The greate st 
anayphy prevails — the present insurrection is said and believed to be with an 
inten tion to expel the English. fle subsequently wrote : “ I have already 

anSTiipeatedly informed yoii of the dispositions of those in favour in Fyzabad, 
which has in fact been one of the great sources of the insurrection and the 
place of all others in the Vizier's dominions which has supplied Cheyt Sing 
Wh the greatest number of troops. The, plfi. Begum dpes in, the mPUt epen- 
and^violent manner support Cheyt Sing’s" rebellion ^nd the insurrecti on, an d 
{he^TJSiSohV mother’s accursed eunuchs are hot lew industrious than those ofi 
the Bunaok Begum. Capital examples made of Jawar Ally Khan and Bahar/ 

Ally Khan would, I am persuaded, have the very best effects.”! 

The stateme nts made by.ColQpel.. Biannay . wpep corroborated ly Captain 
WilliamsTw ^w?^^ • §*^1* Ally and the Begums are concerned deeply in , 

the l^el F^^" ^ Mill re^rds it as a most suspicious circumstance that 

{Keiraccusations were brought by Colonel Hannay and his officers « who 
were deeply interested in finding for the disturbance of the country which they 
ruled a cause different from their own malversations.” B ut the acou^tions 
made by tbd Colonel were confirmed by the Resident who wrote : “ The truth of 
thwe posdHohS'riShtf^ most fully proved upon my return, but observed in par- 
ticular that the most vigorous efforts were limited to the jagi^ars among whom 
the Begum, Fyzullah Khan, and Luttaffut Ally Khan distinguished them- 
selvea.” The jagirdars were powerful noblemen who by the support of armed 
retaineirs wore able to defy the* power of the State. Among them none pos- 
sess^ greater power than the Bhow Begum, ” whose power,’ as the Resident 
wrote, " is renaered the more pernicious and dangerous, first from its being 

• S««rat Sabet CommitWa Frooeedlngi, 88th July 1788, Vol. Ill, p*ge 1004. 

f Ibid „ !»«« WW4. 
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wholly delegated to her servants, who hare their own nows ot ambition and 
inSt to answer, and in the nest place from tlin reluctance with which the 

ministers, and cron tl.o Nawab himself, interfere with "any eonoeros oftho 
He added — “ IVom these two circumstances, strengthened by the 
immense wealth in her possession, also intrusted to' her two chief eunuchs, 
Bahar and Jowar Ally Khan, and her unreasonable expectations of support . 
from the English Government, of all which she and her servants avail them- 
selves to the utmost, she is become one of the most serious internal evils that 
among others seems to bid fair to give great disturbance to this country.”* * * § 
The Bhovv Begum was described by the Resident as a woman of uncommonly 
violent' temper. “Death and destruction is the least menace she denounces 
upon the most trifling opposition to her caprice. By her own conduct, and 
that of all her agents and dependants during the Benares troubles, it may with 
truth and justice be affirmed, she forfeited ‘every claim she had to the protection 
of the English Government, as she evidently, and, it is confidently said, 
avowedly espoused the cause of Raja Cheyt Sing, and united in the idea 
and plan of a general extirpation of their race and power ip JPtin^S,tah.**t 
Burke argued that these charges were "brought against the Begum by lilid- 
dlcton, the Resident, to justify spoliation, but it is difficult to believe that every 
European officer employed in Oude conspired to slander the Begum and that a 
large number of witnesses perjured themselves to screen Hastings, t Hastings 
himself was thoroughly convinced of the rebellious conduct of the Begums § 
acting through their agents, and he considered their conduct terminated the 
guarantee given them by the English. “ My Lords,’* he said in his defence, I 
believe there is no state in the world that considers a guarantee made in favour 
of another state binding any longer than whilst they continue in arms with 
each other. The first hostile act of the party guaranteed is, and must be, a 
sufficient reason for withdrawing protection.” To Hastings the resumption of 
the jagirs was not only a measure of sound policy but also just. He likewise 
considered it both impolitic and unjust to leave the Begums in the possession of 
a large amount of treasure. Ho wrote to the Board : “ It may be necessary 

in this place to inform you that in addition to the former resolution of 
resuming the Begum’s jagir, the Nawab had declared his resolution of 
reclaiming all the treasures of his family which were in their possession, and 
to which, by the Muhammadan laws, he was entitled. This resolution 1 have 
strenuously encouraged and supported, not so much for the reasons assigned 
by the Nawab as because I think it equally unjust and impolitic that they 
should be allowed to retain the means of which they have already made so 
pernicious a use by exciting disturbances in the country and a revolt against the 
Nawab, their sovereign. I am not too sanguine in my expectations of the 
result of these proceedings, but have required and received the Nawab’s 
promise that, whatever acquisition shall be obtained from the issue of 
them, it shall be primarily applied to the discharge of the balance actu- 
ally duo from him to the Company.” || The frankness of the last sentence 
reveals the existence of a force which influenced Hastings. The prising 
need to recruit an exhausted treasury by the recovery of the J3‘awab’a~^^ebt 
may have led him to bo more rigorous towards the Begums than hp wpiitd 
^herwise have been. But of their guilt he was thoroughly convinced. And 


* Secret Select Committee’s Proceedings, 12th Jane 1783, Yol. Ill, page 51. 

t Hid „ page 61 , 

X ** The notoriety of the rebellion of the Begam was such that one of the witnesses at Your Lordships’ bar — Captiiiti 
Wade 1 think — on beinf; asked by a manager if he wuh applied to, to make an affidavit, said, that if an^ one in India Ind 
called upon him for such a purpose he nhonld have thought they were joking” (Lord IJIliurlow). 

§ On tlie 21st February 1782 Hastings wrote to a friend: “ On the revolt of Cheyt Sing she and the old Begum 
Shuja Dowla’s mother, raised troops, caused levies to be made for Cheyt Sing, excited all the zemindars of Gnrrakpur 
and Pareceb to rebellion, cut off many parties of s<}poys, and the principal Auinul and a favourite of the younger Begum 
openly opposed and attacked Colonel Gordon, one of our officers stationed in the neighbourhood. Let this be an answer 
to the men of virtue who may exclaim against our breach of faith and the inhumanity of declaring war against 
widows, princesses of high rank, and defenceless old women. These old women bad very nigh effec(^d our destructiou.” 
Memoir of Warren Hustings, by Glei Vol. I, page 466. • • 

II Secret Select Committee’s Proceedings, 6th Pebruary 1782, Vol. Ill, page 886. 

In 1803 Lord Valentia met at Lucknow Almas AH Khan, the eunuch, regarding whose suffering Burke was 
pathetic. ^He writes — “But the person I observed with the most curiosity was Almas AH Khan, the eunuch 
BO cslebrated by Mr. Burke’s pathetic account of the distress which his wives and children suffered fr<»m the barbarity 
of that ’ Captain General in iniquity/ Mr, Hastings. He is a venerable old woman-Hke being, upwards of eighty, 
full six fcet high, and stout in proportion. After all the cruel plunderings which he is stated as having undergone 
he is supposed to be wot th half a million of money; and no wonder when it is considered that for a considerable 
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if the Evidence of some actorS in these events, and of many who must Jiave 
known about them at first-hand, is to outweigh the presumptions and diatribes 
of bis enemies, he had solid foundation for bis belief, 

In order to recover^ the treasure the Naw'ab and his Ministers had to adopt 
severe measures towards the two eunuchs who had the chief influence over the 
Begums. The cruelty practised by the Nawab and his servants has been greatly 
exaggerated, but it was sufficient to have justified the interference of the 
Resident. To have countenanced it by transmitting the orders of. the Vizier 
was a grav e itlEliCfifc liut^ for what took place Hastings at Calcutta cannot 
toJh<idd.; g espQ n fli h liB. He ordered the Resident not to permit any negotiation or 
forbearance, but there is a wide gulf between legitimate severity and cruelty. 

At Chunar, surrounded by armed rebels and almost in their hands, Hastings win, 

with calm self-possession arranged and negotiated treaties with Sindia and the Simiiii imd ti.r Kajii 
Baja of Berar. On the 29th of October 1781 he wrote to the Council : — 

“ I lose not an instant in transmitting to you a copy of a letter which I have 
received from Colonel Muir conveying to me the agreeable ac(!Ount of his 
having concluded a peace with Mahadaji Sindia and in congratulating you most 
heartily on this happy event.”* Soon afterwards he transmitted to thon\ 
copies of his instructions to Mr. Anderson, our envoy at the court of Sindia. 

He desired Mr. Anderson to “ obtain through the mediation of Sindia a treaty of 
peace and alliance, offensive and defensive, with the Peshwa, against all common 
enemies, but especially against Ilyder Ali Cawn, or of peace simply on the 
condition of restoring all that wc have acquired during the war except Ahmad- 
abad, and the territory conquered for Futty Sing Gaekwar.” To bring the 
war with the Mabrattas to a close, Hastings was willing to sacrifice every foot 
of ground gained from them for ourselves not excepting Bassein, “ Reserve 
Bassein if you can. But do not insist on the reservation of Bassein to the 
hindrance of peace.” He was not willing, however, to purchase peace at 
the price of honour. “ You may consent to yield what is ours,” he wrote, 

“ana what wo can in honour grant, but we will never suffer our treaties 
to be infringed, nor our faith to bo violated.”t Sindia could not got the 
Peshwa to agree to an offensive and defensive alliance. The object of the 
great Mahratta minister Nana Fadnavis was by promising in turn each of the 
combatants his support to gain from the English Salsette, and from Uyder the 
territories south of the N<!rbudda. The operations against Hydcr Ali had, 
owing to the incapacity of the Madras Government, not been so successful as 
to inspire the Mahrattas n ith a belief in our ultimate success. 

When the news reached the Council of the perils and misfortunes wliiclfiKvipContcprtnwd* 
beset Madras, Hastings implored Sir Eyre Cootc, who was Commander-in-p 
Chief in India and a member of the Supreme Council, ” to stand forth and vindi- 
cate in his own person the rights and honours of the British arm8.”t The 
gallant General was stricken in years and suffering from bad health, but he 
obeyed the summons to the scene of his early glory. He arrived at Madras 

time he was Anmul, or renter of nearly half the province of Qudh. The Nawab watches with care fur bis suecessioti 
which by the Kastern custoui boloniga to him. With all his adluence Alinas is but a slave^ now nearly in his dotage, 
though formerly tin active and intriguing courtier.” Lord Valentia also writes: “Almas the outiiich paid me a visit; 
he 18 held here in much consideration from the prominent part he has borne in politics,* from having once held ns 
A mnul above half the Province or Owdh and from his consequently groat riches. When Lord Wellesley was here 
he was very anxious for the honour of a visit from Ills Excellency, who at length complied, in order to conciliate 
a person whose vast property still gave him a great intiuence in Oudh. lie was notorious for his rigid strictness iu 
exacting his dues, and is supposed to have in his possession at least half a crore.” Voyages and Travels by Georgir 
Viscount Valentia, pages 186 and 141, Vol. 1. 

Byre Coote was, at the special request of George III, invested by the Nawab of Arcot with the Order of the Watli- 
#eorge JII wrofe from Weymouth to the Nawab as follows: “Having thought proper to bestow a high mark of Our 
approbation on two of Our siAjocts, whose conduct Wo hope will have rendered thorn ‘worthy of your estotin, Wi- 
cannot add to the dignity of conferring those honours on them more than by desiring you will represent Our person 
upon this solemn occasion, and that you will perform those functions for Us which We always perform ourselves when 
the circumstances will admit. Our intention being to confer the Order of the Bath, ono of Our most honourable inarkK 
of distinction, on Our trusty and well-beloved Sir John Idndsay, Knight. Commaiiderdn-Chief of Our ships and 
vessels in the East Indies, and of the marine force of Our United Company of Merchants trading to and in those 
parts, and on Our trusty and well-beloved Eyre Coote, Esq., Major-General of Our forces in the East Indies and 
Conimander-in-€mof of all the said Company's military force there, We have directed (ho said Sir John Lindsay to 
d#livcr to you this letter, with the Ensigns of the Order, and to learn from you the time when it may be most agree • 
able to you to perform this ceremony, as w'ell as to make know’ii to you the nature and ninniur of bestowing these 
honours upon him and the said Kyro Coote, and so repeating Our wishes for your felicity, Wb bid you heartily farewell.” 

Secret Select Committee's Proceedings, 2nd October 1776, Vol. II, page 437. 

• Secret Select Committee's ProcccdingSi 12th November 1781, Vol III, page 813. 

f Jdid 10th December 1781, page 823. 

j 25th September 1780, „ page 719. 
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on the 6th of November accompanied by a small European force. On the 10th 
he wrote to the Board announcing to them that tthe painful intelligence of the 
fall of 'Arcot had been confirmed by the arrival of the' officers and soldiers 
who had capitulated. “The accounts they give of the strength, grjod order, 
bravery, and activity of Hyder’s army are truly alarmihg. His approaches at 
the siege were carried on with all that regularity as if superintended by the 
most skillful engineers, and his artillery at the same time is numerous and 
so well served as repeatedly to have dismounted our guns on the batteries/’* 
Sir Eyre Ooote was furnished with orders for the suspension of Mr. Whitehill, 
the Governor of Madras, which he executed with considerable tact. Mr. Smith, 
the senior member of Council, succeeded to the Government of Fort St. George, 
and the new administration invested Sir Eyre Coote with the sole direction of 
the war. His force however ivas neither i|ufficient nor in so prepared a state 
as to be equal to the undertaking of attacking Hyder in the very formidable 
forts which he occupied. The field artillery requisite for the service was not in 
readiness. The draft cattle, besides being deficient in numbers, were too weak 
to drag the guns. Provisions could not be had five miles beyond Madra8.t It 
was not till the 1st of .January that Eyre Coote was able to take the field, and 
on the 21st he wrote to the Government of Madras announcing that “ to the 
utter honour of the officers and men composing this detachment, the Fort of 
Carangoly was taken, and in a manner which redounds much to the credit of 
their bravery.’'J He added — 

"After congratulating yon on this fortunate event, I must indulge myself with reciting 
to you tlie particulars as well, because 1 know it will prove acceptable to you to read, as that 
it is a justice I owe, on every account, to the officers and men of the detachment whose gallant 
conduct is highly deserving a place upon record. The detachment arrived at the barrier gate 
of the Fettah this morning at half>past 5 o’clock, when they were challenged by two 'sentries 
who discharged their pieces and retired. In two or three minutes the gate was forced, and 
our troops immediately proceeded to the gates of the fort with a twelve-pounder dragged by 
lascars before them. Captain Davis sent two or three of the village people to the crest of 
the glacis with an offer of cowl to the garrison if they surrender. In the meantime he was 
advancing towards the gate.way. When the twelve-pounder had got as far as the outer barrier 
the whole garrison appeared drawn up on the ramparts and traverses of the gates. They 
theu began to fire, and the gun was with much difficulty run against the gate which, on the 
second shot, gave way so much as to admit the men one by one ; a second gate which had 
been lately bung, was in about a quarter of an hour opened. A third gate also now presented 
itself, when the gun was brought up to, with much labour on removing the first gate out of 
its way at the first discharge ; this also was burst open, when the troops entered and took 
possession, whilst the bulk of the besieged made their escape by ladders on the opposite side. 
During the whole of this transaction the detachment were exposed to a constant fire of mu8« 
ketry from the ramparts and upper work of the fort.”t 

Hyder was at this time engaged in the investment of five different for- 
tresses commanded by English officers — Ambur, "Vellore, "Wandewash, Perma- 
coil, and Ghingleput. The first of these had unfortunately been forced* to 
surrender before Eyre Coote took the field. After relieving Ghingleput and 
capturing Carangoly, the Commander-in-Gbief marched to Wandewash, which he 
reached on the 24th “ and had the satisfaction to find that the enemy had raised 
the siege two days before.*’ § From 'Wandewash he proceeded towards Perma- 
coil, the siege of which the enemy on hearing of his approach had also raised. 
He had however marched only three miles when he received letters informing 
him that the French fleet consisting of seveu ships of the line and three frigates 
had appeared off Madras. “ As I bad every reason to apprehend they must 
have brought troops and that they would land them and would, with the forces 
of Hyder, have laid siege to Madras, the security of which being the grand 
national object, I resolved to move towards its protection.”fl On further intelli- 
gence that the French fleet had sailed to Pondicherry, Eyre Coote resolved at 
all risks to move there, and within a few days his army was encamp^ on 
the Red Hills of Pondicherry with its front towards Arcot. Up to thu time 
he had not been able to obtain any certain information whether th«r£| wq|i any 


• Secret Select Coniniittee*s Proreedins:#, I4th December 1780, Vol. II, pnge 747. * 

t Letter from Sir Eype Coote, 20th November 1780, Secrot Select Committee*! Proceeding!. 18th December 1780 
Vol. 11, pagf 750. •• • 


t' Secret Select Committee*! Proceeding!, 23rd Februery 1781, Vol. Ill, page 7(8. 
i 87tli April 1781, „ page 766. 
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considerable force in Pondicherry, and he resolved to send a party to bring 
him intelligence. He accordingly despatched a detachment of cavalry which 
vetumed and informed him that there did not appear to he any force in the 
town. The next day he sent a detachment, who destroyed the boats that sup- 
))lied the French fleet with provisions and water, and spiked the guns. But 
not a grain of rice nor anv other article of provision for the army could he 
procured. ** In the hope,’’ writes Byre Ooote, “ that by my personal presence 
something effectual might be done towards obtaining supplies, I set out for 
Pondichei^ the 7th, about 8 a.m., on horseback, and I had but just entered 
the bound hedge when I received a note express from camp informing me 
that Hyder with his whole army was in sight; instantly upon the receipt of 
this intelligence I sent orders to the detachment in Pondicheny to join the 
army, main body, with all expedition and returned myself to camp.”* 

Byre Coote, perceiving that Hyder was moving in great force to the south- of Cuddaiow. 
ward with the intention, no doubt, of attacking Cuddalore, immediately struck 
his camp, and marched to its relief. The army of Hyder quickly followed, and 
having overtaken the English force opened a heavy cannonade. “As their 
cannon injured us so little, and as my object was to reach Cuddalore before them, 

I did not allow it much to impede my march, and what few shot we fired, by the 
accounts of deserters, killed and wounded many more than we lost, which, 
considering that they cannonaded us about three hours, were very few indeed. 

The quantity of ammunition which they expended that night must have been 
very considerable ; they threw rockets at every part of the line until we entered 
the bound hedge of this place.”t Arrived at Cuddalore, Coote found his situation 
critical in the extreme, for “ there was only rice enough for one day’s subsist- 
ence for the fighting men of the army. The alarming prospect which this 
presented me with, produced feelings which are much easier to be imagined 
than described. I saw in the fall of this handful of men the destruction of the 
English interest in India. ****** What to determine in a situation so 
critical, so difficult, and in its consequences so important, I confess was a 
question* which I dreaded the decision of.”t He resolved to offer them battle. 

].eaving bis camp and followers under the walls of the fort he drew up his 
army in a wide plain. But the enemy refused the challenge, and all attempts 
to draw them to an action having proved fruitless, on the fourth day Eyre Coote 
returned to his encampment. His anxiety was relieved by seeing on the 
afternoon of the same day the French fleet set sail and steer a course to clear 
the Bay. On the 17th lie had the satisfaction of watching the rice yessels from 
Madras come to an anchor. He writes 

" By this time the inhabitants of the town were next to starving, some absolutely had 
died for want, and two days more would have completed the melancholy scene, as the troops 
also must then have bee*n without a grain to eat. I had by the aid of Mr. Daniel made a 
small provision to have enabled me to act in this last extremity, and which was about three 
days’ nee 1 had with inconceivable labour got together. And with which at a hazard dictated 
by a regard for tlte public, an unwillingness to subject the credit of the British arms to a 
disgrace which from their situation appeared to be inevitable, and a desire, if possible, to 
extricate our affairs from the distress in which they are involved, I determined to force my 
way at all risks into the Tanjore country, as the only place with three days' provisions I had 
the least chance of attaining and subsisting the army in. Ths seme motives which dictated 
this daring undertaking— noW our distress for provisions are greatly removed — induce me to 
continue in my station here, until I can reinforce the army by drafts from the southward, for 
which purpose I have sent some vessels to Nagore to receive on board as many sepoys from 
the Tanjore corps as can be embarked and landed here. ITie situation of the enemy's army 
reuderidR it altogther impracticable to bring them by land, at any rate too dangerous for me 
in prudence to think of ij. My army, originally small, stands greatly in need of an augment 
ation, having been considerably weakened by the respectable garrison left in^ Carangoly, and 
by deaths, desertions, and the other casualties incident to the military service. § 

For the next four months the English army remained bram.*' 

to the want of provisions and the necessary equipment. On the Id-tli ot 
June ft sulall reinforcement of troops from Bombay reached Eyre Ooote,. and 

• Secret Select Commiltoe’i Procoi*diiigi, 27th April 1781, VoK HI, p«ge 763, 
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on the 18th, with four battalions of sepoys and' eight pieces of ordnance under 
his immediate direction, ho attacked tlio fortified temple of Chillumbrum. 
The assault was vigorous, but the sepoys were beaten Iftick with serious loss. 
The next morning Eyre Coote intended to renew the attack with his scanty 
Europeans, but hearing how strongly the enemy were fortified he withdrew his 
force and, after five days* marching, encamped at the village of Porto Novo 
situated on the river Vellaar close to the sea. On the 24th Admiral Sir Edward 
Hughes arrived from Madras and was visited by the General. It was resolved 
by them tltat the united efforts of the fleet and the army should bo directed to 
the speedy capture of Chillumbrum, and orders were issued for landing the 
l)attering train. But no sooner had Eyre Coote returned to camp than tidings 
rciiched him of the presence of Uyder’s whole army within a distance of a few 
miles. “The grounds they occupied, naturally strong and commanding, were 
rendered much more formidable by most of the spots that would admit of it 
to advantage being strengthened with front apd flanking batteries erected with 
judgment and despatch by Hyder Ally’s corps appropriated for such services. 
Large bodies of cavalry, who had from our arrival at Porto Novo hovered 
round our camp, rendered it impracticable for even a single bircarrah to 
return with any intelligence to be depended on of cither the strength or posi- 
tion of the enemy’s batteries. Our grand guard and other outposts were 
absolutely the boundary and united extent of our knowledge respecting the 
enemy.”* 

The English General had then to choose between a march to seek a battle, 
and to remain dependent for his supplies on the sea. He called a council of war. 
It w'as deterpained to abandon the preparations for a siege, to embark the batter- 
ing guns, and with four days* rice on the soldiers* backs to strike for victory. 
The ships were'to keep near the coast to embark the troops in case of disaster. 
At daybreak, on the 1st of July, the English troops were in motion and soon 
reached an open plain. Finding it covered with the cavalry of the enemy they 
formed in tw'o lines and proceeded in order of battle. They had not advanced 
above a mile when the enemy’s batteries were discovered lying exactly on the 
road of march. Then Eyre Coote, w'hosc coolness never failed him and whose 
military judgment seldom w'as at fault, halted the army for near an hour to 
survey the situation. “ It was necessary,*’ he wrote, ” to explore, if possible, the 
ground on our right, in hopes of its admitting to advance from that point, by 
which we should avoid the enemy’s direct fire from their batteries, and have 
a chance by gaining the left of their posts to turn or other ways command 
them. The principal force of their army was drawn up in the rear of their works, 
extending further on the plain than either eye or horizon could com- 
mand, with large bodies of cavalry in every direction, and their rockets were 
tlirown in numbers to impede and harass our movements. During this inter- 
val of unavoidable inaction, thoroughly to examine their position, we Were 
obliged to suffer a warm cannonade.' Their guns were well served and did execu- 
tion ; we could not afford to throw away any shot to answer then!, having 
occasion for every ..round we had for more decisive service.’ *t 

After mature deliberation Sir Eyre Coote determined to move to the right 
to the eastward of a range of sand-hills which followed the direction of the coast 
at the distance of eleven hundred yards from the sea. After moving in that 
direction for some little distance an opening in the range was discovered through 
which a practicable road had been made by Hyder “ for the purpose of draw- 
ing his guns to a large redoubt about half a mile from the sea. The work 
was far advanced, and required but another day to complete it; J ‘through it 
we proceeded towards the field ; his guns which W'cre under cover, and his 
artillery uncovered in line, galled us considerably as we advanced, but a quick 
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and forward movement seemed aibsolutely necessary.”* After the pass had been 
forced the General again develqped his troops in order of battle. Tlie minute 
was critical. I had* gained the flank of the enemy's batteries, waited with 
impatience under a heavy fire of cannon till I had ascertained that the heights 
in my rear were possessed by the second line, then instantly moved on with the 
first as far as order and an advancing fire of artillery on our side would per- 
mit.”t The enemy’s batteries quickly retired to their lines. Here the conflict 
was maintained for many hours with singular obstinacy. ” The bravery of 
our troops at length carried the point, and the first line forced the enemy’s 
infantry, artillery, and their cavalry to give way, obliging them to seek for 
safety by a retreat.” $ To the gallantry of our native troops the General 
paid a handsome tribute. “ The spirited behaviour,” he wrote, “ of our sepoy (• 
troops did them the greatest credit, no Europeans could be steadier ; they were 
emulous of being foremost on every service it was necessary to undertake.” § 

The advantage of halting till. the second line had taken up their position on 
the sand-hill was made manifest during the engagement. Eyre Coote writes : — 

“ The second line obstinately disputed and with success an attack meditated on 
my rear by many battalions of infantry with their *guns and a very largo 
body of cavalry. The different efforts made to force and charge the rear corps 
of the second line were all repulsed, the heights disputed carried and kept 
possession of, by which the advancing corps were left at liberty to push the 
tmemy in front advantageously. The possessing the heights also prevented 
their proceeding towards the sea to attempt our baggage ; it was from thence 
covered in perfect security and unmolested.” H Owing to the want of cavalry 
the English were unable to take complete advantage of the victory, hut as 
Eyre Coote remarked ; — 

“ Considering the trying situation this army is in, destitute of most of the common 
resources for carrying on service; weak draft and hardly any carriage cattle (our guns in the 
face of the enemy's heaviest fire were through deep sand obliged to be drawn a full mile by 
the soldiers); no provisions but from day to day; pay considerably in arrears; the principal 
part of tli^* Carnatic and its capital in the possession of the enemy ; our armies in different 
parts of India having also unfortunately received cheeks; an enemy in great force to deal 
with, whose rapid success has strengthened his cause with the natives to an alarming degree; 
no proper force of cavalry on our side, and not half carriage sufficient for our wouuded and 
sick. These things considered, I think I may venture to say that fairly to beat Hyder on his 
chosen fortified ground was as much as could be expectod."1[ 

The consequences of the victory proved highly important. Hyder aban- 
doned his design on the southern provinces : Tippoo raised the siege of Wande- 
wash ; and both retired with the whole of their army to the neighbourhood of 
Arcot. The Bengal brigade under the skilful guidance of Colonel Pearse was 
marching along the coast and shortly after the battle of Porto Novo it reached 
Pulicat, an inlet of the sea, distant about thirty miles from Madras. Hyder 
detached Tippoo to intercept him, but Coote, with a wretched equipment and a 
small force daily diminishing from sickness, marched one hundred and fifty miles 
and formed a junction with the relieving force. The reinforcement added greatly 
to his numerical strength, but it was not accompanied by the number of draught 
oxen requisite to drag the guns and convey the provisions. Eor want of trans- 
port Coote could not attempt the two main objects of the campaign — the relief 
of Vellore and the siege of Arcot. Hyder had now raarcln d the w hole of his army 
to oppose his return and taken up his position on the field where exactly a 
twelvemonth before he had defeated Baillie's detachment. The astrologers 
assured him it was a lucky spot and a lucky day. On the 26th of August, with 
Hoe sufficient for a few days carried on the backs of the men, Eyre Coote mareh- 
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ed oivce more to fight Hyder on the ground selected by himself. The result 
of the battle was doubtful, and both parties claimed the riotory by firing a 
salute. The next month, however, Eyre Ooote again engaged Hyder at Solin- 
ghur and totally defeated him. After relieving Vellore, the English army was 
compelled, from the bursting of the monsoon and want of food, to enter into 
cantonments near Madras. Thus closed a campaign signalised by many 
combats won by a handful of veterans whose courage responding to their 
General’s genius had bafiSed all the plans of Hyder. 

Months of toil and combat had completely shattered the health of Eyre 
Coote. He wrote to the Board : “ With respect to myself, my state of health 
is so bad that for these sixteen days past I have been in a manner confined 
to my bed, and such is the nature of ray indisposition, and so much is my 
constitution impaired by the fatigues and anxieties which I have undergone 
in one of the severest campaigns I have ever served, now about thirteen months, 
that I have little hopes given me of recovery but by a retirement from busi- 
ness. It is my intention, therefore, to embrace the first favourable oppor- 
tunity of returning to Bengal for the re-establishment of my health.”* *^The 
grave tidings that reached him from Vellore however led him to abandon his in- 
tention and to incur all risks to relieve it. On the 2nd of January he placed 
himself at the head of the army ; on the 6th he, was found senseless in his tent 
smitten by a stroke of apoplexy. “ For nearly two hours, during which little hope 
was entertained of his recovery, the despondency painted on every countenance, 
and particularly on those of the native troops, whose attachment and confidence 
exceeded the bounds of human veneration, and who could with difliculty be 
restrained from transgressing the limits of decorum to satisfy their anxiety, 
presented altogether a scene of mournful interests. Expresses to Madras ex- 
cited a corresp(>nding degree of apprehension ; an earnest entreaty from the 
Government urged his immediate return, ‘for the preservation of a life so 
valuable to the State,’ and Colonel Lang was ordered to take eventual charge 
of the army. While the Government waited with impatience for the return 
of the General, intelligence was brought that he had marched on the next 
morning for the relief of Vellore, so far recovered as to admit of his being 
carried in a palanquin.”t ® 


Nothing of importance occurred till the 9tb, when the army of Hyder ap- 
peered m great force posted on the other side of the river Poonyr. On Coote cross- 
ing the stream the enemy struck their camp and marched away, but next dav 
they appeared again just as the convoy was passing a swamp which had to 
be crossed. “ The attacking our baggage and convoy for Vellore was apparently 
theur grand object, and the guarding this, not to be repaired, often required the 
utmost circumspection. They made their attack supported by a number of heavy 
guns cannonading at a great distance ; just at this time, the first line had 
crossed a deep morass w'hich impeded both our train, rice carts, and bullocks Very 
much. The different brigades were immediately ordered to be posted so as 
o keep the enemy in check on all sides while our convoy passed the bad 
ground. Ihe whole got over safe and was secured at the head of our lines ”1 
That evening the English army halted four miles off VeUore and the next 
naorning encamped beneath its walls. “ The provisions and stores to be deposited 
in the garrison will be lodged there this afternoon, and as the object of our 
march is now happily conipleted, I shall set off on my return to-morrow 
morning. Ihe spirit of the tr^ps in this service does them the greatest honour 
This IS the day the comm^ding officer of Vellore acquainted both Govern- 
ment and me that it was absdutely necessary to be relieved, that lie could not 
hold out an hour longer. § Having relieved the garrisovi, Eyre Coote began 
his return march to Madras. When he reached the morass^he again found 
Hyder in full force prepared to dispute his passage. He tried “by a quick 
movement m his heavy and numerous train of artillery would permit to get 
. r enough our rear <^rps, cannonade them advantageously before they were 
clear of the bad ground, and also to annoy our last line while t% tew^S 
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to cover the rear. His 24 and iS-pounders, commanding a much more consi- 
derable distonce than our light 6*1 and 12*s, gives him an opportunity of attempt- 
ing these distant cannonades with an idea of some success, and Hyder always 
takes care to be certain that there is impeding or impassable ground between 
his array and ours : thus he is always sure of its being optional with hirh to 
draw off bis guns in safety before our army can act offensively to advantage. 
Our troops sustained a heavy cannonade for three hours, happily with little loss. 
The instant the rear and baggage had crossed the morass, I posted my baggage 
and stores close to an adjoining hill, leaving for their protection a strong corps 
with fourteen 6 and 3 ~pounders, and pushed on the army over high ground by 
the nearest possible route for the enemy^s main body and guns. I moved off 
from the left lines, in column first, and, as the ground opened sufficiently for 
forming, marched on in line of battle. . This was about four in the afternoon. As 
soon as our army was near enough to do execution, we opened an advancing fire 
of artillery from all parts, and bad the mortification to see the enemy precipi- 
tately draw off. I term it a mortification, for if llyder would have stood and 
risked the chance of war for one hour, his army would, in all probability, have 
been destroyed, such is the ardour and power of the handful of veterans I have 
the honour of commanding, hut truly distressing our situation for the want of 
proper magazines, means of field subsistence and carriage for it.’** 

Three days afterwards llyder again appeared in full foree with an apparent 
intention of offering battle. The invitation was not declined, but after many 
hours spent in manoeuvres intended to force an engagement the English army 
continued its march. On reaching Fort St. George Eyre Coote complained 
bitterly of the negligence of the Madras Government in not furnishing him 
with supplies and transport, lie wrote — “ 1 can have no dependence on the 
armies being found in such a manner as to enable me to conduct it to such 
operations as would produce the most permanent advantages and do that 
justice which my zeal for the interests of the Company and honour of the 
British arms prompts me to. I must resign the task and leave it to the exe- 
cution of some one whose health and abilities may he hotter calculated to 
surmount -those difficulties which I can no longer, in a due regard to the 
cause of the public and my honour and reputation as a soldier, pretend to 
contend again8t.”t 

In October 1781 the President of Fort Marlborough addressed a letter to 
liOrd Macartney congratulating him on his accession to the Government of 
Madras and suggesting the capture of the Dutch settlements. He wrote — 
“The invasion of the Carnatic by Hyder I fear has prevented a total conquest 
of Dutch India. Their settlements, my lord, would have been as easily 
wrested from them as the Portuguese were formerly by this nation. Their 
forts to the eastward generally consist of a square with four bastions, 
without any modern works. Their garrisons chiefly of a motley tribe, without 
discipline, without clothing, and very little pay. Their ofRcors without 
practice, generally the scum of the people, exceedingly ignorant, and dead to 
every feeling excepting to that of smoking and sophi drinking, and so great is 
the economy of their Government that scarce a garrison has a corps of more 
than five or six oflBcers— many two. I confine this account to the eastern 
settlements. Two ships of the line with two frigates and 500 land forces would 
have commanded terms to any garrison, excepting Batavia. Their government 
is evei^where. abhorred by the country people, and I am persuaded the appear- 
ance of ships alone, at some settlements, would occasion a revolt. My lord, 
a^etachmeift of such a squadron during the height of the monsoon would 
answer two purposes, not only distressing the enemy, hut recruiting your own 
strength, for, as Dutch soldiers consist generally of Germans, they would all 
enlist under your colours, and I am persuaded if Sir Edward Hughes would 
send this small squadron to Batavia roads, he would soon man his fleet. 4! 
liOrd Maoartitey contrary to the advice of Sir Byre Coote adopted the sugges- 
tiem of his correspondent and equipped an expedition from Tan j ore and Madras 
which was commanded by Sir Hector Munro. Negapatam, the principal settle- 
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ment of the Dutch on the Ooromandal Coast, wafl captured in November, and two 
months .after Trincomaloe tlio finest harbour in Ceylon was also taken from 
them. 

The day tliat Admiral Hughes anchored at Madras after the capture 
of Trincomalee, a French fleet, consisting of twelve' ships of the line and 
eighteen others under the command of Admiral Suifrein, reached the coast. ’ 
On the 15th they came in sight of Madras. The English fleet had consisted of 
six ships of the line, but the day after its return it had been fortunately 
reinforced by three ships from England. The French Admiral hoped to destroy 
the English squadron in the roads of Fort St. George, but finding it more 
numerous than he expected, he “hauled away to the southward.” • The 
English fleet in spite of the disparity in numbers followed without hesitation. 
The day was spent in an exciting chase ^fter the transports. The next morn- 
ing the English admiral made the signal to form in lino of battle. But it 
was late in the afternoon before “ the action became general from our centre 
to our rear, the commanding ship of the enemy with three others of their 
second line leading down on our centre, yet never at any time during the 
action advancing further than opposite to the Superb’s (our centre ship) 
chestree and beam, and M'e having little or no wind and some heavy rain during 
that time.” t 

“ Under these circumstances the enemy brought eight of their best ships 
to the attack of five of ours as the van of our line, consisting of the Monmouth^ 
Eagle, Burford, and Worcester, could not be brought into action without 
tacking on the enemy, and although the signal for that purpose was at the 
mast-head ready for hoisting, there was neither wind sufficient to enable them 
to tack, nor for the five ships then engaged with the enemy, hard pressed, and 
much disabled in their sails and rigging, to follow them, without an almost 
certainty of separating our van from our rear. At six in the afternoon a squall 
of wind from the south-east took our ships and paid them round head on to 
the enemy to the north-eastward, when the engagement was renewed with 
great spirit and alacrity from our starboard guns, and at twenty-five minutes 
past six the enemy hauled on their wind to the north-east and ceased firing.” J 

Tlie anxiety of the Board was greatly relieved by receipt of the admiral’s 
despatch, “and deeming the advantages gained by our ships in taking the 
Lnuriston and rescuing a number of prizes caj)tured by the enemy, and in 
silf'ncing their fire after an action of two hours and a half under a great dis- 
parity of numbers as equal to a victory, ordered that a general discharge of 
the artillery in the garrison of Fort William be made to-morrow morning in 
coi.imemoration of this event.” § The Council also wrote a letter of the 
warmest congratulations to Sir Edward Hughes. They stated — “ In a word, we 
regard your action with the French fleet as the crisis of our fate in the 
Carnatic, and in the result of it we see that province relieved and preserved, 
and the permanency of the British power in India firmly establish. For 
such important services to the nation and to the Company we, as their 
representatives, offer you our warmest acknowledgments and our sincerest 
congratulations on your success and the glory you have acquired in obtain- 
ing it.” II 

The roar of the cannon proclaiming the naval victory had scarcely ceased 
when evil tidings reached the Board from Madras. Colonel Braithwaite, who, 
after the capture of Negapatam was protecting with a small detachment chiefly 
consisting of sepoys the territory of Tanjore, allowed himself to be sqrrounded l^y 
the army of Tippoo. For twenty-eight hours, the scanty ^orce successfully sus- 
tained a desperate conflict. Then the charge of Lally and his four hundred 
Europeans threw the sepoys into confusion and the little army was compelled to 
surrender.f The troops of Tippoo were reinforced by the arrival of two thousand 
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Frenchmen ; and Cuddalore, whose whole garrison consisted only of fourteen 
hundred sepoys and five artillerymen, was forced to capitulate. The loss was 
serious because it afforded a convenient station, both naval and military, to the 
French. On the 10th of April the English army once again took the field. Its 
veteran Chief wrote to the Government at Madras — “ My lord and gentlemen, 
I have a weight upon my shoulders that almost bears me down. Worn out 
in constitution, I feel myself unequal to the constant fatigues and anxieties 
attending my situation. I shall, however, endeavour as far as lays in my 
power to stem the torrent that seems almost ready to overwhelm us, not doubting 
of your exertions to assist my labours.” * On the 24ith his army reached 
Wandewash, where, twenty-six years before, the old warrior had defeated Lally. 
But Ilyder refused to fight him on the old battle ground, and Eyre Cooto march- 
ing in the direction of Pondicherry, found Hyder and his French auxiliaries 
strongly posted in the neighbourhooft of Kellinoor. To attack the enemy on 
his chosen and fortified ground would have been a rash act, and the English 
general wisely determined to attempt a movement which should draw them 
from their position and compel them to fight on more equal terms. He 
therefore, on the 30th of May, marched against Arni, Hyder*8 great magazine, 
feeling certain that this would draw him from his strong position. The result 
verified the correctness of his conception. Early in the morning on the 2nd of 
June, just as the English army were about to encamp near the fort, the I’oar 
of cannon upon the rear informed the general of the presence of the enemy. 
His baggage was in a hollow with commanding ground all around. Soon a 
heavy fire opened upon him from every quarter in front. After extricating the 
baggage with some difficulty, and placing it well protected on the banks of a 
tank, Eyre Coote ordered the army to advance in two lines towards that part of 
the rising ground upon which the enemy appeared in greatest force. But 
tidings that the main body of the enemy was inclining to the right to attack 
his rear, compelled Eyre Coote to alter his original disposition. The manoeuvre 
having been executed with the greatest celerity and correctness, the English 
army again advanced. The enemy no sooner observed it in motion towards 
them than they retreated. After advancing a couple of miles and having taken 
possession of the heights originally occupied by the enemy, the English 
general halted the troops in order that the baggage should be brought ujp 
under cover of the line. When this had been accomplished after an hour’s 
halt, the English again advanced. The enemy retreated in confusion. About 
sunset our troops came upon a part of their rear, superintending the crossing 
of some of their guns in the bed of a river. 

“I ordered,” wrote Eyre Coole, "a fire to be opened upon them. Upon observing 
iniire attentively it was perceived that they had halted to cover the crossing of some of their 
guns or tumbrels then in the bed of the river. Being at this titno advaiice<l considerably 
beyond the ground of encampment we had left in the morning, I sent orders for the baggage 
to assemble at a plice. contiguous thereto which had been reconnoitred for it the preceding 
day, and for the cavalry, as soon as they could be dispensed with, to loin me. In the interim 
1 ordered the grenadiers of the 78rd, under the Hoii’ble Captain liiiidsay supported by the 
other European corps and a Bengal regiment of sepoys under Major Blaine, to push across the 
river and to drive the enemy from the opposite banks, whicli was pei formed with great alacrity 
and spirit by the whole of the corps, and with the most exemplary ardour by the grenadiers of 
the 78 rd who led the attack, and who received a scattered fire of musketry from the enemy as 
they approached. They gave way on all sides and left us in possession of one gun, a long 
braes eix-pounder, five tumbrels full of ammunition, and two carts of shot. The corps con- 
tinued the pursuit with great eagerness until they had gone upwards of a mile beyond the 
river, but could not come up with the enemy. However, they pressed them so close tl. at it is 
out of doubt could even half our small body of cavalry been employed that day with the line, 
dt had it beeif possible for them after receipt of my orders to have ioined me in time, not only 
more guns would have be«n taken but the whole or greatest part of Lally s corps have fallen 

into our hands. When the cavalry did join, the enemv had so dispereed and got to so groat a 
distance, that no attempt could be made upon them with the smallest prospect of success. T 

Want of cavalry and want of provisions prevented the Einglish commander 
takinsi the greatest advantage of his victory. He wrote “ It has 
liMn my misfortune ever since I took the field, on the event of every success, 
to have'^uso to lament my inability to pursue the advantages open from victory 
for wdnt of a sufficiency of provisions. On the present occasion, ha,tl 1 pos- 
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sessed the means of subsistence, I could not only have driven Hyder up the 
Ghauts, but most probably have got hold of 'hi^ grand magazine of Arni which 
would ibost assuredly have so far ended the war as to have checked his imme- 
diately returning in force to the Carnatic, whilst it would have given to this 
army that very support which at this moment maintains his.”* 

The same express which brought the Board news of Eyre Ooote’s successful 
action near Arni, also brought a despatch from the admiral containing a graphic 
account of a hard fought action with the French fleet. After the first engage- 
ment the English fleet had returned to Madras at the beginning of March. 
Towards the end of that month the French admiral left Porto Novo to attack 
a fleet of English Indiamen which had appeared on the coast. Sir Edward 
Hughes on hearing of this movement immediately got under weigh, and the day 
after leaving Madras “ fell in with His Majesty’s ships Sultan and Magnanme 
and their convoy of seven of the Company's outward bound ships, and a French 
prize. Tho convoy I immediately despatched to Madras roads, and took with 
me the Sultan and Magnanime, steering a direct course for Trincomalee, in order 
to land the military stores and reinforcement of troops for that garrison, deter- 
mined not to seek the enemy’s squadron till that service was first performed, 
nor to shun them if they fell in my way.”t 

On the 8th April, the English admiral discovered the enemy’s squadron 
consisting of eighteen sail, but as his first object was to relieve Trincomalee, he 
held on his course, and the French followed. On the 11th, Sir Edward 
Hughes made the island of Ceylon about fifteen miles to the southward of 
Trincomalee, and bore away for that place. 

“On the 12th at daybreak, having altered the position of the enemy’s squadron and 
given them the wind by bearing away, I saw them crowding all tho sail they could after us, 
and their copper^- bottom ships coming fast up with our rear, on which I immediately deter- 
mined to engage them. At 9 in the forenoon 1 made the signal for the line of battle ahead ou 
the starboard taek at two cables’ length distanco, tho enemy’s squadron then bearing north by 
east, distant about 6 miles, and the wind at north by east, they continued manocuveriog their 
ships and changing their position in their line till 15 minutes past noon, when they bore down 
to engage His Majesty’s squadron; one sail of them, stretching along to engage oVir ships in 
the van, and the other seven sails steering directly on our centre, the Superb, with the Monmouth 
her second ahGa<l,and the Monarca her second astern ; at half ])ast one the engagement began in 
the van of both squadrons, and at three minutes after, I made the signal for a general engage- 
ment ; the French admiral and his second astern boro down on the Superb within pistol shot, 
where he continued giving and receiving a severe fire for nine minutes, and then stood on, 
greatly damaged, to attack the Monmouth, at that time engaged with another of the enemy’s 
ships, and made room for the ships in his rear to draw up to the attack of our centre, where 
the engagement was warmest. At 3, the Monmouth lost her main and mizzen-masts, and drew 
out of the line to leeward of our squadron. At 40 minutes past 3, being near the shore, I 
made the signal for tiie squadron to wear and haul their wind in aline of battle ahead on the 
larboard tack still engaging the enemy. At 40 minutes past 6, being in slioal water and fear- 
ing the Monmouth might drift too near shore, I made the signal for the squadron to prepare to 
anchor and hauled down the signal for the line of battle. At 40 minutes past 6 the enemy’s 
squadron in great disorder drew off to the eastward, and the engagement ceased, at which time 
1 anchored with His Majesty’s squadron in order to repair our damages, which on board the 
Superb and Monmouth were very great indeed, both in their hulls, masts, sails, and rigging, 
nor had any one ship of the squadron escaped without great injury in her hull and masts, and 
all were much torn in their sails and riggiDg.”:^ 

For seven days the two fleets lay within shot of each other too disabled to 
fight or to sail. Then the English squadron returned to Trincomalee and the 
French to a Dutch port. Alter having “refitted the several ships of the squad- 
ron, and taken on board such of our recovered men as could be serviceable, the 
English fleet returned, at the end of June, to Negapatam to watch i;he enemyjs 
8quadron.”§ On the 6th of J uly the two fleets again came in sight, and another 
desperate contest took place. It ended in serious loss on both sides, but 
without the capture of any ships. The French were however comuelled to 
abandon all idea o/ capturing Negapatam. * 

The admiral in his letter announcing his engagement with, the ftenoh 
fleet congratulated the Board “ most sincerely on the peace concluded between 
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the Company and the MahrattaS/'* After long and intricate negotiations and 
a succession of disappointment oh the 17tii of May the treaty of Salbai was 
concluded with Sindia.^--i^ territories conquered from the Peishwa, subse- 
quent to the treatjLQi-x&andhar, were to be restored; the Nizam and Hyder 
Ali were also to restore* the territories they liad taken from the English, and 
all Europeans, except the English and Portuguese, were to be excluded from 
the Mahratta dominions. Broach was given to Sindia for his humanity to 
the English after the convention of Wargaum.and he became guarantee for the 
due fulfilment of the treaty by the contracting parties. Eyre Coote on receiving 
intelligence of the treaty of Salbai wrote and informed llyder what had taken 
place. The Mysore Chief replied with considerable sarcasm — “ I have received 
your obliging letter wherein you observe that the news of the treaty of 
alliance and friendship which has taken place between the Peishwa and the 
English must have been known to me because my name is included therein, 
all of which I perfectly comprehend. Without giving me notice, how is it 
possible that my name can be included ? He requested that an envoy should 
be sent to him with a copy of the treaty and Eyre Coote acceded to his request. 
The account of the interview between Hyder Ali and the envoy is of con- 
siderable interest, and raises our opinion of the frankness and determination of 
the Mysore Chief. After stating that ho had heard that the English general 
W'as a groat and gallant commander and an excellent man, Hyder plunged at 
once into business. It was never any wdsh of his to quarrel with the English, 
but he had been driven to it by their want of faith. The envoy urged that 
he was the first to infringe the treaty, and Hyder replied — 

I will t«ll you who it was that transgressed the treaty. In the first place it was stipu- 
lated that we should mutually assist each other, and tliey agreed to lend me troops. When 
therefore the Mahrattrrs had entered my country 1 wrote to them a variety of ways, desiring 
them to send me succours. I ti reply they at first told me they mould send them, they would 
send them, and after some time they said they had written to Europe and expected orders from 
thence. To this I urged that it would be a year and six months before their orders could ho 
obtained from Europe, and of what use would their succours be then ? The Governor's 
answer wae that without orders from Europe they could do nothing. And yet at lengih after 
a long time had elapsed they pretended that till then they had received no directions. In this 
manner have they framed excuses to evade this article of the treaty. In the next place I 
told them not to go against Mah^, they said they would not, and yet they went. I know not 
who they are that presume to enter and raise disturbances in my boundaries."t 


The envoy attempted to justify the attack on Mahd on the ground that the 
English and Erench were at war, and tlvat the Madras Government were acting 
under orders from home. In passing through Hyder’s territory they did him 
no injury. Hyder replied — 

“ In thoSe sea-ports of mine that are large, the English, French, Dutch, Danes, and all 
the European nations have factories. If then the English factory should there be attacked by 
any.of the rest, ought I to sit au uncoucerned spectator? Surely not; but to proceed. — A 
third point is, that the people at Tellicherry are always supplying Nayem Ra with guns and 
ammunition and encouraging him by tliat means to wage war with me. What treaty can sub- 
sist when such unreasonable proceedings take place on our side ? What friendship can ever 
be maintained between you and me? But, besides all this, every year or two a new Governor 
comes out and does whatever he takes it into his head to do without any regard to Ireaties or 
engagements, but only to what happens to strike him ns advisable. In this case the Company 
I acknowledge is one Company, they are not divided, but while these people that come hither 
continue to pursue such measures, what dependence is there on a treaty ? It was on these 
accounts that I took it into my head, that though it should cost me crores of rupees I would 
spend it in destroying and laying waste your country till never a lamp was left to burn there, 
and having formed this resolution, I wrote to my vakeel that I should certainly come into 
the Carnatic, But though he went and reported this, it was neither believed nor attended to. 
An European vakeel, hoyever, came from Madras, and presented roe, as- you do now, with a 
fine series of arguments, telling me thei/ and J ought to be Jrtends, and a great deal 

more to that effect. In answer to all which I told him immediately, m plain terms, that I posi- 
tively would visit the Carnatic, and that on his way back to Madras ho would see my cavalry 
and artillery in readiness. With this plain message 1 sent him back, and I have 
mv word. 1 have come, and for these two years have desolated your whole country and burnt 
all to Mhes.* In future, too, you will know what I can do, for what care I if it cost me ten 
sI»..Tr«pM. more tbM It... .pent draid,; iodsed, will ..Her, but to mo it » . 
■ trifle, or notbiD'g."§ 
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The envoy asked what Hyder expected to ^ain if he spent another ten orores 
of rupees on the war. “ Do you think the En^ish will ever be crushed by you ? 
Or the 'Carnatic become yours ? Do you expect to see ‘it even in a dream ? 
No ! be assured, this is a vain idea.” Hyder replied — “ What I had to 
do I have done. Madras only remains, and what {?reat matter is that ? ”• 
He desired to know if the envoy had brought a copy of the treaty which he 
was told had been concluded between the Poona ministry and the English, 
and in which his name was included. The envoy remarked that the ship 
bringing a Persian copy had been captured, that those which had reached 
them were in English, and that they had not forwarded him a translation 
as it might prove inaccurate, but that he had furnished him with a verbal 
detail of the particulars of the treaty. Hyder retaliated with warmth— “ [ 
am not a boy that, after spending erpres of rupees and undergoing tluf 
fatigue of two years’ war, I should quif the Carnatic and set your people 
at Uberty, merely on the strength of youy information.” He knew nothing 
of the treaty which had been signed, but before four months elapsed the Englisli 
would know the value of a treaty with the Mabrattas. “ Do you know,” In* 
asked, “ what engagements the Poona ministry have entered into with me ?’* 
I told him “ No.’* “ Hear then,” said he, “ I will tell you : I was to expunge 

the English name from the Carnatic, and they engaged to take charge of 
Bengal. This was what, we agreed upon, and to this day the letters that come 
from there are to the same ofIeGt.”t As to the material assistance that the 
Nizam and Mabrattas could afford the English he professed to attach no 
importance to it : Ho said “ You will march four coss in a day, more you 
cannot for your lives, and so keep trotting after me all round the country ; my 
business in ' the meantime I shall take care to dispatch. I shall lay all waste 
around you, thjs will be my employment, aud then you do your best. Bring 
the Nizam and the Mabrattas to help you, and see what you can do. You were 
all three united for a time once before, and what did it end in ? And what 
think you will it oomo to in future ? Why, each will go back the same way 
he came.”$ 

A second audience was held the next day, and for an hour and a half the 
English envoy reiterated his arguments as to the advantages which would 
accrue to Hyder from making peace. The Mysore Chief listened patiently 
and at the close of the discourse declared that it was his wish to settle the dis- 
pute and contract a hearty friendship with the English. “ My friendship,” he 
declared, “ will not be like that of the Mabrattas and the Nizam. You have 
now, you say, secured that of the former, but take my word for it, you will 
discover, iu four or five months more, how far it is to be relied upon. When 
they have not observed one dot of the treaty they made with me, why should 
you imagine their attachment to you will he more durable ? There is no occa- 
sion for mCt however, to tell you this : you will be sufficiently apprised of it 
when the time comes. A sight of the letters and papers that come constantly 
to me from thence, which you may see if you please, vrould alone convinc*o 
you.”§ Hyder declared himself willing to make a treaty of peace, but he 
refused to close the war by merely agreeing to the Poona treaty. “I 
have not entered,” he remarked, “ the Carnatic and made war here for 
these two years past merely for the purpose of going out as I came, and if I 
chose to do so, there would surely be no need of waiting for your orders ; 
rather than do that I will stay two years more. I care not for the ex- 
pense, nor do I expect to get any money out of the Carnatic. That is no object 
with me, for when the English troops formerly entered my country^ I did not 
scruple even then to bum and lay waste the whole territory in which they march- 
ed. But you are undone if your country is not in a condition to yield revenue ; 
for what avails it that you possess a forr, like that of Vellore for instance, with- 
out being able to realize anything from its dependencies ?”|1 He argued that aa 
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in the treaty with the Mahrattas and the Nizam, the English had agreed 
to the surrender of territory, he Jiad a right to expect the same terms. It was 
in vain that the envoy urged that it was to the Mahrattas only the English had 
agreed to restore the country they had taken from them, and that they had 
not invaded nor destroyed any English possession. On this point Hyder 
remained firm and would listen to no overtures. Sindia had written to him as 
to his real intention with regard to the Poona treaty. “ My answer to him 
is, that let that measure take place w'hen it may, I am bent upon war.”* 

Eyre Coote finding that Hyder would not withdraw his demands, Deatii of 
closed the negotiations, and with lus troops returned to Madras. The time 
had come when he must leave the veterans ho had so often led to victory. 

He had begun the . campaign broken in health, and the toils and anxieties 
of war had quite undermined bis ^constitution. The doctors informed him 
that his only hope of recovery was a sea voyage and change of air j and it was 
with no common pain that he obeyed their commands and set sail for Bengal. 


He had not long left the scene of war when tidings reached the Board ofj 
the death of his great antagonist. Worn out by the fatigues of the campaign and! 
sulfering from a cancer, Ilyder Ali expired in his eightieth year. A bitter andl 
inveterate foe of England, he possessed some of those qualities u’hich Englishmen! 
admire. He had received from nature excellent parts, vast muscular strength j 
and unflinching courage. He was a bold and skilful horseman and no on(^ 
outdid him as a marksman. His education had not been such as to developc hisj 
understanding. He could not read nor write any language, but he spoke Can-j 
arese, Mahratta, Telugu, and Tamil, was his own prime minister, and in[ 
the business of the State w'as most assuluous. He had the talent of choosingl 
his servants well, and treated them with generosity if they served his ambition,' 
but with ruthless severity if they interfered with his glory. His temper , wasj 

E urely intcl.lig.QjsuP'l and w’as alfccted neither by pity nor passion. ^ No act w'as too; 

ase or cruel for him to commit in the pursuit of his aim, the prosperity and great-; 
ness of the empire which he founded. The rising pow'er of the English threat-' 
ened, ho ’considered, its security ; and he carried merciless devastation into their! 
dominions. With singular pertinacity he w'arred against them for years, but at the! 
close of life he felt he was engaged in a hopeless conflict. After his death, his son : 
Tippoo found in the folds of his father's turban a small scrap of paper on which! 
wore written the following words : “ I have gained nothing by the war with 
the English, but am now, alas, no longer alive. If you, through fear of disturb- 
ances in your own kingdom repair thither, without having previously con- 
cluded peace with the English, they will certainly follow’ you and carry the : 
war into your country. On this account, therefore, it is better first to make ; 
peace on whatever terms you can procure, and then go to your own country.” 1 1 


. Tippoo, however, did not hearken to the advice of his father, and conti- 
nued the war. It might have been brought to a close if the English had 
struck a decisive blow. But General Stuart, who succeeded to the command of 
the Madras army, after the departure of Eyre Coote, wasted valuable time in 
altercation with the civil authority. With a better equipped army than Sir Eyre 
Coote ever commanded, he allowed sixty days to pass without making any 
forward movement, and when he did move liis only action was to destroy the 
fortifications of three forts which Eyre Coote was most anxious to preserve. 
The Madras Government were not desirous to conduct the w’ar to a successful 
issue hut were bent on making peace on any terms. They sent an envoy 
to negotiate with Tippoo, and requested from the Supreme Government full 
and special powers tq conclude a peace with Tippoo. The request aroused the 
anger of Hastings. He wrote:— 

“ After bBving lost the most favourable occasion that could be wished for expelling the 
■Mvsoreansout of the Carnatic, and even preventing Hyder's son from succeeding to any 
considerable part of the power of his father, you now request to be invested with powers to 
acknowlfedffe*'fippoo as the representative of Hyder, and to yield to him whatever his ^ther 
iif all his iwwer,*^amidst all our distresses, was subjected to resign by the treaty which we had 
concluded with the Mahrattas. 
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prosperous voyage the vessel was approaching Madras wlien at dusk four ships 
were perceived eteering the same course. At the break of day it was dis- 
covered that they wore enemies. “ For the four following days, it being full 
moon, the night as clear as the day, the chase was most indefatigably pur- 
sued; fresh breezes were in the day, calnfa in the night; in the former 
we had, in spite of their number, the apparent heels of them, but in the 
calms the frigates by making use of their sweeps and tow-boats always 
regained their distance; during the whole chase the four ships were never 
nearer us than one league, nor further distant than five, till the last day, wlien 
we ran two of them out of sight.”t But the' suspense proved too great for 
the shattered constitution of Eyre Coote. “ On the third day, big with the fate 
of the service, wrapt up with his country's cause, and feeling, I believe, his own 
consequence and the benefit the enemy would reap if they captured him, his 
family also on board, and a thousand other points crowded on his shattered 
frame ; the trial proved too great, and the General dropt on deck, struck with 
a paralytic stroke ; from that day, he has been as ill as mortality is capable of 
enduring ; hon^ver, thank God, we have got him on shore, better than could 
have been expected, and I have hopes that he may yet recover the use of his 
right side, and be otherwise in time reinstated.^t The hopes w^ere not destined 
to be realised. On the 27th April 1783, Colonel Owen wrote : “ Your good 
and great general, Sir Eyre Coote, is no more, worn down by sever'e illness 
and fatigue both of body and mind, a very martyr to the public cause. He 
this afternoon about five o’clock, resigned his breath, thank God, seeming with- 
out pain ; his last two days were remarkably placid and serene.”§ To his native 
land in the spring which followed his death were taken the remains of Eyre 
Coote and buried in the quiet village of Rockwood in Hampshire. A sumptu- 
ous monument was erected in Westminster Abbey to commemorate his worth. || 

' He was a brave soldier and a great captain. His military acquirements were 
extensive, both from study and experience, and his movements were bold, com- 
prehensive, and cautious. With cool reflection he planned his operations and 
with unflinching resolution, amidst appalling difficulties, he executed them. In 
him daring valour was combined with patience and sweetness of temper. In the 
ihour of danger and trial his singular serenity roused the hopes of his veterans, 
and his unafiVeted kindness and consideration for them won the affection of 
jthe European soldiers and made him the idol of the native troops. 

The death of Eyre Coote was a severe blow to Hastings' plans of retrieving 
the desperate state of the Carnatic, Rut his resolution never faltered to conduct 
vigorously the war against Tippoo ; and he wrote to the Madras Government abso- 
lutely forbiddi ng them to mak 3 peace with the Mysore Chief. The Poona Govern- 
ment had, after many months’ delay, ratified the Trtiaty of Salbai, and Hastings 
hoped that by the aid of the Nizam and the Mahrattas a single campaign vigor- 
ously conducted should lead to his overthrow. But General, 3tuart was incapable 
of vigorous action, and Lord Macartney was bent on making peace. When news 
reached India that the French had concluded peace with the English, the Govern- 
or of Madras again wrote to the Supreme Government asking for power to ar- 
range a treaty with Tippoo. Hastings replied : “ YgjixequirfiLQur tr ynt 
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“It avails the interests of Great Britain in India bi/ii little that your President, in a Jong 
minute on tlie 1 Ith of Febru.ary last, appears sensible of ^he hiippy opportunity which has been 
lost for the recovery of the Cnrnntic, and the expulsion of our natural enemies ; records of 
laborious alteroatious, stinging invective, and mutual oompluint are no satisfaction to the pub- 
lic in compensation for a uegloct that may cost millions, and ppon a field where immense 
sums had been expended to maintain our footing.”* 

The uneasiness caused by the tidings from Madras led Hastings once more 
to appeal to the patriotism of Ejre Coote. He asked liim to resume command of 
the army in the field. Though his health had not recovered from the fatigues 
and anxieties of the late campaign Sir Eyre Coote acceded to the request 
and embarked on board the liesolute for Fort St. Georce. After a rapid and 
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with Tippoo on the basis of the ^ahratta treaty, and the paciGcation which has 
lately taken place in Europe. By both these authorities peace is already formally 
concluded with Tippoo if he will accept of peace, and by the former the Peishwa 
is bound to compel him ^ it if he shall refuse; therefore we cannot consent to 
any direct and independent treaty with Tippoo, nor to any conclusive agreement 
whatsoever which you may make with him, except for a cessation of hosti- 
lities.’** He added ; “ Respecting your claim on Tippoo for a reimbursement of 
the expenses of the war, and a compensation for the losses sustained by the 
invasion of the Carnatic, we can only express our astonishment at your making 
it the subject of a serious proposal, and of serious reproach to us for omitting 
it in our treaty with the Mahrattas ; but, in short, bad it been ever practicable, 
your mode of proceedings would have effectually defeated every chance of 
obtaining it. To solicit peace in order to claim a reimbursement for the ex- 
penses of the war is a new doctrine in n^otiation which will not answer in 
India, and we doubt of its efficacy dn any country.’*! The letter closes with the 
emphatic remark : “ We have only again to repeat that we will not consent^ 
to your making any direct treaty of peace with 'Kppoo Sahefi.’^f Lord Macart-t 
he^ conTrary To these express orders, continued negotiations with Tippoo, but- 
the Mysore Chief for three months treated his proposals with silent contempt.! 

At length the gallant capture of Cannanore by a small body of English troops, §h’mtyvrit’n Tippoo 
and the want of success wliich attended, his own armtf, led IHppoo to consentj 
to negotiate a treaty which was signed on the 11th of March 1784. The terms] 
were'^a mutual restoration of all conquests, and a severe struggle of fourj 
years left neither of the contending parties with any ^vantage. The treaty ,| 
though it made a temporary peace, was a provocation to future war. It;; 
entailed the necessity of another conflict to correct the arrogance with which)' 
it inspired Tippoo. 

PEasting8_jihjec.tfid.to the form of thatreaty, as it made no mention of the HastinKs’ 
Na wabof Arcot and excluded him froin a participationin.theq)eace.stipulated for “ ® ** 
his dominions. ' This the Governor-General regarded as an avowed usurpation of 
lus ngbTbf sovereignty and subversive of the principles of justice and good faith. 

But he considered peace to be “ an object too valuable to be rejected if it can be 
retained with honour,*’ and he expressed his willingness to sign the treaty pro- 
vided it were accompanied with a declaratory clause which should include the 
Nawab of Arcot as an essential party to it. Hastings also objected to the treaty 
on account of the total omission of the jajawes, 6T. the peishwa. and Mahadajee 
' aTnaiaTw^o liad both striven to compel Tippoo to comply, with the treaty 
o?^aTBaTr'^‘Tlie Mahrattas,” he wrote, “after having manifested to the 
worWfthe decided part they had taken, were left exposed to the consequences 
of Tippoo’s resentment, since the treaty was settled without any provision for 
them^r even allusion to them, although the peace itself was dependent on 
the treaty with Sindia, and was in a great measure, if not absolutely, the 
effect of their vigorous interposition.” In order to. sgothe the. wounded feel- 
ings of Bindia, and to reconcile him to the treaty, Hastings wrote him a letter 
in^Hch' a l tfe^ aecfa tlng that ” the treaty was in every respect conformable to 
that of Salbai,” he endeavoured to make up for the inattention which had been 
shewn to his Government in the form of the treaty by ascribing to 
the Mahratta State that degree of merit in the completion of 
thought was simply their due.ll Hastings’ apprehensions that the Mahrattas 
wouS be offenleJ at their names being omitted from the 
not without foundation. His letter, however, dispelM the 
impression d-eated by the treaty. Hastings wrote— Sindia felt that some 
dilatation of this kifld was necessary not only t®. Ff ®'^®/^® 
of the Mahratta Government in the St 

nished by the inattention shewn towards it by the deputies from ^ • 

Georw hut also to justify himself to the ministers of his superior for having 
led tlem into» measures which, whatever might have been their effect w^th 


objection 

'rcaty. 
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regard to the English Government, had been ^attended with no honour to the 
Mahratta State, and threatened to involve ‘it nn a war with Tippoo, of which 
the first movements were produced by a plan concerted with us, and our parti- 
cipation in it assured under a new engagement, but wbicb they were now left 
to conduct by themselves. So strongly w'as Sindia impressed with these ideas 
that he thought it necessary to desire that a similar declaration should be given' 
to him by the Board.”* And although it was “contrary to the forms of our 
constitution which prescribed that all correspondence with "the princes of India 
should bo carried on through the Governor- General singly,”t Hastings recom- 
mended the Board to authorise him to send Sindia in their name a written 
declaration to the same effect as that contained in bis letter to him. With 
pardonable pride he informed the Board : “ It is in some degree foreign to the 
present subject, yet I cannot refrain from imparting to you the pleasing satis- 
faction w'hicli I myself fool in observing the great and evident change that has 
within these few years taken plnce with segard to our Government in the 
opinions and dispositions of the principal powejs of Hindustan. We seem now 
to have regained our proper weight in the political system, and the neighbour- 
ing States, who formerly shrunk from our advances, are eager to participate in 
our views, and to connect their interests with ours.’^l 

The great change, to use his modest words, that had taken place was due to 
the courage and statesmYinship of Hastings. Menaced by foes on all sides, ill- 
supported by his masters, surrounded by colleaeues who thwarted, embarrassed 
and intrigued against him, he contrived by his individual energies to raise the 
Company from being a body of merchants and adventurers into the most 
powerful State in the politics of India. Englishmen have grown so accus- 
tomed to being the masters of India that they have not sufficiently realised 
the difficulty <5f Hastings’ task, or the genius of the man whose far sight first 
saw and w'liosc brave and confident patience realised this i*omantic idea of his 
country’s greatness. As he told the House of Commons : — 

“ The valour of others acquired, I enlarged and gave shape and consistency 
to the dominion which you hold there ; I pres<*rved it ; I sent forth Its armies 
with an effectual hut economical hand, through unknown and hostile regions, 
to the support of your other possessions ; to the retrieval of one froha degrada- 
tion and dishonour ; and of the other from utter loss and subjection. I main- 
tained the wars which were of your formation, or that of others, not of mine. 

I won one memher§ of the great Indian confederacy from it by an act of 
seasonable restitution ; with anotherfi I maintained a secret intercourse, and 
converted him into a friend ; a thirds I drew off by diversion and negotiation, 
and employed him as the instrument of peace. When you cried out for peace, 
and your cries were heard by those who were the object of it, I resisted this, 
and every other species of counteraction, by rising in my demands, and accom- 
plished a peace, and I hope everlasting, with one great State and I at least 
afforded the efficient means by which a peace, if not so durable, more season- 
able at least, was accomplished with auother.ft 

“ I gave you all, and you have rewarded me with confiscation, disgrace 
and a life of impeachment.” 

, At the time when Hastings was straining every nerve to baffle the foes of 
England in India, and his efforts were about to he crowned with success, news 
reached him of the severe censures which had been passed on his conduct by 
the Secret Committee of the House of Commons. This was speedily followed 
by intelligence of the subsequent resolution of the House that it was the duty 
of the Directors to recall him. The Court of Directors decided that it was 
expedient to remove him, but the Court of Proprietors rescinded their resolution. 
In December 1782 Hastinp wrote a letter to Lord Shelburne who bad succeeded 
Lord Rockingham as prime minister, in which he vigorously defended bis 

foreign policy. He stated with truth that the invasion of the Carnatic waa 

'' ' * - 
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due to a great confederacy against all the British Governments, and that he had 
no concern in the origin of the jWahratta war, but " the prosecution of it was 
mine, and the Mnlwa peace is exclusively mine.” “Foi’give me,” he writes, “ the 
boast when I add that I have been the instrument of rescuing one Presidency 
from infamy and both f?;om annihilation.” Fearing that his conduct at Benares 
might he misrepresented and misconstrued, he forwarded to Lord Shelburne a 
copy of the narrative which he had ordered to be printed of what had taken 
place. ” It may perhaps prove,” he wrote, “ a gratification of curiosity to your 
lordship to receive a hook which is, every process of it, the manufacture of the 
country.” Hastings’ fears were well-founded. Fox and Burke, annoyed at the. 

Court of Proprietors’ refusal to recall him, had begun to attack the Benares case 

with ail the invectives they could command. In February 17^2 took place the Coalition between 

famous coalition between Fox and North, and the combined parties defeated the 

ministry on a motion concerning peace. The same month Hastings received 

a copy of the resolution of the Court of Directors condemning his conduct 

in the affairs of Benares as a breach of treaty, and justifying Cheyt Sing. He 

regarded the resolution not only in the light of a personal insult, but as an 

incentive to the princes of India to throw off the authority of the Company and 

assassinate their servants. For the sake of his masters he had shrunk from no 

danger and no responsibility, and they had condemned him. It would have 

been more profitable to him to have followed a less arduous and safer course. 

The words lie wrote to a friend reveal how deeply Ire felt the wrongs done to HoBting*’ defence of 


him : — 


bis policy. 


'' I could liave guarded myself most effectually against tlieir censures by avoiding all 
responsibility, and covering myself with their orders in whatever I did. I could have kept 
their troops and treasure at hottie, when the Presidency of Boinliay was engaged in schemes to 
which it was confes<cdly uiior|ual. I could have suffered the disgrace of the unhappy affair of 
Wargaum to remain an indelible stain on the British name. It was no concern of mine. I 
could have suffered the Carnatic to fall an easy prey to Hyder, when Francis opposed the 
measures which 1 suggested for its preservation, and I could have justified it on the principle 
of self-preservation, the prior care due to the first possessions of the Company, the want of 
authoi'ity from home, the season of the year, which would render it an act of madness to send 
their troojw to perish by sea, and by a fair estimate of ways and means, which would ^ prove 
that we had not assets for such an enterprise. I could have acquiesced in the violations of 
faith, which the Government of Madras were guilty of towards Nizam Ali, and contented 
myself with protesting against it. I could have seen Chimnajee lay Bengal waste, for it was 
scarce in liis power to avoid it, and nothing but my private aid prevented it. I could have sat 
quietly down when our ordinary resources would yield no more supplies for the war, and ruin 
threatened. What business had I at Beuarcs? 

“ But if 1 had observed this discreet and safe conduct, let me ask not you, my friend, but 
my most rancorous enemies, wliat would have been the state of the Company, or whether it is 
likely that it would at this time have existence ? 

" In the meantime I could have provided an ample fortune for myself, by means which 
no one could have assumed to hurt or discredit me.” 


In a letter to the Court of Directors Hastings carefully and eloquently re- 
viewed his whole policy. After apologizing for whatever might appear offensive 
in it, he declared that he should have submitted in silence to the severest expres- 
sions of censure had they been no more tlian expressions and applied to real facts. 

“ But when the censures are not applied to real facts and are such^ as substan- 
tially affect my moral character, I should myself be an accomplice in the injury 
if I suffered the slightest imputation to remain which it was in my power to 
efface.” He refuted by cogent arguments the statement tliat Ohcyt Sing was 
an independent prince and that ho was guilty of any breach of faith in his 
treatment of him. He then proceeded with great earnestness to deprecate the 
Suggestion of the Opurt to restore Cheyt Sing, and declared that he 
imiaediately resiga if Cheyt Sing were reinstated at Benares. Then enlarging jegjgn, 
with considerable force on the services he had done the Company, and the 
patience and temper with which he had submitted to all the indignities which 
had been heaped upon him, he requested the Court to obtain the early nomi- 
natiofl of n'person to succeed him, and declared his intention to resign their 
service as soon as he could do it without prejudice to their affairs. 

When Hastings wrote this letter, he fixed upon the beginning of ^ the yearOud. affair*, 
for his departure to England, but shortly after despatching it an event 
occurred which compelled him to alter his plans. The Nawah of Oude and 
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his ministers liad appealed agfiinst the conduct of Mr. ^ Bristow,^ tlie Best* 
dent, and impelled me,** wrote Hastings, every tie of justice, honour 
and public duty to sacrifice every consideration that i;egorded myself alone, 
if necessary, for his redress,” It was a costly sacrifice, for it entailed upon 
Hastings separation from his wife. His love and admiration for her were 
unbounded. There was not such a being in the world, as long as she was by bis 
side, nothing could come amiss to him : the cares and fatigues of the day 
made no impression ou his spirits. When she had left he wrote : “ I miss you 
in every instant and incident of my life, and everything seems to wear a dead 
stillness around me ; I come home as to a solitude.” His greatest comfort in her 
ahsence was to read her letters. “It contains your words and your thoughts, and 
I had rather brood over the melancholy passions excited by it, than be a sharer 
in the most ])leasing entertainments that nature or art could afford me.” 
The only action in his lonely and stornoy life concerning which a doubt 
seems to have ever crossed liis mind was his resolve to part from her. “I 
think Tve have ill-judged. The reflection has often for an instant occurred 
to me that we were wrong, hut I constantly repressed it. I urged everything 
that could fix the resolution beyond the power of recall, and felt a con- 
scious pride in the sacrifice I was preparing to make.*’* The state of his 
wife’s health laid him under the stern necessity of sending her to England : 
the state of India compelled him to remain at his post. “ I will resign this 
thankless office,” said l»e, “ on the first favourable opportunity ; but I will 
not be driven from it either by the folly of my subordinates or the in- 
justice of my superiors. I have saved India, in spite of them all, from 
foreign conquest, neither will I quit my post until the internal affairs of this 
great country shall have been restored to something like order,” Bengal and 
Behar was threatened with famine, and Hastings appointed a committee to take 
measures for the relief of the people. He also applied the whole energies of 
his mind to the over-un gracious task of retrencliment and reform. The state 
of affairs in Benares and Oude caused him grave anxiety. He had always 
regarded Oude as our bulwark against foreign aggression, and its prosperity 
and good government as essential to the safety of our own dominion'. Prom 
the first moment that he had become Governor-General he had courted an Oudo 
alliance with unceasing assiduity, and he had sedulously cultivated the friend- 
ship of the Nawab Shuja Uoula and his son. "His titular rank of Vizier 
of the Empire,” wrote Hastings, “ rendered liim a conspicuous object of view 
to all the States and Chiefs of India, and on the moderation and justice with 
which the British Government in Bengal exercised its influence over him, 
many points most essential to its political strength and to the honour of the 
British name dependcd.”t Hastings was of opinion that Bristow had treated 
the Nawab neither with moderation nor justice. When the latter met him 
at Chunar he had persuaded him to agree to the admission of the assistance 
of the Resident in the charge then specially given to his minister of his finances 
and public disbursements. Dissatisfied with the conduct of Mr. Middleton, to 
whom this charge was first committed, Hastings nominated Mr. Bristow 
to it in his stead. “To this I had various and powerful inducements. The 
principal was the reiterated order of the Court of Directors for his appointment; 
secondly the wish of the other Members of the Council urging it ; thirdly, their 
declaration of uniting to support my authority, and other concurrent circumstan- 
ces removing the objection which had hitheito opposed it ; fourthly, a reliance on 
the personal gratitude of Mr. Bristow for my optional nomination of him to so 
impoidant a trust ; and fifthly, his assurances anq a pledge given me for the per- 
formance of them in which I then reposed a religious confidence.’*t 'This confix 
dence, Hastings considered, Bristow had betrayed. He had enjoined him to 
study on every occasion to conciliate the good-will of the Nawab and " to shew 
him every ostensible and external mark of respect,” but the Resident treat- 
ed the Prince as a dependant, and prescribed to him “ the number of horses 
which he should be allowed to use and the dishes which should be cooked for his 
table.” § He also interfered in every department of the State. The I^awab com- 

* Ecboei from Old Calcatta,” page S02. 

t Secret Select CommitWe Proceeding*, mb September 176S, Vol. Ill, page 1018. 

t „ page 1010. 

{ 27tb December 1788. VoU III, page 1 
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plain^ to the Board, and they requested BristoTT to answer the charges 
brought agmnst him. Six weekn having elapsed without a reply being received 
from him, H^tings moved that Bristow be recalled, the office of Besident dis- 
solvra, and the Nawab and his Minister made responsible for the payment of 
the Company s debt. Ail the proposals were, after considerable discussion, re- 
jected.^ Bristow in due course of time replied and allegd that he was only acting 
according to the orders of the Governor-General who insisted on the claims of the 
Company being satisfied. Hastings was a statesman who identified his own 
personality with the objects of his administration, and the defence of Bristow was 
regarded by him in the light of a personal insult. He was accustomed to com- 
mand^ and to bo obeyed. The temerity of Bristow aroused his anger, and the 
opposition of his colleagues increased it. He knew they did not possess the ability 
or the courage of his old opponents, and that they had only plucked up spirit to 
attack him when his recall was imminent. He felt that he had not that collected 
firmness of mind which he once possessed “ and which gave such a superiority 
in ray contests with Clavering and his associates. My last year’s sickness .has 
left a debility upon my constitution which I cannot remove, nor slmll I, till I 
try a colder climate.*’* He however possessed a sufficient amount of the old 
imperious vigour to baffle the spirit of cabal in his Council. Ho told them that 
he held them solely responsible for tlie state of anarchy in Oude since they 
would neither enforce his instructions nor give Mr, Bristow others. This 
alarmed them. After many discussions they offered to recall Mr. Bristow if the 
Vizier liquidated his enormous debt to the Company by bills on creditable 
bankers payable half in one month and the remaining half in two months 
from the date of Mr. Bristow’s surrender of his office to the Vizier.” And they 
added — ” We shall agree to this arrangement on the express condition that the 
Governor-General will hold himself responsible to the Company and the public 
for the faithful performance of these engagements on the part of the Vizier and 
his ministers, as well as for the security of the internal peace of the country, to 
maintain which and enforce these arrangements we shall give him our utmost 
support. Hastings immediately replied, rejecting the offer. He pointed out 
that it was impossible for the Vizier to pay even half of the sum owed in the time 
mentioned, and he added — Nor if the Nawab Vizier would engage to pay it 
and I believed him capable of paying it would I ‘ hold myself responsible to the 
Company and to the public for the faithful performance of such an engage- 
ment,* because I do not think it consistent with truth or the regard which 
every man ought to pay to his own reputation to bind himself to the per- 
formance of acts which depend solely on the ability and will of another. ’*{ 
His colleagues replied ** that they could not imagine nor suggest that the 
Governor-General should be answerable in his private fortune for so large a 
sum or that his responsibility should extend further than those obligations 
which constitute responsibility in a decided recommendation of any measure 
contrary to the general opinion of the majority of the Board.’*§ Hastings 
gladly consented “ to be specially answerable for the propriety of the measure,” 
and the Board resolved to recall Bristow, and withdraw the Company’s 
Residency from the Court of Oude. ** I have indeed conquered,” wrote 
Hastings, “ but I feel little inclination to triumph in my victory ; for my hands 
are yet fettered, and such is the wretched state of the Vizier*s affair, that 
nothing can be more discouraging than the prospect before me. If the Nawab 
Vizier shall desire me to come to his assistance I shall offer it to the Board, 
and shall be better pleased if they refuse than if they assent to it. Yet I will 
do what I can to gain their assent.”|| A short time afterwards he informed a 
fnend that ne had written a minute tendering his services to go to Lucknow 
and he added — 

"1 know that I can do much more if I am myself the immediate agent, than I can 
by distant influence and a delegated authority, but I may fail, for most wretched is the state 
of the Vizier's dominions, and I may lose my rejmtotion in the oons^uences of it. On the. 
other hand, I •may be the instrument of retrieving it and of paying the debt which is due 

* • Hemoirt of Warren Haetinge by Oleifr. Vol. Ill, page 188. 
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from the Nawab to the Company, and if I do, I shall olme my service with glory and leave a 
lasting good name behind me, wliatever reproaches ve inventive malice of my counU'ymen 
may cast upon me for having saved tlie national interests and honopr from the ruin which, 
but for my ‘Exertions, would have fallen on both.”* 

HattinKR’ departure The Council after some discussion gave an unwilling assent to Hastings’ 

for Lucknow. proposal to proceed to Luoknow. In January 178^ his ,\f ife 

England, and in the following month he started on his jourftey. to Chide. He 
made a stay of five days at Benares and sent to the Council a long and minute 
account of tho wretched condition of that province.f “ Erom the confines of. 
Buxar to Benares,” he wrote, " I was fatigued and followed by the clamours 
of the discontented inhabitants.” Their discontent and distress was due to a 
long continued drought and to “ a defective if not a corrupt and oppressive 
administration.” t The laud agents and tax gatherers exacted from the proprietors 
of the actual harvest a large increase in kind on their stipulated rent. Those 
who held their fields by the tenure of paying one-half of the produce of their 
crops were robbed of nearly tho whole by false measurements : and from those 
whose engagements were for a fixed rent in money, the half or a greater pro- 
portion was taken in kind. Trade was paralysed by the extortion and oppres- 
sion of the custom-house authorities. “ Tlie exorbitant rates,” the Governor- 
General wrote, “exacted by an arbitrary valuaUon of tho goods, the practice of 
exacting duties twice on the same goods, first from the seller and afterwards 
from the buyer, and tho vexatious disputes and delays drawn on the merchants 
by these oppressions were loudly complained of, and some instances of this 
kind were said to exist even at tho very time when I was in Benares. Under 
such circumstances we are not to wonder if the merchants of foreign coun- 
tries are discouraged from resorting to Benares, and if the commerce of that 
province should annually decay.”§ Hastings forwarded to the Council an ela- 
borate plan for reforming the administration, for making the llaja more directly 
interested in its working, aiul for tho appointment of fresh officials. The Board 
resolved “ that the Governor-General ho authorized to carry into execution the 
plan submitted, the Governor being responsible for its elTect, as a temporary 
expedient.” II 

From Benares Hastings proceeded to Lucknow. He first devoted him- 
self to the intricate task of adjusting the accounts between the Vizier and the 
Company. It was a matter to which he had devoted particular attention and he 
succeeded in persuading the Vizier to give his consent to an equitable arrange- 
ment. After adjusting the ac(5ouiits, by wise handling of the finances and effect- 
ing considerable retrenchments he put the Nawab in a position to pay his debts. 
He also took great trouble in arranging a revenue settlement for five years 
which would afford relief to the husbandmen suffering from years of scarcity. 
The military eslablisliment of the Nawab had been both inefficient and costly 
and he placed it on a regubarand etionomical basis. After leaving Lucknow he 
discovered that tl\e Vizitw suffered a hardship “ from the army subsidy being kept 
up at its original rate although the number of troops employed l)y us for the 
defence of his dominions has been greatly reduced.”^ The reduction was due to 
the strength ofeach regiment being reduced from one thousand to seven hundred 
men. Hastings wrote: “Neither the Vizier nor any of his ministers have 
ever mentioned to mo tliis deficiency, but it is not the less our duty to take 
it into consideration. In all our adjustments of accounts with tlie Vizier for 
many y^rs back, we have been regulated by the strictest regard to justice, and 
the Vizier on his part has on every occa.sion relied most implicitly on our 
justice as well as on the accuracy of our Accomptant-General. ,.Let us then 
confirm that confidence which is so happily reposed in ua by pointing out mis- 
takes even although we must be losers by correcting them. ”*• 

To remedy the injustice Hastings proposed that tho cost of the regiment at 
Lucknow, for which the Vizier paid a separate amount, should be included in 
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that of the troops for which theioriginal subsidy was settled. The proposal was f 
vetoed by the Council, and they also repealed the order given by Hastings that a j 
costly detachment of ’the Company’s troops stationed at the Nawab’s expense ( 
upon his northern frontier should be recalled.* 

Finding that his cblleagues were bent on maintaining the detachment 
Hastings asked their consent to the Nawab lending it to the son of the Moghui{^*'ji„^'jJu7Emp«r. 
Emperor to assist him in the expulsion of the Sikhs from the territories of whicliior in a campaign 
they had lately possessed themselves in the neighbourhood of Delhi. The Gov-N"’"** *''*'’*• 

ornor-General regarded the growing power of the Sikhs as a grave danger. Ilei 
^jote — “ A new source of serious contemplation has arisen from a nearer quarter, 
namely, that of the Sikhs, a people who from a mean sect of religious schis- 
matics have rapidly grown into the members of a dominion extending from 
the most w'estern branch of the Atto(!k to the walls of Delhi, They are by 
their bodily frame and habits of life eminently suited to the military 
profession ; but this propensity is.qualified by a spirit of independence which 
is a great check to its exertion. Every vilhige has its separate and distinct 
ruler acknowledging no control but that of the people of his own imme- 
diate community, who in their turn yield him little more than nominal sub- 
mission.”t Conquest and a man of superior capacity and enterprise aided by 
the spirit of religious enthusiasm might, however, weld them into a nation. 

The extinction of the Moghul Empire which was rapidly approaching to its 
fall he considered might give birth to a new dominion. “We are too apt,” he 
wrote, “ to despise the danger which we have not experienced, and to con- 
clude that what has not happened in the ordinary course of events never will 
happen. On such a presumption my conclusions may expose me to the ridicule 
of those who may deem them the mere effusions of a wild imagination. I am 
willing to submit to this consequence if the events which I have foreboded shall 
be prevented by seasonable means of opposition ; but I trust to time, and that 
not distant, for Verifying my prediction if this people is permitted to grow into 
maturity without interruption.” t Time verified the prediction. The genius 
of one man, the ruler of a potty tribe, welded the Sikhs into a great kingdom, 
and establi.shed a power greater than that of Sivaji and Hyder Ah against 
which we had to struggle for the mastery of India. 

The Prince, whom Hastings was anxious to aid in a campaign against the 
Sikhs, had escaped in disgrace from the court of Delhi, The Moghul emperor, 
his father, was a mere puppet in the hands of his minister Afrasiab 
Afrasiab Khan had offered to enter, under the name and sanction of the Em- 
peror. into a treaty with the English and the Vizier, hut Hastings rejected 
the offer because “ so far from promoting the wishes of the King, we should 
have to encounter the secret opposition of himself and his ancient servants, 
and perhaps the declared enmity of many other factions now lying dormant. § 

The Governor-General had, however, expressed the opinion ‘ that it would be 
for the credit and interest of the English Government to exert their endeavours 
to relieve the Shah from the thraldom of his ministers and to establish his 
authority at least in his dominions,” and when the Prince prayed his 

asristanclhe was not unwilling to grant it. Hewrote-“ l alien as 
Timur is. it is yet the relic of the most illustrious line of the Eastern World , its 
sovereignty is universally acknowledged, though the substance of it 
S Ld the Company itself derives its constitutional dominions from its 
ostensible bounty.” The wretched state of the House of liraur appealed to his 
imperial imagination, and he considered it not only a generous, but a wise 
3Tto- p?eCt^ extinction. In the confusion which was certain to 
Tollow its fall he considered some new adventurer might start up from 

mMswho would constitute a new dominion and join to it all the 
aTpr^rogaCs of the past. Hastings felt that those who had the 
Cghul Em^rof in their hands must become the legitimate 
Tntfina uTifl he wished to gaiti for his country that position. I u* u 

lo tid «.f field." he wrote. “ nor to disturh the repose wbteh 
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our Government enjoys and requires and tfie fatigues and losses which 
it has sustained from a long and accumulated "wOTfare. I want no more than the 
power to dictate, and I am persuaded that I shall have no' need to enforce it. 
The Board, however, were unwilling to adopt so bold a policy and refused to 
countenance any expedition in favour of the Moghul Eftiperor. 

Bcpie-i uisaion to, Not only by arms and by diplomacy did Hastings extend the influence of 

Thibet. i jjngiand, but also by commerce. It was his capacious mind that first conceived 

* the plan of opening friendly commercial intercourse between the people over 
whom he ruled and the natives of the lofty table-land behind the snowy peaks to 
the north. He had when Governor of Bengal begun a friendly correspondence 
with the rulers of Tibet and Bhutan, and on the 13th of May 1774 he s ent the 
first^British mission to Tibet under Mr. George Bogle. On the 26th of FeBruary 
1776, the Govemor-Gerierar iald before the Board a letter from Bogle informing 
them of his interview with Teshoo Lama, and an interesting memorandum on 
the trade of Thibet. “ The principal articles of merchandise,** he writes, “ between 
Bengal and Thibet are broad-cloth, atter, skins, neel (indigo), pearls, coral, amber, 
and other beads, chauk, spices, tobacco, sugar, Malda stripped sattins and a few 
white cloths chiefly coarse ; the return is made in gold dust, musk and cow-tails.”t 
When Bogle returned from Thibet, ho found Francis, Clavering, and Monson in 
power, and as he was a protSgd of Hastings, he could expect no favour from them. 
The changes made in the administration had deprived him of all his appoint- 
ments, and he had no employment but to act as one of -Hastings’ assistants. 
In December 1776, the Governor-General proposed that Bogle be allowed a salary 
of Rs. 1,200 a month during the time he was employed on the mission, and the 
motion was carried. It was a small sum considering the good work done and the 
amount which men situated like Bogle made in those days. When Hastings on the 
death of Monson regained his power, he once more turned his attention to estab- 
lishing free commercial intercourse between Thibet and Bengal. On th e 0th of 
April 1779 George Bogle was appointed to proceed again to Bhjitan-aafl Thibet 
“for the purpose of cultivating and improving the good underatanding subsisting 
between the Chiefs of those countries and the Government, and to endeavour to 
establish a free and lasting intercourse of trade with the Kingdom of Thibet, and 
the other States to the northward of Bengal.** The Lama, whose respect and 
confidence Bogle had won, was then on a visit to Pekin, and he desired Bogle to 
go round by sea to Canton, promising to obtain the Emperor’s pass for him to 
proceed and join him in the capital. The death of the Lama and of Bogl&caused 
for a time the intention of sending a mission to be abandoned. But when 
Hastings got letters from Thibet informing him that the soul of the late Lama 
bad enter(^ and animated the body of an infant, he proposed to send a second 
Turner’* .M iaaion. deputation to Thibet. The Board consented, and Mr. Charles Turner was appointed 
to proceed on the mission. On his journey to Lucknow Hastings met 
at Patna Turner returning from Thibet, who handed him a report on the 
results of his mission and also a narrative of his interview with the young 
Lama. I “Teesho Lama,” he wrote, “ is at this time about eighteen months 
of age. He did not speak a word but made most expressive signs and 
conducted himself with astonishing dignity and decorum. His complexion 
is of that hue which in England we should term rather brown but not 
without colour. His features good, small black eyes, an animated expression 
of countenance, and altogether I thought him one of the handsomest 
children I had ever 8een.’*§ The description of the interview between the 
English Envoy and the Great Lama, the high priest of millions of beings, is 
inexpressibly sad. “The little creature turned, looking steadfastly towards 
me with the appearance of much attention while 1 spoke, and nodded with 
repeated but slow movements of the head as though he understood and 
approved every word but could not utter a reply. The parents, who stood 
by all the time, eyed their son with a look of affection, and a smile expressive 
of heartfelt joy at the propriety of the young Lama’s conduct., His whole 
regard was turned to us, he was silent and sedate, never once lookidg towards 
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. liis parents, as if under theiri influence at the time, and with whatever 
pains his manners may have 'been formed so correct, I must own his 
behaviour on this occasion appeared perfectly natural and spontaneous, 
and not directed by any action or sign of authority.”* The next day the 
envoy again visited Teesho Lama to present some curiosities ho had brought 
for him. ” He was very much struck with a small clock and had it hcldtoliim 
watching for a long time the revolutions of the minute hand. He admired it, 
but with gravity, and without any childish emotion.”t When he paid his last 
visit to the Lama, Turner “ received his despatches for the Governor-General 
and from his parents two pieces of satin for the Governor 'with many compli* 
raents. They presented me with a vest lined with lamb-skins, making me 
many assurances of a long remembrance, and observing that at this time 
Teesho Lama is an infant and incapable of conversing, but they lioped to see me 
again when be shall come of age. I replied that by favour of the Lama I 
might again visit this country.”| Turner never had another oiiportuniiy of 
visiting the country and no English official has since lield personal intercourse 
with the rulers of Thibet. So completely was the policy of opening com- 
mercial intercourse between India and the trans-Hiinalayan regions abandoned 
that the very history of the Hastings’ negotiations was forgotten, and most of 
the valuable records of the Thibet and Bhutan Missions have been lost.§ 

The expeditions of Bogle and Turner to Thibet were not the only voyages 
of discovery which Hastings despatched. He caused the harbours and rivers 
of fiochin (iUHnn to be surveyed, and directed the explorer to penetrate as far as 
he could into the interior, lie also had the shores of the Red explored, with 
the view of opening, by that line, a more direct and rapid communication 
between England and India. He also collected much valuable information 
regarding the Kingdom of Ava and its adjoining districts. His untiring energy 
led him not only to explore the countries of the East, but also the lan guages fif 
Asia. He was familiar with Arabic and Persian. Though unacquainted with 
Sanskrit he encouraged learned pundits to settle in Calcutta, and gave them 
support .while they pursued their researches. The Asiatic Society and the 
Mahomedau College at Calcutta arc splendid monuments of his zeal for the 
advancement of Oriental learning and education. 

The time was drawing near for him to leave the land for whose w'elfare iiagtings’ return to 
he had laboured with unwearied energy. In November 178i, Hastings returned Calcutta, 
to Calcutta from Lucknow. On his journey down he received letters from home 
announcing that Pitt had dissolved Parliament, and that the coalition party had 
been defeated at the elections. Major Scott told him that the Lord Chancellor 
considered that tlie ministry ought to give him a peerage aud a red ribbon, and 
that His Lordship did not know a man who cut so great a figure upon the stage 
of the world as Hastings. To his other extraordinary actions must be added that 
of giving a ministry to Great Britain, for he bad put an end to the late ministry as 
completely as if he had taken a pistol and shot them through the head one after 
another. Pitt had also declared that he looked upon Hastings to be a very great 
and indeed a wonderful man. The news of the downfall of his foes, and tlie 
flattering terms in which the new ministers spoke of him, led Hastings to hope 
that he would be permitted to pursue his policy without interruption from 
home, or obstruction from his colleagues. He wrote to his wife : “ I shall abide 

by the resolution which I communicated to you in my letter of the 24)th of 
September, that is to say, if I am required by authority to stay, and have the 
powers given me which ought to belong to my office, and proper objects are 
assigned fo» my stay, I will stay, however repugnant it may he to my own 
feelings, or hazardous to my health.” Hastings had about this time also heard 
of Pitt's intention to introduce an East India Bill, and he trusted that it would 
grant him the powers he had so long desired. On the 20th of December he 
I’ecpived a packet “ by way of Bussorah ” which put an end to all his hopes and 

• Segret Seleol Committee*! Proceeding!, 13tb April 1784^ Volume III pege 1080. 

^ f • Ibid „ page 1081. 

J Ibid „ page 1081. 

§ Narratiye of the Mission of George Bogle to Thibet by Clement! R. Markhnin. Mr. Markham writaa— AlTattempta 
to And adoquiite materials among the record! at Calcutta or the India Office hare failed." A note in tlSs Coiisnlta' 
aiona inform! w that the original journal wai lent to the Direotora. I however hope that a wrtfttl search among the 
bundle! in the Foreign Office may yet bring to light a copy of the journal. 
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hesitations. It brought him a copy of Pitt’s BilJ, and of Ids introductory speech 
which Hastings considered more inimical to him than all the onslaughts of Pox 
and Burke. On the 27th December he wrote : “ I have seen, read, and abstracted 
Mr. Pitt’s Bill. It has determined me. I shall make an early trial of my 
colleagues on the affairs of Oude and if they will •engage to abide by my 
engagements there, I will depart as soon as the Barrington is ready. She is 
now loading.” The dream of his life was shattered ; and in the account of 
his stewardship which he wrote on his voyage home he poured out his feelings'. 
“ Yet may I fool a regret to see that hope which I had too fondly indulged, 
and which I had sustained during thirteen laboured years with a persever- 
ance against a succession of difficulties which might have overcome the con- 
stancy of an abler mind, of being in some period of time, however remote, 
allowed to possess and exercise the full powers of my station, of which I had 
hitherto held little more than the name and responsibility ; and to see with it 
the belief, which I had as fondly indulged, that I should become the instru- 
ment of raising the British name, and the substantial worth of its possessions in 
India, to a degree of prosperity proportioned to such a trust, both vanish in an 
instant, like the illusions of a dream ; with the poor and only consolation left 
me of the conscious knowledge of what I could have effected, had my destiny 
ordained that I should attain the situation to which I aspired, and that I have 
left no allowable means untried, by which I might have attained it.’* 

cj<i8e of Hastings’ On the 13th of January 1786 Warren Hastings delivered to the Board a 

Adraiiiistratiou. minute in which he informed them of his intention to relinquish the service, if 
his colleagues would give him an absolute and unqualified promise to carry 
out the late arrangements made with the Nawab Vizier. Having received from 
his colleagues an explicit answer agreeing to abide by the agreement, he wrote 
h formal resignation of his powers to his old masters. He told them with 
perfect truth that no man ever served them with a zeal superior to his own. 

On the 1st of February, Hastings attended for the last time a meeting 
of theUduncil over wTiich he had presided for thirteen years, and after wishing 
his colleagues a warm farewell and paying a handsome tribute of praise to those 
who had aided him in the heavy task of government, he surrendered t he keva 
of office and brought to a close his great administration. ’HadTIie been giulty 
of the crimes laid to his charge, so unwearied was the pertinacity and malice 
of his enemies, that it cannot be doubted they would have been able to furnish 
more satisfactory evidence of his guilt. Of that guilt they never produced any 
proof. In answer to the charge of having oppressed the natives by extortions 
and exactions, there are the testimonials of all ranks of people in India in his 
favour. As he told his judges : “ It is very seldom that mankind are grateful 

enough to do even common justice to a fallen minister ; and I believe there 
never was an instance in the annals of human nature, of an injured people 
rising up voluntarily to bear false witness in favour of a distant and persecuted 
oppressor.” Burke told the House of Lords that the testimonials were extorted, 
and ” that the hands were yet warm with the thumb-screws that had been 
put on them.” It is’ incredible that Hastings’ successor, Lord Cornwallis, a- 
man of the noblest and gentlest character, would have countenanced acts of 
oppression and cruelty to gain petitions in favour of Hastings. In fact, 
when Hastings* attorney informed him that the natives of India were 
desirous of bearing testimony to the merits of Hastings, and requested permis- 
sion that the officers of Government might have authority to transmit to the 
Governor-General in Council any testimonials tendered by the natives, Lord 
Cornwallis caused a cautious letter to be circulated among all the Collectm s 
and Residents which stated: “With this request the* Governor-General in 
Council has been pleased to comply, and I have therefore to inform you, that 
should any such address be tendered to you, you are at liberty to receive and 
forward them to me. The liberty now accorded is merely to receive and 
transmit testimonials when voluntarily offered} and you are not to deduce any 
inference from it that you are authorised to exercise any further interfei*enoe Jn 
this business.”* Macaulay, while admitting that Hastings was beloved by iSe 

« delivered on the trial of Warren Haitinn Ewnire. Proceedinaa 

of tlie Mat India Company in conapquenco of hw Aequittal and TMtimonialt of the Britiih and Native InhabitanU of 
jij‘d‘* ™««ve to bi» character and conduct wbiUibe waa Qovernor-Qeueral of Port WiUliiiu in Bengal." Dabretl 
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people whom he governed, attaches little or no importance to the addresses 
because they may have been due to the influence of ^English oflicials. However, 
we find in the case of Henares that the Hesident, Jonathan Duncan,* a man con- 
spicuous for his courage and high mindedness, refused to forward the addresses 
to Government on the ground that “ as the addresses have no connection with the 
business of the Company there is no necessity that they (the inhabitants) should 
come or send to me. Let them do what they think proper.” In their address 
the inhabitants of Benares stated : *' He laid the foundations of justice and the 

pillars of the law. In every shape, we, the inhabitants of this country, during 
the time of his administration, lived in ease and peace. We are therefore 
greatly satisfied with, and thankful to him. As the said Mr. Hastings was long 
acquainted with the modes of government in tliese regions, so the inmost 
purpose of his heart was openly and secretly, indeed, bent upon those things 
which might maintain inviolate our 'religious advances, and persuasions, and 
guard us in even the minutest respect from misfortune and calamity. In every 
way he cherished us in honour and credit.” The Pundits and other Brahmins 
of Benares sent him an address in which they wrote : “ Whenever that man of 

vast reason, the Governor-General, Mr. Hastings, returned to this place, and 
people of all ranks were assembled, at that time he gladdened the heart of 
every one by his behaviour, which consisted of kind wishes, and agreeable con- 
versation, expressions of compassion for the distressed, acts of politeness, and 
a readiness to relieve and protect every one alike without distinction. To 
please us dull people, he caused a spacious music gallery to be built, at his own 
expense, over the gate-way of the temple of Veesmaswar, which is esteemed the 
head jewel of all places of holy visitation. He never at any time, nor on any 
occasion, either by neglecting to promote the happiness of the people, or by 
looking with the eye of covetousness, displayed an inclination to distress any 
individual whatsoever.” The inhabitants of Murshedabad also forwarded an 


address in which they stated that “ the whole period of Mr. Hastings* 
residence in this country exhibited his good conduct towards the inhabitants. 
No oppression nor tyranny was admitted over any one. He observed the rules 
of respect and attention to ancient families. He did not omit the performances 
of the duties of politeness and civility towards all men of rank and station 
when an interview took place with them. In affairs concerning the govern- 
ment and revenues, he was not covetous of other men’s money and property ; 
he was not open to bribery.* He restricted the farmers and. officers in their 
oppressions in a manner that prevented them from exercising that tyranny 
which motives of self-interest and private gain might instigate them to observe 
towards the ryots and helpless. He used great exertions to cultivate the 
country, to increase the agriculture and the revenues. Ho transacted the 
business of the country and revenues without deceit, and with perfect pro- 
priety and rectitude. He respected the learned and wise men, and in order for 
the propagation of learning he built a college, and endowed it with a provision 
for the maintenance of the students, in so much that thousands reaping the 
benefits thereof offer up their prayers for the prosperity of England, and for 
the success of the Company.” Quotations of a similar nature from other 
addresses might be multiplied to any extent. But addresses are not the only 
evidence we have of the honour and esteem in which Hastings was held by the 
natives of India. Burke declared in Westminster Hall that under the govern- 
ment of Mr. Hastings the country itself, all its beauty and glory had ended in 
a jungle for wild beasts.t A Brahmin pilgrim on the banks of the Nerbudda 
declared that “ he had lived under many different Governments and travelled 
fn many countries, but had never witnessed a general diffusion of happiness 
equal to that of the natives under the mild and equitable administration of Mr. 
Asting8.*’t The testimony of the Brahmin pilgrim was confirmed by Lord 


* JoMtlian Dunoan b«o«me Governor of Bombay in 1796, and. after having ruled the Presidency with great 
wisdom for fourteen yeare, he died on the 11th of Anguet 1811 beloved by men of all claseee and creeds. 

♦ “ Mv Lords, sou have seen the very reverse of all this under the government of Mr Hustings ; tlie country 

itself all Ito boalits and glory ending in a jungle for wild beasts. You have both *9 

Implori tlmt pit/ which the poorest man anld the meaneet situation might very well call for." (Burke a Speeches and 

Correspondence. Vol. II, page 488.) 

± VorW Oriental Memoirs, Vol. II. page 70.— « I cannot forgot the words of this respsctablo ptlj^im j y« were near 
a in the Darbar court when be thus concluded his discourse • As the burr-treo one of the uobiest produc- 

its branches for the comfort and refreshment of all who seek its shelter, is emblomatica 


a r.— 1... tree in the Darbar court when Ue tnus concinnoa nia aiscourao : — m ... , — 

tioSTlJriiSTre. by Mtending its branches for the comfort and refreshment of all who seek its shelter, is emblomatical 
ofSe dribr ^ do the virtues of the Governor resemble the bnrr-tree ; he extends his providence to the 
distrloijMdrtretohm out his arms, fa^ wide, to afford protection and happiness to his people ; snob, Sahtb. .. 


Mr. Hasting." 
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Cornwallis, who said in the course of his evicfence before the Ilouse of Lords 
that nastinj?s was much esteemed by the nawves : and Sir John Shore after- 
wards lord Teignmouth, “a man of whose integrity, humanity, and honour it 
is impossible to speak too highly,’’* deposed to the same eifect. 

In answer to the charge that he violated treaties &nd disregarded the legiti- 
mate rights of native Chiefs, we have the letters of two of the leading native’ 
sovereigns to liis successor requesting to be treated by him as they were treated 
by Hastings. There are also letters from the sovereign of Berar, from the Nizam, 
from Mahadjeo Scindia to the King and the Company expressing their strong 
sense of his justice and good faith. His tender regard for the rights and feelings 
of the native Chiefs is testified in the strenuous battle he fought for the Nawab 
of the Carnatic and the Vizier of Oude. That he was lofty and imperious with 
those who ivere disloyal, that ho could byook no opposition to his will, may be 
admitted. But that he was kind and considerate to those who were loyal, and a 
generous master to those who served him, thove are numerous indications in these 
volumes. He saw that the power of England must be paramount in India, 
and for the honour and greatness of his country he strove with unwearied 
energy and unfliiudiing courage, but he also desired that the paramount power 
should be surrounded by loyal feudatories allowed to govern their states 
without iiiterferenee as long us they regarded the welfare and prosperity of 
their subjects. 


Absorbed in the work of legislation and administration, in negotiating treaties, 
organising armies, and sending forth expeditions, Hastings had scanty leisure 
to devote to his own affairs and he proved a poor steward of his private fortune. 
He told his judges : “ I ivas too intent upon the means to he employed for 
preserving India to Great Britain from the hour in which I was informed that 
France meant to strain every nerve to dispute that Empire with us, to bestow^ a 
thought upon myself or my own private fortune.’* It would have been better 
for his reputation had he bestowed more time on the regulation of his house- 
hold, and had been less lavish in his expenditure, and had curbed his generosity. 
But during his trial it was clearly shown that the charge of having conta- 
minated his hands with unlawful gain was wholly without foundation. It 
is not, however, by evidence produced at his trial that Hastings has been judged, 
hut the calumnies of political opponents and the exaggerations of fervent orators 
have been accepted without examination or discrimination. The load of oblo- 


quy resting on his memory has in some degree been removed by clearer and juster 
views of the events of his time and the character of the man who did good 
service for his country and the land in which he toiled for live and thirty years. 
His fair fame will not suffer from an examination still more rigid and dispas- 
sionate, and for this examination authentic materials arc siip[)lipd in these 
volumes. 


' Macaulay's Essay on Warren Hastingfs, 
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Proceedings of the ^cret Select Committee, from 28th April 1772. 


s«cret Department. Fort William, the 28tll April 1772. 

At a Consultation present : 

The Hon’ble Warren- Hastings, President . 
William Aldeksey, Esq. 

Philip M. Dacre% Esq. 

Thomas Lane, Esq. 

Eighard Barwell, Esq. 

James Harris, Esq. 

James Lawrell, Esq. 

Henry Goodwin, Esq. 

John Graham, Esq. 


Read and approved the Proceedings of 16 th instant. 


The President informs the Board that in consequence of orders received 
.. from the Secret Committee by the Lapwing and re- 

HoarU of the ieiznre of Mahomed ferred to m paragraph the 01 the general 

Romu Cawn and bia Dewan. letter fi’om the Court of Directors which accompanied 

it, he has sent instructions to Mr. Middleton to arrest the persons of Mahomed 
Kezza Ca.wn and Rajah Amrit Sing, his Dewan, and to send them under a guard 
to Calcutta ; that he has received advice from Mr. Middleton that the same 
has accordingly been put in execution. His letter to Mr. Middleton, and Mr. 
Middleton’s in reply, he desires may stand in the proceedings : — 

No 1.— HU lottter to the Chief To SaMUEL MiDDLBTOJf, Esq. 
of tlie Durbar aud reply thereto. 


Sir, — B y the Lapwing^s packet which arrived last night, I received a 
letter from the Secret Committee of the Honorable Court of Directors, in which 
they direct and enjoin me immediately on the receipt of the said letter to issue 
iDJ private jjr ders for securing the person of Mahomed Rezza Cawn, and to 
bring him down to Calcutta. 

^heir commands are peremptory and require immediate execution, neither 
will the urgency, of the occasion admit of delay. Many considerations induce 
me'to’d^atTthis trust to you. Your station and authority point you out as 
the fittest person for it, as the particular confidence, which I repose in your 
integrity and fidelity to our common masters, is a pledge to me for your punc- 
tual and instant discharge of it. . 

This therefore is to require of you, that upon the receipt hereof you do 
immediately arrest the person of Mahomed Rezza Cawn, and send him under a 
sufficient guard to Calcutta, allowing him only the time necessary for f urnish- 
iM himself jvith such conveniences as he may want on the way. 

Your own disposition will make it needless to recommend that every mark 
of tenderness and respect be shown him consisteijt with the literal perfomance 
of this service; but it will be best to avoid a personal meeting with him. i 
advise, but do not insist on this, leaving it to your discretion. 

Yon wilk be pleased to keep a guard on the house of Mahomed Rezza 
0»wn and suffer nothing to be removed from it, until you receive further in- 
structions on this subject either from myself or the Select Committee. ^ 

I must desire also that you will cause Rajah Am^ert Sing, the Dewan.of 
Mahomed Rezza Oawii, to be seized and sent down to Calcutta. 



2 


It is unnecessary to recommend to you the greatest caution and secrecy in 
the conduct of this business, that it may be the cause of no alarms or disturb- 


ance. 

Fort William, 
The Q4th April 1772. 


I hhye, &c., 

Sd.) WAREEN HASTINGS. 


No. 2. To the Honourable Warrbn Hastings. 

Sir, — In obedience to your commands sisrnifled to me in your letter of the 
21tli instant, I have the satisfaction to acquaint you that I have this morning 
seized the persons of Mahomed Kezza Cawn and his Dewan Amert Sing, and 
placed proper guards upon their houses and effects. 

As you were pleased to intimate your wish that I should avoid a personal 
interview with the Nawah I deputed Mr. Anderson, one of my Assistants, to wait 
upon him with a letter from me, and to con^municate the disagreeable orders 
I had received regarding him ; at tlio same time an ofiScer with eight companies 
of sepoys was detached from the brigade to expediato the execution of these 
orders and to guard against any evil consequences which might have issued in 
the city. Apprehending that this alarm would occasion some disturbance, I 
went myself with a part of this force, joined to some companies of pergunnaU 
sepoys to tlio killah with a view to explain the matter to tlie young Nabob, and 
to obviate any consternation or surprise which might have seized him from an 
eyent thus sudden and unexpected, and at the same time to prevent any irregu- 
larities which at this critical juncture the Nizam ut sepoys or the Nabob’s own 
servants might have been tempted to commit ; but I had the satisfaction to find 
that however prudent circumstances might have made these measures appear, 
there was in fact no absolute necessity for their adoption, for I did not discover 
the least tendency to tumult or disorder throughout His Excellency’s depen- 
dants and so little inclination did Mahomed liezza Cawn show to oppose or 
impede the immediate execution of your orders, that he was no sooner acquaint- 
ed with the purport of them, than he made a voluntary resignation of himself 
and effects to the officer who was deputed to take him into custody, and here I 
should not do justice to the calm submission with which he met his unhappy 
fate was I not to notice the readiness he manifested to comply with your orders 
in their fullest extent, and so far from wishing to protract the period of his 
departure from hence, I can venture to assure you, you cannot be more impa- 
tient for his arrival in Calcutta than he appears to be, and he accordingly pro- 
ceeds on his journey tonight under an escort of two companies of sepoys, 
commanded bv Lieutenant Lucas. 

He proposes embarking at Mirzapore and will require 3 budgerows and 1 6 
baggage boats for himself and his Dewan ; these w'ith a small addition to the 
number of boats for the service of the sepoys, 1 am to request may be des- 
patched from the Presidency with all possible e,xpedition. 

I am, &c., 

(Sd.) SAMUEL MIDDLETON. 

Mootijil, 

The 27th April 1772, 


As the purpose of the Secret Committee in their private command has 
been fulfilled and as the conduct of Mahomed Eezza CaWn hath been referred 
by the Court of Directors to the examination of the Board at large, the Presi- 
dent thinks it necessary as well for their satisfaction as to enable them more 
clearly to understand the meaning of the Court of Directors in the restraint 
which they have thought proper to order on the person of Mqjhome^ Eezza 
Cawn to lay before them an extract of such part of the orders eff the Secret 
Committee as respect this particular subject which he desires may be re- 
corded. : — • 

t 

The President inya before Extract of a letter from the Secret Committee to the Preei* 
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In order therefore to make him. amenable to a due course of justice, and 
to prevent the ill consequences ttet might result from the resentment and 
revenge, which he may conceive on the knowledge of our intentions, we hereby 
direct and enjoin you immediately on the receipt of this letter to issue your 
private orders for the securing the person of Mahomed Rezza Cawn, together 
with his whole family and his known partizans and adherents, and to make use 
of such measures as your prudence shall suggest for bringing them down to 
Calcutta ; and it is our pleasure and command that they be by no means suffered 
to quit tbe place until Mahomed Bezza Cawn shall have exculpated himself from 
the crimes of which he now stands charged or suspected, or shall have [only 
and]* for the re venu es collecto.d by him in the Chucklah of Dacca, and have 
made restitution of all sums which he may have appropriated to Jiis own use 
either f rom the Dewannee revenues oy the Nabob’s stipend, and until he shall 
have satisfied the claims of all such persons as may have sjjffored by any act of 
injustice or oppression gomnaitted hy him in the office of Naib Dewan. 

The Board, taking into consideration the Company’s orders as expressed 
No. 4 — Board’s ReBolutiona in in their letter to the President, the object it has in 
•conwquouco. viow, and the measures that have consequently been 

pursued, and having received information of the Nawab Mahomed Bezza 
Cawn’s near approach to the Presidency, judge it necessary to come to an 
immediate dcLtfii’mination in wliat manner he shall bo received,, and having 
viewed the subject in all its different lights are agreed in the following 
resolution: — Resolved, that they cannot consistently with the orders of the 
Company and his present situation receive him with the honours which were 
usually paid him on the occasion of his former visits to Calcutta. 


The majority of the Board however, considering the rank of His Excel- 
lency Mahewned Bezza Cawn, the station he has filled, and the character and 
consequence he has held in the empire of Hindustan by the'lionours and dignity 
conferred on him by the King at the particular instigation of Lord Clive and 
his Council on the part of the Honorable Company, judge it proper that one 
o.f its members be sent to intimate to him the cause of his seizure, and to 
inform His Excellency of the points on which the Honorable Company express 
their displeasure, and that they look to us to obtain satisfaction from him for 
the injuries which they conceive their affairs to have sustained by his mis- 
management and corrupt administration. Resolved in consequence that Mr. 
Graham be appointed to wait upon His Excellency on his arrival at Chitpore ; 
and upon that gentleman’s motion for particular instructions to regulate his 
conduct in the discharge of so irksome a duty, the Board is of opinion lie 
should be furnished with a letter from the Government to the following purport 
, (here enter. No.*), and that he .further inform the 
o. not o«iu 111 un ic. Nawab in general terms of the heads of the accusa- 
tions laid to his charge which will afterwards be properly digested and delivered 
to him in writing. He is also to acquaint His Excellency that it is left at his 
option either to remain at Chitpore or proceed to his house in Calcutta, and 
should ho find the Nawab under any apprehension or alarm for the safety of 
his person he is to remove such wrong impressions by giving him full assurance 
of his personal safety, and further to dissipate all groundless fears it becomes 
necessary ho should give His Excellency a competent idea of the Honorable 
the Company’s intention in his seizure, which is merely to render him amenable 
to a due course of justice. 

• The President, Mr. Aldersey, Mr. Harris, and Mr. Goodwin beg leave to 
enter their dissents to' the last resolution. 



No. 6 — Mr. Goodwin’s Minute. 

I think that deputing a member of the Council to meet Mahomed Rezza 
Cawn at Chitpore, though not meant as a mark of respect by the Board, 
nrust have ?hat appearance in the eyes of people in general, and I apprehend 
the Company will also deem it as such, which I take to bo expressly contrary to 
their intentions as well as inconsistent with the circumstances and situation 
Mahomed Rezza Cawn at present is in; whereas I take it tO-M 
t he Company , by their having been pleased to divest Mahomed Rezza Cawn of 
Kui ordering his person, with his relations, dependants, and adherents, to 

3'» *[Sic. i« original.] 



be seized and brought down to Calcutta, and that measures be taken to prevent 
their making their escape, tbat.no honours whatever or even the appeamnee of 
them can or ought to be shewn him. Besides it may have such an ei^ect with 
the natives that it may discourage those who.otherwise. might 
to prefer against him from doing it, instead of which I think that all people, 
should rather be invited to bring their complaints against him and the cause of , 
his disgrace proclaimed ; in the meantime that both Mahomed Bezza Cawn 
and his Uewan should remain at their houses with guards over them to prevent 
their escaping, and that ho should not be visited or visits received from him. 
It may happen that Mahomed Kozza Cawn will prove himself innocent of the 
crimes the Company suspect him guilty of. I wish he may, hut from the strong 
manner the Company have wrote regarding him they must have been furnished 
with substantial grounds for their presenjt proceeding, otherwise they would 
surely not have put themselves to the expence of sending out a packet on 
purpose. 

For these reasons I must beg leave to enter my dissent to the resolution of 
the majority of the Board for deputing one of its members with the letters 
from the Governor to Mahomed Bezza Cawn, which I think would have a better 
appearance if conveyed to him through the Secretary as proposed by the Presi- 
dent, or through the Persian Translator. 

(Sd.) H. GOODWIN. 


No. 6 — Mr. Harris* Minute. 

The President having informed us that he had in part put in execution 
the orders of Jho Honorable Company, addressed to him direct by their Select 
Committee in a separate letter per Lapwing enjoining him to seize and secure 
the persons of Mahomed Bezza Cawn, his relations, dependants, and adherents, 
and that the said Mahomed Bezza Cawn with his Dewan are on their way to the 
Presidency, as prisoners under charge of an officer’s it appears to me that 

he thereby suffers the most apparent marks of disgrace, and their displeasure ; 
that the deputing therefore a member of the Board to receive him on his 
arrival is but an ill compliment to him in his present situation, and as whilst 
labouring under the serious and heavy charges preferred against him by the 
Honourable Company he must be considered as a culprit till he had vindicated 
his conduct, he cannot with propriety receive the honours heretofore due to his 
station. Consequently as a member of that tribunal, before wluch he is to prove 
^ his innocence or stand condemned, I should object to visiting him in my public 
M capacity ; the intention of the majority of this Board to console him thereby 
under his misfortune I am convinced proceeds from the most humane senti- 
ments, but I should suppose the assurancc.s from the President of a candid ami 
fair trial, with the most just and equitable decision, ought to be deemed suffi- 
cient consolation to a mind supported by conscious innocence ; whereas if he is 
guilty, all that can be said by a member of . the Board will, and indeed ought 
to bo ineffectual, but such a mark of favor and distinction may in some measure 
bias the weak minds of the natives in general, and of those in particular 
whose evidence may be necessary to his conviction, for which reasons 1 beg 
leave to enter my dissent to the opinion of the majority. 

(Sd.) J. HABBIS, 


No. 7— Mr. Aldersey’s Minute. 

In my opinion there will \)e a manifest impropriety in deputing a member 
of the Administration to Mahomed Bezza Cawn on his arrival at Chitpore 
or at the Presidency, as I cannot help thinking that it may be regarded in the 
light of a complimepjb at le^t, and that every appearance of that kidd s hould be 
avoided as totally inconsutent with the intentions of our employ e.rs both as to 
the mode they have prescribed for making a scrutiny jnto the oonduct of that 
Mihister as N aib Dewan and Naih Subah ; and the tendency that any mark of 
respect paid to him under his present circumstances may have- to disappoint 
those intentions or render it the more difficult to execute the express com- 
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mauds we have received from the Court of Directors by the Lapwing packet, and 
that whatever it may be thought necessary to communicate from the Board to 
Mahomed Kezza Cawn on his arrival at the Presidency should be done by tho 
hands of their Secretary, or Persian Interpreter. 

A 

(Sd.) W. ALDEBSEY. 


No. 8— -The President’s Minute. 

The President thinks it his duty to minute that the second resolution has 
passed without his assent. He wishes to shew Mahomed Ilezza Cawn pvery 
mark of attention and even of respect due to the station which he has so lately 
filled in tho administration of these provinces, and still proper, while his 
conduct is only a subject of enquiry. He also thinks it becoming the dignity 
and justice of the Government to give him such assurances as a man in his 
situation may stand in need of, whose ideas of the consequences of ministerial 
disgrace have been originally formed on the despotism and violence of Asiatic 
manners ; that however rigidly we may prosecute the enquiries which tho Com- 
pany have ordered to be made into his conduct, no personal jll-will shall be 
allowed to take place against him, and that equal and strict justice shall bo 
shown him. To this effect the President has already written a letter to 
Mahomed Rezza Cawn. 

But however he may approve of such private intimations he is of opinion 
that any public show of j:cspe.ct to Mahomed Rezza Cawn in his present cir- 
cumstances will bo incoiisistent with the restraint which has been imposed upon 
him, and may counteract the end intended by it, in creating an opinion in tho 
minds of the public that his power is but suspended, and thereby discourage 
those who may have complaints to prefer against him by the fear of their fall- 
ing hereafter under tho effects of his resentment. 

He ’ also thinks it very unbecoming tlie cliaracter and dignity of a 
member of this Administration to be employed on a public deputation to a 
man w lib stands accused by the Court of Directors themselves of tho most 
criminal conduct. 

Since however tho majority of the Board have resolved otherwise, he 
thinks it very proper that Mahomed Rezza Cawn should on this occasion be 
apprized verbqlly, and in general terms, of tho articles which have been laid to 
his charge. 

The following is copy of the letter to Mahomed Rezza Cawn alluded to 
in the preceding minute of the President. 

No, 9 — To Mahomed Kkzza Cawk. 

Prom the knowledge which I had of your character before my arrival in 
this country, and from the friendly intercourse which had commenced between 
us, it was my very earnest wish to cultivate the same good understanding with 
you which had subsisted betw'een you and my predecessors in this Government. 
It was therefore with exceeding grief and mortification that I found myself 
disappointed in those hopes by the peremptory commands which I have received 
within these few days past from the Company, with which you have b^n since 
informed by the proceedings of Mr. Middleton, in consequence of the directions 
which I was under the necessity of giving him. I am a servant of the Com- 
pany, and whatever* they order it is my duty to obey nor can I deviate little 
from it. I shall be happy in my private character if I can afford you any 
testimony of my good-will or attachment to you of which you will rest 

assured. 


As M^omed Rezza Cawn is now deprived of his office of Naib Dewan^ 
fbft Honourable Court of Directors have resolved to stand forth themselves in^ 
toe toaraZ o{ Dewan. The Board are of opinion that toe hfeora^^ 
T ,7 , to act for CouncIL should be directed immediately to uHairtake 

Uio prS^ *• Dowftn. the co^uct of that office until proper plans can be] 

formed for the management of so importimt a trust. It is therefore— 

5 
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Agpreod to send the following^ direction to that Board 

No. 10-Lctter to Moorshedabad To MiDDLBTON, Esq., Chief, fec^ Counqil of RcYfe 

in consequence. nue at _Mbor^edabad, Tl*B. «. 

Gentlemen— The Honourable the Court of Directors haring thought 
proper to divest Mahomed llezza Cawn of his station of Naib Dewan and 
havin" determined to stand forth publicly themselres in the character of Dewan,, 
we direct that for the present you take charge of that oflSce and perform the 
duties of it until we shall have settled and digested a proper plan for the con- 
duct and management of so important a trust, and you will immediately make 
this alteration public at the city as well as in all the districts appertaining to 
the province of Bengal. 

• 

Fort William, » We are, &c., 

The 28th April 1772, (Sd.) Members of Council. 


The Board, considering that the seizure of Amert Sing, who at present 
farms the western division of Radshai, may px'obahly induce the persons 
employed under him in that district to attempt an embezzlement or secretion 
of the revenues, judge it proper to enjoin the Moorshedabad Council to 
pursue immediate measures for securing the rents, and obviating any iil-oon- 
sequenccs that might otherwise arise from the privation of his authority, and 
the following Jettcr is accordingly written : — 

[ Ko. 11 — Letter :o Moorslitfilabad enjoining them to pnrsue measures To SaMUEL M iDDI.BToN, Esq., 
j \ for securing the revenues of UaUsbai, Auirit Sing’s Farm. Chief, &C., Council of lleveUUe at 

Aloursliedabad. 

Gentlemen, — As in consequence of our President’s orders to the Chief, 
the person of Raja Amrit Sing, the private Dewan to the Nawab Mahomed 
Rezza Cawn is in confinement, it may be necessary to recommend to you the 
taking such immediate measures as shall prevent the officers and people 
employed under him as the farmer of the Western Division of Radshai from 
taking advantage of this circumstance by withholding or embezzling any part 
of the revenues or collections of that district, and we request that you will 
use your best endeavors for securing the payment of Lis rents and obviating 
any other ill consequences which might otherwise ensue from this privation of 
Amert Sing’s authority. 

Fort William, We are, &c.. 

The 28th April 1772. (Sd.) Members of Council. 


No. 12 — Board’s Minute. 

As the charge of neglect or embezzlement of the revenues is equally 
applied by the Court of Directors to Setahroy, the Naib Dewan of, the Beha^r 
province, as to Mahomed Rezza Cawn, as they have directed a minute enquiry 
to be made into both, and as the leaving Setahroy in possession of his office 
after the measures which have been taken respecting Mahomed Rezza Cawn, 
and the conclusions which he must necessarily form with regard to himself, 
may put in liis power to elude any enquiry into his conduct either by private 
collusions with bis agents or by fight ; — < 

The Board are of opinion that it will bo equally necessary to lay an im- 
mediate restraint upon his person and that of his Dewan also. 

to write to the Chief Agreed therefore that the President be requested to write to 
o atuii to appreiiund SeUbroy. the Chief o£ Patoa for the above purpose in like , manner as 1^ 
has written to the Chief of the Durbar. 

6 
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Fort William, the 2ard May 1772. 

At a Consultation, . fblsent : 

Thd Hon’bli: Wakben Hastings, Freaident. 

William Aldebsey, Esq. 

Philip M. Hacres, Esq. 

Thomas Lane, Esq. 

Richard Barwell, Esq. 

James Harris, Esq. 

James Lawrbll, Esq. 

Henry GoowwiN,*Esq. 

John Graham^ Esq. 

Read aitd approved the Consultation of the 21st instant. 

The Board take into consideration the present situation of the army and 
the several stations of the troops. The President lays before the Board the 
following distribution of the army, which having been duly and attentively 
considered — 

Resolved it he adopted and immediately issued in General Orders — 


Distribution of the Army, 

Company of Artilleiy, 3 Bat- \ To march to and canton at 


Of the First Brigade 


tulions of Infantry. 

5 Battalions of Sepoys. 

1 Battalion of Sepoys, viz., 
that of the oldest Captain 
of Sepoys. 


Dinapore under command 
Colonel Champion. 


of 


To garrison Chunargur under 
the command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Wilding. 


Uke Company of Invalids now at Allahabad, 


Company of Arf illery, 1 \ To march to and canton at 
Battalion of Infantry, 3 ] Mongeer under command of 

Battalions of Sepoys. j Colonel Champion. 


Of the Second Brigade 


1 Battalion of Sepoys, viz,, 
that of the oldest Captain 
of Sepoys within the pro- 
vinces. 

2nd Battalion of Infantry. 

2 Battalions of Sepoys. 

Company of Artillery, 2 
Battalions of Infantry. / 


To he stationed at Bajhmabal 
subject to the authority of 
the Collector of that district. 


Of the Third Brigade 


1st Battalion of Infantry, 8 
Battalions of Sepoys. 

8 Battalions of Sepoys. 


To be stationed at Berhampore 
under the command of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Galliez. 

At the Presidency under the 
command of Lieutenant- Colo- 
nel Grant. 

To march to and canton at 
Ghyretta under the command 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Mor- 
gan, 


The Officers commanding bodies of the forces which compose the 2nd and 
3rd briffades are immediately and forthwith to repair "^ith the corps under 
thftir command to the several destinations assigned them, that they may reacli 
their respective quarters before the setting in of the rainy season. 

The bodies of the forces now beyond the provinces will receive their orders 
of march from the General. 
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The Officer commanding at Monghyr will wait till he can he relieved and 
then join his corps. 

The remaining corps of the army to continue where they are at present 
stationed. 

The brigades or parts thereof are to relieve the garrison of Fort Willjam 
according to one of the Regulations issued for that purpose on the 21st of 
August 1769. 

It being the object of Government that the rules of military service re- 
specting precedency of rank should be hereafter as strictly adhered’to as the 
nature of it will admit, as well as to obviate ill impressions and discourage- 
ments arising from every kind of undue preference, it is determined that all 
iixed.and. ^tablishcd commands, such as garrisons and cantonments, shall in 
future be delegated to the oldest officers excepting on extraordinary occasions 
or pressing necessity, which, from a peculiarity of circumstances may require 
a deviation from the general rule. In sucih cases the Government means to 
reserve to itself the power of appointing such officers as it shall .think proper. 

Pursuant to the above resolutions the senior Lieutenant* Colonels not 
holding separate commands are to bo appointed to the Sepoy Corps of the 
brigade to which they arc attached. 

The Field Officers arc stationed to brigades as follows ; — 


Lieut.-Col. 1 

: Wilding . 
Upton 

• * *1 Infantry. 

Lieut.-Col. ^ 

[ Muir 

[ Tottingham 

* * * 1 Infantry. 

Lieuk-Col. < 

\ Grant 

[ Galliez • 

* * * 1 Infantry. 

Lieut.-Col, 1 

'Goddard 

Cummings 

^Morgan 

. 1 Sepoys. 

Majors | 

• Blair 
, Auchmuty 

* ’ ’ 1 Infantry, 

“•i”' 

* 1 Infantry. 

Majors j 

Eyrct 

Wear 

* * 1 Infantry. 


The Board also deliberating on the little service the small body of cavalry in 
the Company’s pay can ever be of, and that in time of actual service it would 
be either exposed to the perpetual hazard of being cut off at any distance from 
the infantry or prove an embarrassment if joined to it, reflecting also that the 
expense of a body of horse capable of doing real service would exceed our 
means since the annual cast of so inconsiderable a number as we now maintain 
is not less than Rupees 3,01,675-1-2— 

Resolved that the whole cavalry, both European and Ilindostan. be directly 
disbanded and that the European officers, Serjeants, &c., be incorporated with 
the brigades. 



9 


Secret Departunent. Fort William, the Ist June 1772. 

. At a Consultation, present : 

The Hon’ble Wabben Hastings, ' President . 

% 

William Aluersby, Esq. 

Philip M. Dacres, Esq. 

Thomas Lane, Esq. 

Hichard Barwell, Esq. 

James Harris, Esq. 


James Lawrell, >Esq. 

Henry Goodwin, Esq. 

Bead and approved the proceeding's of the 28th ultimo. 

Received the following letter from General Sir Robert Barker 

To the Honourable Waheen Hastings, President, &c.. Council of Foi't William. 


Gentlemen, — I have had the honour to receive your letter of the 16th 
ultimo, and are rejoiced to find that my motives for mowing the troops at Dina- 
pore, although they did not appear to you from my first letter so satisfactory as 
I could have wished, nevertheless from subsequent representations have 
proved to correspond with your sentiments on that occasion, and it is with real 
satisfaction I learn that my conduct towards the Vizier has met with your 
approbation. ' 

Permit me now. Gentlemen, for your information,* transactions and conduct 
of the acting powers in this quai’tcr of the Empire for the last twelve months, 
as by it I hope to elucidate more particularly to you and to our Honourable 
employers, how far the measures I have taken, have contributed to the 
interest o^ the service, and counteracted such schemes as were evidently pre- 


3 udicial of the Company’s affairs. 

In my letters to the Secret Committee in the year seventy-one, it will 
appear how much I endeavored to prevail on and [amuse]* His Majesty from his 
intended scheme of throwing himself into the hands of the Malirattas, and I 
even preferred a Mahratta war to a Mahratta Government. Very soon after the 
arrival of the Vizier at the Iloyal encampment jn 

leave of the King, I discovered that His Excellency was carrying on private 
conferences wdt.h His Majesty regarding his future operations. Whether this cori- 
duct in the Nawab proceeded from self-interest, or to make the most of His 
Majesty’s distresses and departure as he found the King determined to leave us, 
or whether he really meant at that time to co-operate in the plan His Majesty 
had laid down, I will not take upon me to assert. But it was evident Hia 
Majessty had made over to him the sunnuds for the Fort of Allahabad, and E 
have since learnt that he at that time received also fresh grants for the district^ 
of Bunali, belonging to Haufess Ramut, in which it was but too evident 
had then some intentions of acting in conjunction with the King and th^ 
Mahrattas in the reduction of the Rouhilla country. The Vizier has himsel 
shewn me the sunnuds for Bunali since my arrival at Shawabad. 

The Nabob did not chuse to attend the King himself, because he should 
tlien have too much under the influence of the Mahrattas, “i® pride 
would not admit of il, unless he had the sole direction of affairs. Hehoweygr 
assisted the King with ten lacks of rupees and ten thousand 
him to the capital, and thereby secured the cession of the Fort of Allahabad,| 
and the hones of availing himself of some advantages by the destruction of the 
RouhilUT^Wieh the Mahrattas were directing their arms towards Suw^teul 
r ep^l^ ’ messages were sent from the King, desiring the Vizier to attend 
a?the presence, and before they attacked that place toe ^^hr^tas sent a V^ee 
to sound the Vizier and learn his intentions. Behur (ge and 
the persons employed upon this occasion, and the Nawab was told that Hi 

him his army, without delay, or the consequent wo^d 
he disaneeablwto him. Howaver I have reason to apprehend that the tine 

^ # [Sic, in original.] ® 



10 


intent of this Embassy was to sound His Excellency regarding his co-operating 
with them on this side the rivers by attacking the Bouhilli in the east, whilst 
they should attack thorn on the western frontier of their country. The Nawab 
From several prior conversations which I had with him on this subject, began 
bo discover the imprudence of such a plan. He knew ib'was contrary to the incli- 
^tion of the English that His Majesty had thrown himself into their power.. 
He discovered that their views were more extensive than he at first imagined, 
hnd dreading their establishing themselves so near his own dominions, he 
^new that the total crush of one of the Mussulman powers must add as much 
strength to the Mahratta tribe. He was not insensible of our jealousy of those 
powers, nor indeed could he depend on their sincerity, for it might have hap- 
pened that when he had assisted them in the reduction of the Rouhilli they 
would have destroyed him, and he could ^ith little confidence call the assistance 
of the English forces after having drawn a war so ridiculously on himself. He 
reflected on all the arguments which I had so frequently made use of to him 
at the rinnfftrftTin ft at Benare s, as will appear by my letters to the Secret Com- 
mittee at that time, wheiLi t w^^ determined he should join 

sition to the intentions of the Mahrattos to prevent His Majesty falling into 
tirefFfSiids. He Bad’ hlib doubts "wh'e£^er his connections wuth those powers 
might not draw him into measures that would infringe upon the treaty between 
him and the English. . In short he considered the interest of the English and 
that of the Mahrattas so diametrically opposite to each other, that to prosecute 
his plan he must either give up the one, or the other, and considering his dis- 
position and situation it is no wonder upon reflection that he gave up the 
Mahrattas, and the precarious hopes of acquisition, for the more solid and secure 
system of remaining satisfied in his Soubahship with the friendship of the 
English. But upo n this conclusion consequences started up before him, and 
he viewed the* resentment of the King and Mahrattas in strong colors. It was 
iheh that he wrote me when 1 was at Benares requesting a conference at Eaiza- 
bad, and sent Elich Gawn, with the Mahratta Vakeels, to relate to me the 
message which they brought to the Vizier. 

The Nawab found himself embarrassed in difliculties from which he could 
not extricate himself. The M ahrattas were then advancing towards the Bo hil li, 
and he wanted the advice and assistance of his allies. The knowledge of these 
circumstances were my inducements for acquiescing in His Excellency’s request, 
and at our first interview after my arrival he informed me with much 
anxiety that his situation was become very critical ; that his possessions and re- 
putation were in danger by his withholding himself from the schemes of the 
confederates; that to obey His Majesty’s directions under the present circum- 
stances, he was resolved not to do, as the Mahratta Chiefs had too great an 
ascendancy over the King for him to support the dignity of his station ; that 
he might be necessitated to enter into measures opposite to his inclinations, 
and interest, or otherwise leaving the King under worse pretensions than not 
joining him at all. To -remain inactive, and see the Bouhilli reduced by the 
Mahratt as was a&.bad, or worse ; for ho very justly observed that the Bouhilli 
would, to prevent a total extirpation, undoubtedly give up a part of their 
country, and would consequently be necessitated to join their arms to the 
Mahrat^. Such a general confederacy would immediately fall on him as their 
pext object ; and he further observed that in such case he must claim the per- 
formance of our treaty for the defence of his possessions. On the other hand, 
should the Mahrattas decline receiving any conditions of peace from tl\e 
Bouhilli, and the King determine on their overthrow, such an acquisition of 
country and riches would strengthen that power (already arrived at too great 
a height) to a very dangerous degree, particularly by establishing themselves 
so immediately adjoining his dominions they would be ever ready to fall on him 
when opportunity offered by his troops being called to the assistance of his 
allies. It was^ihis therefore that occasioned him such uneasiness.' tUe told me 
he saw the danger of permitting the Bouhilli to be subdued, and letting Se 
Mahrattas destroy the Mussulman powers one after the other in this Empire. 
It .WM then he made the proposal of marching his whole forces to the western 
frontier of his dominions, having received letters from the B/niliilli Ghiaf ta 
aasistance t o save them from -thn.. impending blew i and the 
Nawab judged that oh his ap pea rance at the frou tie^^ and my being 
10 
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which was necessary to give confidence to his negotiations, he conld effect a com-: 
l^fomise betw e en the Mahrattas and the f or a s um nf money ; and that 

by giving up a proportion of their country for His Majeit^’ suphort, they 
would rema.in in poi^ession of such parts as would be a barrier to His Excel- 
lency’s dominions ; it will also appear m my letters to the Committee why it 
was so particularly necessary I should attend him on this business. Soon after 
oar arrival at Lucknow, the Nawab rece ived answers to the pyopnaala he had 
made to H au fiss Bahmut that were lit tle satisfaefory to him , nor diarthef 
appear inclinable either to defray his expenses or give him a part of the re- 
covered country on the other side of the Ganges, pretending that an opposition 
wMJiflJafiOOSsary fox th® P?^serva^^^ of his own country as for theirs. 

It^ now became ne^ssary to urge the Nawab tq proceed to the frontier 
with his army, and be in a position ready to defend his own or the Corah 
province, and there wait the fate of war, since no terms could be made with the 
llouhilli; nor could His Excellency be prevailed on to march to their assistance, 
unless the English would attend him, although I represented the advantages of 
defending the Eouhilli possessions in preference to his own, which might pro- 
Imbly be the case when the Eouhilli were reduced. Having failed in our nego- 
tiations I had nothing left but to throw confidence into the Kouhilli, as would 
induce them to stand on their defence, and not enter, into any treaty with the 
Mahrattas ; and I could not have hit on a more effectual way than by assuring 
them, that during their absence for the defence of Succurtaul no advantage 
would be taken by His Excellency on their possessions adjoining to his country, 
having previously obtained a promise from the Vizier to this effect. These 
assurances they received with joy, and actually began their march for Succur- 
taul, when accounts of the passage of the Mahrattas o ver the Ganges and .the 
defeat of Zabitah Pawn reache<l.their.n^. The panic which ran through the 
■^ole Rouhilli tribe IS inconceivable ; each chief considered nothing but the 
safety of himself and family ; and having left their towns, and villages to the 
plunder of their own rabble, they most shamefully fled to the jungles, leaving 
the whole country open to the enemy. 

His Excellency, from such unheard of cowardice in the Eouhilli, concluded 
the Mahrattas would consequently detach a considerable part of their army to 
seize on such of the effects of the E/Ouhilli which they could not carry off, 
and leave a detachment of their troops to prosecute the siege of Nudzib Gun, 
and this conclusion led him to apprehensions for his own safety. He applied 
to me for the assistance of a brigade, saying that now the junction of our 
forces became a necessary measure for the defence of his country, and that if 
any attempt should be made, the time taken in writing to the Government and 
receiving their orders for the march of a brigade would allow the Mahrattas to 
make their attempt before our troops could be under order of march, and re- 

a nesting I would direct them to proceed immediately. Considering the Nawab’s 
ighty disposition, I did not hesitate to order the troops at Hinapore to march,! 
not only for the .reasons which he assigned, but to prevent him also from 
entering into improper treaties with the Mahrattas, since all the arguments 1 
could have made use of would not have availed under his seeming apprehen- 
sions ; and I was certain when he knew our forces were under march, the 
dread of our resentment would keep him from improper schemes; and give 
him spirit to withstand their offers, for he could not possibly have engaged 
himself In any treaty with those powers, but what must have been prejudical 
to the Company's affairs if not immediately in some future time, and indeed 
•I esteemed the present opportunitjr of supporting the 'Vizier a fortunate cir- 
cumstance to our affairs in India since it not only convinced the Nawab of our 
readiness to assist him, but it likewise became a test of his attachment and real 
sentiments towards us. For it is a trial which few Hindostanders could be 
atjje to stand ; and considering the suspicion which it was natural for us to 
entertain qf .his extraordinary military improvements, it appeared as if 
fortune hhd thrown these events in the way to prove his sincerity. To have 
abandoned him therefore in this conjunction of affairs, or indeed not to have 
shewn the readiest exertion of our endeavors to support him, would have been 
a failure on oyr part, and to have waited the Committee’s instructions on’ thi.s 
must to a man in his situation have appeared as an evasion to amuse him 
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under the expectation, of our assistance ; the consequences wrhich have arose 
from the measures ! pursued are apparent by the present situation of affairs. 

The Mahrattas from a , . certain knowled^_pf_tl^ 
march'to join the Vizier, and my appearance at the frontiers with a few batta- 
lions joined to His Excellency’s army, chose not to march a part of their troops 
to follow their successes, but retained their whole army together for the simple 
sieges of Nudgib Gur and Pattur Gur, and from these delays they have lost 
the^ season to conclude their operations. The Rouhilli who are preserved from 
extirpation have expressed their acknowledgments in several letters from their 
Chiefs to me, particularly Haufiss Rahmut’s letter, wherein he says — 

“ At this juncture that you and the Vizier with a view to the interest of the Rouhilli 
Chiefs have proceeded as far as Shawabad. It has been productive of the greatest advantage, 
hut for this Mahrattas oven now had entered this country. We owe this benefit to the 
^Almighty, and the friendship of you and the Vizier.'^ 

arc now assured that Sujah u’dowlaR shews an implicit confidence in our 
advice ; and when we take him by the hand he has resolution to withstand the 
intrigues of other powers with the alluring prospect of accumulated countries. 
The reception of the fugitive Zahital^ Khan who arrived yesterday, and the 
probability of Haufiss and the other Sardars throwing themselves under his 
protection, has given him a reputation which he never would have acquired had 
I not been with him. The distressed King too seeing the intentions of the 
self-interested Malirattas^ and the very little respect they pay to His Majesty will 
open his eyes, and it is probable upon the departure of those powers, unless 
they force him with them, he will join the Vizier in the management of the 
affairs of the Empire ; in wliich case I leave you to judge. Gentlemen, what a 
reputation the Company must acquire by being the means of such a X)rosp8rou8 
junction ; the Rouhilli too will never forget their obligations and the powers 
must view us in a favorable light. 

Let us for*a moment reflect on the consequences of having left the Vizier to 
himself during the present commotion. I believe it is not to be doubted, but he 
would have been deeply engaged in the destructive plan of the Mahrattas. 
Considering his flighty disposition, the flattering prospects of acquiring half the 
Rouhilli country, the resentment he bore that tribe, and the invitations he re- 
ceived from the King and the Mahrattas, how could he withstand it ; the conse- 
quences of such a junction, such connections, requires hut little contemplation; 
an alliance with those powers defensive to their new possessions are natural 
suppositions. The establishment of the Mahrattas and their increase of 
strength, a train of other circumstances will follow in your imagination, and it 
requires no great penetration to judge of events had a French invasion taken 
place. 

The payment of the extra expenses occasioned by the troops being called 
to the assistance of the Vizier has been agreed on. ! shall now settle the mode 
of that payment. 

Camp at Shawabad, I. am, &c.. 

The 15ih May 1773. (Sd.) B. BARKER, 


Fort William, the 4th June 1772. 

To 

The Hon'ble JEAN BAPTISTE CHEVALIER, 

Pbbsidbnt, &c., Cookcil at Chandbrnaoore. 

Gentlemen, — The letter which you did us the honour Jo write to us, dated 
the 23rd of March last, was received in due course, and would have obtained 
a more speedy reply had not the multiplicity of papers which accompanied it, 
all requiring translation, and the attention we wished to bestow on a subject 
which you deem of importance, obliged us amidst the hurry of more pressing 
affairs to postpone it till this day. 

But before we enter into the subject of your immediate complaint, you ' 
oblige us to re-call to your attention some circumstances relative to the former, 
since- you have taken an advantage of our candor in the censure of Mr. Cotep 
which we are sorry to say appears to us neither fair nor generouh. You tell U 9 
lar 
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in your letter that you were in hopes of more tranquillity after our “ acknoTT- 
lodgment of the injuries you had received by the many acts of violence and 
force committed by Mr. Cotes.** We ask you. Gentlemen, where we make 
this acknowledgment ? That neither your superiors nor ours may bo deceived 
by such an assertion, we shall here re-capitulate the sum of what we wrote 
respecting the transactions alluded to. W e complained of the violent and arbi- 
trary conduct of Mr. Chambon, in which it plainly appeared the disputes 
between him and Mr. Cotes had their origin ; but leaving him to your justice, 
wo declared that however great we thought the provocation which urged Mr. 
Cotes to free the Pycar Pockurdoss from the confinement in which he was 
forcibly detained by Mr. Chambon, yet we disapproved and condemned the 
precipitate manner which he took to effect it. We blamed him for his behavi- 
our towards Mr. Chambon, and for the rash step he took in the delivery of the 
Pycar, by which he very indiscreetly ^eprived himself of the privilege of com- 
plaint for the injuries ho had sustained, and transferring it to Mr. Chambon 
who w.as himself the aggressor. , Such, Gentlemen, and no more was the 
acknowledgment wo made, but further to convince you of our sincerity and to 
set you an example of removing every bar to mutual harmony we immediately 
determined on the removal of Mr. Cotes from Ivei'poy, where he had faithfully 
served his employers and erred only through the heat and indiscretion of youtli. 
It is not necessary that we should inform you of the particular reasons which 
have induced us to suspend the execution of it, and to allow of his continuance 
at Kerpoy till this time, since we are well assured that his presence can have 
had no influence on your affairs, of which we received no better proof than that 
we have received no complaint against him, and since Mr. Chambon, the author 
of all these disputes, both continues in his station, and if we may judge from 
the tenor of your letter, is fixed to remain there, we know not for what pur- 
pose, unless it be to furnish additional matter for disturbing the good under- 
standing between your Company and ours. 

If you mean to excite and treasure up a variety of trivial complaints to 
be thrown together into one sum and used afterwards as occasion shall prove 
favorable, ‘you could not have employed a fitter Agent. The harmony and good 
understanding between the two Companies will always be at the mercy of Mr. 
Chambon, while he is at liberty by purchasing private debts of 19 years* stand- 
ing under the plea of transfer for the payment of those claimed by your 
Company, to draw us into disputes equally irksome and unprofitable. 

But his late subject of complaint is of a new and extraordinary kind. ? 
It seems that the Government of the country of Burdwan in order to restrain j 
the unbounded licentiousness of your Besidents and Gomastahs, had found it 
necessary to establish a Court of Cutoherry with a Zilladar or Officer at thej 
liead, for the sole hearing and deciding on all claims of debt, and expected | 
that your Bactory should submit to its authority. One should think that to a 
nation so enlightened as the French and so conversant in the universal rights 
and powers of Government there could be no necessity of pointing out the 
legality, as well as the justice and the expediency of such a measure ; yet it is 
this alone of which your Resident complains as a piece of the most fiagrnnt 
injustice ; and which you, Gentlemen, have qualified with the names of contra- 
diction, chicanery, and evjsn violence itself. Had Mr. Chambon objected to 
the equity of the decisions of the Zilladar, with proofs to support him, there 
might have been some colour of complaint ; but he has effectually precluded 
himself from, this by refusing to acknowledge the jurisdiction of the Court : 
ai\d we for the same reason are prevented either from interfering in order to 
procure him redress, supposing him to be injured or from entering into a 
minute discussion of his complaint, since it is not on the merits of the parti- 
cular case, but on the general principle on which he rests. You deny the right' 
in the country Government to establish this Court, and therefore condemn 
its authority, but these are opinions which can neither be ^justified nor 
adq;utted. 

Bet us, however,, see what is the alternative you propose to this regular, 
and what we affirm to be a legal mode offered to you for the recovery of your 
debts — an unbounded power of seizing by force through the whole country the 
persons, effects, afid papers of those who are indebted to your Company, or to their 
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V servants or Gomastahs* or even to private people whose dealings are foreign to 
I yours, but whose debts you may have chosen to buy up. These pretensions 
i.need only be advanced to ho exposed. Upoh what principle of justice or policy 
i can you expect to be supported in them P You cannot surely imagine that the 
Government will ever permit, or we consent, to the exercise of an authority 
that would render you absolute master of the country,* If you. Or rather your 
servants, are suffered to seize at their pleasure whomsoever they think fft, 
without any check, to call your debtors, to imprison them, to drag them before 
them, where they sit both as judge and party, and finally to dispose of them at 
their mercy, does it not follow that the liberty and security of every individual 
is laid at your feet ? For what you now pretend to with regard to Pykars or 
weavers only might soon be extended to labourers, farmers, merchants, and 
even to the zemindars of the country, since the only criterion you allow to 
measure your justice by is your own declaration of the debt, and on this the 
exercise of your power to remain uncontrolled. Whatever may be the purpose 
of claiming such powers we are convinced you cannot in your own minds 
approve of them. Even Mr. Chambon, in the affair of his seizing Durgachurn, 
makes no scruple of declaring that he would agree to the violence and in* 
justice of his own proceedings, did not the English act in the same manner. 
Supposing for a moment it were as he alleges, can the invariable principle of 
right and wrong depend upon usage or precedent ? What is wrong is wrong 
(morally speaking) inwall situations, and from whatever hand it comes. A 
contrary sentiment may become the breast of the Resident at Kerpoy, but you. 
Gentlemen, in the wisdom of your Councils will not surely adopt it. 

The assertion you make of our having acted in the same manner we abso* 
lutely deny. We never claimed this extraordinary power; on the contrary our 
incessant labours have been employed to check and repress all violences in the 
administration of our affairs ; and if the presumption of individuals in our 
service has ever hurried them beyond the oounds of justice and moderation in 
their dealings with the country people, they have always from this Board met 
with the discouragement and censure they deserved. We are not ignorant that 
in the former unsettled state of the country several complaints were’ made, of 
which you are pleased to remind us. How far they were just we do not 
exactly know ; but on this head we cannot do better than refer you to the 
gentleman who has the honor to preside at your Board. His connections with 
the English at that period were considerable, and he was involved with others 
in the subject of those complaints against us. We are far from imagining 
that he exceeded the powers which you now claim as matter of right ; and 
yet these were sufficient to draw censure on us, and were actually assigned as 
some of the principal reasons for proceeding to violence against us. The 
gentleman referred to has too much candor to deny that in these pretensions 
he met with no support from our Board. 

You are also pleased to remind us of the revolution which, as you observe, 
bestowed on us the degree of power we at this time enjoy. Suffer us in our 
turn to observe that the revolution you allude to, though effected solely by the 
blood and treasure of the English, has turned out to the general advantage of 
all the European Powers. We have thereby acquired no preference to trade but 
what naturally arises from the extent of our dealings and correspondence ; and 
other Companies are enabled under our protection to carry on their commerce 
in peace and security, unincumbered with high expences and military establish- 
ments, emancipated from arbitrary taxations and interruptions of their inland 
trade ; and they are no longer exposed to the indignity of having their f^tories 
surrounded hy armed forces, and their gates shut up at the pleasure or caprice 
of the rulers of the country. You, Gentlemen, must have experienced its 
good effects at a time, when it would have suipassed the power of any manage- 
ment in India, to have borne you up against the distresses of the Company in 
Prance, if at the same time, you bad been exposed as heretofore to all the violence 
and despotismT of a Moorish administration. 

Such were the oppressions to which you and all -the European Companies 
w^re in former times exposed, and to which they patiently submitted, and, yet 
Gentlemen, you now talk of the humiliation your nation receives from being 
obliged to have recourse to a regular Court of Justice for the recovery of your 
14 
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debts. We cannot reply to this; your sensibility in this respect must depend 
on your own ideas, and not on our* judgment. We only lament their delicacy 
which prepares from such a circumstance so great a mortification. You will 
permit us to observe that the English nation in India has at all times been 
euqally attentive to the maintenance of their national honour and reputation, 
yet at no time did ever conceive it to be an humiliation for us to yield a 
proper submission to the equitable regulations of the country policy. 

We cannot avoid taking notice of one reason you in particular assign for 
applying to us on the occasion of your present complaint, “ that the province 
of Burdwan makes part of our proper acquisition, and consequently we alone 
have^ the right to order and command there the same as in Calcutta.” If 
this is the case, you answer yourselves. You surely would not refuse to ac- 
knowledge the jurisdiction oC our »Catcherry in Calcutta, nor worild Mr. 
Chambon within its limits dare to seize any of his debtors, and drag them into 
confinement by his own authority; any more than Mr. Stuart would presume to 
do the same in Chandernagore. If we have the right to order and command 
why, while you assert, do you dispute it ? 

With regard to the proposition , of taking Your debts upon ourselvea, did 
it depend upon us alone, we would gladly embrace it to free us from these 
disagreeable altercations, nor do wo believe it would be a great undertaking, 
if we are to judge from the magnitude of the complaints of Mr. Chambon’s 
letters, and the claim quoted by him as the immediate source of his present 
^evances, which does not appear to exceed fi 7 1-4-30, little more than 200 
livres. But t his is a poi nt whiclL we- as aeents for others are without authority 
t o undertake . We are however ready at all times to afford very reasonable 
assistance to facilitate the recovery of your debts ; and that you may no longer 
have a pretext to complain of the authority of these Courts, and to give you 
the strongest proof in our power of our candor and desire of supporting your 
Company in its just pretensions, we submit to your consideration whether the 
m ode of jarbi^ation would not be the effectual and least exceptionable of any* 
It is, as'yoiTweir’know, the common practice of the country and therefore will 
be readily assented to by the natives. If you approve of this we will use our 
influence with the Rajah for his authority in putting your balances in this 
course of liquidation, and are willing to interfere in it ourselves as far as you 
shall think proper in reason to require. 

This, Gentlemen, is, what for the sake of harmony we propose to you, 
and thus far we will go; but we never can admit of the pretences you set up. 
We disclaim all such for ourselves, and cannot allow them in others. We 
beseech you tlierefore to depart from them and from those proceedings, in con- 
sequence of which the country so loudly complains. It has ever been the 
glory of the English nation, jealous of her own privileges, to stand forth on 
all occasions in support of the general rights of mankind. The people of this 
country look up to us for protection, and we cannot better employ the power 
we possess than in saving them from oppression. Our interest as well as duty 
prompts us to this. Our title to the revenues would soon become vain and 
illusive if their 'collections were to be interrupted at all times at the will of 
any of your factors or Gomastahs, and the people of the country harassed and 
driven from their habitations. Bo persuaded we never can consent to the claims 
set forth in your letter and will not cease to oppose them. We esteem and 
respect the French nation, and will endeavour to cultivate their friendship by 
eveiy fair and honourable means, but we cannot to this desire sacrifice justice, 
good, order, the rights of the people, and the duty we owe to our nation and 
our employers. 

We hope. Gentlemen, this candid exposition of our sentiments upon the 
subject of your letter now before us will set the matter to you and^ to all the 
world in i^ true light, and serve to put a stop to further altercations of this 
n&ture between the two Companies in this part of India. 

Signed by the President. 

Fo&t William, 

The 4th June 1772, 

Agreed it be immedistely tnioecribed and sent. 
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Port William, the 16th June 1772, 

t 

At a Consultation, present: . 

William Aldersey, Esq., President 
Kichard Barwell, Esq. 

James Harris, Esq. 

Henry Goodwin, Esq. 

Head and approved the Proceedings of the 4th instant. 

Read the following letter from the Council at Chandernagore : — 

No. 1.— To 

Tub Hon’blb WARREN HASTINGS, 

Governor & President, Jfe to the Gentlemen of the 

Council at Calcutta. 

. Gentlemen, — This is tho third letter we have the honour to write to you, 

to complain of the continual obstacles that we have long since incessantly met 
,'with in the recovery of what remains due to our Company in the Aurungs. 
We at fii’st thought, with reason, that those people who raised them acted of 
their own accord, and that you would not hesitate to do us justice the moment 
you were informed of it, but your silence upon a subject so interesting, not 
h^in^ even vouchsafed to reply to our letters, proves sufficiently that in tlio 
whole of tliis affair your agents have only executed your orders. Do not then 
be surprised to see us take the measures in this respect w-hich our duty obliges 
us to do j as w^Il as the actual account that we have to render of our conduct to 
our superiors, who would have reason to make us tho sharpest reproaches and 
the most justly merited, if we did not lay the account before them, and in 
such a manner as to prove to them that we have neglected nothing ; but to the 
contrary that we have made use of every possible means to hinder their 
interests, which are entrusted to us, from being endangered ; to complete this 
object we have only one single method remaining, 's^iich is again once more tp 
repeat to j^QU, as we do this day, our entr eaties to cause the obstacles of which 
we complain and which occasion the most considerable damage and the greatest 
confusion to our affaii's to bo removed. If you persist in not paying attention 
to them, and in not assigning the reasons to us which you may have for causing 
us such considei’able losses, we hope you will not take amiss the regular protest 
which we propose sending you, accompanied with tho general account of what 
remains due to us and wliich you prevent our recovering. These will at least 
serve us a little and a proof to our superiors in France, who will afterwards look 
for the method which shall appear most convenient to them to get the justice 
done them in England which you have constantly denied us here. They will 
judge at the same time, Gentlemen, whether important letters which treat of 
national affairs and which are written to you by a Council who is the repre- 
sentative of its nation, ought to appear in your eyes an object of too little conse- 
quence to merit an answer. 

On our part, what comforts us is that we have no reproach to make to 
ourselves. We have spared nothing on all occasions to create and entertain 
that union and harmony which it would be so desirable to see reign between 
you and us, but so far from having been able to succeed, we have had nothin'^ 
but the concern to see the innumerable multitude of oppressions which they 
have made us suffer increase, and against which we have always in vain 
implored your justice. The subject of this letter is a fresh proof of it, which 
leaves not the least room for doubt. 

They deprived us by force and violence of the ground of Ghandela^ which 
we had bought for the purpose of transporting our factory of Jougdia [to}* (whifeh 
is more and more threatened to be overflowed by the sea) in spite of our 
haymg been in possession of it more than four or five years, and of our having 
paid for it to the zemindar of the place for which we have the pattah. We 
frequently preferred our complaints to you about it at the time. You know 
yourselves what justice we have obtained. We have been iniquitously and 
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shamefully driven from this place and still are so, notwithstanding the evident 
risk our f^tory at Jongdia runs> which has made no impression upon your 
minds. * 

• T 

For many months past your Agent at Houghly, Mr. Lushington, under the j 
name of Fougedar of that place, has not ceased to oppress our trade with a - 
thousand difficulties and chicanes every one more unreasonable than the! 
former. He stops all our boats without having any cause, and under frivolous^ 
pretences, which only shew his determined ill-will not to call it anything more.; 
It was in this manner that a few days ago he stopped several, which the Fouge- 
dar (who only acts by his orders) obstinately refused (in spite of all our re- 
presentations) to let come on to Chandemagore. It happened that a violent 
gale of wind arose, and they all jjerished, which caused a considerable loss to 
a private person of our colony named Mr. DelaBat. We immediately demand- 
ed justice of the Fougedar ; this man 'sends our Vakeel to Mr. Ijushington who 
in his turn sends him back to the Fougedar. It was then, at seeing ourselves 
thus tossed about, we declared to this gentleman by a letter which our Presi- 
dent wrote to him, that until he had rendered justice against the authors of 
this accident he could not disapprove of our suspending the payment of the 
rents, which wo owe for some land dependant on our colony. Mr. liushington, 
who looked upon this letter as offending the majesty of his post, immediately 
took his revenge upon several other boats that are actually stopped, and which 
they refuse to release. Be, Gentlemen, the judges of tfiis proceeding and see 
how much Mr. liUshington deserves to be reprimanded for it by you. With 
what right does he stop our boats in any case ? And why does he not let them 
arrive at Ghandernagore according to the immemorial custom, and in the 
manner it has been constantly practised ? Have they ever refused to pay him 
duty upon the merchandize ? A proof to the contrary results from the last 
account that was agreed to with his receiver, by which there only remains a 
balance due to him of about H40. Was it then to secure the payment of so 
moderate a sum that he should put a stop to our trade as he docs P That 
would be.laughable and ridiculous, besides it only depends upon himself to 
receive these 1140 when he pleases to demand them. If he has any other 
lawful reason for acting in so strange a manner, be kind enough to let us know 
them that we may be enabled to answer them in urging ours ; in the meantime 
we beg. Gentlemen, you will send him the most positive order that he may not 
again disturb the operations of our trade, and that he may release our boats, 
which have been actually detained above these eight days, and which run the 
same risk as those that have already perished. 

We have the honour to be with all the sentiments of the most perfect 
considerations. 

Gentlemen, 



Your, &c.. 

(Sd.) 

CHEVALIER. 

CO 

FUICOLA.D. 

C.) 

J. PANON. 

(») 

SINFRAY. 

GO 

BREU. 


. Chandbrnagobe, 

The nth June 17721 

Agreed extract of the above letter be sent to the Collector of Houghly and bis immediate 
and particular answer required. 

No. a.— To • * 

Mr. W1U.IAK Lushikotok, 

Collector of Houghly. . 

Sir,— W e have received a letter from the Director and Council of Ghander- 
nagore, containing some heavy complaints against your conduct, an extract 
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■wliereof is enclosed for your more particular information and that you may 
transmit to us a detail of the circumstance^ as they really happened to enable 
U8*to decide upon the subject in question. 


Fokt William, 
The 15ih June 1772. 


We aro. Sir, &o.. 

Signed by the President & Council, 


As we have already replied so fully in our last letter to the several com- 
plaints made by the French, 

It is resolved to postpone answering this letter until we hear from the 
Collector at Hooghly. 


Secret Department. Fort William, tho 18th June 1772. 

At a Consultation, present: 

William Aldebsey, Esq., President , 

Bichard Babwell, Esq. 

James Harris, Esq. 

' Henry Goodwin, Esq. 

Read and approved the Consultation o£ the 15th instant. 

Received the following reply from Mahomed Rezza Cawn to the several articles of accusa- 
tion against him as extracted from the Company’s orders under date 28th August and recorded 
upon our Consultation of the 16th ultimo 

No. 1— Translation of a letter from the Nawab Mahomkd Rszza Cawn under date 26th 

May 1772. 

I have the pleasure to enclose Your Excellency an answer of each separate 
article of tho translation of the Company’s orders relative to me, which you 
enclosed me in your letter. As you are intent upon justice and equity, I have 
the most flattering assurance that the invention of designing men (in what 
they wrote to the Directors of England) will in a little scrutiny become evident 
to you, and that these propagators of reports, who have brought me, the Com- 
pany’s well-wisher, in this situation, may be punished agreeable to their crime, 
and I receive justice, and my well-wishes being repeatedly tried by the Direc- 
tors in England, I may receive more honour than before. I am ready to reply ; 
and I flatter myself that I may be honoured with an interview with you and the 
Gentlemen of Council, and that you will issue your directions for withdrawing 
the guards of the Sircar, for they being stationed over me is the occasion of 
many evils. In tho first place my helpless children both here and at Moorsheda- 
bad are terrified. In the second place, being dismissed from my station, it is 
requisite that -I should consider for my cxpences, and plan for the payment of 
the loans of the merchants, which are very great, and the writers on account of 
the sentries cannot have access to me with their papers and accounts, and it js 
not probable that without understanding the accounts of'the merchant, and my 
servants, that I can plan for lightening my expences. I have particularly 
represented to you my circumstances. Whatever your understanding the re- 
pository of justice points out, direct that I may not be sunk under tho weight 
of my expences, and that I may no longer be ruined in the eyes of the 
public. ' , ' ^ 

The underwritten is an answer to the five articles of accusation against me, 
ex^tracted from the Company’s letter under date 28th August 1771 and received 
from the Governor and Council of Calcutta, under date I7th Suffin 1186 of the 
Jlijerry agreeable to the 22nd May 1772 - 
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Article Ut , — That he hath withheld the payment of a large balance due 
from him on account of the revenues of the Chuckla of Dacca, which were 
collected by him during the time hb was the renter of the said Chuckla. 

Answer.— -Aji that time, which was the scene of the troubles of Meer 
Mahomed Cossim Cawn, /ind for fear of whom no one gave attendance, what 
were the ^necessary well-wishersj* for the Oompany and assistance to the deceased 
Nawab Meer Mahomed Jaffir Cawn those I performed, and at his particular 
solicitation I consented to go to Dacca. In the Bengal years 1170 and 1171 1, 
payed the amount of whatever was collected on account of the revenues of thef 
Dacca province, without a dam variation, besides that, in the Bengal years 
117?' and 1173 what was received on account of balances, &c., that likewise I 
accounted for to Mr. Verelst at the time of the appointment of the salaries; 
that gentleman paid part of it to Maharajah Daleb Ram and to Maharajah 
Shetab Roy on account of their allowances, and tlie remainder he accounted 
for in my salary. After that, at the commencement of the Bengal year J.174, 
Mr. Syk es agreeable to the orders of the Gentlemen in Council went to that 
province and exanuned my receipts to the end of the year 1173, and he found 
no difference in my accounts ; and from that year what receipts your vassal ac- 
counted for (after the greatest scrutiny) being included in the bandebust, that 
gentleman appointed an Ameen on his own part to keep a check account of 
the daily receipts ; be pleased. Gentlemen, to examine this. 

Articl e - 3nd . — That of his own authority and knowing the same to be 
contrary to the express orders of the Company, and the regulations of the 
Select Committee, he did grant perwannahs to certain merchants for a mono- 
poly of the trade in salt for three yearn, and thereby occasioned a loss on the 
Company's duties on that article. 

Answer . — Sooberain Pawlet and Gunney Sam Sircar received a perwannah 
for the sale of salt at Gualparah (which is the district on. the borders of 
Assam) after the payment of the stipulated duties. Prom the tenor of 'their 
engagements, on account of the sale of salt in that district whatever they 
paid to the Boyal Cutchery, exclusive of the regular duties, was an advantage, 
and not a disadvantage to the Company ; and I did not give grants to merchants 
for an exclusive three years* trade which has occasioned a loss to the Sircar, do 
you. Gentlemen, be pleased to examine this ? And a person by name Teleuke 
Ram requested a perwannah for erecting a thousand new collieries in the per- 
gunnah of Roy Mungul, and considering that the making of a thousand new 
collieries in that district would be an increase in the manufacture of salt, and 
an increase of duties to the Company*s Sircar, I granted him a perwannah, but 
he quarrelling with the merchants there, and they complaining, in two or three 
months afterwards 1 suspended him, and prohibited him that business, and the 
perwannah was never carried into execution ; be pleased. Gentlemen, to examine 
this. 


Article 8rd . — That in the exercise of the authority committed to his 
charge he has been guilty of naany acts of violence and injustice towards the i 
natives . and. subjefita of the.prpvince of Bengal, and in particular that during | 
the height of the famine in the year 1769 he did issue orders for stopping the i 
boats laden with rice and other provisions intended for the supply of the city ■ 
of Moorshedabad, and forcibly compelled the owners to sell their rice to him [ 
at the price of 26 to 30 seers per rupee and resold the same at the rate of 3 or ■ 
4 seers per rupee and other articles of provisions in the like proportion to the 
destruction of many thousands of the people. 

Answer . — From the day that I was appointed to the Company’s affairs, I 
have approved of nothing except the well-wishes of the Company, and the 
benefit of the public, nor have I ever been the means of their distress or in- 
justice. I have always been under, the direction of the Gentlemen of Council, 
hpd th6 Gentlemen of Mootejyl, and the Gentlemen of Council have sent many 
orders to the Gentlemen of Mootejyl, which agreeable to his directions I have 
executed and they fell under the business of my department. If I have com- 
mitted acte of violence and oppression why did the Gentlemen at Mootejyl 
allow of it? Your vassal has committed no acts of violence and impression on 
jany one. Jnst so is the affair of the rice. In the time of the famine agree- 
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able to the customs of former Magistrates, I was night and day to the utmost 
of my power pressing tlie arrival of grain to relieve the public distress, and 
liaving told Mr. Beoher I had seven places appointed in the city for the dis- 
tribution of charity on the part of the Company, the Sircar of the Nawab 
Mebareok-ul-Dowlah, and myself ; and thousands received ndurishment from 
this, and were manifesting their prayers for the Oomfiany’s prosperity ; and in 
the like manner at Purneah, Dinagepur, Raj Mahal, Beerbhoom, and Hooghly I’ 
had places of charity appointed for the support of the poor, and what quantity 
of rice I purchased for the supply, of the Company’s troops I sent to Monghyr, 
and what I planned for the troops in the cantonments of Uurrumpore, to that 
likewise I was bound, in consequence of the orders of the Gentleman at the 
Durbar, and with a view of the business of the Company’s Sircar. Having 
purchased rice I did not sell it, and I never traded in rice, or any other kind 
of grain, nor have I in the least prohibited boats laden with rice, and other 
articles of provision in coming to Moorshedabad ; be pleased. Gentlemen, to 
examine this. * 

Article A.— That he hath abused the trust reposed in him as Naib Dewan 
in causing or suffering through his misconduct or malversation in the superin* 
tendency of the collections a diminution of the Dewannee revenue, and in 
collecting by violent and oppressive means large sums on account of the said 
revenues and appropriating the same to his oWn use. 

Anstoer . — Your vassal from the time of his appointment to the Neabut 
has never entertained an idea except the increase of the collections of the Com- 
pany’s Sircar, and wherever it was necessary to allow a diminution in order 
to dispel the complaints of the riots, and for the cultivation of the country, 
it has been done with the examination and scrutiny of the gentlemen resident 
at Mootejyl, lyider whose orders I was. Nor did I ever expend the Company’s 
revenues, nor having collected the revenues by force or violence from any 
man, have I appropriated them to my own use, but oven I have occasioned 
myself some loss for the completion of the revenues. The English papers 
and the accounts of the Calsah and the officers are ready ; be pleased. Gentle- 
men, to examine this. 

' Article 5th . — That in the discharge of the trust which he held under the 
I Nawab he has withheld and applied to his own benefit, nor hath given a due 
! account of the large sums which have passed through his hands on account of 
i the annual stipends of the deceased Nawab Nijam-ul-Dowlah and Syfe-ul- 
Dowlah which were allotted to them for the maintenance of their family, and 
the sepoys for the support of their dignity. 

Answer . — Prom the time that I was appointed to the Neabut of the Subah- 
ship, and an annual salary was fixt for the sepoys, and the private expences, 
what was for the private expences of the Nawabs that I delivered to them and 
they were masters of their own expences, and even kept several circumstances 
secret from me. Whenever the papers came to me to be signed, I was then 
acquainted with them. The cash books in the time of the said Nawabs are 
now ready in the house accounts. With regard to what depended upon the 
Nizamut (the management of which the Gentlemen of Council, agreeable to the 
treaty under the seal of the Company, delivered over to me) the large sums 
which have been repeated profits, have been paid to the Company’s Sircar. 
Examine that agreeable to the treaty how much was the n.TiTina.1 salary 
appointed ? And what salary is now remaining ? On this account a few people 
void of understanding, who had an influence over the .Nawab’s disposition, 
through enmity propagated evil reports, which through their artifice was the 
Nawab’s coolness. Notwithstanding all this, whatever I thought as proper that 
I represented as my advice, and never parted from the line of my acquaintance. 

I transacted the affairs of the Nizamut with their knowledge, whatever 
was the occasion of the wants of maintenance of their dependants, ahd the 
diminution of dignity was never effected by me, nor did I ever lessen the 
wages of any man. The old and new servants and dependants are present. 

‘‘ it is astonishing in which manner the sums can have been withheld, and I 
have appropriated them to my own use.” The accounts of these sums, which 
are deposited in the Nizamut, it was never a condition of the treaty that these 
20 
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papers should be delivered, nevertheless who is the person who has demanded 
these accounts of me, and to whom* I have not delivered them ? Anterior to 
‘ this, when the Gentlemen of Coimcil of Moorshedabad called for the accounts 
of expenoes, they were delivered ; judge. Gentlemen, if a man who agreeable 
to the agreements of the treaty has been manager in -this business, and is the 
occasion of profits of large sums to the Company is worthy of favour, or merits 
disgrace. 

Resolved the enquiry into Mahomed Rezza Cawn*s conduct be suspended 
until the return of the President. 


1 0^7.9^ 


wL I'J. t 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee from 6tlf August 1772. 


Fort William, the 6lli August 1772. 

Cossimbazar, the S8th July 1772. 

At a Committee present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, President. 

Samuel Middleton, Esq. 

Philip M. Dacres, Esq. 

James Lawrell Esq., and 

John Graham, Esq. 

The President’s minute. Tlio President delivers in the following minute 

The President feels a reluctance to dwell any longer on a subject which 
has divided the opinion of the Committee, and already engaged too much of 
their attention, but he thinks it incumbent upon him to say something in reply 
to the objections which liavc been made to his proposition, because he appre- 
hends that a very different conclusion may be fairly drawn from the arguments 
which have been urged against it. His own inclination will induce him to 
confine himself within the same hounds of candor and moderation which the 
gentlemen who differ from him in opinion have so properly chosen, and which 
ought to be invariably adhered to, wliere the end sought by all is the public good, 
and the pnly disagreement is on the mode of attaining it. 

The President has already declared that he meant by the appointment of 
Eajah Goordass, that this Government should avail itsidf of the abilities and 
influence of Hajali Nund Coraar for the purposes assigned, but it ivas his 
declared intention to exclude him from any formal trust in the Nabob’s service, 
in order to guard against any attempts wdiicli might be apprehended from 
his intrigues, thus leaving the Government at liberty to recall him whenever 
he shall be suspected of applying the opportunities afforded him to ill purposes, 
without giving umbrage to the Nabob or leaving a pretence to screen him 
from our authority. 

The President does not take upon him to vindicate the moral character of 
Nund Comar ; his sentiments of this man’s former political conduct arc not un- 
known to the Court of Directors, who, he is persuaded, will be more inclined to 
attribute his present countenance of him to motives of zeal and fidelity to the 
service, in repugnance perhaps to his own inclinations, than to any predilecti<)n 
in his favour. He is very well acquainted with most of the facts alluded to in 
the minutes of the majority having been a principal instrument in directing 
them. Nevertheless be thinks it hut justice to make a distinction between the 
violation of a Trust and an offence committed against our Government by a 
man who owed it no allegiance, nor was indebted to it for protection, ^ but on 
the contrary was the actual servant and' Minister of a Master whose interest 
naturally suggested that kind of policy which sought by foreign aids and the * 
diminution of the power of the Company to raise his own consequence, and to 
re-establish his authority. He has neyerjiecn.chaiged with. any instant of in- 
fidelity toihfi-Hahob Meer Jaffiir, the constant tenor of whose politics from his 
first accession to the Nizamut till his death correspond in all points so exactly 
with the artifices which were detected in the Minister that they may be as 
fairly ascribed to the one as to the other. Their immediate object was beyond 
question the aggrandizement of the former though the latter had ultimately an 
Mual interest in their success. The opinion which the Nabob himself enter- 
tained of these services and of the fidelity of Nund Comar evidently appeared 
in the distinguished marks which he continued to shew him of his favor and 
confidence to the latest hour of his life. 
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nis conduct in the succeeding administration appears not only to hare been 
dictated Tiy the same principles, but if wc may be allowed to speak favourably 
of any measures whicli opposed the views of our Government and aimed at the 
support of an adverse interest surely it was not only not culpable but even praise- 
w^orthy. lie endeavoured (as appears by the extracts before us) to give conse- 
quence to his Masfer, and to pave the way to his independence by obtaining a ^ 
nrman from the Kin" for his appointment to the Subahship ; and he opposed 
the promotion of Mahomed Reza Cawn because he looked upon it as a super- 
cession of the rights and authority of the Nabob. He is now an absolute 
dependant, and subject of the Company, on whose favor he must rest all 
his hopes of future advancement. 

But whatever may have been the conduct of Rajah Nund Comar in a 
different station, and on former occasions, the President cannot form an idea 
of any danger to which the Company’s interests can be exposed, by his influ- 
ence with his son in the office which is now prt^posed for him. No situation of 
our affairs could enable the Nabob, or any person connected with him, to avail 
himself by any immediate or sudden act of the slender means which he has left 
to infringe our power or enlarge his oAvn. He has neither a military force, 
authority in the country, foreign connexions, nor a treasury. A design of 
such a nature, if ever practicable, can only take effect by a long train of con- 
certed events and must* be the uninterrupted work of years. But, as has 
been repeatedly remai*ked, the father having no trust or authority, nor the son 
abilities equal to so great an undertaking, the slightest confusion Avill be suffl- 
cicut to remove the former and frustrate every hope of the kind for over. 

With respect to any other person who may be nominated for this charge, 
the President dotdares that he has fixed his choice upon Rajah Goordass, from 
the thorough 'conviction that no other will be found equally qualified to 
answer the particular purposes of that appointment. 

To conclude, at a different season, and under other circumstances, the 
President would acquiesce in the arguments which have been urged against liis 
recommendation. He should be very sorry to see Nund Comar become the 
Minister of a rival power because of his abilities. He thinks they may be 
most usefully employed in the service of our own Government. 

(Sd.) WARREN HASTINGS. 

(Sd.) JOHN STEWART, 

Secretary. 
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Proceedings of the’Secret Select Committee from 15th February to 4th 

October 1773. 


Fort William, the 16th February 1773. 

To the Hon’blb Warren Hastings, President and Governor of Fort William, &c. 

Sir, — I have the honour to acquaint you that the troops under my com- 
mand arrived this day at Cawnpore, and those of His Excellency will be here 
tormorrow. There is everything necessary provided for crossing the Ganges, 
but since my making known to the Nabob your instructions to me, he has 
declared he will not pass over till the last extremity. 

By our advices from Delhi the 26th instant the Mahrattas had not marched, 
and they seem from all accounts to be under great consternation at our ap- 
proach, and was I to form a judgment; I should think they will not venture to 
move down this season. 

I have the honour to remain, &c.. 

Camp at Cawnpore, . . A. CHAMPION. 

The 8Ut January 1773, 


Fort William, the I7th February 1773. 

At a Consultation present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, President. 
Brigadier-General Sir Robert Barker. 


William Aldersey, Esq. 
Thomas Lane, Esq. 
Henry Goodwin, Esq. 
William Lambert, Esq.' 


Messrs. Reed and Barweix indisposed. 


Read and approved the consultation of tile 16th instant.. 

The following extract of the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue stands recorded here as 
more particularly belonging to this department 

Extract of ike Proceedings of the Council of Revenue, dated the 8th December 1772. 

In consequence of Mr. Harwood’s representation of the necessity of an 
additional force to protect the Districts of Rajemahal and Bogleporo from the 
'depredations of the banditti who inhabit the neighbouring mountains. General 
Barker lays before the Board the following plan for establishing a corps for 
this purpose! 

The General proposes this corps for the protection of the inhabitants at 
the foot of the southern range of mountains near Rajemahal, and finally to 
extirpate those race of freebooters so detrimental to the collection of the 
revenues in those districts. He also would employ them as a useM partizan 
corps* should a considerable part of the Company’s forces be actmg m the 
field at the same time. The men should be chosen for their strength and agility 
more than from their 6»ppea,raiioe, and the establishment! armSf and dress for 
this corps ought to be considered with the nature of the services on which it is 
proposed to employ it. The annexed plan contains the particulars of the 
establishment, &o. That this corps may be prepared for service m speedily as 
possible, it will be advisable that the native officers to be attached to it 
should be supplied from the most active and experienced of those now super- 
n^eraries in the several battalions of Seapoys. Great part of the common 


• PartieM — “ A leader of a detached body of light troops who, knowing the countor in which the operations of 
war arfSm^on is employed either In obtaining intelligence or harassing the enemy, by falling on his rew.attoAing 
hiseonsovB and destroying iis line of communioatlons. during the PemnsulM camMgps, and Pi^otireuil 

(q. V.) du nng the war S 1870*71, carried on partisan warfare.”— M^r General G. h. Voyle s Military Dictionaiy. 
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• , 
parade duty will be left out, so the chief objects of the Commanding Officer, 
will be to teach them to manuvre with briskness, to inure them to fatigue and 
• labour, both in marching and held works, and to fire well at a mark. 


Battalion of light infantry to 

cj'atn The establishment of the corps to be as follows 

Brooke. 

^One battalion consisting of eight Companies of 60 privates each, and two 
^Companies of grenadiers of 100 each, to be armed with light fuzes or 
carabines, shafts, bayonets, and belly-pouches. 

The dress — brown leathern jackets, close leathern trouzers, and coarse green 
cloth caps. 


Europeans. 

One Captain. , j ^ Four Ensigns. 

Three Lieutenants. | Ten Sergeants. 

Black Officers^ 


Oqe Commandant. 

Ten Snbaclars. 

Thirty Jemrnidurs, 10 of whom to act as 
colour meu. 


Fifty Havildars. 
‘ „ Naicks. 


Privates. 


600 Seapoys. 

20 Hatchet men instead of tom toms 
to bo armed with blunderbusses. 
12 Trumpeters, • 


12 ’Bustles. 

4 Armourers. 

3 Sircars. 

2 Black Doctors. 


JV. B . — Two stand of colours for the corps, and a small flag at the end of a pike to dis- 
tinguish each company. 


One Sergeant and one Gunner. 
Two Howitzers, 

One Magazine Tumbrel. 

One Serang. 


Artillery, , 

Two Tindals. 

Twenty-four Lascars. 

Twenty-six Draft Bullocks. 

Three Elephants for the Baggage. 


General Barker further informs the Board, that in consequence of the Com- 
pany's orders, ho is at present employed in preparing a plan for a general reform* 
ation in the Seapoy establishment, and proposes to include these Rangers in such 
a manner as he hopes will occasion a saving to the Company, the .Board approv- 
ing of the General’s plan. 


Resolved that a corps be formed in the manner proposed to be substituted 
in the room of the battalion now stationed in Rajemahal, but that it is to 
remain attached to the brigade like the other battalions in the service. 

The General begs leave to propose Captain Robert Brooke for the command 
of this corps as an active officer and who has particularly distiuguished himself 
in Bartizan service both on the Coast and in Bengal. 


Agreed that he be appointed. 

Ordered that a copy of these Besolutions be transmitted to the Secretary to the President 
and Council in the Secret Department. 


The following extracts of letters, correspondence, orders, and advices relat- 
ing to the affairs of Cooch Beyhar being originally transaci^ in the Council 
of Revenue at which Board the treaty with Rajah Nazir Deo was first settled 
and agreed to, 'were not received in regular course in this department ; but as 
they are now referred here, and it being determined that these matters shall 
always be taken up at this Board, they are here entered and are as follows 

c 

Hjrtretet of a letter ^om the Couaeil of Revenue to the . Comvtittee of CireuHf dated the '‘let 

J^eeember 1778. * 

^ As you are now on your way to^ Rungpore, we think it proper to advise you that we hare 
J^ted out ai^ expedition consisting of four Companies ’of Brigade Seapoys fromT.tae dth 
B^wion undef'^QM Command of Captain Jones t o free the Zemindary of Cooeh Bey bfly 
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• • • 
the ravagea and invasio n of the BootanaerB and rwlnnA that co«ntry_i.() jte former ^epeni- 
ance on the (iovernment of Bengal. We dftsire you will take this jsul^ect under your congidera- 
tion, and give us your opinion upon the farther stepg which it may be necessary to take foi 
bringing to a speedy and succesgiul igsue ; euch ag you shall judge to be immediately requisite 
we desire you will cause to be carried into execution. 


Copy of a letter from the Collector of Rungpore to the Council of Kercnue, dated, the 
Zlst November 1772. 


Hon'blb Sir and Sirs,— T he Governor haying informed me that he 
diad laid the representations before you which I had made to him regarding 
’the state of the Gooch Beh'ar country and the tender made by the Eajah of its 
revenues, and that you had in consequence been pleased to resolve upon the 
defence of it, and afford the Eajah assistance against his enemies, I wrote him 
signifying your pleasure, and requiring his acquiescence to the terms contained 
in the enclosed paper, agreeable to the instructions sent me by the Governor, to 
which the Eajah has signified a teady compliance. In dhso you may think 
proper to make any alterations in any of them, I do not doubt they will he 
r^dily accepted, as late intelligences from Beyhar say that the Eajah is sur- 
rounded on all sides by the Bootanners and is reduced to very great straits, 
which will discover to you the necessity of sending the force you may judge 
requisite with all possible expedition ; from the best accounts I can obtain the 
number of. the Bdo tanners are about 4,000 men, who, I am informed by every- 
one, will retreat very precipitately when the appearance of our troops shew 
them that you are in earnest in your intentions to’ relievo the Eajah from t^jie 
unmerited oppressions he’ now labours under. I have therefore now sent a 
Company of Seapoys to Nazir Deo to remain with him and protect him untE 
I hear from you, which I hope will meet with your approbation. 

Nazir Deo having signified two requests by his Vakeel, though not in his 
letter to me, I think proper to lay them before you for your determination, only 
taking upon me to assure the Vakeel that you would comply with every proper 
requisition. The first is* that he may have the power continued to him of 
nnfning his own rup ees as ^before, being the Narany rupees which are current 
through Eungpore, and the other that Durrup_DetV.who was a servant of his for- 
merly but now his most inveterate enemy and persecutor, msgf ho br ought into 
dim subjention to him . Durrup Deo is Eaj ah of Byn untpoi^ a province to the 
north-west of Beyhar, which pays Government a tribute of Ki0,000 per annum,, 
as you will perceive by a reference to the bundobust paper of last year. ' 

I have already received on account of the troops ytich are to be employed 
on this service fi5,000, and expect fil5,000 more in ten or twelve days, the Nazir 
having informed me that tho distracted state of his country at present will not 
allow him to pay so large a sum down at once. 

Having received intelligence from Jughugopah that a body of 2,000 
'^otanuers were come down towards Bisnu, a purgunnah a little to the north- 
ward of Jughugopah, and had summoned the EajAh of Bisnu to join them 
against Nazir Deo, I have written a letter to the Eajah threatening him ^ith 
kthe Company’s displeasure if he affords them any kind of assistance. 1 have also 
thought it advisable to order the Subadar at Jughugopah, who is stationed 
there with a Company of Seapoys, to oppose all Bootanners, whether single or in 
a body, passing through our districts into Beyhar, since, should they obtain a 
passage from Eangamatty, they will come in upon a place where the Nazir's 
family reside, whom, if they get into their power, they will reduce the Nazir to 
their own terms. ' ^ • 

I beg leave to request your instructions for my conduct, and remain with 
the utmost respect, &c. • . ^ 

■ « 

Letter froniathe Council o£ Revenue to 'the Committee of Circuit, dated the 4th December 1772. 


Gentlemen, — ^W e have received your letter of the 27th ultimo. 

’Rpoloaed we t ransmit you a cop y of a letter we have received -from tfeS' 
GolleS^ of Rungpore*“regaxding an engagement he has prppqsed to eatw into 

"w^htc 


witTTtBft nf C ooch Beyhar, wKlcilfwentrrely approve, and weno^^d 

you a copy of the treaty to heexebuted by the Rajah and returned usi •when a 


counterpart shaU be signed by the President and Council, and transmitted to 
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the Bajah ; any further Begulations you may judge necessary to make we leave 
it to you to confirm with the zemindar, and also to d ecide upon his r equests 
with-JJespect to the coinage of Uar any Bupe es _and the annegring to liw 
zemindary the Purgunnah of Bycuntjiqre. 


Letter from tlie C ommittee of Circuit to the Council of Revenue, dated the 23rd Decem- 
ber 1772. * 

Hon’blb Sie and Gentlemen, — We have been honoured with your com- 
mands of the 1st and 4th instant, and the Collector of this place has laid before • 
us copies of his correspondence relative to the expedition undertaken for the 
defence and annexation of Cooch Beyhar. We have, in consequence of the rights 
thus submitted to us, and the authority with which you have been pleased to 
invest us, resolved to dep ute Mr. Furjing to procure the execution of the treaty 
by the Bajah, and to settle wiffi^im'fdr iKe ievenue to be .paidLlfbul^he ICoih- 
j>any. 'Off' these and other points we have furnished Mr. Purling with a letter 
of instructions, a copy of which is herewith transmitted, and we hope w'ill meet 
your approbation. 

Advice has just been received from Captain Jones of his having succeeded 
in carrying by assault the Fort of Beyhar. The Collector having laid before* us 
that officer’s letter to the Governor, we have in consequence held a Committee, 
a copy of the proceefllngs of which is enclosed, and we hope* will receive your 
approbation. ^ • 


Extract of a letter from the Council of Revenue to the CommHtee of Circuit, dated the 5th 

January ,1773^ 

We bave been favoured with your letter of the 25th ultimo, which conveyed to us an extract 
of your proceedings on^he settlement of the Cooch Beyhar Districts. ' 

The Commission you have thought proper to give Mr. Purling for concluding the treaty 
with the Rajah meets with our entire approbation, as well the timely reinforcement you sent to 
Captain Jones, from whose success and from Mr. Purling’s services we flatter ourselves this 
object will soon be brought to a happy issue. 

The presence of Captain Jones’ Battalion affords a good opportunity of reducing the 
Bycunt BAjah to obedience, and we entirely concur in the instructions you have given for that 
purpose. * 

Immediately on the receipt of Captain Jones’ advices, our President gave orders for the 
remainder of his Battalion to proceed to Cooch Beyhar, and we must leave to Captain Jones to 
judge whether or not the assistance of the Purgunnah Com panics, will be necessary after the 
arrival of this reinforcement! If not, let them be sent back immediately to their station. 

If the Rajah of Cooch Beyhar can be prevailed upon voluntarily and chearfully to relin- 
quish the priviledge of coining, we would be glad to have it effected out ; but if he yields to it 
[with reluctance, which we imagine will be the case, we would not wish to insist on it. 

As to the proposition' of meliorating the standard coin of the country we apprehend the 
Rajah will, with difficulty, be brought to assent to it, as he, no doubt, derives an advantage 
from its debasement, nor are we. clear that this alteration would prove benefleial to Bengal, as 
it might induce the Bootan merchants to carry their money into northern countries from 
wheifce it would never return. 

Having thus delivered our opinion on these points, we refer it to you to settle them with • 
the Bajah in such a manner as on mature consideration and your further enquiries may appear 
most for the advantage of the Company. 


To the Hon’bi,b Wabbbn Hastings, President and Governor, drc. 

Hon’ble Sie, — Having information that the fortress possessed here by the 
Bootans was to be reinforced to-day by four thousand men, I resdlved on an 
immediate storm, which I have happily executed, though with considerable loss, 
as it was resolutely defended by a very great multitude. 

I have lost a good many Seapoys and manymore wounded ; a return shall 
be sent to-morrow. 

Lieutenant Dickson is wounded in the breast and knee ; I have received a 
•ball through my right arm. 

. I find by some prisoners we have taken that there are really four thousand 
of these people expected hero to-night. I shall issue as prudent orders for a 
defence as I possibly can. 
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The next post possessed by the enemy is not more than a coss distant, but I 
am afraid it will be impossible for me to attempt anything against it without 
a reinforcement. 

The Seapoys behaved extremely well. I cannot sufficiently praise the H 
bravery and resolution of the officers under my conunand. ^ 


Seyhab, 

4 

The 2Ut December 177S. 


To the Hon’blh Warbbn HastIkos, President and Governor, &c. 

• 

Hon*blb Sir, — I desired Lieutenant Comfort to transmit to you yesterday 
a list of the killed and wounded. Soon after I had possession of this place I sent 
out Harcarrahs all over the country : most of them are now returned and inform 
me that the enemy are retreated at least seven or eight coss from this. I have 
ordered the Harcarrahs farther off for intelligence. 

I sent this morning a Subadar and a Company of Seapoys towards the posts 
along the river, which they found the Bootans had abandoned. The suddenness 
of our attack on this place appears to have been very lucky; a very, great body 
t)f them were within hdlf a mile of our camp the night before the attack, with 
stakes, &o., to assist in strengthening the place ; a few of them advanced and 
were fired at by our sentries. Our beating to arms and forming intimidated 
them 80 much that they retreated leaving their stakes, bamboos, &c., in the 
jungle. This circumstanoe I did not know till this day, and have reason to hope 
that the Bootans are so much frightened as to prevent our being obliged to beat 
them from each post, which would probably have been attended with much more 
loss than this attack has cost us. . 

The. Rajah of Beyhar writes me word that he will be here in a few days* 
I have therefore delayed sending any message (by the prisoners) to the Bootans, 
especially as they are so far removed. As soon as the Rajah has given me far- 
ther information relating to the state of his country and of his opponents, I 
shall do myself the honour to inform you of it ; in the meantime I presume to 
hope that what I have done will meet with your approbation. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

Beyhar, J. JONES, Captain. 

The 24th December 1772. 

P. /S'.-*- My wounds and Mr. Dickson’s are both in a favourable way. One 
wounded Seapoy is dead, but Mr. Durham tells me he expects .all the rest will 
recover. 


I have the honour to be, &c., 

J. JONES, Captain. 


To the Hon’ble Warren Hastings, President and Governor, &c. 

Hokohrei) Sir, — I did myself the honour of writing to you from Mowamany 
the 24tL The only road for the artillery was round by LoUbazan, which has 
occasioned my being so long in reaching this place. My Information this 
night is, that iLbody of the Senassies are withiA^four coss of us, at a place 
called P iinnjnd^ ga., lhat tiiey~Eave two other posts all within the space of a 
COBS and an half of each other. ]!i Tnamh tfO-Tnorraw morning very early, and 
hope to he able to attack them a t the first place, and shall proceed to every 
exertion of the force under me to drive them out of this country. Durrup Deo, 
whose fdrees are join^ wit h the Senassies, and under hope of whose reward^ 
t^e/hi^e yet stood, irat lAiokipore ; one of the passes into the Hills of Bootan,* 
Rohimgunge, and the country to the westward., I hear, is deserted. The 
strength of the en epay is by most accounts sdid to amount to five or six. thou-. 
sand men . * ^ * 

I have the honour to enclose you a return of the troops now under my 
command which the hurry of my march has prevented my doing before.. 
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My situation will, I hope, plead my excuse for any incorrectness in this 
epistle. 

I have the honour to be, &c.’, 

Patgong, ' J. JONES, Captain. 

The 27th January 1773. 


To the Hon’ble Warren Hastings, President and Hovernor, &c. 

* Honouhed Sir, — I wrote you of yesterday’s date. 'About eleven o’clock this 
morning I came up with the SenassieSK-with whom were joined some of Puixup 
De(/8 p eopl e. They immediately advanced and endeavoured by their numbers 
£6 kurrouud us at a distance. I detached parties on the flanks and reap which 
prevented them. They kept retiring, as I advanced, out of the reach of our fire- 
locks, and threw their rockets pretty thick ahiongst us, by which I had one 
man killed and four dreadfully wounded. The Sedpoys shewed great steadiness, 
kept their ranks, and advanced without firing a musquet. O ne r ound shot, of 
which I have very little left, reached the enemy and did some execution j tjiey 
at last broke and fled over the country. I thought it dangerous to attempt 
pursuing them., I hear they are all joined at Bouthaut, four coss to the north- 
ward, wherQ there is a 'f<fi:t. I am not determined on m.y next motion till the 
return of the Harcarrahs whom I have sent out for intelligence, of which I will’ 
do myself the honour to inform you. 


SiBGUNGE ON THE BANKS 
OP THE EeNEAH, 

Th6 28 Ih January 1773, 


To the HoN’BtE Warren Hastings, President and Governor, &c. 

Honoured Sir, — I enclose a return of the killed and wounded in our late 
affair with the Senassies, and also a monthly return of the battalion. 

Late last night I was informed that the Senassies had all crossed the 
Teesta and sunk the boats they made use of. This produced the necessity of 
my marching after them to Bouthaut, &c. I now propose. taking, possession tq^- 
morrow of the Fort of Rohimgunge, from whence, if the situation of Beyhar 
with regard to the Bbotans, of which Mr. Purling will advise me, does not render 
■ it dangerous, I shall proceed to cross the river to Gilpygory, a principal fort 
belonging to Durrup Deo, where I learn ho is inciting the Enquires to make 
another stand. I do not doubt*but they will fly before us ; if they should not, 
iTinust invest them in it and wait the arrival of the supplies of ammunition. 

. I am, &c., 

Chinoerabandanigh, Sibgunge, J. JONES, Captain. 

The 30th January 1773, 



To Philip Milner Dacrbs, Esq., President, &o.. Gentlemen of the Committee of Circuit, 
at Dinagepore. » 

Gentlemen, — 1 am honoured with your letter of the Sth instant, have 
some pleasure in being able to inform yoii that I this day saw the Nazir Deo, 
who came here with the .young Bajah, and that he expressed (after being* 
^uainted that I was the person with whom he had corresponded) the greatest 
satisfaction and confidence in me, and told me that he put himself entirely 
into my hands, and depended upon me for the support of the young Hajah in 
his country. I took that opportunity of telling him that nothing could shew suoh 
a confidence so much as the soparating his ca,mp from Jhat-Of lhe.8enassies, who 
were only an useless expense. To this he has consent^, saying that he would, if 
we go out into a plain, come and eucajnp with us ; and upon my acquainting him 
‘ .30 
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with the purport of the Governor’s letter, just reoeived, informing me that he had 
been pleased to order up the remainder of Captain Jones* battalion, ho proposed 
of himself the dismission of the Senassies, and his own trooi)S, excepting a few 
about bis own person. ‘This 1 did not choose to urge too sanguinelj, particularly 
as the Senassies have been so much alarmed,^ since my arrival, as imagining we 
shall attack them, that they have been tliree nights under arms and have of 
themselves proposed to leave the country, which I intend allowing them to do ; 
and if the rabble he has for Seapoys can be made ryotts of, it must be highly 
advantageous to this at present deserted ruined country. The Nazir Deo 
himself is quite a young man and has neither sense nor power to carry his own 
orders into execution. Until this is rectified, and the country is allowed time 
to recover from the late ravages, I fear the perpetual settlement for our Hon’ble 
Masters will not be adequate to our expectations, nor will it be a just one. 

Tlie Bootanners, I am informed^ will rnake overtures for a peace. As the 
parts'bn the other side of The S^rfedunga to the hills, which is an extent of about 
four*coss, has been possessed by ‘them these fifty or sixty years, I am of 
opinion that if we do not allow it them, that it may be ever a boxie of conten- 
tion ; but if we allow them thd possession of it, provided they build no forts or 
strongholds between the Sorredunga and the hills, they may probably be con- 
tented, and insure us peace on their side and a quiet possession of this country. 

• Nazir Deo is at present so very poor on account of the. long war, that I. 
am afraid he will not be able immediately to compls^ with the demand of 
R60,000 stipulated by treaty.' I shall, however, assure you that I will use my 
utmost diligence to get him to pay it. 

Agreeable to your directions I have ordered down a Company of Rungpore 
Seapoys from hence, and have wrote to Mr. Speke to send your Company to 
Dinagepore. 

I am, &c., 

Betuab Fort, CHAS. PURLIN G. 

The 12th January 1773. 


To Philip Milnbii Daorbs, Esq., Pi-esident, &c.. Gentlemen o£ the Committee o£ Circuit 
at Dinagepore. 

Gentlemen, — I have now the honour to transmit you the treaty executed 
by the Regent of Beyhar, having informed him that a counterpart would be 
returned him signed by the Hon’ble the President and Council, after which 
I put him in possession of the fort and capital of his country. Captain Jones 
having thought it advisable to encamp at a little distance to the northward. 

Having prevailed upon the Nazir Deo to dismiss the Senassies he had in 
pay at a most heavy expense without receiving any real service from them, I 
shall make my next object the procuring of ,1110 remainder of the R50,000 
stipulated in the treaty. And I request your instructions regarding the dis* 
bursements of it, whether for the pay of the Seapoys, together with all the 
extraordinary expenses in marching the detachment, of ammunition, &c., 
or only for the latter. I have already informed you I cannot wish the adjust- 
ment between the Company, and the Rajah to be yet made up on account of the 
total devastation and desolation of the northern parts of this province as far 
as the Bootanners have penetrated, • . 

As the Bootqnners have made overtures for a peace,^. I propose, spying here, 
till the remainder of Captain Jones’ Battalion arrives, by which time I expect 
to get far in a treaty with them, whom I have taken every pains to convince 
that we desire no farther possession than the limits of the Cooch^ Beyhar 
country, and it is not our meaning to molest them, if they do not oblige us to 
continue their enemies by prosecuting their unjust claims to this district. I 
have also sent them two of their prisoners as a token of our good intention who 
(I'must do Captain Jones the justice te say) will return with accounts of the 
most humane treatment of'all the Bootanners who have been taken. The ni^t 
unpression has occasioned their retiring within their own ^undary, being, from 
every information I can procure/ about 4 coss below the hills, where they have 
hitherto remained quiet. 
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i When I find matters in a fair way to a conclusion with the Bootanners, I 
propose sending Captain Jones to the reduction of the Bycuntpore country 
according to your instructions. I have the pleasure to inform you that the 
Bootannem have entirely deserted Durrup Deo, who retired from Beyhar upon 
the first attack our Seapoys made, and is endeavouring to entertain the very 
party of Senassies whom Captain t'homas engaged aud who are now at Santou- 
gunge in this district. • 

As all my provisions are brought from the distance of 12 or 15 coss by 
land, and I must be at great expence in servants, &c., in the present appointment 
(rhich you have been pleased to bestow on me, I hope it will not have the 
ippearance of presumption to request leave to charge my expences in the 
Rungpore monthly accounts, or that you will be pleased to point out some 
lource by which they may be defrayed. 


Beyhab, 

The 17th January 1773. 


I am, &c., • 

CHAS. PURLING. 


TTo'Mr. Chablrs Purling at Cooch Beyhar. 

SiE, — We have received your letters of the 12th and 17th instant. 

We entirely approve of your having. prevailed u23on the Rajah to dismiss 
the Senassies, as they were only an useless expense upon him at a time that he 
could by no means afford to maintain them. 

We make no doubt but the country must be in a desolated state from the 
ravages committed in it during the late wars ; but as Durrup Deo has fled the 
country and is deserted by the Bootanners, we do not think he will have it 
in his power to give Nazir Deo any further molestation. We would, therefore, 
recommend it tb you to use your best endeavours to promote a friendly acepmmo* 
dation between Nazir Deo and the Bootanners settled by treaty between them, 
but that you do not let it be executed till you have transmitted the several 
articles to the Hon’ble the President and Council for their approbation and 
sanction. You will be particularly careful that the Bootanners do ascertain the 
boundaries of their district, and that they be. specified in the treaty. 

We approve of your sending back the two prisoners to the Bootanners, as 
we think it will be the means of giving them a just idea of our inclination to 
be upon good terms with them, and that it will induce them to erfter with more • 
willingness into the treaty you proposed. 

The reinforcement the Goyernor has been pleased’ to order to join Captain 
Jones will, we think, enable him to proceed immediately to effect the reduction 
of Bycuntpore, and at the same time leave a sufficient force in Beyhar for the 
protection of the Rajah and the province. We do not, however, mean that this 
should be immediately put in execution, unless you are yourself of opinion that 
it can be done without running any risk. 

Should Captain Jones have no further occasion for the Furgunnah Seapoys, 
you will be plpased to order them back to their stations. 

The fifty thousand rupees stipulated to be paid by the Rajah we hope you 
will soon recover payment of from. him; the amount Uiust be disbursed in 
defraying the charges of the forces sent to his assistance agreeably to the first 
article of the treaty. We think likewise that your own expenses should be 
disbursed from this money, and you will please to charge them accordingly, 
acquainting the Board with the particulars of them for their approbatiop. 

We enclose you an extract of a letter from the Hon’ble the President and . 
Council on the subject of the Beyhar coinage, and we desire you will settle 
those points with the Rajah in such a manner as on* mature consideration and 
further enquiries may appear most for the advantage of the Company. 
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As our stay here will now be. very short, you will be pleased from this time 
to correspond direct with the Board. 


We are, &c., 

Dinagbpob-b,* 
the Slst January 1773. 


To the Hon’ble the President and the other Gentlemen of the Council of Revenue at 
Fort William, 

• 

Hon’blb Sib and Gentlemen, — ^We have received your letter of the 6tli 
instant and have communicated to Mr. Purling your sentiments on the Beyhar 
coinage, and ordered him in future to correspond with your Board. 

Wu have now the pleasure to enclose you the treaty executed by the Gooch 
Beyhar Kajah ; also copies of two letters from Mr. Purling, and our answer 
to them. * 


We are, «fec., 

Dinagepobe, P. M. DACRES. 

The 21st January 1773. JAMES EAWRELE. 

To the Hon’ble the President and the other Gentlemen of the Council of Revenue at. Fort 
William. 

Hon’blb Sib, and Gentlemen, — Having this day received a letter from 
the Collector of Rungpore in which he encloses an eixtract from Captain Jones 
representing the absolute necessity *he has for a reinforcement to enable him 
effectually to complete the purpose of his expedition, we recommend it to your 
consideration to send an additional force as expeditiously as possible, the more 
especially as the several bodies of Senassies now travelling about the country 
render it expedient to keep the Seapoys attached to each Oolloctorship within 
their respective districts. 

We are, &c., 

Hinagbporb, P* M. DACRES. 

The 8th January 1773. JAMES DAWRELL. 


The Secretary acquainfe the Board that he has it notified from the Board 
of Revenue that the Director and Council of Chandernagore, in a para, of 
a letter relating to revenue matters, takes occasion to complain of the conduct 
*of Padre da lus, a Portuguese Priar at Backergunge, who, as* they allege, has 
seized the effects of ’a Erenchman lately deceased there, and applied them td 
his own use, desiring- our interposition to call him to account for them. 

^ 

. Agreed that the Council a f Dacca be directed in the following 

Letter to Dacca. letter to send the PaSreTimmetRateTy down to Calcutta : 

To M^. Nioh. Gruebbb, Chief, &c.. Council at Dacca. 

Gentlemen,— Complauit has been made by the Hon ble the Chief and 
Council of Chandernagore, supported by certificates of sundfy persons, witnesses 
to the fact, that the effects of a Erenchman who died at Backergunge was 
immediately seized by a Portuguese Padre residing there and sold by public 
auction on the spot. As this selfrerected authority of the Padre is a con- 
tempt of Government, as well as an injury to the persons concerned, wo desire 
that on receipt of this you will take proper means to send the Padre down* here 
to^ answer for his conduct in this affair. 


Eobt William, 

The 17th February 1772. 


We are, &c.. 
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Bead also the following letter from Chandernagore 

To tho Hon’blb WaiiBEjr Hastii^Sj Governor and 'President^ &c.^ Gentlemen of Council 
at Calcutta. 

Gbnti/emen, — We have received the letter which yo*u did us the honour to 
write to us the 31st ultimo and the inclosures. 

As specious tho reasons may appear which your representatives at Rung- 
pore allege to justify their conduct in the affair with Mr. Compagnao, it is 
nevertheless certain that they . were wrong in seizing his boats. An attentive 
'perusal of the papers you have sent us gives feason to think that Mr. Middle- 
ton’s Manjeos have been the occasion of all that has happened; in fact, these 
people who had brought goods to Backergunge ought, doubtless, to have returned 
empty in order to receive a fresh lading at Courigan, To get freighted they 
ofTcrcd themselves to Mr. Oompagnac, who willingly took them into liis service 
and paid them well. Whatever they ma^ say of tho matter, as wo have a proof 
of it in the report made to us by Mr. Desgrangcs, our Chief at Dacca’, it was 
these Manjces then who were culpable and o'ught to have been punislied, with- 
out however making Mr. Compagnac the victim for their conduct. It is him 
notwithstanding who has suflBered the most, since by depriving him of his boats, 
he was forced to abandon* his merchandize for a very considerable time, and has 
bad much wastage to suffer besides expense and the slowness of his operations. 

We see with a sensible pleasure, Gentlemen, sentiments you are pleased to 
express relative to the impartiality which you promise us on every occasion 
and the desire you shew to see a good harmony reign between us. There is 
nothing but we are ready to do to second such views. Our interest leads us to 
it, but still more so the satisfaction we should have, to see for ever disappear the 
spring of all the disagreeable things which have hitherto come to pass, and 
which have occasioned that immense ejuantity of writings and complaints 
which we found ourselves obliged to offer you. 

We have the honour to be with the most perfect consideration. 

Gentlemen,' 

Yours, 

CHEVALIER. 

NICOLA. 

J. PANON, 

Chandernagohe, 8INFRAY. 

The 25th January 1773. BREW. 


Port William, the 18th February 1773. 

At a Consultation present: 

The Hon’blb Warren Hastings, President . 

William Aldersey, Esq. 

John Reed, Esq. 

Thomas Lane, Esq. 

Rich. Barwell, Esq. 

Henry Goodwin, Esq. 

William Lambert,* Esq. 

Geo. Vansittart, Esq. 

Bead and approved the consultation of the 17th instant. 

The Secretary having prepared the following instructions for General Barker agijseable to 
the Besolutiop of the 15th instant, lays them be&re the Board for their consideration - • 

instractiong to Oeneml Barker To Brigadier-General Sir Robert Barker, 
ou bis joining the Army. 

^ * Sir, — The situation of afiOa^irs pn the frontiers of our possessions and in the 

countries of Corah and Oud requiring the appearance of the Ooxnpany-s forces 
34 
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to encourage their allies and check the hostile designs of the Mahrattas, we have 
judged it expedient that you proceed to these parts without loss of time to 
assume the command of the troops employed in those services, and to transact 
such other matters as shall he from time to time intrusted to your management 
by the Select Committee or this Board. In the meantime for your immediate 
direction you will consult the following instructions, conforming to them as 
closely as circumstances will permit : — 

1. You will repair with all convenient expedition to join the 1st Brigade 
in the country of Oud and to take the immediate command of it ; but as w'O 
deem it * highly necessary that you have an interview as soon as possible with 
the Vizier, it is left to your discretion to proceed to him before yju join the 
Brigade should he bo absent from it. 

2. On a meeting with him you are to consult together on the best plan of 
operations for fulfilling tjie oitj eets of your codimissiou, the defence and 
security of hi s co untry and of the Brovinccs of Corah and Allahabad. 

3. Although for the first objects our intention was to confine our opera- 

tions altogether within the limits of the Vizier’s dominions, yet, for reasons witfi 
which as«a Member ^of the Board you arc well acquainted, we have determined 
to include in the line of defence ‘the KohUla District laying on the same side 
of the river, known by the name of the country, of Haffiz liahmut Cawn, and 
for that purpose you are .hereby authorized to enter iflfo a .treaty with Haffiz 
B/ahmut Cawn for the defence and protection of liis dominions on such condi- 
tions as shall fully indemnify -the Company for the additional charge and 
hazard which may be incurred by such an engagement. , 

4. But should llaffiz Bahmut Cawn either fall into the hands of the Mah- 
rattas, or from any otlicr*similar circumstance be I’ondered incapable of entering 
Into such an engagement, you are still to consider his dominions as an object of 
your operations ; and if the Vizier i*equire you to undertake their defence and 
engage to perform the conditions which wo have desired you to claim from 
Jlainz llahmut Cawn, you will not hesitate to comply, but adopt that measure 
lioartilv and pursue it as included in the instructions for the immediate defence 
of the Vizier’s dominions. * 

6. It is, however, understood that in all this you rigidly and strictly adliore 
to the maxim laid down of confining your operations on that side within the 
Ganges, and on no account cross the river, or carry the war into the Rohilla 
Districts beyond it. « 

6. It is further the determination of the Board, of which you will take ! 
particular notice, that no operation for the Vizier’s defence shall be carried into 
execution without a previous stipulation on his part for the extraordinary | 
chnrge attending the succours we afford him. W e have estimated this at ' 
Kl,l 5,000 per month, and have required an assignment on his revenue for the 
amount ; you will therefore as a preliminary demand and receive the assignment 
required by us ; and in case au additional force should ho hereafter called for on 
his requisition, you arc previous to their march to require also and receive a 
proportionable assignment for the extra expenses on that account. 

7. If in either case the Vizier should refuse complying with these requisi- 
tions in their fullest extent, and shall persist in the refusal, it is our positive 
command that you immediately abandon him and withdraw your whole force 
from his territory, either employing it, if needful, in the Corah Province agreeable 
to the instructions hereafter given, or remanding to Beyhar such part of it as 
shall exceed the exi^ncics of that service. But in such an event you arc not to 
fail giving us the moft speedy advice that we may resolve on what future 
measures are to hp pursued. 

*8. The recovery of the arrears due from the Vizier for the expenses of the 
last eauipaign is also to be a particular object of your attention. You are to 
fendeavour immediately to get them discharged or a proper security given for 
the payment on a future day. 

9. The next general object to bo given you in charge is the defence of the 
Corah Province;. for this purpose it will be necessary that you immediately 
cross the Ganges with such part of your army as you judge necessary to take i 
possession of it as allies to the Bing Shaw Allum, 
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10.1 Should the Mahrattas on this motjon keep at a distance without cross* 
ing the boundaries of tliat province, you are to remain in quiet possession 
without interfering in any manner with them or their transactions beyond it; 
but should they cross that line and actual ly; invade the' prpyitt6fi* you .are then 
to endeavour to expel them by force, prosecuting such measures as you shall 
d^hi most advisable for that purpose. 

11. It is understood that whether you remain in quiet possession of the 

province or are engaged in hostilities in it, you are to act only a^iu jilliance 
with the King, and you are to confirm and maintain his Naib Minnur^o’Dowla 
in the actual government of it, but he is to remain utjder your control and 
to he accountable to the Company for the revenues of the province, till such 
time as it shall be finally settled in what manner they are hereafter to be 
disposed. ^ • • 

12. But as the defence of the province is undertaken for the King's bchalf» 

we expect and require that part of the revenue shall bo applied to defray the 
extra expense of the expedition. Kor this purpose you will demand and receive 
of Minnur o’Dowla monthly 1 lack of rupees, which wo estimated’ to be nearly 
the expense which will be thereby incurred. • • 

13. We also recommend thjjJfe while* you are in these provinces you 
endeavour to 'obtain in the best manner your prudence shall suggest as’ exact an 
account as possible *of their revenues Without taking any steps that may alarm 
Minnur o’Dowla, and you transmit to us such accounts with your sentiments 
on theancans of their further improvement. 

1^. Whatever may be. the circumstances which attend the taking possession 
of this province, whether war or peace, you are by no means to deliver over the 
possession either the King or the Vizier or any other Power whatsoever oc 
quit the countroul as above directed till our further pleasure on this subject 
shall be signified to you. 

16. We repeat again that in all your operations, whether for tlie defence 
of the Vizier’s territories or the Corah .'Province, you are studiously to avoid, 
engaging the Company in an offensive war with* the* Mahrattas. All your ma- 
uoeuvfes must be directed to cover and protect these dominions, and to expel all 
hostile invaders from them, but you are on no consideration whatever to carry 
the war beyond their limits as above explained. . 

^ ifi.' It' is not however meant so far to restrain your actions in thfe field as 
to prevent you from seizing in a certain advantage, the war being once begiid, 
^eyond tlte strict limits of the Corah Province or pursuing a signal success to 
compleat it ou the othdr side. These must he left to your discretion and 
experience, on which we repose our entire confidence. But it is our positive 
injunction that the immediate end of such an excursion being accom])lished, 
you retire again within the limits prescribed, and act afterwards according to the 
spirit of these instructions. 

17. This latitude is only given for your operations in the Corah Province, 
which lying open to the Mahrattas may afford them too great an advantage’ iu 
the attack, should they be allowed to lie unmolested near its borders. But on . 
the other side of the Ganges we consider that rivey as a sufficient security . 
against such attempts, and therefore direct that you do hot suffer any considera- 
tion to lead you across it. 

18. If the Mahrattas by a divided attack or by an augmentation of 
strength should become too powerful to* he opposed witfi gffect by one Brigade 
of the Company’s forces, you are hereby authorized to anil for and order from ' 
Patna any parts of the 2nd Brigade which you shall think necessary for your 
reinforcement ; hut in this case you are to keep the most watchful eye over the 
motions of the Mahrattas, and if they seem to point towards Beyhar, trusting to 
that province being destitute of forces, you are with all expedition to send back* 
your reinforcement or even detach such further succours as may be wanting for 
its security ; at all events you will not fail to advise as the moment you come 
to the resolution of drawing troops from Palna, that we may ou our part take 
aueh steps here as we shall judge advisable for the protection of the province 
during their absence. 
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19. Such are the points on which for the present we think it necessary 
to instruct you. As a Menxber of our Board, you are acquainted with tlie 
motives on which they are drawn up, and will no doubt endeavoUf as much as 
possible to conform to the spirit of them. As to the rest you will be regularly 
furnished with such occasional instructions as the alteration of circumstances 
or progress of affairs shall render necessary. In the meantime these are for 
your guidance in the general line of your conduct, and as to the particular 
operations in the field they will be left, as is most proper, to your sole direction, 
in full confidence of their being carried on with all the success that, can bo 
wished, for the honour and advantage of the Company and the reputation of 
this Government. * . . 

Wo are, with esteem, 

roBT William, Sir, 

The 18th February 1773. Your most humble .servants. 


PosTSCRiFT.* — To avoid any misapprehension of our instructions respecting 
the Corah Province, we. think it nccessaiy to add*this explanation that we mean 
by it the Province of Corah properly so called; that part of Allahabad which 
lies between the J umna and the Ganges and the District of Corah which alto- ? 
. gether form the territory ceded to the King by the treaty with the Vizier in 1765. ' 


. Agreed they be written fair and signed. 

Thomas Lane. 


Secret Dept 
Wednesday. 



Fort William, the 21st April 1773. 

At a Consultation present: 

The Hon’blb Warren Hastings, Fresident . 

William Aldersey, Esq. 

P. M. Dacres, Esq. 

B-ichard Barwell, Esq. 

.Tames Lawrell, Esq. 

Henry Goodwin, Esq. 

John Graham, Esq. 

George Vansittart, Esq. 

'.Bead and approved the Consultation of the 19th instant. 

Mr. Barwell begs to lay before the Board the following Minute in consef^uence of the 
appointment resolved on at their last assembly 

I could have wished. Gentlemen, that the occasion had not offered which 
• influences me to transgress upon your time ; but as it 

Mr. Barweii’i Minute. been my misfoi’tune to differ in opinion and to 

oppose your sense and wishes in t^^e late appointment of Mr. Lawrell to thi'* 
Eliabad and Corah" Btation, I am necessitated to request you will resolve me 
the following question. Whether you had any and what objections to the 
gentlemen, Mr. LawrelJ's Seniors, and particularly to myself, that you precluded 
the option which the rules of the service give tliem to all appointments falling 
to the lot of the Members of the Board. Or whether you have been solely 
influenced' to the acceptance of Mr. Lawrell’s services by his previous voluntary 
tender of them without any intention to derogate from the merit or abilities of 
others, who might have .wished to have executed the trust reposed in that 
gentieman. Pardon me for proposing this question, but it is become indispen> 
sably necessary. The gentlemen, my superiors in rank, have given their assent 
*to Mr. LawrelPs noihination (I too in justice must declare that I think his 
abilities' may credit the commission confided to him), and have observed an 
entire silence touching their own rights, further than by remarking the latest 
orders of the Company give the Board a latitude to deviate ^rom the long- 
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• 

established aud flxcd rule of seniority. As I was the only person present at the 
debate of the 19th ultimo superior to Mr. Ijawroll who expressed a disapproba- 
tion of tlfe* measure, I of course appear conspicuous and particularly pointed to 
by every observation on the records of that day in support of his nomination, 

' and as I would not have my name presented to the* public in an ambiguous 
liglit, I cannot be silent. An implied reflection uncanvassed by me would 
[naturally prejudice my character in the opinions of all men; if no refleo- 
•tion is implied, J demand of your justice ’to declare as much ; if any is implied I 
expect from the same justice, the particulars of my demerits. Excuse this 
jealousy with which I regard my reputation — a reputation that has hitherto 
been unsullied dnd unaspersed during the long course of my services ; in almost 
'every station I have filled it has been my hapjjiness to bo distinguished by 
the favourable notice of piy employers.. And as I have filled amongst the 
..various stations of the service many of the first conseqixencc and discharged my* 
duty in all to the public satisfaction, I cenfess it would mortify me much to 
find myself justly charged with any particular deficientjy for the discharge of 
any particular branch of public duty ; but as this is a point of too delicate a 
nature for mo to dwell upon, I leave it, in the confidence of being able to 
preserve the good opinion wl^ich the Company have entertained of my past 
services and to vindicate their sentiments in my favour. 

RICHARD BARWELli. 


The* Prosident replies to the above iliniito of Mr. Harwell’s iu the following manner : — 

Thj3 question variously proposed by Mr. Rarvvcll, 
umkui s lop 'namely — “whether the Board Jiad any and wliat 

objections to the gentlemen, Mr. Lawridrjs seniors, and imrticularly to himself, 
.in the nomination of Mr. Xawrell to the Corah commission : whether the Board 
intended to derogate from the merit or ability of others who might have wished 
to execute the trust reposed in that gentleman ; whether any rotlecfion is im- 
plied on Mr. Barwoll, with a denjand on the justice of the Board to declare the 
particulars of his demerits,” — is contrary lo the. rules of the sdrvice and un- 
precedented. either the Members of the Board collectively nor individually 
are obliged to reply to any question put to them by a single Member, much less 
to account to him. foi: their private sentiments or to arrjiiga the conduct and 
impeach the characters of others. 


The demand made on the latter part of the above qtiotations is in effect to 
require ot the Board to briug a formal accusation against him, or to give him 
a jfienary absolution and acquittance of all blame •which may be imputed to 
him. Through the whole course of his services, I know of no causg or neces- 
sity for the former. There would be the highest impropriety in the latter. 

The General Order alluded to by Mr. Barwell was not before t he Board 
when they resolved on the appointment of Mr. Lav/rcll, nor does it anywhere 
appear to have been tlie ground of that Resolution ; on the contrary, they pro- 
ceeded in this, as hath been usual in all extraordinary commissions, By making 
ithe election without any regard to the lino of seniority, but merely to the natqre 
[of the service wdiich was to ho performed, and to the fitness of the person who 
I should ott'er himself for that service. 

I have said that this is tlie rule of the service; many reasonb might bo 
assigned wliy this ought to be so. • 

Those to whose lot such commissions would fall by seniority may wish from 
private motives to decline them, although, they might not choose to assign their 
reasons, or declare their reluctance to go upon any service in which the puhlid 
interest is materially concerned ; and it would be fontrary to goo^ policy to 
entrust such commissions to the charge of persons who accepted of them With 
reluctance. 

. Extraordinary services require particular talents to execute thorn, with* 
ij which certain persons may bo endowed in a degree beyo.nd others, who* may be 
ijbetter qualified for affairs of a different kind or for business in general ; why 
should the Government preclude itself, from, the benefit of making its own 
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j • I • ^ or why must it be^ accompanied by an inviduous and 

partial comparison of the merits <jf those wlio may be competitors for it ? 
Perhaps, also, as Mr. Barwell has asserted, objections founded on incapacity, 
on peculiarities of disposition which disqualify them for the partiAilar service 
which is to be pcrfoi-med, or on the general run or tenor of tlieir character 
which do not depend on ddtached circumstances nor can be easily established by - 
legal proof. 

To prevent misconstructions I deq^are that I do not in these instances moan 
to allude to^any particular persons, but only to shew the inconveniences which 
. would arise from an invariable choice of the senior Members of the Board in 
all extraordinary commissions. I will, however, add for the information of my 
Hon’ble employers, who, from tho abundance of •argument which has been 
wasted on this subject, may be led to suspect some unworthy motive in the 
-distinction which has apparently been*paid to Mr. Lawrell, that I myself was 
influenced by two considerations which may be deemed peraonal. 1 knew Mr. 
liawrell to bo possessed of much knowledge in the general business of the 
revenue, of uncommon talents in account, and a great share both pf method 
and assiduity— —qualifications peculiarly adapted to the service on which he was 
to be employed. • Mr. Barwell has made it necessary to declare that although 
I have the jus test deference for his abilities, I have not yet had an opportu- 
nity of experiencing their effects but in points of controversy or opposition,, 
nor derived any benefit from his assistance ; that whether from a ditferent 
mode of thinking, or contrariety of temper, or from whatever cause, it has not 
been my good lortune to be upon a footing of confidential communication with 
him, and therefore I could not judge him to bo the fittest person for a service 
which was to bo preparatory to* my own, and which would impose upon me the 
necessity of taking his assistance, and of consulting with him on points of the 
utmost importance -to the political interests of tho Company ; and requiring 
instant decision, if the proposed interview ^vith the Viziqr should take place. 

I am sorry to be compelled to such a declaration.* I am .satisfied to refer 
the Court of Directors for tho justice of it to their public records, and hope I 
shall stand justified in their opinion for the motives which have led me to tlie 
preference of Mr. Lawrell, in a •aso which was never yet considered as deter- 
minable by the strict line of seniority. 

WARllEN HASTINGS. 


Mr. Barwell further befjs leave to record his senfiments in the Tollowin|* Minute : — 

The llon’ble the President’s observations touching the question I proposed 
Mr. Barwciiv nnawer to tho Proai- to the Bourd ou tlie subject ol tlio Corali appointment 
dent’s obaervationa. wbicli took placc iu favour of Ml*. Lawrell are sucli as 

might have occurred to my mind, because the propriety of the sentiments urged 
for a deviation from the strict line of seniority on extraordinary occasions and 
under very particular circumstances are doubtless obvious, and will always he 
admitted by men capable of distinguishing what is beneficial for tho public ser- 
vice. I should not have given the Board tho trouble of my preceding minute 
but for the reason therein assigned— -the Jealousy with which I conceive evory* 
man will regard his own chairacter who is conscious of meriting well from the 
public and desirous of vindicating himself against any possible exception that 
can be made to his pretensions to serve- the Company in any line of duty to 
which he may with propriety aspire ; in this respect, having acquitted myself 
of the duty I owed to myself, I can only lament my not being’ favoured with 
the Governor’s confidence to balance in his mind the objection which he de- 
clares to have preponderated against me, at the same time that I feel the 
deepest concern at so public a mark of bis dissatisfaction I can safely aver niy 
unhappiness in the particular which ho has reluctantly noticed, to he my 
thinking differently of the subjects which appear upon your records ; my prin- 
ciple wo'uld be very much mistaken indeed if an idea of opposition should be 
ascribed to me — ^an .idea I disclaim as entirely foreign to my thoughts, while I 
admit that a free and impartial description of points that fall under the Board’s 
consideration mfifle me deem my duty to speak my particular, sentiments 
Where they appear repugnant to the sense of the majority. ‘ My wishes, my 
inclination, 9 >nd my interest lead me to desire nothing more ardently than to 
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conform to every opinion the propriety of which may have been admitted by 
the sanction of your approval. You may imagine then that the occasions 
which arose were a force upon, my inclinations and comjpelled me in the 
instances inT which I have differed either to give up my ‘own juc^gment without 
conviction of its being erroneous or to rycord it. Your candor, I am convinced, 
did not impose on me the first, and I am satisfied you Vrill be no longer displeased 
with the last when you credit my observation that it was the result of' the first. 

The utility of the measure which has* given rise to the present argument I 
approve from sentiments formed regarding it long since, and these J submitted 
to the Governor, actuated equally to lay them before him by private delicacy 
and deference to his station as by my public duty; it proved my happiness on 
this occasion to hear from him that the same subject had a place in his thoughts 
and that it would be shortly perfected and brought before the Board. You 
have since seen and approved the Governor’s plan and I flatter myself from his 
great political knowledge and. abilities every happy consequence will result to 
your affairs in the execution of the commission with which he is entrusted. 
Pardon me if you think I have unnecessarily engaged your time, and let the 
idea, wliich renders a subject interesting to any particular character, influence 
your indulgence to the person who may be under the impulse of that idea. 

RIOnARD HARWELL. 


The President craves the indulgence of the Board while he subjoins a few words as a 
The Pre«ident’i second minute. close to the subject of the foregoinjj Miiiutcs 

He sincerely acknowledges the satisfaction) he has received from the very 
candid and liberal reception which Mr. Harwell has been plefised to give' to his 
explanation of tlwj motives which induced him to preferaMr. Lawrell for the 
deputation to Corah, and he here repeats that his sole view was to secure in the 
execution of the^ important negotiation Which had been assigned him by the 
Hoard a cordial* and effective assistance from the gentleman who, was to be 
intrusted with the preparatory measures of tliem. 

He is sorry there was not at that tiipo such an established confidence 
between himself and Mr. Harwell as might afford him the certainty of that 
assistance as he shall always be happy to benefit by Mr. Harwell’s abilities ; he 
shall on his part with great cheerfulness study to second the desire which -that 
gentleman has expressed, that thert^may bo a perfect cordiality, and an unreserv- 
ed communication of sentiments between them, so that in future there may be 
no room for such objections as the President has been compelled in this instance 
to make use of, convinced that, while he at the same time finds his inclinations 
gratified and his labours relieved, the public service will equally benefit by a 
mutual harmony subsisting between all the Members of the administration. 


Secret Dept. Fort* William, the 6th May 1773. 

Thursday. At a Consultation fre'sent : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastinqs, JPre9idenL 
William Alderset, Esq. 

Richard Harwell, Esq. 

James Lawrell, Esq. 

Henry Goodwin, Esq. 

John Graham, Esq. 

George Vansittart, Esq. 

Mr. Daobbs indisposed. 

Bead and approved the Consultations of the ^rd instant. 

Besumed the consideration of the President’s Minute of the IStb ultimo. 

, President’s Minute. 

At the time ‘the alteration of the Beapo^ establishment was resolved in 
[iouncU I mentioned the necessity that appeared’of appointing some independ- 
40 
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ent Companies for the duty of the Presidency. This subject was at that time 
referred for after-consideration. 

I am now to assign my reasons for recommending this measure. 

In the first place, having a great number of guards and chokis constantly 
stationed in and about Calcutta and the perpetual call for small escorts ou 
indispensable occasions, which are frequently absent from the corps for several 
months, would dissjoint and break a Brigade Battalion, in such a manner as to 
defeat the utmost endeavours of the best officers to keep it under a proper disci- 
pline and good order, and if this duty was to be taken in rotation by every 
battalion in the service it might go far entirely to destroy our intentions of 
preserving discipline uniformly throughout the Scapoy establishment. 

In the second place, the Town Major who commanded the Calcutta Seapoys 
for several years having assured me ‘that most of the duties which fall to their 
lot might bo equally well performed by invalids, I propose to enrol all the 
native invalids which are stationed here, officers as well as Seapoys, into the 
corps which shall be raised for the Calcutta duty, by which means we shall 
save the expense of an unserviceable invalid corjis and at the same time make 
a much better provision for these poor people who have suffered materially in 
the service of the Company. 

The Seapoy invalids at the Presidency arc : — 


Sd1jQidd>rs . . . . . . . . , .fO 

JemaWars ........... 5 

Havaldars .......... 7 

^faicks ... .... .*..1^ 

S6j)oys . . . . • • . . . . 


To these I would propose to add as many officers and Seapoys selected and 
drafted from the present Calcutta Battalion as would complete seven inde- 
pendant (pompanics upon the following establishment to be put under the 
charge of the Town Major and Fort Adjutant : — 




R 

H 

1 Commandant (to be appointed only in ease there is an 

invalid 



Commandant) . . . . . * . * 


SO 

SO 

7 Subadars ....... 


10 

280 

7 Jemadars . . . . . - 


16 

112 

7 Trumpeters ....... 


5 

;5r) 

56 Havildars ....... 

56 N.aicks 


10 

S 

500 

41S 

700 Sepoys .... ... . 


5 

3,5(10 

] Serjeant-Major . Euro])ean invalids 

7 Serjeants . • j 



loo 

Allowance to Serjeant-Major 



20 

, 1 Writer ....... 


20 

20 

1 2 Sircars ....... 


10 

20 

Q 4 - 3 Doctors . . . . . . • . 

j Head Armourer . . . . . 


10 

30 


10 

]() 

r 3 Inferior Armourers . . . . ’ 


s 

24 

^ 7 Watermen . 


5 

35 

Saiuiut R 

. 


i),o34 


In. the above establishment I have appointed a smaller number of Suba- 
dars and Jemadars in proportion than in the Brigade Battalions, because 
they would be a needless burden to the service as thejrc is seldom a command 
from the Presidency that would require cither of these officers, but, on the ot her 
hand, I have considerably increased the proportion of non-warrant officers on 
account ‘of the frequency of petty commands. 

I beg leave also to acquaint the Board that the Resident at the I)arl)ar 
has repre^nted to me the necessity he is under of furnishing a number of scat- 
tered guards for the protection of Moorshedabad, which have hitherto employ(‘d 
not a less force tlian four Companies of Seapoys, and that he will likewise have 
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occasion for petty dctacliinents for the business of the Cossembazar Factory, 
Tbo two great cities of Fatna and Dacca will in like manner require some bodies 
of armed men for their safeguard and protection, and it further appears that 
guards will be indispensably necessary for the security of the treasury at the 
several Collectorahips. To these points I request the Board’s attention to enable 
me to carry into execution the ^solution for disbanding the four Purgannah 
Battalions, which cannot be done with safety until some provision is made for 
preserving the peace of the country and the security of the Company’s property. 
"V^^hatever establishment it may be determined to form, all the other Seapoy 
invalids in the pay of the Hon’ble Company, of which there are returned with 
the Army 16 Subadars, 21 Jemmadars, and 174 rank and file, may be incor- 
porated into it. 

In the original plan Chittagong was comprehended to be relieved from the 
brigades ; but considering its distance from any of the stations of the Army, 
there is a powerful objection to the proposed .relief of the Seapoys there, at the 
stated times fixed for our military changes, as a very considerable expense must 
be incurred by so frequent and so distant a removal of the troops, and the 
country through which they must pass being so much inclosed and the inhabit- 
ants mostly decoyts, great disturbances are to be apprehended, and both real and 
pretended losses will occasion deductions from the r-evenue ; moreover, the batta- 
lion there is composed. gf natives of that district, who, if dismissed the service, 
would most probably for want of other means of subsistence become decoyts. 
I would therefore propose that the battalion there stationed should remain 
fixed for the service of that district, Tepperah and Luckypore. 


Present Establishment of a Battalion of Regular Seapoys. 



Ful 

l-ay. 


1 

Full batta. 

Allowance. 

Gratuity. 

Total. 



R 

a. 

/■ 

R 

R 

R 

R 

a. 

P 

1 Captain 

124. 

0 

0 

186 

• • • 

36 

346 

0 

0 

3 Lieuteaants, Co} R62 each • 

18(5 

0 

0 

372 

186 

72 

816 

0 

0 

3 Ensigns, @ K49-9-7 ,, 

148 

12 

0 

279 

ls6 

36 

649 

12 

9 

1 Serjeant-Major 

20 

0 

0 

• » • 

20 

« • * 

40 

0 

0- 

4 Serjeants, @ each 

• 80 

0 

0 

• • « 

» • • 

• • « 

80 

0 

0 

'•Z Drummers, @ K14’ „ 

28 

0 

0 

« V 

• • • 

* • • 

28 

0 

0 

1 Commandant . 

60 

0 

0 

30 

60 

• • • 

150 

U 

0 

11) Subahdars, @ ft 00 each 

600 

0 

0 

800 

• ■ ■ 

... 

900 

0 

0 

30 Jpirimadars, @1116 ,, 

480 

0 

0 

450 

• * • 


930 

0 

0 

10 Color Bearers, @ ft 10 each 

100 

0 

0 

K'O 


* • • 

200 

0 

0 

40 Tomtoms and Trumpeters, 










@ R6 each 

240 

0 

0 

120 


* • • 

360 

0 

0 

40 Havildars, @ ftlO each 

400 

0 

0 

400 

• • • 

• •• 

800 

0 

0 

40 Naicks, @ R8 each • • 

320 

0 

0 

400 


• • • 

720 

0 

0 

700 Seapoys „ ftO ,, , 

4,200 

0 

0 

2,100 


... 

6,300 

0 

0 

1 Subadar Acting Adjutant, 




• « • 

16 

< •• 

16 

0 

0 

Non-ElBcctives 










1 Writer . « • . 

20 

0 

0 

• • • 

■ • • 

* • ♦ 

20 

0 

0 

1 Linguist 

20 

0 

0 

• •• 


• •• 

20 

0 

0 

3 Doctors, @ ftlO each 

30 

0 

0 

• • • 


* • • • 

30 

0 

0 

10 Sircars ,, ftlO ,, 

100 

0 

0 

100 


• • • 

206 

0 

0 

1 Head Armorer 

10 

0 

0 



■ • • 

10 

0 

u 

3 Inferior Armorers, @R8^ach 

24 

0 

0 

• • « 


• •• 

24 

0 

0 

10 Watermen, @ RO each , 

60 

0 

0 

30 


. . . 

90 

0 

0 



Monthly Charges of Sonaut ft 

« 

12,729 

« 

12 

9 

Annual Charges supposing it 6 months on 

full and 6 months on half batta 

1,40,667 

9 

0 


42 


19 


present Btsfahliskment of a Paltalion of Purgannah Seapoys, 



Full pay. 

Katta. 

Allowance. 

Gratuity. 

Total. 

• 

ft 


JR 


R 

R 

a. 


1 Captain 

124 

186 



36 

346 

0 

0 

8 Lieutenants, @1162 each • 

166 

872 

186 


72 

816 

0 

0 

1 Serjetmt-Major . \ 

16 

• ■ • 

20 


• ■ • 

36 

0 

0 

4 Serjeants, @ R16 each ^ ^ 

01 

* • • 

... 


* * t 

64 

0 

0 

2 Drummers, @ itll T -g 

u 

• • • 

• • . 


• • • « 

22 

0 

0 

each . . . J ^ 









1 Commandant . 

60 

^ s 

Si LS 

/ 60 


• •• 

120 

0 

0 

10 Subdars, @ RGO each , 

600 . 

.22 o . 

/ - 



600 

0 

0 

80 Jeminadars, @ ttl6each . 

4m 

P'o 5 

... 



430 

0 

0 

10 ( olor Bearers, @ RIO each 

loO 

•5-5 « 

... 


• • • M 

100 

0 

0 

40 Tomtoms and Trumpeters, 



j 






@ R6 each 

240 

5 M 



• • # 

240 

0 

0 

40 Haviltlars, @ HIO each . 

4 0 

MM u 

S P-i ^ ' 

• 

• • • 



400 

0 

0 

40 Naicks, @ RS each , • 

620 

c3 2 ^ ' 

• • • 



820 

0 

0 

700 Sepoys ,, H6 „ , . 

4,20(J 

S C5 

» a ■ 


• • • 

4,200 

0 

0 

1 Subadar acting as Adju- 


/ ^ 05 

^ Si 







tant, Non-Effective 

• • • 


16 



.16 

0 

0 

1 Writer . . • . 

20 





20 

0 

0 

1 Linguist 

20 

• • « 

• • • 



20 

0 

0 

8 Doctors, @ RIO each 

»() 

« • • 

i • • 


... 

30 

0 

0 

10 Sircars „ HIO „ 

loo 


• • « 


* • • 

100 

0 

0 

1 Head Armorer and 8 men 

34 

• • • 



« • « 

31. 

0 

0 

10 Watermen, @ H6 each 

60 

• ♦ • 

... 


... 

60 

0 

0 


Monthly Charges of Sonant H 

T 

8,024 

0 

0 


Annual Charges ( 

f Sonant H 


96,288 

0 

0 

Annual Charges to the Company of clothing a Battalion being Sonant Rupees 

3,605 

10 

i 

Total Charges annually for a Battalion being Sonant Rupees 

• 

99,893 

IS 
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Proposed Establishment for a Battalion of Seapoys, 



Full pny. 

Biitta. 

AllowaiJco. 

Gratuity. 

Total. 


• 


R 

a. 

p- 

R 

R 

R 

R 

a. 

/■ 

1 Captain 


124 

0 

0 

186 


86 

346 

0 

0 

5 Lieutenants, @ fi62 each . 


310 

0 

0 

620 

310 

120 

1,300 

0 

0 

5 Ensigns, @ Ht9-9-7 each . 


247 

15 

11 

465 

310 

60 

1,082 

15 

11 

1 Serjeant-Alajor 


20 

0 

0 


20 


40 

0 

(i 

10 Serjeants, @ ft20 each 


200 

0 

0 

• • • 

• . . 

• • « 

200 

0 

0 

1 Commandant . 


60 

0 

0 

30 

60 

» • • 

150 

0 

0 

10 Subadars, @ H60 each 


600 

0 

0 

300 

. « • 


900 

0 

0 

20 Jemmadars, @ Hit) each, 








• 



of whom are to carry the 











colors .... 


320 

0 

0 

300 

f • • 


620 

0 

0 

10 Trumpeters, @ il8 each 


60 

0 

0 

30 

t • • 

t • • 

90 

0 

n 

12 Drummers, @ H14 each . 


16S 

0 

0 

• • • 

1 • • • 

k • • 1 

168 

0 

0 

80 Havildars „ RIO „ 


300 

0 

0 

300 

• * • 

1 ■ • 

600 

0 

u 

80 Naicks, @ H8 each • » 


240 

0 

0 

240 

• • f 

• • ■ 

480 

0 

0 

640 Seapoys „ H6 „ 

3 

,840 

0 

0 

1,920 

• • • 

• • S 

5,760 

0 

0 

1 Subadar acting as Adjutant, 











Non-Effective . • 





• •• 

16 

• • ft 

16 

0 

0 

1 Writer or Linguist • 


20 

0 

0 

... 

» • • 

■ • « 

20 

0 

0 

8 Doctors, @ R 1 0 each ‘ . 


80 

0 

0 

• * • 

• « • 

» ft ft 

. 30 

0 

0 

10 Sircars „ RiO „ 


100 

0 

0 

100 

... ' 

ft ft ft 

200 

0 

0 

•1 Heafl Armorer 


110 

0 

0 

• • • 

• •• 

ft ft* 

10 

0 

0 

3 Inferior Armorers, @ H8 each 


24 

0 

0 

• • • 

• • • 

• • ft 

24 

0 

0 

10 Watermen, @ R6 each . 


60 

0 

0 

80 


••• 

90 

0 

0 



Mon 

thly Charges of Sonant R 

12,186 

15*; 

rr 

Annual Expenses supposing it 6 months on half and 6 months on full batta ] 

1,36,493 

15 

0 


13 
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Comparative view of the Expenses attendant on the proposed and present Establishments 

■ of the Battalion of .Seapoys, 


Thk present Expenses. 


Tub proposed Expenses. 

«• 


Pay, batta, and allowance of 
18 Battalions of Rejfular 
Se.apoys agreeable to the 
annexed establishment 
amounting annually . 
Aniitial Charges of 10 Batta- 
lions of Purgannah Seapoys 
to the Company 
Pay and batta of 80 Gentle- 
men Cadets struck of the 
Select Picqiict td complete 
the proposed establishment 
of officers at 6 months' half 
and 6 months' full batta 
Present expenees of Chowki- 
dars and Tannedars for the 
collections in Bengal annu- 
ally abouf . . • 


/? a. p. 


25,32,016 2 0 
9,98,936 6 8 


62,400 0 0 

60,000 0 0 


R a. p. 

Fay, batta, and allowances of 
24 Battalions of Seapoys 
agreeable to the annexed 
•establishment . . . 32,75,854 8 0 

Proposed expenees of Chowki- 
dars and Tannedars for the 
collections in Bengal annu- 
ally .... 1,68,000 0 0 

0 


Decrease of expenses annually 2,09,497 15 8 


Total .36,53,352 7 8 


Total . 36,53,852 7 8 


Fort William, the 23rd September 1773. 

# 

Read the following letter from the Governor : — 

The Governor, he has completed To William Alderscy, Esq., &c., Gentlemen of the Select 

his Nujg)ciutions. Committee at Port William. 

• 

Gentlemen, — This day I finally concluded an agreement with the Vizier 
the original of which I shall have the pleasure of laying before the Board on 
ray return. In the meantime I think it my duty by the earliest opportunity 
to communicate the substance of it to you for your satisfaction, as follows : — 

The Districts of Corah and Allahabad are ceded to the Vizier on condition 
of his paying 50 lacks of rupees to the Company, 20 o-f which is ready 
money and the remaining 30 in two years by cqhal payments. • 

He has engaged to pay the whole expense of the Company's forces which 
may hereafter march to -his assistance, on his requisition which has been com- 
puted and fixed at R2,10,000 per month for a brigade. 

I have obtained a renewal and formal confirmation of his former engage- 
ments with Ilaiah Cheit Sing. 

I propose getting out from this place in tv'O days. 


Benares, 

The 7th September 1773. 


I am, &c., 

WARREN HASTINGS. 
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Jumma Wasel Bahtj of the Province of Allahabad for the Fussillee year 1177 
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Jmnma Wasel Baky of the Province of Allahabad for the Fmsillee year 1178. 




Jumnid TFasel BaJcy of the Province of Allahabad for the Fussillee year 1179. 


24 



48 


Total Allahabad R .11,^5,877 11 3 10,41,100 7 0 1,44,777 4.3 32,631 15 3 I 10,2S4 5 3 1,01,860 15 
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Fort WUliarn, the 4th. October 1773. 

r The Governolr delivers into the Board the following report pf bis negociatious witii the 
Xabob Suja>uUJ)owIa at Benares and his otfher proceedings daring his absence frp^m the Presi- 
deiioy> with all the.papera referred to in the report:-—- ■ 

^G^ernor*. report aad.ub«di«ry * . . William Aldersey, Esq., &c.. Council at Port William. * 

. Gbktlemek, — I’ have already advised you in my letter of the 7th Septem^^ 
ber from Benares of thb issue of my negociations, and the sum of the treaty 
concluded with the Vieier. I how lay befox’c you. No. 1,‘the treaty itself, a 
CQunterjxart of which remains in his possession! The other papers whicli • 
accompany this 1 shall refer to„ iiujnbering them in the order in which they 
m^y. occur. 

In the course of my journey to Benares, I repeatedly addressed thq King, 
advising him to send somc^ person of confidence to» meet pie there with full 
powers to treat upon his affairs. ’ lie did not comply with my advice, but 
contented himself with writing to. the Vizier, and Munneer-o-Dowla to demand 
the balance of the tribute of Bengal, the regular payment of it in future, and 
the restitution of Corah and Allahabad to Munneer-o-Dowla on his behalf, but 
■without empowering them. to deviate from' those dfcmands; under such circum- 
stances your instructions directed mo to treat for the cession of those countries 
with the Vizier. I propose^ to him the exchange of ‘the .territory of Raja 
Cheit S.ing. for them, but Z found him inflexibly averse to it. He replied that 
if I insisted upon it he had not .the power to dispute it,- and must of necessity 
submit, but that he would never, willingly consent to .part with’ a span. of his 
territory; tfcat his pi;incipal inducements to wish for the* districts of Corah and 
Allahabad was that he might have the credit of repossessing all the territory 
which he before enjoyed and had inherited from his lather ; that an e*xchange 
would defeat his purpose ; that ho could have xib reason to give up a valuable 
part of his country, with a certain revenue, fo*r a district which, even in time 
of peace, would not yield him near so large 'net revenue as was paid him 
by Raja* Cheit Sing, and in war, or even the alarm of war, nothing 
besides his being continually ’ exposed to the invasions of the Mahrattas. 
.•These arguments were certainly just; and as my view was to confirm and 
. strengthen' the. alliance between him and the Company^ '.and this proposal, jf 
insisted upon, would have been productive of a contrary effect, I thought it 
. advisable to drop it. Indieed I mentioned it but sa slightly, knowing his re- 
pugnance to it, and I flatter myself that the sum of 50 lacks of rupees, and 
the stipulation of R2,10,Q00 pen month for the payment of an incomplete 
. brigade whenever required for his service,- will appear to you, 'Gentlemen, 
and to our •hdn’bie masters, a very .advantageous compensation for a territory 
Avhich perhaps ought in policy to have been givCn to him, even though no 
return had been made for it. . * • 

To h ave kept it ourselves would have been inconsistent with the. repeated 
md peremptory commands of the Company. The 71;h, 8th, and kOth paragraphs 
»f their ^neml letter,.dated 11th May 1769, are so directly in point, and mark 
o forcibly their sentiments epneerning the impropriety of holding territories 
)eyond the boundai'y of their own provinces, and separated from^ them, that 
ibis administration would have been culpable in. the highest degteein retaining 
possession of Corah and Allahabad for any other purpose than that pf ‘making an 
idvafitage by the disposal of them. It wo’ula have imposed on us the necessity 
)f sending our troops continually out of the- Provihees of Bengal, .hot at the 
requisition of the VisJier and at his charge, but af our own expense, and for tht-i 
protection of these distant acquisitions ; and as the Mahrattas must unayoidablyfi 
pass either through these. 'districts, or near them*, to 'invade the. Vizier, this 
would furnish him with a perpetual excuse for refusing to bear his proportion 
af the expense of the forces which’ should be empdoyed in his protection; nor 
infL^od would it ever be neces^ry for him to call for their* aid, sinpe the 
presence of our army for the protection of tfie lands lying on his frontier would 
make them a secure barrier to him, and thus leave us the whole burthen, and 
immediate hazard pf the war,, although he would be the greatest ahd ih*thc 
end would probably, appear the only gainer by it. Nor is their contiguity dess 
Axenntloname on’ account of the t ende ncy which our possession of them 
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yrpuld have to destroy the harmony and good understandi ng which otir 
hon’ble masters so. earnestly enjoin us to maintain with' the -yii tier. their ally . . 
since, as he himself observed • to jne upon, it, they do not form a compact and 
detached s^ace, which could, admit of an easy defence from one central station 
.with its hounds clearly defined, but consist in a harrow dine without breadth ex- 
tending along the western frontier of his dominions, and so intermixed with 
them (many parts lying on the eastern hadk of the river) that his aumils ^nd 
ours would be for ever engaged in natural quarrels, -which would not fajl to 
weaken the friendship between him: and the Company,, as it would be impossi- 
ble to examine on which si<le the right* lay at so great a distance from our 
observation, nor (to use tlie words of our. hon*ble masters) could we send a 
man or a • gun for the defence of ' these ‘new acquisitions without .passing . 
through his copntry, which would he a perpetual source, of dispute and com- 
plaint. . • ' . . ■ * ’ * 

Had we restored .these districts to the Xihg(, 'who so lately abandoned 
them,'~and who is confessedly unable by his own strength to maintain them, 
we should still have been burthened with the care of their defence, or we 
should have given them only .nominally to the King, but Jn reality to -..tlie 
Mahrattas, the evil consequences of which* it is needless to enumerate. 

I3y ceding them to the Vizier we strengthen our alliance with him, we 
make him more de|)cn<iant.upon us, as he is more exposed to the hostilities of 
the Mahrattas ; we render a junction between him and them, which has been 
some times apprehended morally impossible, since their pretensions to Corah 
will he a constant source of animosity between them ; wn. free ouri^elveS from 
the. expense and all the dangers attending either a remote property, or a remote 
connection ; we adhere literally to tho limited system laid down by the Hon*ble 
Court of DirectoDs ; we are no longer under the necessity, of exhausting tb© 
wealth of our own provinces' in the pay and disbursements of our brigades 
employed, at a distance beyond them, but by- fixing the sum to be paid by the 
Vizier for their services at their whole expense, and by removing every, possible 
cause for their passing our own borders, but at bis requisition and for his 
defence, we provide effectually for the protection of our frontier, and reduce the 
expenses of our army even in employing it ; and lastly we acquire a net sum of* 
60 lacks of rupees most seasonably obtained for the relief of -the'Company's 
necessities, and the deficient circulation of the currency of the provinces. 

General Sir Robert Barker favoured me at my request with the calcula- * 
tion on which the sum was. fixed at R2, 10,000 for the pay,* hatta, and extra 
charges of a brigade employed without the .provinces, and I herewith enclose 
it (No. 2.) * . ^. 

No. 3 is a Persian copy of a cowlnama or engagement which I obtained 
from the Vizier confirming to Raja Cheit Sing and his posterity the stipulations 
formerly made in behalf of hia father Bulwand Sing. No. ^ is an English ' 
translation .of it. No. 6 a copy of the Vizier’s pottah, or rent-roll, fixqd with 
Raja Cheit Sing for the year 1178, and alluded to in the cowlnama. No. 6 an 
English translation of the pottah. No. 7 the translaj^ion of a letter which I 
wrote to Raja Cheit Sing as a further assurance of the conditions 'promised Tn 
the cowlnama. • * 

The cowlnama was executed in my presence and attested by me. The 
Vizier desired that the stipulations made 'in farour of the. Raja might .be 
executed in this mode rather than by an article in the treaty, and it was equally 
satisfactory to the Raja. ‘1 must remark that he had already given the ^ja a 
.cowlnama of this tenor soon after the death of Bulwand Sing thrqugh the 
solicitation of Captain Harper by the orders of the Select committee. He 
could . therefore have no reasonable plea to refuse the *confiiination • of iti 
Nevetheless he' seemed to think his former act of so little validity 'that he 
messed me in very earnest ‘terms fot my consent that he should dispossess tShe 
Raja of the* forts of Euttefgur and«Bidgygur, and take -from him TO laQ^cs of , 
rupees over and above the stipulated rents, and he seemed* greatly dissatisfied at 
noLV refusal..* Hq argued that the treaty of Allahabad related to* B^ulwand Sing 
solely, and was never meant to extend to his posterity. . I confess Ihe letter of 
the • treaty expresses no more, yet I cannot conceiTe th*ft either the Baja or 
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Lord Clive, when the treaty 'was made, could have* intended it in that sense. 
It lias certainly been differently understood both by the Company and by this 
Administration, and the Vimer himself had befo.re put it out of all dispute by 
the solemn Act passed in the ^aja*s favour *oa his succession to the zemindary. 
I am. well’ convinced that the ^^aja’s inheritance, and perhaps his life, are no 
longer safe than While hd enjoys tlie Company’s protection. Which is his due 
by the ties of justice, and the obligations, of public faith, and which policy 
enjoins us to afford him ever most effectually. His country is a strong barrier 
to ours without. subjecting \is tft. any expence, and we may depend upon him 
as a sure ally, whenever we may stand in need of his services. 

The day before my. departure from Benares a khowass, or attendant on 
the King’s person, a man of no consequence, arrived with a letter to. me from 
his master, of which and my answers^I enclose translations Nos. 8 and 9. You • 
will observe that the acquisition of Corah and Allahabad, tlie payment of the 
tribute, apd the assistance (rf our j;roop!?, were the objects of his comnjission. 
As I see no use in* false profession or concealment and ‘have ever found plain- 
dealing the best policy, I hope you will approve of my reply. 

Whatever policy suggested the first idea of the tribute/ and *whatever title 
he may ho conceived to have had to the payment of it while he reihained 
under our protection/ and united his fortune with ours, his late, conduct has 
forfeited eyeryL claim, to it, and made it feven dangerous •to allow It, even if the 
resources of Bengal .and .the exigencies of the Company could any longer 
admit of it. Our conduct to wards’ mm has certainly afforded matter of admira- 
tionTo the whole people of Hindostan, whether they construe it as the effect of 
a mistakep principle of duty, the just return of benefits received, or atttihute it 
to some hidden cause. We have persevered with a fidelity unknown .to them' 
in an unshaken alliance to a pageant of our own creation, and lavished on him 
the wealth of this country, which is its blood, although not one of his own 
natural subjects has ever afforded him the least pledge of voluntary obedience, 
although our constituents have been compelled to withhold the legal claims of 
our own ‘sovereign, although we have leaded them' with an accumulated debt 
of a crore and a half of rupees, almost the exact amount of the sums' remitted 
for the .use of a man who in return has ungratefully deserted, nnd since headed 
armies against us. It is unjust to argue, in support of his pretensions on the 
Com'pany, that the tribute is no moro than a. reasonable acknowledgment for the 
favour, which they received from him in the grant of the Dewanny. They 
gave him all. They received nothing from him hut a presumptuous gift of 
. what was not his to give, hut what they* had already acquired by their own 
power, the same power to which he was indebted for his crow’n,' a.ntl even for 
his existence. , 

The Vizier .was at first very desirous of the assistance of an English force 
to put him in possession of the Bohilla country lying, north. Of his dominions 
and east of the Ganges. This has long been a favorite object' of his wishes, 
and you will recollect that the first occasion of my late visit was furnished by 
a proposal of this kind. ’lie. had certainly just grounds of resentment against 
the chiefs of this nation, who had not only failed in their engagements to pay; 
him 40 lacks of rupees for his protection against -^he Mahrattas, but had! 
actually supplied thpm with money when they Appeared in arms against* him. | 
He offered to make the Comp&ny a consideration, for this service of 40 lacks pf ' 
rupees besides the stipulated sum for the expenses of our troops; hut he after-* 
wards laid aside this design, f^aring^that it -would disable him from fulfilling? 
hia engagements for Corah and Allahabad. 1 enclose, for your observation. 
No. 10, .the original agreement of the' Rohilla chiefs, '.witnessed hy General 
Barker; No. ll, a translation of the same; No. 12; a translation of a letter which 
I received from Haffiz llahraut Oawn, in whose nqme the agreement "was 
ratified.; andvNo. 18,- a tf*ansldtion of a narrative delivered. to ine by the Vizier 
in reply to it. T|ie pleasures to. be pursued for his security on that (marter 
must therefofe be determined by future occurrences. . I was pleased that hej 
urged the scheme of this expedition no further, as it would have led our troop^' 
to a distance from our own borders, which I would wish ever to avoid. althdusU 
there Are powerful argument£i to recommend it., 

61 



. 28 • 


Tl\e Vizier having no oocMion for the services’of the first l}rigade, 1 have 
directed it to return within the provinces, aijd I have ordered ‘ Lieutenant-Oolo. 
nel Muir, with a battalion of sepoys from the 2iid Brigade, to relieve Lieu- 
tenant-Cdfonel Wilding in the fort of Chunar.- . ... 

In consequence of th^ cession of Corah ’ond Allahabad Mr. Lawrell will 
return to the Presidency. On my arrival at .Benares lie made a report to me of 
his proceedings, and delivered me accounts and estimates of the collections and 
revenues of those districts, copies of which* ho' has also .transmitted to. you. 
These appear to . have been collected with great industry,- and# were very useful 
to me iu, my negociations. 

The Vizier insisted very strongly oh his right to the balance of the King’s 
tuncawas. on the treasury of Murshidabad. He ‘said .that he advanced the 
money for which they were granted to him on the faith of Lord Clive’s agree- 
ments at Allahabad before there was the 'smallest intimation that the tribute 
w.ould^be discontinued, and that Mr. Qartiej* had 4aoth promised him payment 
and accepted his, assignments on them. As these arguments* appear -to be well 
grounded, and the amount of’ the tuncawas was actually duo to the King before 
he separated ^imself from our ])rotection, I thought our credit required that, 
this demand should be complied with, aftd I accordingly agreed to it. 

His engagements for the extra expense of the first brigade during the 
•last campaign, have bepn ad.iusted, and the account closed to the Ibth of this 
month. The balance being ft4,6 2, 834-13-3 is to be paid by an as-signment of 
H3,23,000 on the King’s tuncavv, and the remaining fll*, 29,8^4- 13-3 in ready 
mdney at Pyzabad. No. 14 is a copy of the account. 

In the course of our conference ho made a demand upon me for tlie pay of 
the 19th battalion of sepoys from the time-it was first stationed with him, and 
was very urgent- fqr the payment. I told him I was not then furnished with 
the ncofessary papers' to enable me to adjust the account at Benares, this being 
the first intimation that I had ever received of his having such a. claim, but 
promised to settle it .equitably after my retunt to Calcutta. The vehemence 
with which ho insisted on the immediate conclusion 6f this business, ‘ notwith- 
standing the length of time which it had wjmained unnoticed, proved sin inter- 
ruption to the other more important’ 'affairs, which were depending. The 
enclosed translation of our correspondence on the subject. No. 16, will explain 
the circumstances of this dtrmand. You will obsorye tliat the Vizier denies his 
having agreed to pay R15,000 a mouth for his half of the extra expens'es of 
the brigade at Allahabad, but this circumstance seems to be very well attested, 
and. he at length acq'uiesced to refer it to our recowls; and if thpse should, 
establish •the claim to allow it tb stand .against his advances, for the 19th bat- 
talion. 

• • X had much conversation with the Vizier concerning a free intercourse of 
commerce with his dominionis, and recommended ‘to him an establishment of 
customs similar tb that w.hich we have lately adopte’d in Bengal, of which I 
gave him a plan and explanation in writing ; but I found it impossible to con- 
vince him of the utility of cither. Ho seemed^ confirmed in tho persuasion 
that the current specie of this country would be drained by a free trade with 
ours’; that if the English gomastahs were authorized to reside there they would 
exercise an aU'thority prejudicial to his revenue, notwithstanding any regula- 
tions or restrictions of 'our Government, and involve hifn in disputes [whicb 
might perhaps end in the. ruin of his connections ‘with the Company. I pro- 
mised that no- English gentleman should reside ‘iii his country, and that I 
would never interfere in any disputes between English .gomastahs and liife 
people, which I left to be decided by his officers, who might exercise the same 
authority over them as over his own subjects. As I found it impossible to 
overcome his objectipns, and I learnt that Mirzapbre was the mart from which 
not only^his dominions but all the interior parts- of Hindostan were supplied 
with goods from Ben^l, I judged it improper to press him any further £p, agifee 
to innovations so much against his will, when I could effect ‘the same purposes 
by an. agreement with Baja Cheit Sing, to whom the town of Mirzapore 
belcaigs, as well* as all tho inte’rmediate country from the borders of Behar. • 1 
informed, him of my intention, to which ho said he. had -no objeetiqn, . I. accord- 
irigly settled with Baja Cheit Sing that the articles of broad-cloth, copper, and 
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lead bou^ljt at the Company’s- sales should pass duty-free through his terri to-' 
. ries to Mirzapore, .and that on all other goods he should collect an • equal rate 
of duties from all merchants, European or Native, or others indiscriminately. 
No. 16 tactile Raja's agreement with the rates of duties, and No. 17 a transla- 
tion of it. Thesp ijates are in general a medium between what was before 
charged ,to the English nJercbants and that paid by* the natives, 'i'he foi*mer 
was only half of the latter. The establishment of the- duties on an equal 
footing will be a benefit to the fair trader, and of coui-se a general encourage- 
ment to the exportation .of' goods from Bengal. The exemption allowed on 
the articles abovemention ed will be particularly servicpable in pronioting the 
Company's sales of the productions of England, wbioh is'tlie purpose to which, 
in their Ifettcr to the Selcot Committee, dated the, of' ' ITfUi, they, ex- 
pressly di^-ect that the 8th article of the Treaty .of Allahabad should be confined. 
Raja CUfeit Sing having desiretl that»tbe general re.sidence of Europeans iu bis 
coun.try might be prohibited, ahd that, any particular persons to whom an 
indtilgence might be grantee? shpukl be restricted to. Benares'; and having at the 
same time informed mo that M(;ssrs. Eowke,' Motte, and Scott had comluoted 
themselves so- entirely to' liis satisfaction that he had ■no objection to their 
remaining, I gave notice to- all others to q\iit his. territories *by.the end of 
December, and told him that after that time they would be no longer under the 
Company’s pro.tection, and if .they proved refractory he might seize and 'send 
them away by force. I did not hesitate to comply .wdtii his request in this 
particular because it is literally- conformable to the Company’s orders. 

% m • • * • 

During m’y'stay at .Beriares a vackeel from Nudjiff Cawn came to me 
with a lettpr from him, requesting tlie continuance of his annual pension of 
two lacks of rupees which Lord Clive settled up'on him ‘at Allahabad. In- 
closed No. 18 is a translation of his ‘letter. His representation concerning bis 
attendance on, the King to -Delhi, and his conduct since, has been entirely con- 
firmed to me by the General. I see tio plea therefore for withholding the 
.allow'anco engaged to him by treaty, and I think it, may be of material -conse- 
quence to keep him attached to, our interest; hut as I cbuUl not give him an 
answer at Benares, I dosireil his'vackpel to accompany nlQ to Calcutta. I now 
refer- bis claim to ^ur determination. 

I applied to the Vizier for the dismission of Mr. G'mtil, using such. argu- 
ments as I thought most likely to induce him to make it liis voluntary act, but 
not insisting on it. He promised that he would dismiss him, but I confess 
t much doubt whether he will. .As the peremptory injunctions'of the Company 
in the 52nd and 63rd paragraphs of their letter to the Commissioners, dated the 
23rd of .March 1770, required* my endteavburs to obtain this point, so I havc- 
literally observed their orders* in the mode in which I. solicited his complian'cc 
with It. At the same time I must declare, my opinion that the man Ifas acquifCct 
his importance • only from the notice with which he has been thus repeatedly 
honoured, having, neither ahililfes nor influence ,wiiich are likely to affect. our 
interest. 

'The Vizier loft' Benares the 10th of last month, on which- day I also 
departed. Mr. Lambert accompanied him to Ey zabad to rc<ieivc- the twenty 
lads promised in the first payment for the cession of Corah and Allahabad, and 
the balance' of the exti-a charges of the brigade being Rl,29,834'-13-3, both 
which sutns he has assured me shall ho instantly paid cm his arrival. 

I made a short visit to Chuiiar, -where I fixed the boundary of the lands 
appertaining to the fort, and made- some, otlier arrangements of too little mo- 
ment to swell this letter with the relation of theln. 

• * • 

, On my return to Patna the chief and council of the factory delivered to 
me • the particulars which I h£>d desired of the charges at the Salt jHitre fac- 
tories, together with tlie statciment of the quantity provided and the medium 
price (also charges • included) for seven years past.. It appears that the price 
has not of late been increased, and I imagine it will hardly ‘admit of a reduction. 

I enclose the accounts No. 1-9 for your observation. 

- .in thcicoui^e of our GonVerjation the Vfzitft frcc^^uently expressed the satis- 
faction which he. had received from our meeting, and from the friendly* and 
confidential fbtercourse which had taken place between, us. Though our- pro- 
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* fessions are not always to be received in their liter£\J sense, I took occasion from 
them to ask him whether it would be agreeable to him that a person in whom 
I could conddc should be appointed by me to .reside near his person, for the 
sake of perpetuating and strengthening the good tinderstauding sp happily 
begun, as well as for the transaction of such ordinary affairs as.might not suit tlie 
formality of a • correspondence by letter, but which iil their amount are always 
found to' be productive of important effects; that I desired it myself, but* 
unless it was equally his wish I would, neither propose nor consent to it, as it 
would not in such a case be productive of the good effects which I meant to .de- 
rive from it. He declared to me that it would bo entirely pleasing to him. I 
told him that ! would again address him after my return to Calcutta on the same, 
subject, "When I should haye made choice of a person duly qualified for so 
important a trust. It now rests with you, gentlemen,, to .dci^rmine on the . 
propriety of this appointment. I will offer it frankly as my opinion that if you 
shall think it proper to entrust with /ne the sole nomination of such a resi- 
dent, and the power of recalling him whenever .1 sfiall judge his presence to be 
no longer necessary, it may be attended with good, effects. In any other mode I • 
fear the appointment would exclude me from being any longer., the channel of 
connection, between this . Government and the Vizier, and prevent me from 
availing myself of that influence with him which I have taken 'much pains to 
establish, and I hope not altogether unsuccessfully. 

^ I have addressed* ‘the Board of Uevenue in a separate letter concerning 
such niattcrs as fell under my observation in th^ department. • * ' 

• Permit me, gentlemen, to conclude my letter with my acknowledgments 
for your indulgence in permitting Mr, Vansittart to accompany 'mo on this 
service. It is a justice which I ‘Owe to himi and to Messrs. Lawrell and 
Lambert, the other gentlemen of the Board who were with mo at Benares, to 
declare that the cordial assistance which I received frqm'them was of the most 
effectual service to me in my proceedings. 

I hay6 the honour to be, &c., &c., 

i’oBT William, WARBBN HASTINGS. 

The 4th .October 1773, 


(Treaty with Sujah-ul-Dowia, No. 1.) 

The Vizier op the Empire. — Asiph-jab 8hujah-ul-Mulk, the .Nabob 
Sqjah-ul-Dowla, Aboo-ul-Munsoor Oawn Bahadur, Sifdar Jung Sippali Salab, 
'on the dne.part, and Warren Hastings, Esq., President of the Council, Governor 
of Port William,. and*Commander-in-Chief of the forces of the English Com- 
pany, in the Provinces of Bengal, Behar, and, Orissa, for and in the name of 
the English Company on the other part, do agree. on the following articles : 

1st. Whereas in the treaty concluded at Allahabad, the IGth of August 1765, 
.between the Vizier and the Company, it is expressed that the districts of Oorah 
and Allahabad were given to His Majesty for liis expenses,- and nhereas Hja 
.Majesty has abandoned the possession of tlie aforesaid districts, and even given 
a sunnud for Corah and Currah to the Mahrattas to the great prejudice of the 
interests both of ‘the Vizier and of the English Company, and conti*ary to the 
meaning of the said treaty, and hath thereby forfeited his right to the said 
districts which has reverted Jo the Company, from whom he received it, it is 
therefore agreed that the aforesaid districts shall be put into the possession of 
the Vizier oh the following conditions and that in the same manner as the 
Province of Owd and the other dominions of the Vizier, and possessed, by him, 

• so shall he possess Corah and Currah and Allahabad for ever. He shall by no 
means and under nq pretence: be liable to any obstructions in the afores^jld 
countries from the Oonaipany and English Chiefs, and exclusive of the money 
now stipulated, no mention or requisition shall by any means be -made tb him 
for anything else on this account. This agreement shall be olftervod.by all the 
English Chiefs, Gentlemen of the Councili and by the Company, nor shall it 
ever be broke or deviated from. * ' 

' 54 



ai 

Conditions y viz. 

Hie shall pay to the Company fifty lacks (60,00,000) of sicca rupees accord* 
ing to the currency of the province, of Owd as follows, viz. :■ — 

In ready ftioney . * . . , . , . , , 80,00,000 

In two years after the date hereof, viz.:-^ ' . ' ^ 

a’he first year ... . . . .1 5,00,(100 

The second year . . .• . iS, 00,000 

30,00,000/ 

Sic'ca Rupees . 50,00,000 


2nd.. To prevent any disputes arising concerning the payments which shall 
he' made hy the Vizier for the expenses of the Company’s troops that may 
march to his assistance. It is agreed that the expense. of a "brigade shall be 
computed at two lacks ten thousand (2,10,000) sieca rupees per month, accord- 
ing to the currency of the province of Owd." By a brigade is meant as 
follows, 'viz . ' 

2 battalions oE Europeans. 

^ battalions of Sepoys. 

1 coYnpany of Artillery, 

The expense of the said troops shall be defrayed by the Vizier from tte 
time that they shall have passed the borders' of his dominions till' they return 
within the borders of the province of Behar, and exclusive of the abovemen- 
tiotied sum no more shall on any account be demanded fr^m him. Should the 
Company and the English* Chiefs have occasion to 'send f or the- trOops of . the. 
Vizier, the Company anti the English Chiefs shall also pay their expenses in the 
like manner. ’ . 

Signed, sealed, and solemnly sworn to by the contracting parties at Benares, 
this seventh day of September in the year of our liord one thousand seven 
hundred*aud seventy-three. 

In the presence of us — 

JOHN STEWART. 
WILLIAM REDFEARN. 


Estimate of the monthly expenses of a Brigade eipployed without the Provinces. 


A-company of Artillery . , ' . * 

A reginneht (two battalions) of Infantry 
Six battalions of Sepoys . 

Staff allowances 


Lascars' pay and batta . ' . 

Artificers' and ooOlies' h^^-tta • . . ■ ' * . 

* . Contractors' Charges. 

Victualling . . . .. • 

Carriage and camp equipment, &c. 

Hospital Charges. 

Cost of camp Equipage for a twelve-month; in- 
cluding 50 per oent.'for the charges of trans- 
portation . « . ' . . . ' 

Deduct supposed to be expended in a twelve- 
month ^ .* 


Carried over 


. » 

fi 

• m 

. 5,072 

• • 

. 48,271 

76,923 

4,500 . 


81,423 

• • 

, 6,920 

• . . 

. 12,988 

12,600 
15,706 • 

• 

• 

<28,306 

* 

72,946 

• 

*24,315 


48j630 *r^lh 

is 4,052. 


‘ *1,89,032 


65 



. Hoapiial Oharges — continued. 


Cost of stores for -a twelve-month including 
■ 5T) per cent, for the charge of trapsporta- 
tion • . . * • • ' • 

Deduct not supposed, to be expejided in a 
twelve- month 4 . . ' • . ’ » . . 


1,78,814 
• 87,167 


. . 87,157 is 7,263' 

Contingencies of paymasters, quartermasters, &c., • 

agreeably to the list delivered by the General . . • * 8,757 

• • • 
2,05,052 

Sundiy contingencies which cannot particular- . ■ 

Iv be specified estimate'd at . • . • • . • 4,948 

Total ^ ,• 2,10,00(7 


' ‘ Translation of the ne«» cowliiama or Agreement given by the Nabob Sujah-uUDawla to 
Ifaju Clieit Sing. ‘ * 

The affairs of the zemindary and hahud the Sireai* of Benares, and 
Sircar* Chunarah, and of the mehals *o£ Juanx)Oor, liejapoor, liuddohy, Sukne- 
s<‘gurrah, Mulboo Khans, Sircar Gazeypoor, Sekindarpoov, Kherepd . Shadey- 
abad, and Topi)ch. Sdrindv, &-c., which were under the charge of liaja Bulwan'd 
Bing deceased, I flo hereby grant and. confirm unto ^ou upon their former 
footing. It is ne<;cs*8ary that after deducting* thb Nankar and fialf of'the 
Toghier of Bttddohoy, yon monthly and annually pay into the treasury of , 
thdSivcar the estahlislied- and stated payments. By the favor of Go.d, wlwxt- 
ever is jiromotivc of y'our honor, shall be performed; .i 
iumma spec ified in the caboo leat, Jafc j . h f l . ptasBfifc Fuase ll y , ycat . 

vhnll nypr And if jou remain titan and steady in your 

<75e31dnce and in tbe pajmieht of your rents, no harm shall .by any means 
happen to your ryots or ..country. By the Word of Ciod and of the -Uoly 
Coran and of the blessed luiaurns, this agreeijient i.s made between me and 
my heirs, and you and your heirs, and it shall never he deviated from. • Dated . 
this 18th day of the IMoo.u Jemmady-ubsani, -in the year 1177 Ilegirec, 
answering to the Cth of Sej)tembcr 1773 English style. 

A true translation'. 

. WILLIAM BEDEEABN, 

Pn. Tr. 


Translation of .f lie JPotta given by tbu Nabob Sajah'*ul-Do\vla to Raja Cheit Sing. 

The Sircar of Benaras and Chunarah, and the Mehals of the Sircar of 
uanpoor, &C., including .land and rents and sayer duties; and havely Maho- 
aed-aban, Benares, Mulboo Khans-, Pergunhah Boeder, &c., Talooks of Sekinra 
dowj in the dependencies of the Perguhnah Khaundah, Pergunnah Buddohoy, 
Juknesegur, Bejeypoor, Sircar Gazeypoor; Pergurinab Shkinderpoor, Khereed 
ihadeyabad, and Toppeh Sermch, &c., land, rents, and sayer^ duties included 
ifter deducting the dustoor Dewanny, Nankar, lutlf of the jaghier of .BudtlQ- 
loy, and the other exempted jaghiers and whatever hjts formerly been allowed- 
18 deductions I do now fully grtint and* make over to you on the' termjs of 
cabooleat front the first, of* Khareef ^178. In considei'ation of the sum 
)f Benares Gum-sunna .1122,48,449 Assil and Ezafa, as specified underneath, ■ 
dear Cf all expenses of Sehbundy*. It is n^essary that .you pay the above 
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sum to the>Sirear' according to the stated and established khists year by -year. 
And by the favor , of God there shall never be any deviation from this 
agreement. 

Pariiculart, viz . . 

. ■ S » 

Paid by Baja Bulvand Sing as follows 


Bsu&rcs ' . . . . b . . 

Buddahojr . . . . . . , 

Suknesegur • . . . • . . 

Bejeypoor ..... . ■ , . 

Gazeypoor . . . . ’ . ‘ . . 

Shadeyabad . * 

18,00,607 

1,30,000 

16,000’. 

2,00,000- 

6,00,000 

40,000 

20,86,607 

Deduct Nankar, half of the jaghier of 

• 

♦ 

• 

Buddohoy imd Uttuirga, &c.^ . . . 

‘ s . • 

88,158 

Net revenue paid by Raja Balwand Sing . 

Increase settled with Baja Cheit Sing . . 

• • 

19,98,449 

a • 

a,60,000 

Net revenue to be paid by Baja Cheit Sing 

• a 

‘22,48,449 


Dated the 27th Bajub in the year of the Ilegiree 1184. • 

A true Translation. 
WILLIAM EEDFEARN, : 
Pn. Tr. 


From the Governor to Raja Cheit Sing, 

At this time, thfe Vizier of the Empire, having given yotl an agreement 
under hiil hand and seal, u'hich I have countersigned,' and also affixed my seal 
to, it is necessary that conformably thereto, and according to. the treaty con- 
cluded at Allahabad by Lord Clive and the Vizier respecting Raja Bulwand 
Sin^, your deceased father, you with flie greatest cheerfulness pay to the 
Vizier the rents thereby established, in whieh case the Company will always 
attend to your welfare, and afford you their care and protection, and in 
a greeqients aformentioned ther e shall npyer. bfiLffQy breaiw w deviation, 

A true Translation. 

WILLIAM REDFEARN, 



Pn. Tr. 


From the King to the Governor, rweived the 9tb September 1773. 

We aref informed by our. loyal 8e^vant, Munneer-ul-Dowla, that you, the 
strength of our empire, have sent your own aumils into the districts of 
Allahabad and Corah. My chosen servant ? It is 'now two yeare since we have 
received any money from Bengal, Allahabad, or Corah ; and our distress- for 
money is in the greatest degree. The English Chiefs are bound, by a treaty of 
allegiance to our sacred person, to pay our tribute from Bengal.; and at what 
place soever we may reside; to let. Corah and Allahabad remain in the hands 
our own servants. From this treaty we ore assured there will be no deviation. 
Considering the loyalty and ‘rectitude of you our loyal servant, we have full 
uonhdence that you will remit to our presence the balance of our tribute fnm 
Bragal, and continue the monthly payments in future; and that you .will 
deuver up Ccrah and Allahabad into the hands of Munneer-td-Dowla,* and at 
the same time enforce- payment of our revehue from thence regularly month 
by month. . Do you, our loyal servant, in concert with our brother as dear as 
life, the Vizier of ; the empire; come to •our royal presence. Should it happen 
that you cannot yourself come, let General Barker be sent ; and after theiri 
axrivsd we assent to whatever they may propose. We had intentions of 
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sending to' you our noble kinsman, Ddujad-ul-Dowla, to eommunipate to you 
our commands, and to reconcile you to our toyal person, of which we informed 
yoii in a former shukla. Afterwards this counsel occurred to our enlightened; 
mind, that if we were informed that yoti had intentions of . settling the affairs 
of our empire, we would then send our noble kinsman to ^ you ; that after 
learning from him our royal commands, you might despatch the General with 
the Vizier to our presence ; and we could then be assured that when we had 
two such supports with us, the Vizier and the General, your emulation would 
not suffer you to .permit the usurpers and disturbers of the peace of our 
empire,' such as the Jauts and the liohillas, to hold possessions so near our 
capital. As for the rest, know that our royal favour attends you ? Remit our 
tribute from Bengal, and give up Corah and Allahabad^ which will give the 
utmost satisfaction to oUr sacred person. , 

Postscript in the King' ^ own hand — Bo you our loyal servants come with 
cheerfulness to our presence. After settling affairs here we shall give our 
loyal assent to whatever you -may represent. 


A true translation. 

william REDBEARN, 

Pn. Tr. 


From the Governor to His Majesty Shah Allum, written the IStK September 1773. 

I have had the honour to receive your Majesty’s commands by the hands 
' of Mahomed Jacdob Cawn, which I have thotoughly understood. 

, Long before my arrival at Benares I repeatedly addressed your Majesty 
. with a request that some person of confidence, and’ empowered to treat upon 
yoiir Majesty’s affairs, might be appointed to meet me ^.t that place, and I was 
happy when you intimated to me ybur pleasure that Mujid‘-ul-Dowla- was 
deputed for this business ; because I had no doubt that with thn- assistance of 
so capable a person everything would be adjusted to your Majesty’s satisfac- 
tion, as I represented in the- addresses which I Sent on this subject. But upon 
my arrival at Benares I understood that the orders for his departure were, 
repealed, and that your Majesty’s attention was engaged in other affairs. In 
this case I . was remediless. The Vizier having afforded me a meeting at the 
abovementioned place, after many conferences I ju dged it most expedient, for 
the security of the peace and tranquility ‘of these parts, and. eym {Je 
benefit of your Majesty’s affairs, that the Chuklahs of Corah and ^^ahabad 
should be restored to his possession,- .and I have, accordingly assigned them to 
him. I think it incumbent upon me to explain to your Majesty fully my motives 
for“thw transaction. While the union between >x>urself and the Company 
subsisted, your Majesty is witness, and all the world have seen, that postponing 
the cousideratiou of every other- concern, tba wealth and forces of the English 
Company were continually employed in promoting your prosperity -and in the 
care of your safety. . The same desire and attachment shall prevail, but the ne-. 
cessity of the times requires* other measures and other counsel. When your 
Majesty separated yourself from the English and the Vizier ; and gave your 
preference to, and conferred your royal favours on others, whose views have 
ever been hostile to your former friends and allies; whatever 'power your 
Majesty pc^essed instantly became theirs^ and presuming upon it, they 
opposed, their forces to the Vizier and ’the forces of the English Company ;-, 
and even proceeded to acts of violence, against 'both, which we forbore to 
repel from respect to your person, which authorized, their proceedings. ‘What* 
return of. loyalty and services your Majesty received for the grace wl^ioh you 
thus* bestowed upon them your Majesty best knows. In addition tp ytfur o^er 
bounties you were pleased to grant them sunnuds foi; the districts of Qonah* 
and Curmh, which, in effect,* yro-uld have also given them the command of 
iUlahahad. By whatever means the sunnuds were obtained it is evident 
tB5.t T-our Majesty either wanted power to retain these districts,* or that 
iyou abandoned them of your own tree will to strangers, whose designs and 
68 
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interests were ever contrary to ‘the 'designs and* interests* of the Company. As 
t hey districts weye originall y assigned by the Com pany fo r the purpow of 
pavinsf your expenses . . w hen they ceased to be yourpro^rtyj by the universal 
principle s of justice, th^ jeverted. to the Company^ frojw whom you first 
yceived them. .: an'di aceordingly caused possession to be taken of them in the 
name of the Company, both for the security of their I’ights and to prevent an 
enemy from usurping them. An^ have given, therri to the Vizier ..for, these 
reasons : first , because as* his interests and the Company's were the same, and 
this country lay contiguous to his, the defence of it would be more easy and 
our mutual alliance become stronger by this addition to his dominions ; 
secondly because the Vizier being your first servant and the only represen- 
tative of your person, .it would enable him hereafter more effectually to serve 
your Majesty and to retrieve your p^ffairs. It was certainly my intention to' 
have put these districts again into your hands, and it was with this view that 
1 so repeatedly entreated your Majesty to send a person of your confidence to 
settle with mo the means of effecting this and the other arrangements depend- 
ant on the Company. But as no one came, and b§ing informed that nobody 
would come, and I knew that without some well-concerted plan of defence, to 
restore them to your hands would in effect be to give them up to the Mahrattas 
and prove a certain means of arming their hands against his, I was therefore 
compelled to change my first design, and act as* the. necessity of the seasori 
advised. 

Upon the affairs of Benga.1.1 have.befote in my letters represented the* 
distressed conditioh’of the people and the poverty of the country, which are 
solely owing to the heavy drafts which have been made of its current specie 
for your Majesty’s remittances. As it is the will of God, and agreeable to the 
commands of theJSnglisli Company, my masters, that I am entrusted with the 
care and protection of the. people of these provinces, and as their condition, 
which is aOiis .time on the edge of misery, would be ruined past remedy by. 
draining^ the country of the little wealth w.hich reinains in it, I must plainly 
declare that until the ‘safety, and welfare of these provinces will admit of it,. 
J cannot consent, that a single rupee be sent out of them which it is in my 
pWer to det ain.' This declaration I make from the integrity of my heart and 
a real attachment to your Majesty, which will not suffer me to deceive you by 
doubtful promises, while I am certoin that they can have but one effect. For 
the rest, I pray to the Almighty for a' more favourable season, to enable me to 
shew my zeal for your Majesty's service, and shall continually communicate 
with thft Vizier on the means of exerting our endeavours in conjunction for 
this purpose which, God willing, may be speedily and happily accomplished. 

A true translation. 

WILLIAM REPFEARN, 

Pn. Tr. 


• * 

Translation of the Agreement given by Hafez Rabmut Cawn to the Vizier. 

As the Vizier of the Empjee the aii4ah . ii.UH4»w]a, will put the 

Bohilla Sirdars.in full po8 se88ioii..ofa hflir-.c anfftrY . 4 t-is.at h is o Wn - opt i on t o 
effect it either 1 & V peace Should the Mahrattas at this time, without 

to a n «ugag«^ent or peace bekig established, cross the river and retreat 
owing to the rainy and after season, and after that is elapsed commit disturban- 
ces in the country of the Bohijlas, the quellina^ these dm^bances shall 
belong to the Vizier. The Robilla Sirdars after^he aforesaid bushxes b do agree 
to* pay ’the sum of 40 lads of rupees on the following terms, viz. : As the 
Mahrattas are now committing disprdero in the country of the Rohillas, the 
Vizier shall march from Shahabad'to such place as may he. thought proper to 
arrive at in order that the Rohilla dependants may copao out of the jungles and 
arrive at their own homes. The sum o^ ten lacs pf rupees shall then be paid 
in ready money in part of the stipulation, and 80 lacs, of rupees shall be 
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disoharffed in 3 years be^nning.lrom the Easseily year 11:80. This agreement 
is sealed in tlie presence of General Sir Kobert Barker. ; 

From Hafiz Rabmut Cawn, Chief of the Bobillas, to the Oovernor. 

After the usual compliments, and expressing his. dbsire of an intervie^r, ' he 
proceeds. The bonds of friendship and affection, and the mutual interQourse 
Trhioh'have long subsisted and* taken root between me and the English Sirddrs 
may not bo unknown to you. Having heard of your fame, .1 • wish that a 
. perfect harmony and coneord should be established and confirmed between ps’; 
and I hope that you will have the same inclination on your part. It is. from 
these motives, as* well as in consideration of there being no difference or dis> 
agreement, between us, that- 1 represent to yoU the following few circumstances 
that you may have them in your memory at the time of discussion. • • • 

Last year, when His Majesty and the Mahratta Sirdars* were at variance 
with the Nabob. Zabitta Cawn, and when aftbr confusion was thrown into that 
Nabob’s affairs. His Majesty and the Mahrattas crossed the 6#nges to come intQ 
these parts, the Kohilla Sirdars, for the protection of their, women, fled to the 
skirts of the jungles ; at this time the .Vizier of the Empire *and General Barker 
arrived at Shahal3ad, and sent Captain Harper to ine with a message to me to 
come and join them, which they persisted in with great perseverance. As our 
interests were equal, I Vherefore went and had an interview with the gentlemen, 
when an agreement was concluded between us, in which I agreed to pay 4W) lacs 
*o.f rupees on account . of pesheush ‘.to the .King and the Mahratta Sirdars, 
and the gentlemen on their part engaged to effect my security, by establishing 
peace between me and the King and the Mahratta Sirdars, declaring that if 
they would in a day or two after that march from Shahabad to fall upon and 
come to extremities with the Mahrattas, and to put an -end to their operations. 

, Notwithstanding this, the gentlemen never came to any liegociation with the 
I Mahrattas so as to put an end to their operations, nor ventured to attack 
i them, but finally returned' towards .Eyzabad, leaving their engagements unful- 
filled. When the* rainy season commenced, t he M ahrattas of themselves crossed 
the Ganges and encamped-, in the Doab, tlrreatening.me still with hostilities. 
0jif ing fne" rains I repeatedly called on the Nabob, the General, and Captain 
Harper to conclude these affaii*s with His Majesty and the Mahrattas, but they 
came to no determination on the subject, nor. took any measures, for effecting 
r security. When the rainy season was drajving to an end, and the Mahrattas 
had approaclied near the banks of the Ganges, they then demanded of me sums 
of money, which, after . pajich. ^ tempo rmng I ;waa at last obligad to 
Afterwards they went'to the presence, and procured a -sunuud for Corah and 
Allahabad, with* which they returned to- the banks of the Gang^ and made 
preparations of bridges for crossing it; and at the same time sent a person of 
their confidence to demand payment of the .money which h^d been stipulated, 
saying it belonged to them and the 'King ; and also wi^ many inducements 
requested that I would let them pass through my territories, assuring me that 
they would commit no depredation or ravages on tbe.rayats, and they would 
pass through with expedition towards the Soubah of Oude., or . withersoever 
they thought proper. . They algo engaged to remit me *a large sum’ oil account 
of the stipulation, and to do whatever was agreeable and would give satisfaction 
to the Kohilla Sirdars. At this juncture the Nabob- and the- General being 
arrived .near, they sent to* me Syed Shaw lV|!uddun and Mlaliomed Mukrim 
Cawn, desiring that X would enter into no terms.- .with the Mahrattas; and they, • 
woitW 5VY® ine back my edgagemedt for 4^. lacsjjf rupees, aaiLdojeverything 
both for my present and ^future security.* Having therefore in view the long 
friendship which bad subsisted between the Nabob Vizier, the English gentle- 
men and myself, I declined all offers made. by the Mahrattas, and came over 
to them, in revenge for- which it is well known that the Mnhmttas 

and plundere d' Moradabad aD 4 Sumbu l. ' The ^ntlemen pk>mi^d 
that they would cross^nd cantone on the othef.side of the Gai]^es during the rains, 
and would not retuyn to. Eyzabad or Calcutta dntil they bad" entirely driven 
away^ the Mahrattas, and fully satisfied themselves both with respect to their 
own and my security. • But at length i-hey left everything unfinished ; and after 
temporizing for .a long time with the Mahrattas returned to their own koines, 
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Iraving me still a prejr to the Malirattas. You are no doubt acquainted with all 
th^e prwee^ngs. It is a point which requires justice and consideration. As 
a friendship has long been established between us, I doubt not but* you wUl at 
all tunes and on all ofecasions Wish to preserve it. Other particulars the Maior 
will infortn you of. • ■’ 


The Vizier's. Narrative of the Behaviour of the Rohillas. 

The case of the ;Rohillas is as foUOws:— That from the beginning to this 
tune I^hq^fiLtpated, friendship and attention, and on their part .‘I 
have met wnth nothing but ill-treatment, treachery, and h breach of faith. Ac- 
cordingly when the Malirattas marched with a large army against J^ajib-ul- 
Dowla and the Rohilla Sirdars and ’beseiged. Najib-ul-Dowla un Sukertaul, 
and Hadz ‘ Rhamut, DoQndee Cawn, and the rest at Jellabad, -where they 
.reduced them to the greatest straits and difficulties! if I had not assisted them, 
they Would all ha^e been ruined and deprived of ‘their women, country, and 
. government. But by the favour pf God I afforded them at that time such 
assistance that the Mahrattas were put to flight, and ‘took their route to the 
Deccan, and the territory, property, and women of the Rohillas remained in 
security. Again, the year before .last, when the Mahrattas advanced their 
troops against the Rohillas, Zabitta Cawn received** a total defeat; and* 
Haflz Rahmut and the others being unable to^ oppose them, took -shelter with 
their women at -the foot of the hills, where,* if I had made 10 dayb* delay, 
they would all have perished by the bad water and unsalutary air. By the 
favour of the Almighty I went with the Bnglish troops to Shababad and 
stopped the approach of the Mahi’attas, arid sometimes using authority and 
menaces, and sqm^timos friendly mediation and temporizing, according to the 
circum8tan6e.^~; T ca used them to pass the Ganges; and releasing from confine^! 
ment delivered to Ziabitta Cawn the daughter of Ally Mahomed Cawn, a prini 
cipal Chief of the Rohillas, and nine of tlie women and* daughters ‘ of Najib-ul^ 
Dowla and the wife and soja of Zabitta Cawn, together with 400 women th^ 
Mahrattas bad taken prisoners. I also called to me Ilafiz Rahmut Cawn and 
the others who had taken protection under the hills, and replaced tliem on their 
former footing in the possession of their country. My friend General Barker 
w well acquainted with these circumstances, in •■whose presence they entered 
into an engagement for the payment of 40 lacks of rupees, and pledged their 
faith and religion ffjr-its performance. In the sequel they did not remain 
steady to this agreement, but in the height of the rains, antecedent to every 
other person, Zabitta Cawn first went and connected himself with the Mahrat- 
tas, and Hafiz Rahmut X3awn scut the holy Coran, which contains the religion 
of the Mussalmen, to the Mahrattas as a token of his friendship, lie also gave 
them five lacks of rupees arid established* a friendship and, good understandinq 
with them. The wUofe world are well acquainted that envoys from Hafiz llahT 
mut were with^ the • Mahrattas, and treated with them in the above manned. 
Myself, continuing firm and steady to my engagements, I proceeded in concert 
with the English troops from Eyzabad to the assistance of the Rohillas and 
arrived by successive marches to Ramgaut. I previously acquainted llafiz 
Rahmut Oawu that he should make ‘preparation, and that I should shortly 
arrive and act in conjunction with him. As Hafiz Rahmut Cawn had entered 
into intrigues with the Mahrattas notwithstanding I was near him, and the 
Mahrattas at a considerable distance, he nevertheless under • various preten- 
sions and evasions drew near the Mahratta army to such a degree that the 
morning when I arrived with the English' forces, and came upon the Mahrattas, 
Haflz Rahmut Cawn was within 7 '.or 8 coss of -them, .when from necessity 
only he came and waited on me. . I am certain that if* I had been 4 gurrieS 
later with the English forces, he would have joiqed tlie Mahrattas' and fallen 
uj^n me ; and that only from my near approach he was compelled to come to 
ine. • Afterwards when the Mahrattas could not face the English forces and 
mySelf, and set out for^ the Deccan, Hafiz Rahmut Cawn did not pay me a 
single daam on account. of the agreement executed in presence of the General 
as aforementioned :* nor did he treat me with that respect, or present, me with 
the customary presents, which are used amongst mankind as marks of friend- 
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sbip and hospitality. Tho heavy bt^rthen of increased expense wnioh 1 have 
sustained, both on account of my own troops and those of the English, are as 
evident as tlie sun at noon-day. ' 1 made no use of menaces concerning taking 
the mbney by force, otherwise, had I been so inclined, I could have taken it in 
the space of a day. I passed the matter over and .took no notice of it, and 
they on their part pleaded excuses; evasions, and delays. They even encamped 
at 3 or 4 coss distance from mine and the English army, with an intention to 
come to a battle should I insist on the payment of the money. Of the truth of 
this every gentleman that was with me can witness. My mentioning it is un- 
necessary. In short, the liohillas have been guilty of treachery, baseness, and 
a breach of faith, ‘and have paid no regard either to their oaths or agreements. 
I have notwithstanding hitherto put up with this behaviour, but can do it no 

longer. To oblige them to make reparation is expedient and just. 

« • 


A true translation. . 
WILLIAM JIEDFEARN, 
Pn. Tr. 
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The Nabob SuJah-ul-Dowla in account 'with the JSbn*hie United 
Dr. . ■ 

m 

To two battaHoas for August, ’September, and October 1772 ... 80,000 0 0 

To preparations and Colonel Gradard^s detaeliment^ current * ‘ 

rupees 81^021 13 10 

Deduct batta at 11 per cent. \ S.074 4 1 

27,947^ 9 9 

To extra expenses from 1st' December 1772 to 3 1st Aug*ust 

1773^ 9 months^ at 91^15^000 per. month . . , 10.36/000 0 0 


To extra expenses for September and half the wootb of - , I 

October sonats .. 1 . ... j 1,72,500 .0 0 
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qompnrty^pf Merchants of England trading ' to the East Indies. 


Cr. 


, Feb*4tb.. 


.MaiMStli 


ApK19th 


Apl. 25'tli 


Maj)r 24tl) 


July 1st. 


By cast paid Luckncf^ and Alla- 
‘hab^d sicens *. • ^ 

Deduct batta at.j3 4 per cent. • 

■ * . * 

. Zecaaly rujides 

Deduct* 4| ■ 

Benare. sonata 

By casli paid Qwde rup^s * 

■ .. Deduct ’34 ■ 

■ ZecoiiCty rupees . * . . 

Deduct. ' • » ' . 

•By cash paid Benares .sonats * 
Zecaaly riipees .. , . 

Deduct 4i 

Owde'liipees . . , • « 

Deduct 34 

By cash paid Cpraii sanats ^ 
• Deduct 


Corah siceas 


By cash paid Corah -siccas 
. • • Ded 


Deduct 5 1 

h •siccas 
educt 54 


July 2 nd* 


. Corah sonats 

• Deduct 3^ 

By cash paid Omie rupees 
Deduct. 

Bene res sonats . • 

Zecaaly rupees • 

' Deduct 4 i 

By cash paid Benares sohii^s 
, Owda rupees • . 

Deduct 3^* 

• • 

FerraChabud rupees . . . 

. Deduct S'i 

Zecaaly ^luj^es. . 

’ • Deduct 4J- 


July 8th, .'By cash paid Owdo rupees 

V .. Deduct di . . 

^ug. S.lslj By cash paid • . . 

By balauee due from Nabob Sh- 
. jnh-ul-IWwla-;— . . ' 

|.Toi'be paid to' Mr. ^qiBbH at 
Fyzabad • » * . . , . 

To be paid from, tbe balance b£ 
the khig's tun'caw on Moorsbi- 
* dabad . * • 


43;250 

0 

0 

1,513 

1-2 

0 

Benares sonats. 

13,750 

. 9 

0 

• 618 

12 

0 

• 99,000 

0 

0 

8,466 

. 0 

0 

1,000 

0 

0 

4o 

0 

0 

39,350 

0 

0 

. 1,770 

12 

0 

48,000 

0 

0 

1,680 

0 

.0 

34,9^10 

0 

0 

, 1,221 

8 

0. 

58,371 

4 

0 

3,-21<) 

6 

0 

63;92d 

8 

0 

2,965 

10 
* f 

0 

’76;079 

8 

0 

.2,662- 

12 

6> 

8,000 

0 • 

0 

280 

0 

0 

18,000 

• 

0 

0 

810 

0 

0 


• 


60,400 

. 0 

‘o 

2,114 

0 


600 

0 

0 

. 21 

0 

.0 

34,000 

0 

0 

1,630 

0 

o' 

50,000 • 

0 

0 

1*,750 

0 

0 


41,736 4 0 

« 

-13,151 4 0 
.43,000 0- 0 

06,535 0 0 

•*' * ’ 
•955 0 0 

12,650 ^0 0 

37,579 4 . 0 

• * 

■46,320 *0 e. 

m 

33,678 8 0 

65,160 14 0 

; t— 

50,945 14 Q 
73,416 12 6 

7,720 0 0 

24,000 0 .-.0 

17,190 .0 0 
5,000’ 0 0 

58,286 O' -0 

679 O’ 0 

82,470 -0 0 


97,867 8 t) 


96,490 0 0 


96,549 . 4* 0 


8,883 9 .O' 


1,24,371 10 t; 


48,910" 0 0 


a « 4 
a 

m 


1,29,834 13 3 


3,2S;0f)0 0, 0 

* . ■ — 

Sonats 


,96,335 0 (' . 


48,250 0 If 

l,i;i,o00 0 0 

8 , 12,612 12 6 


-4,52,834 13* 3 


12,63.447 9* .9 ’ 
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•Extvact of a letter from the Governor to the Nabob Sujah-ul.Dowla. , 

Mahonxed Elich jCawn has ‘ »!q)eatedly and fully explained to me your 
ExcSlloncy’s commands, upon- the* subject of the accounts of Captain Harper’s 
battalion. '•The state of this mattpr is as follows*:— I am informed by the 
General that, at your requisition, the lirigado, of which the General had then the 
command, was sent to Allahabad. It there eontinued at youf own reqpest 
about three years ; tha^^t it was agreed between the king, youreelf, and General 
Smith that for' the batta of thij force B30,0Q6 should* be paid montlily, via.^ 
R16,000 by the king and 1115,000 by yourself j that your share of this pay- 
ment never was paid’ but Was always understood to have been balanced by the 
advances made by you on account of the 19th Battalion, of which nbout H5,000 
monthly were, due from you for batta and extra expenses, and BIO, GOO were 
advanced by you on account of their pay, by which' means ij. w^s alyyays con- 
sidered the account was settled. ' , . ' ‘ 

• * * 

l also find it mentioned in some authentic papers, which have accidentally 
fallen into my liandiS, that the brigade aforementioned was called to Allahabad 
and continued there at your own express requisition ; and the Company 'have 
been so informed in many letters from the administration of Bengal: of the 
truth of this I am myself entirely unacquainted. I knbw not "the dates of the 
arrival or return of the brigade which went to Allahabad, nor of the appointnient 
or continuance of the 19th Battalion, with your person, nor l»ave I one paper or 
account which can show me what sums have been received and -are due ’on either 
of. these accounts. ‘The persons who were privy’to these transactions (on which a 
knowledge of these accounts depends)-, are cither in England or in Calcutta. How 
therefore can I possibly, attempt to settle this account here without a single 
voucher to assist me ? Reflect also that this is a business of years’ standing ; 
and that since tjie commencement of it, Mr. .Cartier and other gentlemen 
appointed by . the Government of Calcutte, have liad a meeting with your Excel- 
lency for the purpose of settling all matters between you and the Company. -If 
this, account was not settled with them nor with the other English Chiefs, whd 
had the immediate cognizance of it, in what manner dhd liy what means am I 
to settle it, who never heard of such an pocount nor expected such* a demand to 
be made, upon me, till my arrival here ! I therefore sent you ;Woi’d that ui)On 
my return to Calcutta I would carefully examine the Paymaster’s hooks, and 
make such enquiries as might be proper, from the persons who had any know- 
ledge of them, and of your agreements \^ith the English Cdmpany poncerning 
them ; and if it should appear that anything was justly due to your Excellency, 
it should be’ faithfully .and most pertairrly paid you. 


• • 

Prom the Nabob Su^b-ul-Do\yla, received 4th ^September 1778.* 

I considor you as my true friend, ajid shall write you the plain truth with 
respQct to the account of Captain Harper’s battalion, on which I troubled you. 
•The fact -is this. The pleasure with which I hoard- of your coming *into these 
parts is, not to he 'expressed, and since '! have met you, the knoWlbdge,’ wisdom, 
and understanding with which I have observed you are endued. 'Your address 
and the regard which you hgrve shewn both for the preservaliqn of your friend- 
-ship and public faith have all given me the utmost degree of satisfaction. I 
therefore resolved at home that several matters which h’ad been put’ ‘off for 
years should be settled now. Of former affairs you already know that while 
the Nabob Sabut.Jung (Lord Glive) remained in tlie country our uegociations 
were settled, in .the best manner ;' but from the gentlemen who bame after him 
I never got an answer to my letters in less than four* months : then what qould 
become of other ad^ajrs ? Ever since Loi*d Clive’s time I ha-ve had a battalion 
stationed 'ftrith ihc, and whatever w^ the batta settled for it; Lord Olive, on the 
consideration that it was too gfeat a distance ‘from Calcutta .td send money, for 
the payment of it, settled, that the whole of its pay should be adva’ncesd-by me, 
and that whatever sums I might advance on that account, over an‘d‘ above the. 
-batta, • should be repaid iqe* , Accordingly this mode todk place. At that time 
Persend Roy., my -vakeel, was in Calcutta, and upon bis ooming away the sur- 
iplus money ‘which I had advanced on account of the pfiymeht of the battalion 
I was paid to him, with, which he purchased several articles, aufl'was bringing 
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them up .to me when tjiey. were stopped at Patna. Afterwards a fire'happened 
at Patna, in which the whole of these goods were burnt, as a recompense for 
which. 300 'and odd English hrelocks'were given ihe at the tiitae of my going to 
Allahabad. This transaction may* have t:ome to your knowledge. General 
Barker is well acquainted with it. .With respect to the batta of the brigade 
which wa,8 quartered at Alla.habad, and which* you say was c^-llpd there by iny 
desire, ijie ease.js this. When Cossim Cawn joined himself- with the BohiHas, 
and Was going to' set disturbances .on foot, I • sent for the English’ troops, in 
about 10 daya after wliose airrival at Allahabad the disturbances were concluded ; 
and^the enemy seeing that I and the English Chiefs acted in concert, and that 
the English troops were *at Allahabad, dispersed, and in about 10 days or a 
month after the arrival of those troops at Allahabad I dismissed them. That, 
friendship which subsisted between me and General Smith is. known to all the 
world ? You must’atso be well acquainted* that at length I carried on a corre- 
spondence to*Ca lout ta, and had some controversy with the gentlemen respecting 
the troops that I* kept in my servfcfe. Altliough, no nuinber of troops was’ 
mentioned In the treaty, nqr was ft any infringement of the treaty, ypt imrely 
out of* regard to the friendship ail'd satisfaction of the English gentlemen, I 
made no use of thi§ ai’gument, nut dismissed my troops after the conclusion of 
the disturbances with Cossim Cawn.. I know nothing- of the English troops 

• being sent for. tf. fhey were sent for. General Smith did it of* his own accord. 
Ther e was tie^^er any agreement between General Smith and regarding the 
HSOjbob on account *o£ batta for the brigade at Allahabad, nor do I know any- 
th mg^Ttf ~lt; ~ General ^mith had at that time gone to Souragepore, and had a 
confess with Hafiz Eahmut ‘Cawn, and upon hearing of some disturharices of- 
the Maljrattas in the districts of Bundelcund he required my assistance. Upon 
which i sent Beney Persaud with tny troops to him. You write, that of the 

• R30,Qp0 half was'tobe paid by me and half by the king.” If the king sent 
for those troops, why should I pay half ? or if I sent for them, why should the" 
king pay half ? Besides this,' the 'troops .were stationed at Allahabad, which is 
at the distance of 7 days* inarch, and ia‘such,caso what jise could they ho of to 
me. Respecting; the disturbances of the Abdallah, if there was any disturbance, 
it must have been at Lahore, and I am entirely unacquainted with it, nor could 

'.those troops be requiredeupon that occasion. * You arc just and wise..^ If I had 
sent for those troops, there must he some letter or voucher foi* it, or-it must he 
mentioned in your records, and let them be produced.. This I ha've written.; 
but of pure friendship and from a consideration that "you are just.^ 
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Bepreeentation of Nudjif^ Ca^ivn ns delivered byMiIs Vacke61. 

When Major Mlunro was encamped at Benares were great disturban- 

ces in the’ districts of •Corah aivd* Allahabad, and I was in' Bundelcund ; the 
Major sent me* a -letter of invitaition through Raja Kj^aulyr^ together with 
a- bill for 30,000 rupees and gave me hopes of Shuja-ul-Dowla’s .country. In. 
the* letter he desired pae to join the English by the way of Oorah,.aftd immedi- 
ately t^pn my arrival to ‘establish my own authority there ahd drive out ■ 
Shuja“Ul-t)owl^*s people, because he said the Chuckla of Corah and Subadarry 
of Allahabad were settled upon ine. . Upon the receipt of this letter I marolied 
•to Corah with 7 or 8, (WO horse and drove away Shuja-ul-Uowla’s people, and 
I was active in assisting Colonel Fletcher and General Carnac at the siege of the 
fort of Allahabad .and in the .war, with the Mahrattas. . T^ese circumstances are 
well known^to many English* gentleufen. When the "Vizier surrendered himself 
to the English, they gave up to him' the Souhah of Oudc,.aud Chrah and Allaha- 
bad weore made over to the Xing. *. The King told i.ord Clive that he should not ’ 
get a single daam'by the acquisition of Corah and Allahabad, for that I 
should ^xpend the . whole revenue for the payment of my trOops. Ijord 
Clive ordered thht I should receive two lacks of rupees per annum out of the 

* revenues of Bengal fot my support, and told pie; that for my pay and' the jjay. 
of my troops I should, teceivo from the King whatever he might appoint j that 
if my inclination tp serve the King should not continue I' might live where I 
pleased, and there should be no failure in the payment of these two lacks.. Only 
r must* not join with any person.who was an enemy of the King, the English, 
or the Vizier: accordingly this is inserted- in the treaty. I am now- in the King’s 

• service, , whom 1 attend agreeably to the permission of General Barker, and 
have been. guilty of no infringement of my agreement, and I am* now. also 
ready to' Qbey ypur commands. A& the English gentlemen never act con- 
trary to thch engagements, I flatter nay self you wi}l pay myraHownneehs usual,- 

- together with the arrears. I ahi ever ready to act agreeably to your directions. 

Sectet Dept., » Fort William, the 7th Cictober 1773. 

Thursday. At A^CoNS'qnTATibir, presejjt; 

The *HoN*^»j:iB Waeren Has-jings, Frbsident. 

* * . • • • 

■ -Geneeal Sib ^obeet*-Babkeb, b^ng arrived at the Presidency, takes his seat 

.at the Board. 

William ' AIiDbrsbt, Esq. 

P. M. Daores, Esq. 

Henry. Goodwin, Esq. 

John Graham, Esq. 

Qeo- Vansittart, Esq, 

• B«ad and approved the consultation oE the 4th instant.- 

. Recjeived the following letter'from the President and Council at Tort St. George. 

Foii St Oeoree. TaBjore. To the Hok’blb Warhbn Hasthstos, President had Governor, 
Ukw.?.. • &c:. Council of Fort William. 

Moij'blb Sib and Sirs,— ‘"We have the pleasure to acquaint your Honor, 
Ac., that the^apital of Tanjore was taken b*y storm, jthe* 17th ,at noon, with a 
veii* j inconsiderable losg. * 

* The enclosed packed to the Hon’ble OoUrt of Directors, conrtaius xue 
accounts of this eyentla which we request your -Honor, &c., will forward by 
the very first despatph for Europe: 

• . * By-advibes received from Pp'onah, dated the- 6th instant,* we a.re inforipett 
that Narrain Row wAs ass^sinated by h'Cpmmandant of sepoys, and that his * 
uncle’ Bag^naut Bow was thereupou set at liberty and will, We understand,* be 
apppintOd bis successor. 

• On the 80th of Ah^it 1778 the yhong PCshwa Bow was mViirderod. .^T^e m^er ^ms to 

.h we been planned bv Anatiab BbI, the .wife of b'h uncle Bagoba. . When the MsaMina attacked him ho mn to 

his nnpb’a apart^^nt and. implored him to save, him. Thin his uncle attempted m vun to da. 

■ «0 



46 


As Mansfield is riot yet arrived, and we are apprehensive it may not be 
in our power to despatch her for IBurope, should she not arrive in the eourae of 
this. month, we rnhst £^ain request yeur Honor, fee/, will order the Mercury 
to ca.ll here’for 'our despatches to the Hou’ble Court* ^ 

We .are, &c.,' Ac., 

Fort.St. ■Gborqb ; . (Sd.)* ALEXANDER WY N 0 H, &Co • (Council. 

The 20th September 1773. 

Secret i)ept., Port William, the 12th October 17.76. 

Tuesday. ’ Ax a CoNSULTAXipN, pjresent : 

ThB Jloi>i^Bt<E Warrbk Hastings, President. 

* • * 

William Albersey, Esq. 

■ # 

P. M.. Dacbbs^ Esq, 

Henry Goodw]^, Esq. . 

John Q*rah am, ' Esq. 

Geo. Ya-NSittArT, Esq. 

Brioabibr General Sir Robert. Barker, Absent.. 

Read the- consultation of the 7tb instant. 

•The President desires enter the following minute in reply to those recorded by', the General 

in the last Proceedings, . 

TheGovesnor s reply to tbe . -Remarlfs ‘ on the Generars dissent to the .President|s 

General’s dissent. , ■ ' meRsurcs at -Benares : — 

• • 

The objections made, by the General to the article of the treaty \vith 
respect to the qession of Oorali' and Allahabad to the .Vizieir are these : — ; . ' 

s 1st. — That they are repugnant .to the treaty pf Allahabad. 

2nd. — That, the conditions of the cession were much below its worthy and 
• • what, might have beeh obtained for them*. 

3rd. — That, an exchange might have Been pbtainea for tli«m of the lands 
* of Chiinar ’ and, that part of the’ zemindary of Gauzipore which 

lies on the south side of the Ganges. • ‘ 

4th . — That it has contributed to. the Vizier's purpose of accumulating a? 

■ much power, wealth, and cdiintry as ho possibly can, and renderiog . 
himsMf a still more formidable and' dangerous neighbour than he 
has hitherto been. 

Bth. — That besides an advance of a sum -of money, *a ‘contihuation. of 
half the revenues arising from those Province^ should have' been 
obtained: for the Company for a number of years. 

Gth. — That equal advantages might have been obtaine.d from^ the King for 
his reinstatoinept in* those. Provinces, viz.^ the renunciation of 
his stipend of 26 lacks per aifnum, and sunnuds or grants for the 
Bouhahs'of Bengal, Bchar, and Orissa to the Company for ever. ‘ 

Jtff.-*-The 4fch article of the treaty, of ’Allahabad .mas in these' words * 
*'The h^ing Shah Allum shall remaim in full possession of Corah abd Such 
part of the jProvince of Allahabad as he now possesses^ yhich-are ced^ to hj s 
Majesty as a royal demesne for the support of pis dignity Arid expPnsefr .^* 

.. The. General af^rms that “in oorisequenrie and by virtue of this^cessiori, 
the Company were to hold the Provinces of ’Bengal,. Behar^ arid. Orissa in per- : 
pethity.*' No 'subh declaration- is made in the above or in any subsequent 
treaty, nor' is the session of Corah and J^llahabad either mention^ or alluded, 
to ip any other. Alj)hoagh no conclusion is draym from this-ftffirpisiion, I have 
thought it of pdnsequenoe to remove it, because it seemed’ to. imply that, the* 
possession of. C^rah and Allahabad and that of the Devtaliny of* Bengal, &o., 
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stood upon ^he samp tenure, and that if the. former were lefl to the King, the 
right, of the Company to .‘the latter ceased with it. 

The true estate of the dase as I conceive it is this. ' 

, . The Government hestow.ed the districts of Corah and Allahahad upon thh ' 

King' Shah Allum of its own free will for 'the ‘support of his dignity and ex-' 
penses.** He first abandoned j and afterwards by a solemn grant he gave tliem 
away to the Maharattas. • We’disapproyed of the gpant, because it« frustrated 
the purpose, for which’ these lands were bestowed .on the King, and because “we 
. saw danger in admitting so powerful a neighbour on the bordcm of* our ally. 
It was- therefore resolved to resume the possession of those lands, not from the 
K-ing, whbso -property, and right were annulled by his own alienation of them, 
.blit from the Maharattas, their new proprietors. ... 

If it was repugnant to tjie treaty ** to possess ourselves of the Provinces 
o’f Corah and Allah^ad, and to cede them td the Vnsieri be^nse the *kiiig had 
an undoubted right of ; doing wliat he judged proper with those Provinces, 
without reference to the ’English,** it was also repugruint to the’ treaty tp 
oppose the Maharattas, to whom he had assigned them, and ^to prevent theYn 
from taking possession according to .the intention,* of his grant. I.Yet this 
measure was resolved On, after having been* very maturely debated both in the 
Select Committee -and at the Board, with the presence, concurrence, and advice 
of the General in. both. What v^as the opinion" of the. Board at- that time on 
the 'subjfect will best appear from the following cjxtract of the consultatipin of 
the 1st February, at which the General was p’resent ? * - . 

' The Board are entirely of opinion, with the Select Committee, that thdy 
have the justest grbunds to contest-this point with the Maharattas. The Pro- 
' vince Corah was a grant of the Company to the King, and declared to have’ 
been made for the support of liis dignity and- exponas. By its being made a’n 
article of their treaty with the Vizier, they must be considered as tfie guarantees 
of it. * The presemt transfer is unquestionably an. act of violence, and, as such; 
can he repelled by none with so good a plea of right as by those from whom 
it was originally held : were it even a‘ voluntary^ < 5 e 8 sion, the equity of it might 
well admit of a disputej* and the Company might justly reclaim -the possession 
of ' it, bqth because the conditions of their original grant to the King were 
defeated by his assigning it -.to another power, aqd their int’etests are likely to 
be endangered by it. . • 

Resolved that measures he immediately tqken for’ thb defence of the 
‘Province of Corah and C.urrah against the Maharattas ; that the President be 
desired to communicate' thi^’ our ihtentioii to the Vizier ; that Colonel Champion 
he directed to consult with him on the proper means of effecting it, and if ad- 
visable, to cross the rivpr at Allahabad; either with the whole or such a part of 
the brigade as he shall judge a*dyisable for this service, & 0 ., • 

• 2nd. — Mr. Lawrell has given his bpinion, founded on the .testimony of the 

most authentic records, that the nett revenue of the Provinces of Corah and 
Allahabad,’ after deducting all charges, may amount to 22,09,416 rupees "if 
•the country remains in jieace. and is affected with no uuui^ual calamity.” . This 
is a condition in which \yo have.no right to 'expedt them to continue long^ and 
in vrar,’ or even on the threatening of a war, it may bq- questioned whether the 
collections would be sufficient to defray’ the charge of the forces which would 
be required at once to guard the country against .an ehemy, and to curb the 
mutinous spirit of thq people. I beg leave to qUote an expression which t have 
heard attributed to Nudjif Oaw.n, and which strongly marks the troublesome, 
and precarious tenure of these districts, — that the -ryots never phy tlieir rents 
but with the dagger held to their throats:" In’ effect we find that*on the bare 
pftdation of an invasion of the Idaharaltas the last year; notwithstanding, 
their distauce, and tlj® speedy approach of oiir forces, the zemindars nad farm- 
•ers bad withheld their, rents^ and rome of* the Rajas had actually risen up in 
, relielliGii, which circumstances are mentju)n6d b;^,Mr., lawrell to have rendered 
the state of the collections ^precarious that’ he was glad .to acceptor an 
agreement from. Mutineer 0‘!Dowlia to rent the -whole country for the nett 

sum. of 16 lacks. * ,, 

To the= rbfraetory spirit of the people , let it be added that the nearest 
point of •Alh^habad lies at the distance of 180 miles measured in a straight line 
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irom our cantonments at Dinapore. The length of Corah ajad Allahabad with 
the same measure is 160 miles, and their brdadth, ^hich ia in every part nearly 
the same, blit 20. ’That they are annually exposed to the* attacks^ of .tb'e 
Maharattai, who 'have an ancient claim to the possession of Corah; which they^ 
are not- likely to fofego, and then let a calculation bo formed of the. piipbable* 
amount which these Kinds would ‘yield to. us bn .a medirum of ten years,* With the 
probable amount of their. expenses. 

. Upon the whole, whateyer may be'^he GeneraPs.opinion, ! am convjncqd 
that the terras which I obtained from the Vizier were luUy adequate to the . 
real worth of the lands; ‘all circumstances* considered. I will not pretend to say 
whether more might or might not have bee'n extorted from him.^ It was ifqt 
without much pains and persuasion that I bro'ught hiin to these terms.-. 
Besides, I beg it may be remembered that* the Vizier was as well acquainted 
with the obvious difficulties which, would have attended our retaining posMSsion 
of this territory on bielialf of the Company as I w.as with his motives for* wish- 
ing to acquiro.it. .* • • . .*• - • • 

• Sril.—rl cannot avoid complaining of a want of candor in the assertion -that 
bad I persevered In the detnand of the Gauzipore lands^ \t is probable I’ might 
have obtained an equivalent in them for tlie exchange of Corah and Allahabad. 
The General niay well remember that ho himself informed me of tlid* extreme 
reluctance which, the Vizier had to yield up the. smallest part of that country. 
But»I “will plainly deolare that territory was not ray aim. . My attention was 
wholly fixed on the- means df rfilioving the distresses of fhe- Company by an * 
aequiSitipn of ’ready money "rather than of enibarrassing .them by .an extension* 
of possesi^ion which, iij. the case supposed the General, would not have been 

an equivalent, since .the whole zemindary pays to the* Vizier no more than , 
22 1 lacks under our guarantee* . and th.at part of it which the General refers 
to composes but a^ out one-third of it, from which wq could in Justice claim 
6o more than the proportional rent, that is seven or eight lacks. . . 

' 4ih.—^l have already declared my opinion — with my . reason for it— ^that the 
acquisition of Corah and Allaliabad wilj increase the Vizier’s dopendeuee on the 
Company. I have often heara of the treacherous desigdis of the Vizier, .anh, the 
dani'er of, allowing him to posse&s either w^th pr. power, but *I nev,er hea^ • 
this'^dpinion well -supported*. On .the contrary, I conceive that ho would bo a 
much more useful ally, if he had a greater degree of both ; *but while the policy 
prevails Of curbing him .in every in^proveraent, we . not only deprive- oulrael-ves • 
of every benerft of his alliance, and moke him a burthen to -iis, but'we alienate - 
his affections, and teach him to abhor the hand whfck is held out to oppress, 
instead of relieving him.- The additional revenue arid security which the Vizier 
would have acquired by the’ reduction pf.tlie Rohillas had, I own, a consider-.' 
able share in fhe reasons which induced me t<5 consent .to tliat. proposition, 
although' the stipulations which were proposfed for the Company were un-* 
doubtedly the fir^ consideration. I presume that the General himself; when ho 
first communicated the proposal, was avare that the reduction of the flohillas 
would liave been an accumulation of wealth, power, and country to the Vizier, . 
and a'far ’fnore important one than the possession of Corah and Allahabad* 

. , In .the above sentiments respecting the treatment' of the Vizier, I aha. sup- 
ported by the opinion of the Hon’bld. Court of Directors,^ which is strongly 
implied in .many of their ednamands, and pointedly expressed in the fplldwiug . 
paragraph of itheir letter o£ 80th*. Tune 1760, wmqh, though’ ajluding . to^ a* 
different subject, evidently -marks both their opinion and that of the Gene'ral 
at another* period of the littld danger which we have to. apprehefid from the 
power of the^ Vizier. *. ’ . ' .* ' . * » 

The number of Sujah .Uowla’s forces not being. limited by any* treaty^ 
your demhnd upon that subject can hnly be justified uppft the , prinpiples. .of 
self-defence, where considerations .Of justice *inu8t sometihies- give, place to* 
necessity ; but We do not see in tb'e presedt instance any such danger impend- 
ing.* Colonel Barker in* his letter of the 23fd March '1768 gives *an opinion- 
that a single Brigade wopld be ah o-yer .match .for all Sujah..' I)owla*s. arihy. 
This opinion stands unoontr,ov.crted, and indeed it is founded upon the uniform' 
experience of our former success. We do not therefore see .the 'necessity .of 
coming to a resolution so very disgusting and humiliating without some dverfe 
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act committdd on his part, manifestly showing his hostile intentions against 
us : whenever that happened you, were able enough to reduce him, arid we could 
not4iave been charged with being the aggressors. Whereas, if a war should 
break out in consequence of this, and other aggravating circumstances attend- 
ing the deputation, the brcach of friendship will be imputed to the Company.” 

5th , — This being a mere speculative opinion unsupported by reasons, I shall 
decline answering it, observing only that a stipulation for the continued pay- 
ment of one-lialf of the revenue (if the Vizier had agreed to it, which I am 
morally certain he would not) would have made it necessary to join our own 
officers with the Vizier’s in the management of the collections, and besides 
continual contests would have entailed upon us all the bad consequences, but 
in a greater degree, of an unconnected possession. 

6th . — The renunciation of the tribute, which we cannot pay, and the grant 
of the sunnuds for Bengal, which we do not want, cannot in propriety be termed 
equal advantages with a positive payment of 50 lacks in money, and the Vizier’s 
engagement to bear the whole expense of our troops when they shall be em- 
ployed by him.’ Besides, I know not by wbat right the King could give, or the 
Company take, from the Nawab the little share which he possesses of the 
soubahsbip, and which ho holds by treaty. But the General adds, that ” it is 
now more than probable we shall soon see those sunnuds in the hands of other 
nations ” — and what will they avail them ? It was not pie want of the sunnuds 
of Shah AUum which defeated the long-concerted pi’ojects of the l)uc 
de Choiseul, nor will the possession of them quicken the designs of the Maha- 
rattas against us. The sword which gave us the dominion of Bengal must be 
the instrument of its preservation, and if. (which God forbid) it shall ever c.ease 
to bo ours, the next proprietor will derive his right and possession from the 
same u^tura l Charter. 

Opinions of what might have been done always have an advantage in the 
comparison with what has been done : any conjectures may be hazarded of the 
probable consequences of the former ; no events can refute them. The latter 
are fixed to certain and unavoidable proofs. I feel the force of this inequality 
in the present argument with the General. I can only oppose my own opi- 
nions to his conjectures, which cannot overthrow them. The measures which 
I have adopted can at this time admit of ho amendment, or variation, nor can 
any reasoning avert the effects which must follow them ; although it will 
always be easy to. infer every disappointment and every ill-consequence as 
the necessary deductions from them. The remainder of the General’s letter 
consists in a charge which respects the Board more immediately than myself. 
I shall beg leave, however, to reply to it. Ho complains that he was not in- 
cluded in the commission which the Board thought proper to intrust to my 
sole management ; that he was never present at any of the conferences held 
between the Vizier and myself, excepting the last day, when everything had 
been concluded ; and that the natives of Hindustan, influenced by these 
appearances, must view his consequence in a lesser degree than any of his 
predecessors, whom they have been taught to look on with reverence and re- 
spect. This latter charge he afterwards repeats in terms which too strongly 
imply that his attendance at Benares was required for that purpose only. 

The charges are severe, but how far they are merited may best appear 
from a xdain state of my conduct on the points to urhich they refer. 

Immediately on. my arrival at Benares I acquainted the General very cir- 
cumstantially with the subject and design of my commission. I shewed him 
my instructions, which he read with attention, and to the best of my remem- 
brance expressed an approbation of every part, excepting that ho mentioned a 
regret that some mere notice had not been taken in it of himself. l exprcssed 
to him my wish to have the benefit of his a^istance, and that he might know 
with what degree of cordiality ho might in reason bestow it, I very frankly, 
informed him, that as it appeared evident to me that the Vizier was hitherto 
very little acquainted with the regular powers of our constitution, and had 
placed no dependance on the Government itself, but made all applications to 
the commander of the army, it was my intention to convince the Vizier that, 
in his concerns with the Company, his immediate dependance was on the 
Governor alone, and to establish a direct communication between him and 
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myself without any intervention : at the same time I assured the General that' I 
considered the second place as duo to him, and that it should be my study to 
add as much as was in my power to his importance within that limitation. •In 
other points my views were no other than such as were contained in the sub- 
stance of my instructions. 

I can truly declare that my whole subsequent conduct was consistent with 
this declaration. I can indeed offer but one proof of it, to which the General 
liimself will bear evidence, in the information which he received from the 
Vizier of niy desire, as I had before expressed it to him, that the General might 
be prevailed on to take the command of the army, in case the projected expedi- 
tion against the llohillas should take place. 

With respect to his not participating in the conferences with the Vizier, a 
thousand obvious causes forbad it. The yery purpose to which I have just 
alluded would have made the presence of the military commander a circum- 
stance equally of restraint and indelicacy. The commission which I had 
undertaken required speedy despatch ; the yery essence of it was the power of 
instant decision. Both these purposes would have been frustrated by the 
General’s intervention. The conversation must Jiave been broken by the inter- 
I)retation of every word that was said on both sides for the Genei’al’s informa- 
tion. His opinion must have been consulted on every new point that arose 
out of the debate, and^arguments discussed on both sides till we should concur 
in the same determination, while the Vizier was to sit patiently and wait the 
issue of our discussions, or catch the difference of our sentiments, and apply it, 
as he easily might, to his own advantage. Who too should be the interpreter 
between us ? I could not ; a fourth person therefore must have been admitted 
to the' conference to act in that capacity. The other Members of the Board 
must of course haVe been called in, or they would have had real cause to bo 
offended ; and if the Nawab had thought it necessary to support his part of the 
negdbiation with an equal weight of numbers, our business would have been 
• determined by a diet instead of a conference, and most probably concluded ‘ 
wdth nothing decided, or by compulsion, instead of a free and amicable accommo- 
dation. 

The instances quoted by the General were not applicable to the circum- • 
stances of my commission. There might have been no impropriety in the junc- 
tion of General Carnac with Lord Clive. They stood in a different predicament 
together : their views, their way of thinking, their objects were the same. 
Eacli equally stood in need of an interpreter ; nor did the case then subsist of 
a difference of interest between the Government and the military authority. 
General Smith was joined in the deputation of 1708 because his rank entitled 
him to it. Their business was simple, to be effected by command, and not by 
persuasion, and might (I will presume to affirm) have been concluded full as 
well by the General alone as by the joint powers of a Committee. In a word, 
the Board, in the two commissions above mentioned, thought proper to compose 
them of more than one person. The Board chose to delegate the trust reposed 
in me to myself singly. I have every reason to be convinced that the effect 
was answerable to their intention ; and so well assured was I of the necessity of 
this mode before I accepted of the charge, that I would not have undertaken it 
on other conditions. 

It will be recollected that the various points referred to my management 
were none of them fixed to any specific terms, but tbe undefined ideas and 
wishes of the Board, and tbe political principles of the Court of directors, 
given me at large for my guidance. The spirit of these last is strongly repug- 
nant to the imperious manner in which the Vizier has been too often treated 
by our Government, and enjoins a style oTf persuasion in the place of com- 
mand. Every circumstance of* the negociation required that it should be 
"managed by that familiar and confidential intercourse which can ta^e plqce 
only betw'een two persons unembarrassed by interruption, and unchecked by 
the reserve which always attends a conversation held between strangers and 
before many witnesses. Fortunately, too, the habit which I had acquired of 
spedking the Hindustan language, though iipperfect, yet aided on the part of 
the Vizier by a very clean and easy elocution, and an uncommonly quick 
apprehension, greatly facilitated this mode of communication, and not only 
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forwarded the conclusion of our debates, hut, I am persuaded, left him much 
better pleased with what had paired than if it had been conveyed to him 
through the doubtful channel of an interpreter. 

I will only add my regret that the General should have suffered his feel- 
ings on this occasion to hurry "him into expressions of too personal resent- 
ment which I thinlj his natural moderation would have led him to avoid had 
he allowed himself time for cool and deliberate reflection. 

WARHEN HASTINGS. 


Secret Dept., Port William, the 26th November 1773. 

Priday evening. At a Consih.tation, paESfeNT : 

The IIoN’nLB Warren Hastings, President . 

Brigadier General Sir Kobert Barker. 

William Aldersey, Esq. 

P. M. Dacres, Esq. 

James Lawrell, Esq. 

Henry Goodwin, Esq. 

John Grauam, Esq. 

Geo. Vansittart, Esq. 

The book of standing orders upon tbe table. 

Re.'id and approved the consultation of the S2nd instant. 

The President, in consequence of a reference from the Select Committee, lays before the 
Board the Proceedings of that Committee on the 19th and 25ind instant as follows 

Extracts from the Select Committee Proceedings of the VJth November 1773. 

The President lays before the Committee the following intelligence which 
he has received from the westward : — 

“ On the 13th of the month of Sawban, the Nawah Nujiff Cawn Bahadur 
by the blessing of God and the King’s ausx)ices was victorious, .and Nawah Sing, 
the .1 aut, was defeated and fled to the part of Dhy ge. Thousands of men were 
killed and wounded on both sides, and many of the tents and horses of Nawah 
Sing, the Jaut, with other valuable effects, have fallen into the hands of the 
royal troops. The Nawah Nujiff Cawn Bahadur has obtained a very great 
victory.** 

The President lays before the Committee the following letters received 
from the Vizier : — 

Prom the Nawab Shhja-ul-Dowla. 

JReceived 33rd of October 1773. 

By the papers of intelligence I learn that Narrain Row Sirdar of the 
Deccan has been assassinated by the order of Rogonat Row, who, I look upon 
it for certain, will succeed him in the Government. Copy of a paper contain- 
ing this intelligence I enclose for your perusal. I have noAV determined to 
take possession of the country in tlie Duabe, which formerly belonged to the 
Rohillas and is now possessed by the Mharattas. Por this purpose I shall 
shortly despatch my army thither, and shall also follow myself. Should I, there- 
fore, have occasion for the assistance of the English forces to carry on my 
operations in that country, I desire to know what is your pleasure,— whether 
you will let me have those forces when I shall call for thern, or you will not ? 
If it be agreeable to you to supply me with them, it will be best and most 
proper, and signify the same to me, that I may immediately begin considering 
u'pon and forming my plan of operations. Let me have your answer fully and 
particularly to this, that I may take my measures accordingly. 

A true translation. 

WILLIAM REDFEARN, 

f^ersian Translator. 
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PbOM the NaWAB SnUJA-TJL-DOTTIiA. 

' ^ Meoeivedj^Jh November 1773. 

I have before written you Several letters, which you may have received. 
I have now learnt that Hafiz Rhamut Ca.wn and other Sirdars have intentions . 
of taking possession of Ettawah and the rest of the* country belonging to the 
1 Maharattas. I therefore ,write to inform you that if such is their intention, I 
Iwill not put up with it, but shall undoubtedly undertake an expedition against 
|them ; for in the first place they have not made good a single daam of the 
|40 lacks of rupees, according to their agreement, and in the next they are now 
going to take possession of another country. This I will never submit to, and 
therefore determined to punish them. During our interview at Benares we 
had some conversation on. this subject, and it was then agreed on that I 
ishould pay to the’ Company the sum of 40 lacks of rupees after the expulsion 
|of the Robillas, and, 2,10,000 rupees monthly on account of the English bri- 
]gade during my operations in the ilohilla cofuntry ; and that I should with the 
■assistance of the English forces endeavour to punish and exterminat e the 
'Rohillc^s out of their country. If, therefore, these terms are agreeable to you, 

I desire to know whether you will assist me with the English forces, or you will 
not. Best you shoiild want to discuss and settle this matter anew, I now send 
you a separate paper containing the points we before conferred upon, in order 
that you may come to «, final determination concerning them ; for if you should 
write to me and want my answer much time will be lost. Should- I have 
occasion to call for the assistanco of the English forces on this expedition, 
whenever I dismiss them I will pay to the Company 40 lacks of rupees ready 
money on condition of the entire expulsion of the Rohillas,^ and during the 
time of their servjce with me, the sum of B2,10,000 shall be paid to them 
monthly on account of their expenses. But one thing more I must mention to 
, you, which is whenever you shall send me those troops, I hope tliat they may 
l)e commanded by General Barker, - who is well acquainted with the aflairs of 
this quarter, and especially with my negociations with the Rohillas. For this 
reason it is absolutely necessary that the General should then have *the com* 
mand of those troops, which will afford mo the greatest satisfaction. 

In the course of our interview at Benares I spoke to you about 10,000 
fire-arms, and you were pleased to say that you would give me an answer on 
that subject on your arrival in Calcutta. As there is no disunion between us, 
and the alliance between the Company and myself has become more firmly 
cemented than ever since our interview at Benares, insomuch that our armies, 
stores, and every thing else belonging to us are equally the property of 
both, and my house and yours are the same. I therefore applied to you for a 
place for my family, and you told me that if it was possible you .w'ould remove 
the fort of Calcutta and appropriate it to my use. If, therefore, you will supply 
me with 10,000 fire-arms, I shall consider them as equal to the fort of Calcutta. 
la-«hort, your compliance in this application will afford me the greatest satis- 
faction, and be a means of perpetuating the friendship bet’W’een us, from which 
I have the greatest hopes. The money for t!ic fire-arms shall bo paid imme- 
diately. I have paid the money according to my agreement to Mr. Lambert, 
of which I give you this information. I have already acquainted you with my 
intentions of making a journey to Corah ; but as I always take medicines at this 
season of the year, I have delayed it longer than I intended on that account. 
However, I shall now set out immediately, and therefore it is necessary that you 
favor me with an answer to these matters without delay. They are of the 
greatest importance, and I shall wish to hear from you concerning them with 
the greatest impatience. Let your answ'er be sent with the utmost expedition. 

On a separate paper. 

On condition of the entire expulsion of the Rohillas, I will pay to the 
Company the sum of 40 lacks of rupees in ready money whenever I shall dis- 
charge the English troops, and until the expulsion of the Rohillas shall be 
effected, I will pay the expenses of the English troops — that is to say, I wiU pay 
the sum of R2,10,000 monthly. 

A true translation. 

WILLIAM REDFEARN, 

Persian Translator. 
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From the advices now before the Committee, it appears absolutely 
necessai^ that some immediate resohitions should he taken with respect to the 
requisition made by the Vizier, as well as for guarding, against those attempts 
and changes which the absence of the Maharatttas may give rise to in the 
Duabe, or tract of country lying between the River Ganges and Jumna. And 
the Committee haying maturely deliberated on the measures proper to be 
adopted, ate unanimously agreed in the following opinions and resolutions. 

That should the Vizier persist in his intentions with respect to the Rohilla 
country, and determine to prosecute the enterpidse with steadiness to a conclu- 
sion, this Government, considering the strict alliance and engagements which 
subsist between the Company and Shujah Dowla, and particularly what passed 
between the . Vizier and the President at the conference at Benares, cannot on 
this occasion refuse him support and assistance ; tliat the terms proposed by the 
Vizier appear highly advantageous to the Company, not only on account of the 
sum which is ultimately stipulated as a consideration for this service, but by 
immediately relieving them from the heavy expense of a large part of their 
army. Provided, therefore, full assurance and security can be obtained of the 
Vizier's intention and ability to make good the many payments which will in 
this event be due to the Company. 

Reso lved that the 2nd Brigade now quartered at. Dinapore be ordered 
to march on iEho“Vizlcr*s requisition, and to prevent delay — 

. Agreed that orders for this purpose be lodged with the Chief at Patna, to 
be issued by him on the receipt of tho Vizier’s requisition for the march of our 
troops on the terms above specided, and in the mean time that every prepara- 
tion bo made for putting the 2ad Brigade in readiness to take tho field on the 
shortest notice. 

Agreed in consequence that the following letter be written to the Chief at Patna 

To Thomas Lane, Esq., Chief at Patna. 

SiE, — The President has desired the Vizier to address himself to you in 
ease he should require the assistance of the 2nd Brigade. On receiving from 
him such a requisition, you will be pleased to forward tho enclosed letter to 
the Officer Commanding the Brigade at Binapofo, which you will retain in 
your hands till then. . 


We arc, &c., &c. 


Fort William ; 

The 19lh November 1773. 


Agreed that the following orders to the Commanding Officer of the 2nd Brigade be en- 
closed in the letter to the Chief at Patna : — 

To Lieot. -Colonel Tottinquam, Commanding the 2nd Brigade at Dinapore. 

Sia, You are hereby directed, as soon as you conveniently can after the 

receipt of this order, to take tho field with the 2nd Brigade, to march with it 
into the territories of the Nawab Sujah Dowla, and to join hfm in whatever 
part of his territories be may ho or may require your presence. 

We are, &c., &c. 


Fort William ; 

The 19th November 1773. 


Agreed that the President be requested to prepare an answer to the Vizier’s lettei-s in coa- 
formity to the above resolutions. 
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Agreed that the President be requested also to prepare letters to^ the King and to the 
Rohilla Chiefs, requiring from them an explanation of their intentions with regard to the Duabe. 


Procoedinjp* of the Select ^ 

Committee on the 22iid Nov- At A SELECT COMMITTEE, PRESENT : 
ember. 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings. . 

Brigadier General Sir Robert Barker. 

William Aldersey, Esq. 

P. M. Bacres, Esq. 

The President lays before the Committee the following draft of a letter to the Vizier, which 
he has prepared agreeable to the resolution of last^ meeting 

To THE Vizier, — Some Says ago I received your letter containing the 
intelligence of the dbatli of Narain Row, tha late Sirdar of the Deccan, and the 
succession of Rogonaut Row to his Goveimment; at the same time intimating 
your resolution to take possession of the country in the Duabe, which formerly 
belonged to the Rohillas, and is now possessed by the Maharattas, and desiring 
to know whether I will send the English forces in case you should have occa- 
sion to call for their assistance. 

I am sincq honoured wdth another letter from you to the following purport, 

• that you liave learnt that Hahz Rahamut Cawn and other Sirdars have 
intentions of taking possession of Ettawah and the rest of tho country of 
Duabe belonging to the Mharattas, and that in such case you arc resolved to 
carry into execution the plan, whioli was concerted between us at Benares, 
for their expulsmn from tho country lying to the north of yours, and desiring 
to know wTiethein! will assist in the execution of this design, repeating the 
conditions formerly proposed with other particulars of importance which I 
clearly understand. 

As the subject of both tho above letters are intimately conneefed and 
admit of only one and the same determination, I shall reply particularly to both 
in this address. 

With respect to the Duabe, you are the master to act in whatever manner 
you shall deem most fitting for tho advancement or security of your own 
; affairs. You know that you may always command the forces of the Company 
for the defence of your own dominions. If you should engage in a war beyond 
I their botders, and should stand in heed of assistance, 1 certainly cannot sit 
j still and see your danger without endeavouring to relieve you, and for that 
! reason I hope you will avoid an enterprise at this distance which you cannot 
; be well assured of performing with your own strength, as the commands of 
my superiors are, as I have repeatedly informed you, peremptory that I shall 
not suffer their arms to be carried beyond the line of their own boundaries 
; and those of your Excellency their ally, although in ono instance I have ven- 
tured to go beyond them. 

Concerning the country of the Rohillas, whatever was formerly proposed 
at BefiHres-, that I am now equally ready to agree to — that is, the brigade 
which is now at Dinapore shall march, whenever you require it, ta join you, 
and proceed with you into the country of the Rohillas, which lies north of 
your dominions, to assist you in' the entire reduction of^itji,and your Excellency, 
on your part, will supply them monthly ^ith the “stipulated sum of B2, 10,000 
for their expanses, and whenever the country shall be so far conquered, that 
^ you sha ll remain in possesi^ion of jlt^ although the enemy may lurk in the hills 
! anojungles, or a few refractory zemindars, as is usual, may withhold their 
allegiance, and your Excellency shall- dismiss the brigade, you will, on its 
departure, pay 40 lacks of rupees to the Company as a consideration for that 
service. To prevent future misunderstanding I have been thus explicit. I 
must beg leave further to add that if the expedition shall be once undertaken, 
it will be absolutely necessary to persevere in it, until it shall be accomplished. 
You will therefore reflect whether it will be in your power to make the above 
payments punctually with others, which are already due, and whether you can, 
resolve on going through with the undertaking. If you are not certain of 
accomplishing these necessary points, I must request that you will suspend 
the execution of your undertaking till a more favourable time. As I cannot 
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hazard or answer for the effects of the displeasure of the Company, my masters, 
if they shall find themselves involv.ed in a fruitless war, or in an expense 
for the prosecution of it. .But if you are satisfied of your ability to perform 
these conditions, and will engage to perform them, the brigade which is at 
Dinapore shall ^tend you on your requisition, and that there may be no 
delay, if you will signify your orders for the march of the brigade to Mr. 
Ijane, the Chief of Patna, and will send a letter from him to me, containing 
your acquiescence in these conditions, in the terms of the form enclosed, he 
will cause the brigade to proceed to you immediately, being furnished with 
the proper orders from mo to the commander of the forces for that purpose. 

On. the receipt of your first letter, I ordered all the detachments of the 
brigade of Binapore to be assembled, and every preparation to be made to 
enable it to take the field, and I hope it will bo in readiness for that purpose 
whenever you may require it. * 

Although in the enclosed forn^ I have mentioned nothing of the mode in 
which the money for the expenses of the army is to be defrayed, I think it 
proper to observe that it would be highly expedient that a sure and effectual 
mode be previously formed for the regular payment of the army. This will 
prevent difficulties, and will b’e the subject of much case to both you and 
myself, as the charges of the army must he regularly paid, or the most fatal 
consequences may atteftd the neglect of it, and 1 have not money to send with 
it. • ^ • 

A true translation. 

WILLIAM REDEEABN, 
l^ersian Translator, 

Form of a letter to be written by the Vizier. 

Having summoned the brigade at Dinapore to my assistance, I • now 
send you this declaration, that no subject of future doubt or discuission con- 
cerning the terms and service on which it is to be employed may remain 
between us. That it is my resolution to employ the said brigade in the reduc- 
tion of the coTirxtry of the lioliillas, which lies between my borders, the llivcr 
Gauges and the mountains, and I will not require them to pass these bound- 
aries. That besides the stipulated sum of 15 lacks of rupees, which will bts 
due on the lOtli of Jemadee-ul-sanee next, on account of the cession of Corah 
and Allahabad, I will pay month by month punctually the sum of 2,10,000 
rupees for the extra expenses of the brigade during the time of its service 
according to the terms of the late treaty concluded between us, and 40 lacks “ 
of rupees in ready money when this service shall be concluded. — that is to say 
whenever I snail dismiss the said brigade, or one-half of it, whetlier the country 
of the Rohillas shall bo conquered and established in my possession, or an ac- 
commodation shall have taken place with them. 


Some doubts having arisen concerning the regularity of the Committee’s 
issuing the orders of the 19th instant of their soje authority — 

Agro«d that the Proceedings of that date, together with the above letter, be submitted to 
the Council at largo. * 

The President thinks it requisite to accompany this reference with a brief explanation of 
the nature of the measure proposed and of the motives which determined his opinion in the 
resolution of the Select Committee now before the Board in the following Minute : — 

I have long considered the power of tho Rohillas as dangerous to the 
Vizier, the onl^nfeeful ally of the Company, and as such have wished to s ee it 
aTmihUatejl^ We have till lately had a very imperfect knowJocJge of rue 
KoBuiastates, and consequently the advices transmitted to our Hon’hle Masters 
on that subject must have been too defective for them to form an accurate judg- 
ment upon them. It is our duty to correct our information to them as we 
receive more lights, and I am inclined to believe that such information ^ would 
induce them to adopt tho system with respect to those powers which is now 
proposed. 

I must therefore declare that although the Hon’ble Court of Directors 
have been pleased to rank the Rohillas among the powers capable of opposing 
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the MaharattaSj I cannot regard them in that light. Their countiy is too re- 
mote from that of the Maharattas, and too much out of the line of the incur- 
i^ions of those people for them either to be able to oppose these with effect, or 
to have much to apprehend from them. The Maharattas may occasionally 
attack them from the allurements of plunder onl^ but thpy can never form 
a systematic scheme of conquest over a country so distant and so difficult to 
hold. 

On the other hand, the Subadar of Oude must always be an 'object of 
jealousy and enmity to the Hohillas. His power is to be dreaded by them, 
and the situation of their country contiguous to his, and in a manner enclosed 
within the same natural boundaries, must make the possession ’of it qlways a 
desirable object with him, both for security and ‘advantage. These are sources 
of enmity between them, whieh from the nature of things cannot fail of pro- 
ducing suitable effects, and it is more p'robable that we should soon see the 
Maharattas and Rohillas join in hostilities against the Vizier than that they 
should continue in war ivith one another. 

But let us next view the advantages which would result to the Vizier, the 
ally of the Company, and to the Company itself from- his possession of that 
part of the Itohilla country which is the object of the expedition now proposed. 
Our ally would obtain by this acquisition a complete compact state shut in 
effectually from foreien invasions by the Ganges, all thd way from the frontiers 
of Baliar to the mountains of Thibet, while he would remain equally accessible 
to our forces from the above provinces either for hostilities or protection. It 
would give him wealth, of which we should partake, and give him security 
without any dangerous increase of power. I would undoubtedly, by bringing his 
frontier nearer to the Maharattas, to whom singly he would be no match, render 
him more dependent on. us and cement the union more firmly between us. I 
must further declare that I regard as none of the most inconsiderable benefits 
to the Company from this measure, besides the 40 lacks held out to us, the 
casing them immediately of the burthen of one-third of their whole army, while 
at the same time it is employed usefully for their interests and conveniently for 
keeping up its own discipline and practice in war. 

With these reasons for the propriety of tlie expedition on general principles, 

I must confess I entertain some doubts as to its expedieucy at this time, aris- 
ing from the circumstances of the Company at home, exposed to popular 
?Iamour, all its measures liable to be canvassed in Parliament, their charter 
irawing to a close, and his M.ajesty’s Ministers unquestionably ready to take 
idvantage of every unfavourable circumstance in the negociation for its re- 
lewal. In this situation there appears an unusual degree of responsibility 
annexed to such an undertaking. I would therefore recommend it to the serious 
consideration, and at the same time I_think it my duty, to declare that __I find 
myself embarrassed in a peculiar manner in my decision from, the circums^ince 
of what passed between the Vizier and myself at Benares. The Board will recol- 
lect that this very country was included in the line of defensive operations 
which they thought fit to adopt last year in support of the Vizier, and it is now 
necessary to acquaint them more fully that the Vizier at the interview did 
propose this expedition to me,* and earnestly solicited my assistance. That I 
regarded this request as a lucky circumstance in the negociation; and availing 
myself of it as the means of pOrchasing the Vizier's compliance ih the other 
measure, ^ which was the principal object of my • commission, I consented to 
it, engaging to assist them in the enterprise on the conditions with which the 
Board are already acquainted. Afterwards, from a suspicion of his own ability 
to make good so many pecuniary engagements at once as those he had come 
under, he himself made the proposal for suspendii^ the Bohilla expedition, 
but the condition which took its rise from it, viz., that the future payment 
of the extra charges of the army sent at any time to his assistance should he 
fixed at 2,10,000 rupees per month for a brigade, was still allowed toube made 
an article of the new treaty, /and it was further agreed that the stipulation for 
Corah, which I had Iwfore raised with difficulty to 45 lacks of rupees, should 
now he made 60, in consideration of his being exempted from the additional 
burthen of the projected campaign and better enabled to fulfil his , other pay- 
ments. It is unnecessary to explain the motives which urged the Vizier to 
make concessions for the liberty of relinquishing a point which he had annar- 
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entity so much at h^rt, and what X was not solicitous to pursue. The detail 
would be tedious. * The Gentlemen who were with me, . and to whom I made 
daily communication of the progress of the negociationsi will remember that 
such W|is the issue of this part of them. The expedition remained only suspended, 
and I gave him every reason to expect that whenever it could again he with 
prudence resumed, and he desired it, it should be undertaken. 

This is the predicament in which I now stand with the Vizier ; and although, 
from a fear of his not being able to fulfill his part of the agreement, I wish to 
avoid engaging in the project at present, yet it appears to me fhat a direct 
refusal, after what passed, would have an unfriendly aspect, and might admit 
of the construction of artifice and insincerity in our dealings with him. 

Moved by the doubts which I have exposed to the Board and thus ham- 
pered by my situation with the Vizier, no better method occurred to me for 
/ freeing us from this dilemma than the letter which is now in reference before 
the Board. I have there expressed my consent to the expedition in terms 
which, if he agrees to them, are* most likely to secure the advantages hojicd 
from it, but which are more likely to make him relinquish the design. 1 trust 
the Board will find it so guarded, both in the substance and expression, that the 
Vizier must necessarily feel himself engaged to perform every condition requir- 
ed of him with the most rigid punctuality at the hazard of forfeiting the Com- 
pany’s friendship or revolt against the terms imposed upon him and drop all 
thoughts of prosecuting the design, and that I verily believe will be the issue of 
his correspondence. 

The Board, after due consideration of the matter in reference froni the 
Select Committee, and of the President’s representation, concur heartily in wish- 
ing to avoid the expedition proposed without entering into a discussion of tlie 
propriety of such an enterprise on general principles ; the Board see in their 
full force all the circumstances of doubt as to its present expediency which the 
President has so clearly set forth, and they are also sensible of the embarrass- 
• ment which he lies under from what passed on the subject between him and 
the Vizier at Benares. They are equally solicitous to save the honour of the 
Company and w'atch over its interests, and for that reason they approve of the 
letter now before them, which seems equally calculated to save both. The 
conditions, if accepted, would undoubtedly secure the greatest possible advan- • 
tages from such enterprise, but they appear to them more calculated to drive 
the Vizier into a refusal, which is what they trust in, as its most probable and 
almost infallible consequence, and which they wish for as the proper result of 
this proposition in the present circumstances of affairs. 

Tfie GeDeral begs to record his sentiments on this ocoasion in the following words — 

The General has already given it as his opinion that the Provinces of Corah 
and Allahabad should have been restored to the King for such acquisitions to 
the Company as are premised in his Minutes and letters to the Board on that 
subject, in which case the conquest of the Rohilla country for the Vizier 
became an object of our attention, because in this he would have accumulated 
nothing more than was necessary t6 put him on a par with his neighbours, and 
to enable him to resist the hostilities of any force, united with the King 
against him, or what is the same thing — to have enabled him to pay for the 
assistance bf the English forces when called to his aid. ^ But now that ho is 
in possession of Corah and Allahabad, I tliink it would be impolitical from the 
same parity of reasoniug to put him in possession also of the Rohilla country, 
unless the Company can acquire by it the possession of those lands in the 
zemindari of Cheyt Singh lying to the south of the Ganges. 

If the Vizier has the Rohilla country added to those of Oude and the 
Provinces of Corah and Allahabad, he will be in possession of a I’evonuo of 
nearly two crores and a half per annum, a sum that, in some future day, 
might rbnder an enterprising genius a very troublesome neighbour on the 
north-west fTOatifii^of the Company ’s_ dominions ; and although we have no 
Resent occasion to susp'ect the sincerity of Sujah-ul-Dowla s attachment to 
our interests, yet it must not be forgotten that he is an Hiudustander, or that 
a successor might enter the Government with very different ideas and disposi- 
tion. 
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The General agrees with the President that the Vizier’s dominions would 
become compact, and not subject to invasions ; hut the General supposes it will 
become top compact and not sufficiently. op6n to invasion : it is from the appre- 
liension of invasion that cements the Vizier’s friendship with the English and 
makes him that staunch ally we find him. 

Had we risen the King to the possession of the Doab including the provin- 
ces of Corah and Allahabad, it would then have become necessary to 
strengthen the Vizier, because the interests of these two potentates are separate 
and it is political to guard against tlie one by the sufficiency of the other. It 
was on this account the General wrote down to the Board the proposal for 
adding the Rohilla districts on the north of the Ganges to the Vizier’s domi- 
nions ; but thfe case is exceedingly altered : one-half of the General’s proposal 
only is adopted, and we appear to be raising a particular power, at the expense 
of the Empire and in defiance to royalty,, for the transitory advantage of a 
pecuniary object, and by it to raise a power who, from ambitious views, or 
imaginary resentment, may hereafter, at a time w'hcn the Company’s affairs 
may be embarrassed, have strength to form foreign alliances to invade the 
Company’s possessions. 

Indeed, the General is of opinion that it is the political interest of this Gov- 
ernment, according to the present system, to instil into the mind of the Vizier 
the necessity, and indeed propriety, of his studying the w'clfare and defence of 
his present possessions? without extending his ambition to conquests that may 
endanger bis own tranquillity and that of the Company’s, his ally. He has 
already a gufficiency to secure liimself from any sudden invasion, and we can at 
all times prevent the fatal consequences of such an event when it is likely to 
take place, unless the Company are jdcased to adopt the system of supporting 
the two great powers of Hindustan — the King and the Vizier — in opposition to 
the rest of the Empire, and in which case only the General thinks it would be 
necessary to strengthen the Vizier to render the interest of either dependent on 
our decision. 

ROBERT BARKER.- 


Secret I)ept., Port William, the 16th December 1773. 

Thursday. At a Consultation, present : 

Tue Hon’ble Warren Hastings, President . 

Brigauier-Genbral Sir Robert Barker. 

William Aldersey, Esq. 

P. M. Dacres, Esq. 

James Eawrell, Esq. 

Henry Goodwin, Esq. 

John Graham, Esq. 

Geo. Vansittart, Esq. 

Resumed the consideration of General Sir Robert Barker^s letter from Benares, which 
stands recorded on consultation, the 4th September last. 

The President delivers the following Minute and subsidiary papers on the subject. 

As the letter addressed to the Board by the General, dated the 4th of Sep- 
president’s Minute No. 2. tcmber, and the observations enclosed in it contain many 

particulars which, for want of an application, may be 
construed to reflect on my conduct in the orders issued to the army, I think it 
incumbent upon me to take notice of such passages as seem to have a relation 
to me, and to explain the rule of practice which I have observed or endeavoured 
to observe in the exercise of my authority in the military command. I have 
purposely deferred replying earlier to these papers, although my other avoca- 
tions have afforded ample reason for the delay, that 1 might give 'my senti- 
ments at large upon the nature and extent of my own powers, when this sub- 
ject, with that of the deficient rules and arrangements of the Military Service 
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hould be fully discussed and adjusted with the assistance of Colonel Chapman, 
he second dn command, who has be'en called to the presidency for that purpose, 
ind is now })rcsent. What 1 shall urge may serve as introductory to the 
general subject ; and if my principles are just, may assist the decisions of the 
Board upon it. • 

The objections whi^h' are made by the General to the extension of the 
dvil authority in the extremes enjoined by the Company relate to the hbuse of 
.hat power, rather than to the power itself ; although it does not appear very 
ivident how a division of the foi'ces under the command of a Collector is more 
ikely to affect the military subordination than the like injudicious practice 
vould prove under a military officer. Tlie former from inexperience is indeed 
nore likely to commit an error of this kind, but it is easy to be restrained by 
i positive order of Government. I have already described the line which accord- 
ng to my notions of military duty ought to be drawn between the civil and 
niiitai-y authority in every gradation of it, in a letter which I wrote to 
Vlr. Purling on the 7th of March last, and which is recorded in consultation of 
ihe 3rd May ; and in the instructions whicli I have since given to Colonel 
!?ummings, who is now on service with the same gentleman, a copy of whicli I 
jog leave to annex to this number. I presume to suppose*that the General 
vill find nothing in either of these letters liable to mateinal, if any, objection, 
jod forbid that the like evils should exist under the present institution of the 
nilitary corps as did jirevail in the Purgunna Battalions. But I believe it 
nay be easily proved that the instances of unrailitary'behaviour to which the 
general has alluded, in the officers of the latter, did not arise from the con- 
livance of the Collectors, but from a defective authority to pi-event it. The 
General comidains that promotions to the command, of sepoy battalions, 
•emoval of officers to different coi’ps, and nominations to public offices have 
jeen made without his authority or advice. Before I examine the propriety of 
;his jiractice, I think • it necessary to acquit myself of the eliarge of having 
ntroduced it. In every point of this kind I liave studiously enquired what 
vas the conduct of my predecessors, and to that I have implicitly adhered, 
vhore Isaw no cause to depart from it. If I am rightly informed, these appoint- 
nents have always been made by the Governor. The use that I have made 
>f this privilege is well known. I have neither employed it to gratify personal 
■esentment, nor personal favour ; having made it a rule from which I have never 
mried, hut at the instances of tlie General himself; to proihotc every officer 
iccording to his rank in the service. 

The commands of sepoy battalions have been given to Captains who were 
svery one of them almost unknown to me, while many whom I wislicd to have 
lad it in my power to serve, either on the score of privatf' regard, or powerful 
•ecommendations, have remained unprovided for. Bet this j)OW'er he taken out 
)f my bands and given to the militai'y commander, or to any other, on the 
jrinciple of applying it to tho reward of merit, and I will venture to foretell 
hat it will be applied to the purposes of partial supersessions. Those of my 
>wn family, or whoso services I have most had occasions of employing, arc 
hose whose merits come immediately within my view, and these too may be 
nagnified by affection ; while the conduct and characters, of others are remote 
rom my observation, or are often falsely transmitted to mo through prejudiced 
nformations. Such is the lot of power in every degree of it, and while I sup- 
»ose it to be my own, I am authorised in attributing it to every man pos- 
essed of it. 

For a proof of what I have asserted, I have added a complete list No. 2 of 
he promotions which have been made by my order- to sepoy battalions, in 
vhich it will appear that I have made but two variations from the line of 
eniority, viz.^ in the appointment of Captain Edwards and Captain Biekerton. 

former had already possession of the second battalion by the appointment 
if Mr. Cartier, but was not in orders. From a just respect to the acts of my pre- 
leoessor I confirmed the promotion by a public order of the 12th December, 
lopied itt No. 2, in which I took care to express that I did it in conse(]^uence of 
tis original appointment, that it might not be construed a deviation from the 
ule which I had prescribed to myself. Captain Biekerton was junior to 
laptain Gwinnett when he had the command given to him of the 22ud 

* ' Q 



60 


Battalion in preference to Captain Gwinnett on the 26th February 1773. I 
passed Captain Gwinnett because of an objection made to him by tbe General, 
which being soon after removed , I gave liim the next vacancy of the second 
Battalion on tbe 12th March, so that even this supersession, although it. was 
not in reality an act of mine, was but of fourteen days duration. It is neces- 
sary that I should add that I have also passed by the following officers w'ho 
have th'e claim of seniority to sepoy commands, viz , Captains Martin, Roach, 
and Morrison. These also I set aside at the instance of the General. The first 
of these has ever been employed in the surveying branch and is a foreigner, 
although in general esteem as a brave and experienced ofiicer and a mau of 
strict honour. The other tw^o are invalids. 

Accompanying is an abstract No. 3 of the orders issued by me since the* 
general arrangements of May 1772, for tlra removal and posting of officers to 
different corps, by the dates of wdiich it will appear that most of them were 
made at the time when a general promotion took place in the service, and when 
the General was in the Rohilla country, at the distance of forty days in the 
intercourse between him and the presidency. 

Some appointments of the same nature were made during the General’s 
residence at Shahabad, and such as took place while he was at tlic presidency 
either had or were supposed by me to have had his concurrence, if not his 
immediate recommendS,tion. In the artillery corps I have ever left arrange- 
ments of officers entirely to the commandant, I believe with a single exception. 

The General is long since acquainted with my wish to leave this part of the 
military detail to him, reserving to myself the right of exercising it in parti- 
cvilar cases, and where the commanding officer is too far distant to perform it 
' himself. * 

In public offices, and in staff employments, I have paid no regard to 
seniority, but have generally complied with the recommendation of the com- 
manding officers of the corps. In instances which did not affect their, author- 
ity, I have yielded to the bias of inclination or of importunity, where I thought 
I could do it without injury or discouragement to the service. 

These instances amount in all to eleven appointments in the space of twenty 
months, including my own staff, and four Barrack masters recommended by me 
but appointed by the Board. 

The General enumerates the instances in. which the Board and the Presi- 
dent, as he says by himself, have attempted to weaken his authority and deprive 
him of the means to execute the essentials of his trust. These instances are 
general, viz., 1st, forming arrangements in the army ; 2nd, encouraging and 
decreasing the establishment ; 3rd, posting officers ; 4th, nominating appoint- 
ments withotxt requiring information from him of men deserving such jn’orno- 
tion ; 5th, shewing disapprobation in public orders at his having acted contrary 
to their intention; 6th, restricting him in public orders from giving leave of 
absence to those under his command, excepting when he is on the spot ; 7th, 
receiving the addresses of individuals without a reference to their superiors ; 8th, 
issuing orders by which many disbursements in the Military Department are 
rendered absolutely independent of his control ; and 9th, allowing courts 
martial to be held by the appointment of Collectors, For these reasons he de- 
clares it impracticable for him to carry a proper command, or to enforce dis- 
cipline and subordination, and that there is no occasion for the appointment of 
a Commander-in-Chief. 

I have taken some trouble to extract these charges from the General’s 
letter and paper of observations, and to reduce them to formal articles. I find 
myself at a loss to apply them to facts. I shall endeavour to do this, although 
I must express my regret that the General has left me this labour by ap omis- 
sion which imposes upon me the hard necessity of searching for matters of 
accusation against myself in order to justify; myself upon them. 

The first article, the latter part of the second, and the third I suppose to 
allude to the general orders of the 23rd May 1772, which stand fully justified 
in the consultations of that date of the 17th August and 7th October. The 
separate share which I have had in the third I have /ilready acknowledged and 
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explained. I have caused the hook of general orders to be searched, but "with- 
out effect, to discover the instances* alluded to in the first part of the second 
article in which the Soard have increased the establishment. I am sure no 
act of mine has had that effect. 

To the fourth article, so far as it regards the commands of sepoy battal- 
ions, I have replied above. I can make no other application of it. 

The fifth alludes to the order of the 28th of March last, which was pub- 
lished by the Board, for the recal of Captain Harper from the Vizier’s Court. 
The Board has been already compelled to say too much on this subject, which 
will be found in the consultations of the 30th September, 1st October 1772, 
26th January, 28th January, 18th March, and 31st May, and iu the Select 
Committee proceedings of the 7th January. I wish not to revise it. 

Sixth . — The following is the order meant by this article. 

Fort WHliam, 9tli Juno 577!}. 

“ Commanding officers of brigades and detachments composing the army are 
not in future to permit officers under their command to proceed to the presi- 
dency on leave of absence or sickness without a report being first made through 
them to the Governor and his approbation obtained, except by express permis- 
sion from the General when he is on the spot.” 

This order W'as intended to put a stop to the practice of officers running 
to the presidency to solicit indulgences. The reservation expressed in it of a 
power iu the General to dispense with the order by granting such permission 
when he is on the spot was neither meant nor considered as a restriction, but 
ratber as the diminution of a former restriction by which the commanding 
officer was bound indiscriminately with others, as I understand, -and did at the 
time in which I published this order, that an old order then subsisted forbid- 
ding any officer to come to the presidency without express leave from the Presi- 
dent. Indeed, it appears to me but reasonable that if the Governor is allowed 
to possess a separate authority in any instance, it should be allowed him within 
the limits of the place wliere he personally resides. I am sorry that in this point 
I should have given offence to the General. I thought I afforded him a proof 
of my attention. 

Seventh , — I cannot recollect the instances in which the Board have received 
addresses from officers without a reference to their superiors. 

There is an order extant of the 1st of June 1768, that whenever an officer 
thinks himself aggrieved he shall in an humble manner represent his case to 
the Board through the proper channel. I wish it liad been explained what the 
proper channel was, but until this point shall be more clearly ascertained, I 
shall not consider the Board as liable to blame for admitting the natural appeals 
made immediately to the supreme authority, although for many reasons I ttiink 
they should be made through the Commander-in-Chief, if not the commanders 
of the brigades. It seems reasonable that they should also be made to the 
Governor. It is sviflicient on this head to observe that this has generally been 
the rule, and that instances have happened in which applications made imme- 
diately to the Board have been returned with orders that they should be first 
communicated to the General. 

Eighth . — I have caused the book of orders to he examined narrowly for the 
facts on which this charge is grounded. I can find none. It rests with the 
General to point them out, and prove that they render the military disburse- 
ments absolutely independent of his control. 

Xiinth.-^li. courts-martial have bpen held by the appointment of the Col- 
lectors, I agree with the General in pronouncing it a great irregularity ; but I 
am certain that the Board has never authorized an act of this kind, nor to my 
recollection have I done it, although I might have been inexcusably le’d into 
the error by the want of a fixed rule for the appointment of general sepoy 
courts-martial. In that which I have followed, I have taken the advice of the 
Board, which was to appoint them by public orders, and the sentences have 
been always transmitted to me for confirmation. ’■ 

I have but one remark to apply to all the preceding charges, which is 
that the eirotimstances on jwrhich they are grounded should have been noticed 
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when they happened. It is of no utility^ to have reserved them for general 
and indefinite allusions. 

Whatever cause I may have to conceive myself to have been unfairly treat- 
ed in the reflexions cast upon me by the General, I mean only to vindicate my- 
self in this reply. Had he on any occasion in which be j udged that I had en- 
croached on the lino of his duty acquainted me with it, he would have found 
me disposed to hear him witii candour, and to repair my own inadvertencies. 
I am not ashamed to acknowledge my errors, because from the variety and 
rapid succession of affairs which occupy my attention, I have less time and 
power of recollection, and of course am more liable to errors than any person 
in the service. But the duty of my station would bo very hard indeed if I was 
to ho made strictly accountable for every minute part of my conduct in the 
administration of the affairs of so extensive a province as this is. 

I have often wished that the line of duty were drawn for every office in 
the service. The following principles may point out the general means of as- 
certaining it in all oases whore the limitation of it may be disputable. The col- 
lective body of tlie Council are or ought to bo possessed of an absolute and un- 
controllable authority over every office and every department of the Govern- 
ment. But in the detail of business and in the execution of their orders which 
they havb entrusted to others, they should impose upon themselves the rule of 
avoiding to interfere, But on very necessary occasions, of which they only can 
be the judges. 

The powers of £he Council devolve on the Governor during the intervals of 
the meeting of the Board, with the same cautionary reserve in respect to the 
detail and executive business, and with the exception of such matters as either 
by express rule, 'by usage, or by their evident importance, are only cognizable 
by the Board, 

If these principles are just, the Board may easily determine every question 
regarding the duties of the Governor in the Military Department by applying it 
to them. Such points I leave to their fuller discussion, expressing only my 
M'ish to have thorn deternyned and a line drawn which may enable mo to 
execute this part of my duty without doubts of the propriety of my own 
conduct and without exposing it to the censure of others. 

WARREN HASTINGS. 


Ordered that the papers which are delivered in by the President with the above be copied 
after this consultation. 

General Barker begs leave to reply in the following manner to the Governor’s Minute. 

General Barker having persued the President’s answer to the observations 

contained in his letter to the Board of the dsth Septem- 
The General s reply No. 3. regrets much that the very short period of his 

stay will not admit of liis replying so fully as the search into matters of 
fact would require, and without which references he does not choose 
to enter into a discussion of the several charges and reflexions contaiiled 
against the justness of his observations. Nor can he pass over utterly 
•unnoticed some of the passages contained in this Minute. He therefore 
is constrained to observe in this particular that, notwithstanding the very 
liarsh allusion of the President’s observation on thopleaof rewarding merit, and 
the remarks he has made on the General’s recommendation of Captain Bicker- 
ton in preference to Captain Gwinnett, and that his reasons for this were not 
founded on partiality, but from bis regard to the service he neither consi- 
dered Captain Gwinnett a proper officer to command sepoys, nor did he esteem 
him n^criting it from his former services, and he had not long before returned 
from a visit of some years to Europe, whilst other officers had been constantly 
doing their duty; and the General supposes it is the undoubted and required 
province 4i a Commander-in Chief to objo<ft to persons either unworthy or im- 
proper for so material a trust as the command of a battalion of sepoys. As to 
Captain Martin, it was not jfn objection of detriment to that officer- which the 
General made, but a conviction that the service and the Company would- derive 
more beneffts from his abilities in the surveying branch. 
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General Barker now assures j;he.Board, upon the whole amount of the 
President’s reply, that he has in no instance whatever impeded the service in 
consequence of any appointment of the President or the Board, however they 
might have been repugnant to his opinion or inattentive to his station, as li*e 
never admitted the smallest comparison between the welfare of the service in 
general and his own private feelings, reserving them for representation, in 
which he has unfortunately, and to his groat regret, been too often reduced iu 
the course of his command. 


R. BARKER. 


The other members of the Board remark that it was their intention to have replied to the 
General's letter immediately on its receipt, but they were prevented by not having before them 
a proper state of the facts which could only be furnished from tlie military books in the Presi- 
dent's possession ; but as these are now fuljy detailed in the President's Minute; the Board think 
it' incumbent on them to record their, sentiments also, and desire that the Minnie which they 
will prepare may stand entered on this date. 

It is as follows 

The charges of the General being chiefly confined to the President’s execu- 
The Hoard’s Minute on the tiou of the duties of Ills Station as Governor, they have 
General’s letter No. 4. ^ost propcrly been replied to by; him. But when we 

see the conduct of our President a jiparently' censured and the charge imputed 
to him of usurping the exercise of an authority which does not fall within his 
province, and which tends to injure the x>uhlic service by weakening the neces- 
sary powers of the commanding officer,, the Honorable the Court of Directors 
will doubtless expect that we should record for their observation our testimony 
how far such charge can with justice be applied to the President’s administra- 
tion, and how far the explanations he has given in answer are consonant with 
truth and the real rule of conduct which ho has observed. We- are concerned 
for the occasion which urges us to this necessity, but we should swerve from 
justice and u becoming supjiort of our public character were we to bo withlield 
by any considerations from giving the most ample testimony of the candour 
with which the President has stated facts in his answer to tho General’s letter 
and Minute. It is unnecessary to descend to particulars, but we declare it our 
public opinion, grounded not on partiality, but observation, that his conduct in 
the exercise of his military command has been strictly regulated by the prin- 
ciples of equity and moderation, and in no instance has exceeded the usage of 
fijs predecessors. To this opinion some of us can even superadd the conviction 
of experience in tho President’s declining to comply with solicitations whei’e 
they interfered with his prescribed maxim of adhering to sincerity, and in his 
divesting himself of the power of appointing cadets hitlierto invariably ‘exer- 
cised by his predecessors, to avoid burtliening the establishment and loading tho 
Company with additional expense. 

Whatever grounds the General may. have had for animadverting on the 
use or abuse of tho military authority exercised by the civil servants when it 
descends into the lower branches of the service, we cannot admit that such 
strictures ought, in any degree or instance, to be applied to the Governor of 
this Presidency, who is doubtless not nominally hut actually the superior of 
both departments and invested by the Company with a particular share of re- 
sponsibility in the superintendence and regulation of that of the military ; ho 
has of course a right to exercise the powers of that station in their fullest 
extent, and should on all occasions be qualified to judge and determine on 
every military point which does not depend on a mere professional knowledge. 
With him and with the Board the sentiments of the commanding officer will 
ever he allowed the greatest weight in all affaira of a military nature, hut we 
can never acquiesce in the unbounded right the General seems to lay claim to 
of recommending to all promotions and commands. To grant him such a ri^ht 
would in fact be investing liim with the sole power of promotion and^endering 
him, as the General himself expresses it, the source of rewards as well as punish- 
ment; for* his recommendation must either be. invariably and implicitly 
received or a constant scene of dispute and contention will ensue between him 
and the President, and him and the Board. If the construction is admitted, 
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to grant him such a right would in short Alter the constitution of the Presi- 
dency ; it would establish an imperium in imperiOt and however perfect our 
persuasion may bo that such a power would be made no improper use of by 
the General and flie officers who are next in succession to him, yet upon 
general principles we are surely justified in pronouncing it to be of a dangerous 
tendency, and the conferring of it incompatible with'every maxim of wise and 
sound policy. It is very proper that m’o should always be acquainted with the 
merits of our officers, and a representation thereof cannot come from any 
person so fitly as tlie commanding officer of the army, assisted by reports from 
the Colonels of Brigades ; but this representation should bo transmitted from 
time to time for the Board’s general information, not at a particular period for 
the purpose of supporting an immediate claim to a vacant appointment, office, 
or command. Bv this method the President and Council would be enabled to 
judge impartially of the merits of their officers, and to take proper opportunities 
of rewarding them as f;ir as the established rules of the service might permit. 
This we conceive to have been the intention of ^he Court of Directors in the orders 
to Madras alluded to by the General, as it is a mode which will always reserve 
a right of judgment and control in the breast of the President and Council, 
where it . unquestionably ought to lodge, but where it will no longer exist if 
the commanding officer’s recommendation is to be implicitly received at the 
immediate period of the re-occurrence of each vacant appointment and com- 
mand. 

We premised that the General’s charges were chiefly confined to the Pre- 
sident’s conduct in the execution of tho duties of his station of Governor. A 
few of them extend also to the conduct of the Board, to some of which, although 
the President has already answered to each, wc shall beg to offer a few words of 
reply. ' , 

On ,the first part of the second article. The President informs us that he 
has caused the book of general orders to be searched without effect, to discqver 
the acts by which the Board have increased the establishment. We will add 
that we feel a consciousness of the impossibility that we could have passed any 
such, at a time when w'c wore exerting every endeavour to retrench the Com- 
pany’s expenses and bi'ing them within the limits of the strictest economy. The 
only decrease in the establishment we are aware of having made without the 
concurrence of the General is the reduction of the cavalry — a measure which was 
soon after ordered by the Court of Directors themselves. There are still many 
other branches of .the establishment which we think will admit of reduction and 
retrenchment, especially as the provinces enjoy and arc likely to enjoy a state 
of profound tranquillity. 

It is with the greatest reluctance that we revive the subject of the fifth 
article ; but as the General has laid particular stress on it, as one whksh has 
weakened his authority in the eyes of the army, we find ourselves obliged to 
declare that it was an act of necessity to which we were impelled by the General’s 
own conduct; the particulars arc recorded in consultation, the 18th March and 
31st May, which will shew that the Board did not proceed to such extremity, 
until they found their public resolutions taken in the General’s own presence, 
disregarded and superseded by his single order. We hesitp-te not to acknow- 
ledge wc thought it was theu time to check an authority which had attempted 
to absorb the power on which it depended. 

On the seventh article, we agree with the President that under the unde- 
fined circumstances of the public order with respect to receiving appeals from 
officers who might deem themselves aggrieved, the Board could not be to blame 
for admitting those made immediately to their own tribunal ; nor can we con- 
ceive a more proper channel of bringing them before them than that of 
our President ; at least, if it is determined to be thought the more immediate 
province of the commanding officer and left to him, it should never be in his 
power to reject any appeal preferred to him, but he ought invariably to trans- 
mit it to ^he Board with his sentiments to assist their decision. 

With respect to the appointment of courts-martial, the General says they 
^nnot be held but by a special delegation from the authority of .an Act of 
Parliament. This wo very well know to be the case in regard to the courts 
appointed for the trial of the ^European troops ; but we t hink it can never apply 
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to the appomtment of sepoy general courts-martial, as otherwise the present 
constitution of them must be totally altered, the persons who now sit as members 
of them not being subjeota of Britain, but aliens and natives of Hindustan. 
The Governor, Oommander-in -Chief, and commanding officers of Brigades are 
all at present authorized by the general orders of 4th May 1770 to appoint 
sepoy general courts-martial, and by such alone have the sepoys of the brigade 
corps been brought to trial. The courts-martial appointed by civil servants were 
only for the trial of the pergimnah sepoys — o. corps which was expressly raised 
'for the service of the collections, and so little considered as a part of the army 
as never to have made returns to the Gommander-in-Ohief until the government 
of Mr. Cartier. It is, however, highly proper that this point should now bo 
j^recisely regulated, and the line of authority in general be drawn and estab- 
ushed bet\i^een the two departments to, prevent and preclude all future prejudice 
to the public service. 

We approve of the principles laid down by the President as the basis for 
this neoess£^ work, and we apprehend the best mode of proceeding in it will 
be by forming a set of propositions which shall comprise all points of military 
service and duty and affixing solutions to each according to the sense of the 
Board. 
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Froee^ngs «f the. Secret Select Committee f^m 13th Ja&uary ■to 3rd 

.June 1774 

Saturday. . Port William, the 13th January 1774. 

At a ConTsultation,. piaESE^JT : 

The Hon’blo Wa^e^n’ Hastinos/ President. 

William Aldeeset, Esq. 

James Laiv&ell; Esq. 

Hebtey Goodwin, Esq. 

John Geaham, Esq. 

William Lambeet, Esq. 

Geoege Yan^ittaet, Esq. 

Colonel Cfaapmap an4 Mr. D^res iadisposed. 

Ifead and approved the Consultation .of the lOth instant. 

The J*iQB8ident lays before the*3oa»d t,he following translation-. of a letter which he ha^ receiv- 
ed from the Vizier iSujah Dotylah— ’ 

brigX oa°h^tWm^ffe7od.^^ • Naboh Sujah ul JjQwIah, the 10th January I??-*-*. 

• I have received 'you^ friendly letter informing mo that tha English. brigade 
is .either for the protection" of my own dominions or to assist, me in my opera- 
tions against the Rohillas... It, is. hnown. that the firmest union subsists 
between us, and I ftm ceirtain that you will suffer tlio English forces to join 
me foivtbe’profectiqn of my jOwp dominions; but as the distance b^ween us 
is now*so grbat-that much time will be tdkea up in writing to you and receiv- 
ing* yottr answer, for*gvecaution .sake, I request you will send a positive .‘order 
to the Coramander-in-Chief cf the Forces, at Patna .to mareh them to the 
frontier^ bffOude or Cbrah (both which countries now belong to mo) whenever 
I shall require them. At present 1 have n.o occasion fer them, and sfiduld I 
ohanc.e to call for them”, I will not require * their proceeding further than the 
frontiers of Corali 'and . Currah*. I make this request by way of precaution 
only* and to guar4’ against future events." Whenever I shall write to the 
Comraander-in-Chief at Pathafor the troofps, let .them immediately be sent; 
and it is becoming qur union that you give orders accordingly, whi^i MU 
give mo great satisfaction. My ‘friend. I. request this of you that I* may be at 
ease with respect to my own dominions, as . well as to prevent future .Relays, 
otherwise 1 have at present no occasion for the troops. * 


Agreed that advice be given of the, above letter *in our present advices to 
the Court, of Directors by the ** Egmont.’* 

.’Monday., Fort-William, the 14th February 1774. 

At, a Consultation,- present : 

The Hon’ble Warebn -Hastings, President. 

Colonel Alexander Champion, C(mmander-in‘ Chief. 
William. Aldbesey, Esq. 

James Laweell, Esq. . • 

Henry* Goodwin, Esq. • 

JoMN Graham,. Bsq. 

\ William XiAMBEBT, Esq.. 

■ Messrs.* Daores and Vansittafl at t^ie. Committee of Revenile. 

Read.and approved the Consultation of the I Oth^inatant. .T^he ^eorethi-y Itfyd before -the Board 
the Draft of Instructibnft for Colonel -Cliampibn prepar^ agreeably to the order of the 
8rd instant. 

Revised and completed the -Abov'e instruqtions, and sgTeed, upon writing 
two letters* Jto the Chief ’.and Council at Pfttna. The first to be .immediately 
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HespateTied to that place, and tlie other given^hi' charge .to Colonel Champion^ 
agreeably to the tenor of hiS instructiofis.- 

Ojrdered that one copy of these papers, be.’ referred for .^the* informatipn. of 

Colon A. Champion ipatruc- the Select ,C6mpiittpe,*'an&. that they be* alsp recorded 
tiobs'aad 2 leturs to Patna.^ ' m thi3 deoartmcnt as -f ollows 

To Colonel Alexander Champion, -Commander-in.Chief of the Forces .under the Presidency 

• l8t. — llavihg thought’ proper, at th^ requisition of the VizW, to grant him 
•the assi8t4hce of. one brigade of- the Honourable Company*8 forces;, and the. 
troops being 'already Dn their march towards his. dominions,, you jy^UI please to 
; repair with all convenient speed to take . upoif you .their kniUcdiate command ;, 
and altbouglT you are acquainted as a Member of the* Adniinistration with 'the 
motiyje's and intentions of this expedition, we judge it necessary for ycnir jojore 
particular guidance in the* generah line- of. your operations to give you the 
following iiistrucjtio.ns, trusting, the particular conduct ’;iu the field, to your 
military skill and capacity. .• ’ * 

2nd. — ^The express purpose for which the Vizier at this ‘time debianded 
our aid being the reduction of the' KohiUa'coUntry,' lying' between., the Ganges 
and the moun,tains,. you are- -ihimediat^ly on yOur arrival in , liis country, to 
acquaint him that yoUare ready to ptocoed on that .service,' and require his fu^-'‘ 
]bher instructions* JPor the general stipulations in the'e^e of ‘his requiring the • 
assistance of .oiir forces, we .refer you to ' the accpmpa’nying'copy of a Treaty 
Gxe'cuted between ourJPresident and the Vizier at'Bmmres in August last, and 
for the .particular conditions . on which" v/e afford' him onr . assis.tahce in this* 
expedition* to the translation of .aq addresss from, the- latter on . his making the 
req'ifisition of a Ifrigade. . ’ * • 

3rd. — i^s the Vizier appears completely occupied’at present in his expedi- 
tion ‘into the Ho-auba for the recovery (iq .behalf o'f the King ShaV AHum) of 
the territory seized by. the Mahrattas,.' we imqgrno die will hardly time 

this season to attempt apything towards tho conquest ho .meditates pf the 
feohilla' country .before described.. We think it, .however, necessary to sup- 
• po^e the possibility of speh a service taking place in deScril^ng the linje.of yout 
operations, ^hich is to be as. follows' : t— . " . • 

. • 4h . — You are not to pa!§8 the boundary . which diviles the Province' Of 
Oudejfrom.tho Kohilla country, except at the express requisition of the Vizier,, 
and in that case you are to confine all your operations to that couritry, a^ aboye 
described, and. to the dominions of the’ Vizier. You are in.ho 6ase,..or.on aily ' 
account ■whatever; to permit, the troops^or any part*6f tliem, to pass the river 
'Ganges from the Rohilla boputry-i nor the boundaries of tho Vizier’s dominion^, ‘ 
comp*reliending his ancient possessions of -Oude and the now' acquisition^ of 
Corah and Allahabad. A*t any rate;, •whatever'be the particular servicib which 
yi^’-are required to proceed .uiion,. within the line 'of ’these ihstrtfdtions, you 
■will use the necessary- precaution to receive this requisition from. the«Vizier ill'* 
writing, to ol^iate future doubts or -disputes whiQU'may arise' ujJoh- theip* 

... . If, upon your arrival' ‘with the army, you shall find that the VJzier 
has not returned fronChis expedition into’tlie -Ho-auba, or '.cqncerted .his plan ‘ 
for immediately executing his intentions jon the RoliiUa country, we. think Jt 
■will be necessary that you should, as soon as possible, have au interview with' 
him, as well for the purpose of concerting the operations in which oUr troops. . 
are to he employed for his aid, as -. to. give , you a proper! iutroddetion to him, in 
the.stOitipn which you 'now fill of our Commander-in-Ghief ; but as. such- inter- 
view taking .place -within th& limits of the possessions which .were -foirmeHy 
conquered by toq Mahrattas,' and have been lately regained ‘by tho. Vizier,, uil 
behalf of the mpg,*may be liable t'o'future misrepresentation, and be onnstriied 
an dot of hostility against* that power, bq the immediate part df -this. Govern- 
ment, — ra consequence whick we wish studiously avoid,-r--wre . would recdm- ‘ 
mend^ that, you advise^ him-©f your approach, • appoint a*p.lace forrhieetin'g him, 
and^ proceed tluther' without any.*otJ^er military forge than a retinue suitable to ■ 
your station and . a guard sufficient for yoilr security. • YoU will- publicly , 
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declare that yoii''go only , to meet the Viziei^ ’and with, no intension of •joitiios 
id any operations against the territories of which the Mahrattas had possessed 
them^lyes ; .dnd as soon as .you have settled with the Vizier the ncc^^sary • 
plan fQr«your opera1ions,.yptf -will immediately return to’ the Army., ' 

6tb .\' — ^The military cpnduct of the expeditionf is entirely left with you.; hut 
as the regular payment of the ^troops is ah essential poiftty and will depend, 
altogetl^er upon the c^etnoss of. the "Vizier, you* will he partictilarjy attentive to 
’make proper, ajpplications to him for this .purpose ; hut should he neglept or 
•evade to furnisn tlie Monthly. su.bsidy; you will.^iu’coa^iunctitJrr wRh the.Resi-' 
.dent at his .Court, set before him iu the strongest terms the impropriety* of .• 
his conduct. 

. 7th. — If such.ia3£ance3 sliould,. contrary to our* expectations, prove- ineffec- 
tual, and '(me month shall have efapsed .beyond the period- in .•which the pdy-’ 
metit should haVe been made, we" authorize and enjoin you to* suspend your' 
■■operatiotfe^ apfd*^ return to. Benares, there to. wait our future Orders,' declaring ' 

• to the Vizier in the name' of tho Board that you consider this failure 'in his . 
engagements as equivalent to a dismission of tlie troops', and that you shall 
•■halt ai; Benares until the balance due, bqth of the subsidy -and for sucli othpr 
conditions as shall have been performed, conformably to. the tenor- of his letter, 

- in’ Consultation 3rd of February, sliall have been fully disehatgedi. . • 

Slh. — You will perceive tliat the Vizier’s payments jjLro not to hccopie due 
tnj the brigade shall have passed -tlie borders of his dominions. In the* mean- 
time ".w'o. have sent instructions to the ' Chief anjl Council at Fatna. to supply 
the .paymaster with a «um sufficient for tho gay and charges of the brigade to 
th^end of this month, trusting to the punctuality of tire Vizier for tlip future 
Applies ; ndvertlieless, to guard agaiiist every possibility oE.'distrcss which may 
attend the troops: from tire W{int of money, we herewith deliver to you a’ letter^ 
of credit upon ■fche Chief npd- Council at i*atna fo.i* •fli2j50,000, to. b*e used in Case^ 
of your haying .left tiiei Vizier, .g,nd being then reduced" to ^treme necessity for 
employing it. " ’ * ..*.-*” . • . . .. * " •" 

9ih . — ^Whermver the Vizier sliall think it expedient dismiss the troops, 
you are to require such dis'nitssiop*itt writing, and to ’proceed immediately to the 
•froAtiers of .our Provinces with all "convpiiicnt expedition ; but if he shall not 
.have dis’chargdd the balance duo for the chai'gcs and other conditions of this*, 
expedition, you are to halt at Benares until the "same shall be fully discharged; 
as wo have, above directed, dt* until you shall he furnished ■^vith our .orders for 
your further 'conduct*, according to the stipulations of the agreement. . .. ^ 

T 10th.— fe.commend in the strongest manner that- you cultivate a good 
•understanding with the Vizier,* and that ypu* pay the strictest attention to^the 
beha-friour Jlnd discipline o.f tjio troops, that no sqbject" of complaint may'avi’se 
on that head,- eitheY from ' himself,' or from any people of the countries with 
whom* we are not jih a state of hostilities. 

11th.— ^Tor the more convenient execution, of military law and jnstice,- 
We furnish you with a regular tvarrant for" assembling courtS-martial aocording 
to Act of Parliament. ' 

■ ‘*12th(.—~j^on. will correspond regularly witii the Honourable the President . 
and Select Committee, hnd receive their orders both as to your political and 
military operations. 

We .are with esteem, &c., &c.. 

.Thfi *14th Fepr^ry 1774. 
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Monday. Fort William, the 2l8t Fehrhary X774. 

At a GONSUXTATIOWi FBBSBNT : ' , 

The non’ble WAitEBif 'HasTijigs^ J^resident, 

CoiiOMfii AiiExiKDEi^. Champiok, Oomvfiander-in- Chief . 

^WiIjIAAM AliDBRfiEY, Bsq. 

• • • 

Dac&bs, Esq.v • 

James LawselI, Esq. 

Hbkrt Goodwin, !^lsq. 

John Graham, Esq. 
tViLiiiAM Eambebt, Esjq.. 

Gbobgb Vansittart, Esq. 

jtead and approved the. Consultation of the 1 7 th'- instant. . The Comma nder*iu-Cbie£ delivers 

the following address to tlie Board, which is r.ead - 

Colonel Cbatnpion requests to To the.Hon'ble Warren Eastings, President and Governor, &c,, 
6c uUouod superior rank, * . Council of Fort William; ' , ’ 

Hpn’bl’e Sir, an^j Gentlemen, — In consequenoe pt' your resolution of the 
3rd instant, I took every possible method to expedi^ my journey to the 
of oiir ally Siijah ul Dowla, andi, having now* received your instructions,' aih 
ready to take my departure. * - . . 

Thp second brigade has inarched from , DiuaporP, and will continue their 
route with*all projier expedition. 1 hope to overtake them by the' time .thqy 
can arrive at BSnares, ahd I shall, agreeably to your directions, lyithPut loss-of* 
time, consult with the. Vizier oh the, .measures to bo pursued, pf which apd the 
operations . in the field the* adiniuistratiou may expect as regular advice 'as 
circutnstances can .admit. . « . . ‘ ’ 

Since ! had the-honour of being'called'tp. a seat alnongst.you, I bavO con- 
sidered it a duty to give constant attendance to your frequent meetings ; and 
being fully sensible how extremelj; necessary, in the present situation of *tlib* 
Cohipany*s affairs, retrenchments of ' pxpenses liad become, I joined in your . 
endeavburs t6 bring them within the bounds of ecoqpmy ; and though the remote 
distance to which the more immediate duties of my station now call mis from 
th^ Presidency must deqy hac to attend yoiir further deliberations,' yet you may 
rest assured. Gentlemen^ that So far as falls within my province I- will strictly 
enforce the due execution of ^uoh measures .as yon may 'from time to time 
•adopt for the public good, und the same zeal for the interest of our- employer^ 
will make'me also* happy to receive such communication of their commands as . 
you- may think proper to gfvP, mpre espeOially suefi as iqay regard * the depart- 
meht which I have the honour to superintend. • ; 

I should now. Gentlemen, take, my leave, but -that I think J cannot more 
seasonably introduce to your consideration a circu.mstance which I inust con- 
f^s is the <^uae of some mortification to me as Go^mandey-in-Chief, .and 
gives me also concern as a Member of the Adriiinistra.tibn— ^I. meah tho differ-^ 
enee of rank with which Sir .Robert Barker held the command df the Army 
aud that with, which it has devolved- to me. • 

•I need not observe to you that it is the policy of all well-regulated Qpv- 
ernmente to support the dignity of the 'leaders of their armies, and to* invest • 
them wi<ih degrees of rank and honour which serve at. ohee to render theod 
respectable to their 6wn -troops, and to'^rai^e . them in the opinions' .of other 
powers by these ptlblic testimonies of confidence and apprpbatioh. Agreeably id 
this maxim- it was 'vellsaid in the geberal. letter frdin tber Honourable Court of. 
Direefors, 'lltK November 1768,' “thdt ^hey esteemed it necessary the 
Commander-in-Chief on youf establishment should hold a ^nk . superior to 
any other office; therein,” and that tjiey fhemforq conferred on the. then cora« 
nianaing officer the rank of Brigadie;' General. * offioer d^i^dd. equal.to the- 
command, of so formidahloan army' as the honourable Oompdny's m'ay,» without 
any coinp^nent,-he concluded worthy of a r§nlir 'which in otKer services is 
given to 'officers who do not command a fourth of the number of troops ; and 
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.as all officers in the Company's'servlce are .provisional (their duration depending 
merely on the pleasure ot the supreme administration), ifc does not, with great 
sttbmiMion, occur why the rank -of Brigq,d^er General should not immecfiatply 
devolve with the command ; for supposing the. Court of Directors should not 
, think the temporary corng^apder fit for the important’ trust, and evtm granting 
it possible, .though very far front probable, that your Board, who best know the 
*' characters of all the officer^ on this establishmentf and who are therefore least 
liable to mistake their abilities, should confer the command on an unqualified 
one, yet it- is not obvioUs that any additional ill-consequence could ensue from 
his also holding the temporary rank, of Brigadier General. 

On the contrary, I submit to you, Gentlemen, whether the withholding from 
the. first officer g. rank established in the service and' held by his predecessors 
will not in. the' opinion' of the Nati^je Princes and of our own troops iin[)ly a 
distrust on th& commander; whether it may not tend to lessen the i*csf)cct due 
to him ; to depftciabi hiS' s^bilities, ^ud‘ awaken the neighbouring powers to acts 
of boldness and hostility. • • . • . 

I could urge much more on this subject ; but if these considerations should 
strike you,.. Gentlemen, in the light they appear to me, I persuade myself it 
will, in every view, be thought highly proper to raise your Commandor-in- 
Ghief to the rank of his. predecessorsi and that you will deem it more indispen- 
sably ‘necessary at this juncture, when .he is on the eve of embarking on an 
ex p ed xtiqn 6f very considerable moment, . the success of which it is well 
known to you, Gentlemen (who are acquainted with the genius and constitution 
of tlie Asiatics and with' their ideas of power), niay be facilitated in pro- 
T >ortion to the I'Ank and importaufifi-^Jiich your .principal officer should carry 
with him, and by tliat degree of consideration which lie should appear to hold 
in the State. • . . • • . • 

I am a*warei .Gentlemen, of the attention due 'to the sentiments . lately 
d)cpVossed by the Court of Directors relative to the* rank* of tlie CJomniandcr- 
in-Chief,,und should he the last man to propose any deviation from their ofders } 
.but oould ' they have divia6d that our political interest and our connection 
• with* Sujah ul Dowla Should have rendered it indispensffhle or pecessary to* 
carry oiic forces to so great a distance into a foreign country, I ain persuaded 
they, would have directed their first officer to be elevated to the highest rank 
•known in their service, as a measure which, in its effects, would tend to the 
acquirement of er(?dit and' reputation to their arms, and would have ordered 
that he should bo supported in his: authority and consequenpc • so as best to 
ceaivcy to the country Princes tb© highest idea of the power and magnificence 
. which the Company have arrived at, and which they sought to ipaintain. in 
tlie Empire. ’ ■ • • • *. 

Such .1 am humbly confident would now be -the injunctions of our 
Hon’hle Masters, were it possible tp give them ijthmediate notice of tire present 
situation, of* their affairs in this country; and as . their Administmtion here 
must of necessity act discretiohably in cifdnmstances such as the pre^nt, 
where the event could not be seen, and consequently could not be provided 
for by the Court ‘ of Director^, J. canfiot give myself room to dcubt tl»at they 
would clearly ' perceive the propriety and necessity of departing irt a small . 
.. djBgree from their directions on this occasion, and that the mpasure pf granting 
. a Brevet for the . rank of Brigadier r under same . provisional condition 

that .1 hold iny apppintment tc .the cemmand ef the army, namely, until 
their pleasure ho known, would meet with their . approbation. At the same 
time that their authority of confirmatioa is reserved, the juncture would in my. 
humble opinion justify it. • . ' . 

And though you. Gentlemen, should, on the contrary, think thaj: the measure 
which I have taken the liberty of suggesting cannot witli propriety be adopted, be 
assart that I will not with the less alaeWty ex;ert myself for the public advaor 
tag;^ but patie‘Atly.«?ait the pleasure of the Court of Directors’,, indulging .my- 
selOn the tneantime, however, with the hope.^at whqt I; have here advanced 
may induce these* our Hon*ble Masters t# make such provision op this 'head a4 
will tend to the future ^d of their service and prevent the like disoouragement 
tq succeeding commanding officers. 

. 78 P. D. 

*95; 



6 


• • W 

• . Tliaj; I am ambitious enough to court raUk I will not deny. Ambition 
glows in the breast of every soldiea ; but thi^ I can a^ure you of a truth, Gentle*. 
meij,‘ that th,e political interest of the pompany and what I esteem the real gq(^ 
of the publie service have prompted me much more to this .'address than tlie 
gratification of my own private desires. • ' . ’ 

.With, hearty wishes for success, to 'you* unremitted pndeayourS for promot- 
ing the interests of the Company dnd ensuring to yourselves credit and repu- 
tation,. believe inc with great esteem and respect, &c., &c. 

The 31st February 1774. A... CHAMPION. 


.The Board admit of the truth of the argument urged by the*Commaridcr-. 
iu-C.hief, and are cleayly of opinion that upon the principle. lai(fdown by ’.our 
Hon’ble Masters, thb rank and title of the Commander- in-Chief are essential 
to the .support of hjs influouce and authority ; neycrthelpss they think them- 
selves positively interdicted by tlie Company’s orders 6f the 10tl\ of April 
1771 from granting the present Commander-in-Chief a title or ranlk superior 
to^what he now possesses. The Board tUerefore can only refer tbte point 
to the non’hle the Codrt of Directors xyitli’their opinion for their consideration 
and. final .orders upon it. Agreed that it be accordingly referred la the next 
gefteral'letter. ■ ^ 

The Corarhander-in-CUief takes his leave of the Board on his departure to 
take the command of the army, on' its march to assist the yizieV. 


Monday. Port William, the 9th May 1774, • 

At a CoNsnixATiON, • present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Fresident-. 

M'*1lliam Aldersey, Esq. 

P.. M. Dacres, Esq. ■ 

James Lawrell, Esq, • 

John Graham, Esq. 

George VANsmABT, Esq. 

Nicholasl GruebeA, Esq. 

‘ M R. Goodwin, indisposed. 

The President lays -before the Board the followinw* copy of a letter and enclosures add!;ess^ 
to the Select (/bm*mittee* which is just arrived from thp Coignmander-in-Chief * • 

Colonel Cliainpion’ 8 accmiTit * To the .Hon^ble WarVeii Hastings, President, Members 
of the victor^' ov^ the Hohil Ian, .of the Select •Cofm'mittee. * * ' 

* * ' • . 

Gentlemen, — In a letter of the 22nd to tire President, I. gavd afull account, 
of the. pf^foss of the array from the 19th, the -success of the feint ma.de use of 
■ to draw the Rohillas out of their post, behind Cuttera, wijth Iny resolution of 
taking the adv&ntage of their movement,, apd yesterday. I bad the inexpressible' 
satisfaction of transmitting a short note to the Governor wit luthe. news of the 
victory, of which I am now to give the particulars. 

About 3 o’clock in the' morning tlie brigade, ‘ with five battalions of the 
Vizier’s regulars and the" Najib Eultan* consistfng of about 4,000 matcltlock 
men, began to cross to the westward jsid.® of tjie Gurra River, a,nd, with much 
perseverance,- dragged the artillery over a "broad and heavy sand to the opposite 

The armie‘8 .marched in three coluinns towards the Babul N.ullab, with 
intentions to have it on our right fiank • when we should eihgage ; we diad 
prfxieeded about- 5 niiles when* bur scouting hofsemeii brought, notice that 
they had descried some qf Hie pneinyV cavalry, nor b|id- we advanced half a 
COS8- ihore when I could see their colours and Tcry little further before thefr 
tents appeared. * " ’ . ’ ' • . 
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My intelligence pro vM. very good,' for I soon afterwards clparly observed 
tliiat we were- upon the enemy’s left flank, within 1,200 yards of which on a 
rising ground which had hitherto pbstru^t^ our v^ew was a village and tope 
which I ordered to •be ‘immediately" occupied* by part of the left column of 
the. matchlock meU. This was a post of great* importance,* and it -was a great 
oversight of the enemy .not to laive -possessed theniselres of it, as we tnight 
. have paid very dear fbr dislodging of thejn. 

Having . led the line about 200 yards beyond this village, we •filed'off to the 
right, towards the nullah by' sub>(U visions ; and now (about 8 o’clock) the enemy’s 
artillery opened upon-us.. The compliraent Was ‘returned by two guns wbicb I 
had placed on an eminence to amuse them whilst our army was forming in order 
of battle. • ... ^ 

The ^Dorps of cadfets and sepoy grona'diers led by Major Hannay and .thiw 
battalions of the brigade sepoys composed the, right wing, cotnmanded by Xiieu- 
, tenant-Colonel JLeslie, these and.tHie E uropean- regiment sdon gave a full front 
to the enemy, and wdiilst they ' gradually inclined to the right under a severe 
cannonade, returned the salute with their guns. . 

.The three remaining^ battalions of our own sepoys, under the command of 
Major Eyres, composed a second lice, and the two divisions of the Najib Eultan 
covered the flanks of ouv army. Whilst wo advanced felowjy towards the enemy, 
the cannonade on both sides, became- very srnart, and by degrees as the Nabob’s 
regulars, •wlio had marched- in the rear of our column, came up, they dressed 
with the European ‘regiment and became the left wung in place of the match- 
• lock'men, who. inclined to the leffto give them ground and cover their flank ; 
but this wing was not completely formed till 9 o’clock.- 

Hafia and bis army,'consisting of about 40,000, shewed great braVefy and 
resolution, annoying us with .their artillery and rockets ; they made repeated 
fittempts to Oharge, but oUr guns being so much better scryed than theirs, kept 
so constant and galling a lire that they.could not advance, and when they. were 
closest tlierc'was the' greatest slaughter : they ■ gave proofs of a good share of 
military knowledge by show'ing inclinations to force .both our flanks tit the 
same time, and endcfivouring to call off bur attention by a brisk fire on our centre. 

They. kerned particularly desirous to distress our right- flank, • and with 
tiiat' view brought four guu.s and a largo (punntity of rockets from a consider- 
abie .distance to enfilade us, at the same time liuing the nullah (which could, 
not for some time be observed for long grass) with some of their troops, 
in, order to rush upon, us should our. right bo thrown into "confusion. 

I’erceiving their intention,- 1 directed a few shells to be played upon them, 
whilst a battalion from ohr right was .ordered to dislodge the enemy from the 
nullah. The battalion sent on this seryicxi soon performed it, and advanced 
so briskly after the enemy that, fearing lest they shojuld gd too. far, X ordcred 
the battalion on the right of the second line to support them. 

• Never was I more .fully cohviuced of thd" utility of a second line than 
on this occasion, for^ in .the course of the day I found' it necessary to send all 
tho three battalions which, formed it to coVer the right flank. It is impossible 
to describe a more obstinate firrnness of resolution than the enemy displayed : 
.T)umftrf>iis werQ their gallant nien who advanced and often pitched their colours 
between both armies, in order to encourage their men to follow them, and it 
was not till they saw our whole army advancing briskly ' to charge them, after 
a severe cannonade of 2 hours 20 minutes. And a smart fire of musketry for 
‘ some minutes on both flanks, that 'they fairly turned- their backs. 

The battalions then formed into sopa’rate columns, .and with beat of drum 
and pl^yin^f tba army passed in glory through the Rohilla camp. 

.- And ho.wpameon -the after-g’ttme ‘of the fevl^ horse the Nabob sent to the 
field. N-o sooner was the eno.n^y irrecovorably-broke, tlian they pushed after 
them and got much plunder in money, elephants, and camels, &c.,. &c., &c. 
Their camp equipage <which was aU standing, and proves that we c&me. on 
them by surprise) with whatever effects they could not carry off 7611 a sacrifice 
to the ravages of the Nabob’s people, whilst the Company s troops in regular 
ord^cip thev ranks most justly observed, .‘‘We have the honour of the day^and 
tbeM bandits the prd'fll.”- * ‘ * 
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I wish I could pay the Vizier any compliment, on this occasion, or that 
1 were not under the indispensable necessity of expressing my highest iodigua* 
tion at his shameful pusilapimity— *(ndispensable I say, .because it is necessary 
that the Administration should* clearly knowhow little to bo depended tinon 
is this their ally. 

Tlie night before the battle I applied to hiYn for some particular, pieces of 
cannon which I thought might prove of great service in action,, but ho 
declined* giving the use of them;, and though the honour ‘of the-. English 
arms was called in question by the forward rashness of the enemy in challeng- 
ing us- to battle and abanfloniiig Uieir posts, yet <Ud the. Vizier urge me to 
decline the fight, and make another inarch on the eastward sid^e of the Gurra’ 
towards Pealy beet : thus would he' have inspired the enemy, whose numbers* 
would have been reinforced with near twelve thousand men hastening under 
dilfereht leaders to - their aid. ' 

However, whtm he found me determined^ he promi.sed solemnly to support 
me. with all his force, a'nd particularly eng.aged to* be close at hand with a large 
body oE^ cavalry to bo iise-d as. I should direct; but instead of being nigh mo 
he remained beyond the Giirrai oii llic gxoupd which T. had-left in the morning, 
surrounded by his edvahy and a corps train of artillery, and did not move 
fromt thence till the news of the enemy's defeat rcachetl him. 

To this broach of tiis faith was owing the danger which followed from tlie 
epemy's enfilading the right flank of your army, which might have Been attend- 
ed with consequences that I dread to tliipk of, but* from the 'acl vantage deriveif 
from our second line. Tliis, however, was not all*; for if his cavalry, had beorf up 
to-have pressed upon'the enemy in their flight, they must have made, prodigious 
havock,- might have totally disabled them from making head again, and ren- 
dered any defence of Pealybeet absolutely impraeticabh;, by thinni.ng their num- 
bers and getting between the remainder of their stronghold. 

I have been thus particular with regard to the Vizier’s conduct that it may 
be better known how to deal with him in future; 

Of the enemy above 2,000 fell in the field, and amongst them many sirdars ; 
of your army little more than a hundred and not a single. oflicer. Standards 
we -have taken without number, and above ?ifty pieces of cannon^# but 'what 
renders the victory most decisive is the death of Hafiz Rahmut, who was killed 
whilst bravely rallying, his’ people to battle: o’ne.of his sons was also, killed, 

one taken prisoner. ; a .third relumed from flight to-day and is in the hands of 
Sujah. » . V 

*1 cannot, Gentlemen, better convoy to your minds the sense which I- have 
of the conduct of your ai’my on this occasion -than 'by enclosing herewith a 
copy .of my return of thanks signified in the orders of this day. I have to 
wish that it was in my power most liberally to reward such distinguished 
gallantry ; but since that is not tli© case, I do most earhestly recommend them 
to every possible -mark of the bounty and favour of Gov,ernment. ■ 

I have only to add' that .the Gentlemen who showed such alertness and 
presence of mind in* carrying my ordbrs ‘to the different bodies of the army 
during the course of the action were Captain Allen McPherson, Captain 
Edward Showen, Lieutenants William Bruce, and Robert Raihe. and Ensigns 
J.olin and Alexander Murray, and that I am with much. respect, &c., &c., 

Camf on tpe PiBiiiMB OP Sx- GeOrge ; A. CHAMPION.. 

The 24ih April 1774. 


T‘S.—1. have the honour to enclose a ^neral return , of the killed, 
wounded, and missing of the several corps engaged at Ihd BattRs of St. 
George. * . ° ° 

Extract of Orders, April the 23rd, 1774’ 

I'pe Oommander-in-Chief is so entirely^ satisfied \vith . the> .bebaviortir of, 
tne troops yesterday that words cannot sufficiently expresiLhis approbntioiu 
98 
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jaie is tit a loss to say yrhcthei; the cheerfulness and attention of ffis brave 
ofilcers^r undaunted steadiness^ of the soldiery claim most applause. 

Oaptsun Baillie and the Geptlemon of his Corps* in the service of the 
artillery,* gave great satisfaction, ds didHhe alacrity , and distinctness of the 
officers employed in distributing orders. 

To the .whole army the Commander-in- Chief gives the . fullest measure 
of .his thanks, and will, with much pleasure, commend- them to the .'Adminis- 
t]:ation. . . ■* 

Particular pains to be taken in. explaining this Order to the Native 
troops. 


Return of Qan and Howitzer* ammunition ea'pended in.the Battle of St. George, fought near the 
Boggah Nullah, on the^fd of April 1774. Head-Quarters Cdtmp near the Boggah Nullah, 
mh April 1774. . . 
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SAMUEL KILPATRICK, 

•* 'JBrigade Major. 
A. CHAMPION. 


Resolved that the followin'' letter be written to the Commander-in-Chief : — 

• • • . 

• To Colonel Alexander Chainpion, Commtinder-in-Cbicf of the i 

liotter to. Colonel Cham- Forces under this Presidency.* 
pion. • 

Sib, — Ttfb President has communicated to us thp particulars of the victory 
obtained by the troopvS under your command over the army of the RohulaS. 

We cannot on this occasion neglect expi’essin^, as early as possible, *tke gre^t 
saiisfactiQn- wo received in the news, and the higlPsense w© entertain of your 
abilities And conduct both in the opei’ations which preceded and in the action 
itself. decisive an instance of the superiority, of the Company's arms 

cannot fail of reviying in all its force the reputation they formerly acquired in 
Ihdostan, and whujli ten years of peace liad doubtless in some degree weakened 
in the minds of the Princes of the country. We are happy to find your resolution 
and military skill were so well seconded by the valour and discipline of the 
troops, and while we desire you may receive personally the thanks of the Board 
for the signal service yoy have cfn this occasion performed, we request you may 
in the like manner convey to the officersi soldiers, and sepoys under your com- 
mand our sense of their behaviour and of our finn reliance on their courage and 
discipline on" every future’ occasion. ! ^ * 

We are dlso exceedingly happy to learn from the • communications which 
.the President has made us that you have, in the whole course of the campaign, i 
. been so attentive to maintain the strictest order and discipline among the troops, 
and that you from the beginning opposed and at. last Obtained a stop to* be 
p’ut to the devastation of the Roh ilia country by the army of the Vizier, a mis- 
taken policy altogether incompatihle’ with the design of the war and repugnant i 
to humanity, and we’havo a sensible pleasure in testifying our entire approba-J 
tion of your conduct in* this respect. Your preserving such steady order and 
discipline on entering the ‘Bohilla camp after victory equally merits ohr 
applause, and it redounds greatly to the honour pf our troops that they did not 
alio IV thfim selves *on this occasion to be hurried by bad examples into those 
excesses which are unhrorthy of regular soldiers, and which we trust will always 
be Ihe pride of our army to avoid- 

We are, &c., &o. 

Port WiHiiAM; 

The 9th 

ibl ' 
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Fort 'William, tlie 23rd May l774i. 
At a CONSUIiTATTON, PRESENT: 
The Hon’ble Warre;n • Hastings, Preaideiit. 
P.*M. Dacres, Esq. 

James Lawrele, Es.q. 

Uenrt; Goodttin, Esq. 

John Graham, Esq. 

♦ * 

Nicholas Gruber, Esq. 


liead and approved thd Procecdin»s of the 16 th M.iy. 

Keceived a letter from the Commander- in-Chief in the followinir 
Colonel Cliainpion. • terms •— . - ^ 


To the Hon’ble. Warren Has'^inqs, President^ ^ro.. Council 

of Fort William.. 

Gentlemen, — In a letter of the 27th ultimo, I acquainted the Governor 
that the army would canton at this place during the ensuing rains.'' Under date 
the 2nd instant I repeated the same information with this addition, tliat haviMg 
requested the JNabob io point out -wherein the .army coujd further serve him 
before the wet • season came on, • he declared his opinion that nothing mor6 
should be undertaken, and signified his d<!sire tliat I would canton the troops. 

I. also told the President that the Vizier is in^ full possession' of ajl ISTaJiz 
-Hamit’s country : this I 'mentioned -from my own knowledge, and, iipon the 
N^abob’s authority, that hq was also Master ’qf Gnly and Bissonly, belonging to 
the son of Dun^y Cawn. 

, J3ut this morning, after the ground for the cantonments had been* -pitched 
upon, his Excellency pajd me a .visit, and to my groat's urprlse, requested I 
would ilioyc on with and canton the army near Bipsonly, 18 cosg from hence, 
oh the.lianks of’ the Yarwastadar River, alleging that he has not yet obtained 
absolute possession of Bisson lyj in which he says there is treasure to -a very 
large afnount. ' - . . 

I immediately proposed to detach a part of the tyoops to put* lirpi in pos- 
session of Bissonly, after which they could, in a few days, rejoin the army at 
this place ; but’ I expressed: disinclination to cantoh the troops higher* np the* 
country than w6 now are. 

The reasons I offered were tliat all our ammunition and s£ore boats with the 
contractor’s arradk boats, ^o.,’had been ordered up. the Gamubry River*in con- 
sequence of His Excellency’s express. desire that wo should canton hear Birelly ; 
that their returning again down the Gambury and getting bac.k into the Ganges 
would take much time, and not .only retard the supplies of ammunition, of 
which- we are much in want hn. account of the great expense of .the 23rd of 
April, but •also subject the officers and soldiers to great distress for. want of ne- 
cessaries an<l liquors, which are very essential to the preservation qf their health 
in this country, where ‘the quality* of the water is often pernicious ; that the 
Yarwaffadar*is a' river hardly known to us 4iut by its name ; that the place o^ 
its junction with the .Ganges, and -how far it is navigable, is uncertain, nor can 
it be known how tl\e inhabitants of the countries through which it runs might, 
be disposed towards us;' that supposing .^he hoats were ordered to continue 
their way. up the Gambury River, or direct to return and-proceed up, the Ganges 
till they came on a line with Bigsoniy, they. w6uld, in either* case, be above 
seventeen ebss from tlie place proposed for our •cantonmontss and it is not 
certain whether 'the road to them would- be. passable in* the •rains ; thp.t we 
coulcT not -afford large dctacMnents for escorts, atid 'that eren if we. ceuld> it 
would be to. little purpose, unless wo were at an absolvite certainty tis to the 
station we should occupy in* the rains, with 'regard to which His Excellency 
might perhaps chafi^e bis mind again ; that 'our crossing and cantoning beyond 
the Cos'sy and Ramganga Rivers, 'which are very broad and rapid ih the rains, . 
would i^nder«our communication with the country -we'have already conqdered, 
and of course with the Nabob’s Pjcovinccs of Oude,'Korah, and Aliababad, very 
102 * 
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difficult ; and that o,x« supplies of provisions for the army would consequently 
be very precarious,*sinco the Nabob <}onfessedIy depends chiefly on such as will 
be furnished from his own country. ' 

Besides these reasons I had several others which were not for his ear, 
viz.f that in case it should, b’e the pleasure of the Administration, on any account, 
to recall their troops, or in the event that I should find it indispensahly neces- 
sary to return down the country from a want of provisions, or on account of . 
lieing in too great arrears of pay, the difficulty and danger of re-crossing the said 
two rivers would be obviated. 

All I could say had not sufficient weight with his Excellency ; and as the 
power of control is^ entirely in his hands, I can only regret that he makes 
so absolute and so improper an use of it ; my chief motive, however, for giving 
so implicit aotjuiescence to his every request is to pi’event the smallest pretence 
or excuse for not fulfilling the terms of his letter of requisition of aid, namely, 
the payment of <10 lakhs of rupeea'to the Company when he should bo ^mt in 
possession of the whole or half of the llohilla country, or when an accomtnoda- 
tion should t/ike place. 

Here I am most heartily to hope that it is clearly understood between you. 
Gentlemen, and His Excellency wliat the half of tho Rohilla country is ; for 
otherwise niuch altercation may arise on this head. 

Many circumstances may perhaps concur to render it inexpedient for you 
to.4),ush the donquest of the llohilla country. My letter to the Select Com- 
mittee of the 24th April, to Which I beg leave to refer you, will pretty clearly 
show that there is considerable danger in trusting your troops with the Vizier : 
on actual service you must lay your account with sustaining tho whole weight 
of tlie war; nay, it is worse, he wj.ll feed your commander with solemn promises 
of support and yet disapi)oint him. ’ • 

But supposing the Vizier as firm as could he wislicd, it is not improbable 
tliat a foreign enemy' may, after the rains, reduce him to the necessity of 
retiring to his own dominions in order to protect them from invasion; in this 
case the llohilla country will fall a prey to others ; for he cannot both keep it 
and defend his own dominions, unless our Government give him another bri- 
gade, which perhaps they may not choose to do. 

Now ! do not conceive that wo.a'ro obliged to maintain him in possession of 
this new acquisition, and if he shall be obliged to evacuate it before the 40 
lakhs arc acknowledged duo to the Company, ho will most 2 >robably use every 
epdeavour to evade j)ayinent, for I um sorry to confess that His Exeellency is 
•apt to equivocate. 

It is said* that Ahmet Cawn has given his country (which lies between 
Dundy Cawn*s) to the king, and indeed the treatment oL’ the family of Hafiz will 
perf ectly justify^ the other chiefs in every ste^) they can take to avoid comiug 
under the powe r of Sujah Dovvlah. 

It concerns me much to have your instructions. Gentlemen, how to act in 
case ibjuovcs true that Ahmet Cawn’s country is. actually ceded to his Majesty, 
and I am to request you will favour me with them as soon as jjossihle. 

Whisperers toll me there wa« a pi*cvious agreement between Nizif Cawn, 
on the part of the King, and the Vizier for a partition of the Roliilla country, 
and that Nizif Cawn (wlio'we know is in the field and Avas on his way to join 
the Nabob till he heard of the defeat of Hafiz) is marching to possess himself 
of Zahidy Cawn’s country, which is the most remote of the llohilla dominions. 

On the supposition of the truth of this news, and that the Nabob should on 
account of tho advantages ho has gained by the force of our arms disown any 
agreement with Nizif pawn, I would gladly have your directions. 

All that could possibly bo effected before the rains is already done, except- 
ing to Bissonly, which, notwithstanding what the Nabob said this morning, I 
am well assured is occupied by part of his troops ; when he told me there was 
immense treasure there I suspected he had disguised intentions, and my sus- 
picions ha*ve been greatly strengthened, since he was with me, by an information 
that the treasure which ne pretends is at Bissonly is really .in the place and 
town of Berelly, every avenue to which, is shut up by his troops, in so much 
78F. D. . y i 
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f that a single inhabitant cannot get out of the place, and that his sole view in 
requiring me to move is no other than lest at might be knofvn what riches he 
may find In the place or the means he may use to obtain them. 

This much I am under the necessity ol declaring, that I am greatly afraid 
the Vizier’s behaviour to the family of the Nabob Hafiz ttamit, and to the inha- 
bitants of liis country, will render our connection with him reproachful to us, 
and tend to lessen that reputation ojf our justice which bad heretofore prevailed 
in these countries. 

As I. received my instructions from your Board, I have thought it proper 
to submit these matters to your consideration, that you may do me the honour 
of signifying your pleasure concerning them, 

I remain wnth great respect, 

Uon’ble Sir and Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant. 


Cftmp near Berelly, the 4th May 1774. 


A. CHAMPION. 


Upon the case slated by Colonel Champion in the al>ove letter, ^^tliat Aumed Cawn may 
have miven up his countiy fo the King, the Board are of opinion that wo ought still to sii])port 
;the Vizier^s pretensions to that country— 


But ill discussing this case a doubt having ainson concerning the propriety 
HoBolvoil to o])po»o tho of opposing the King, should lie appear himself ia person 

to assc^rt his prntansion, to any part of- tlio Rollilla 
llohillu country. * country within the prescribed line of our plan or of our 

present military operations. * 

The question is now put, bow in that case we shall 
act.' . Besolved by the majority of the Board that we 

shovild oppose him. 


Kcasoii for it. 


Mosare. Lntvreii and Giu- ’ Mcssi’s. Lawycll aiid Graham are of opinion that wo 
ham object. should not opposc him. 

The majority of the Board record the. following reasons for the above re- 
solution. 

• 

1 . — because it is well known that tlie king has no power of his owoj but is 
entirely governed by v_those who have possession of his person or authority, 
being in effect the mere instrument to execute and sacretify their designs. This . 
reason induced the Board to autliorize General Sir Robert Barker last year to 
■act openly against the Mai’hattas, although they proposed to execute only the 
commands of the King, and brought him with them into the field .to authorize 
their transactions. lie is now in the hands of Mudgedo Dowla and Nejjif 
Cawn, the former of whom derives his influence from the posscssioif of the 
King’s person, the latter from the command of his forces, but' both are univers- 
ally regarded as acting entirely, from their own authority, ^^he same- reasons 
therefore which would impel this Government to oppose the ^tudig^hen he came 
against our ally the last year in person at the Jiead of a Marhatta army equal- 
ly subsist for opposing him now should he lend the sanction to Nejjif Cawn or 
any other styling himself his servant. 

5. — Because if it is just and lawful to opposc the Minister of the King in 
the execution of his orders, it is equally so to oppose the King himself in the 
execution of the same designs ; this Government owes no allegiance to Shah 
Alum. 


3 . — Because if it be established as a rule that the King, in person may com- 
mand our acquiescence in such a'cts as we should oppose were he not present, it 
[would prove an infallible means of inviting him to an interposition ‘of ^is 
personal authority in every measure which he should he engaged in, and to an 
actual invasion of the possessions of our ally ; nor could we consistently v^ith 
that principle dispute even his pretensions to the countries or places Which are 
tl^e incontrovertible property of the Company, if he chose to employ the same 
argument to enforce them. 

lot 
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4 . — Because the admiss ionjjf such a princi ple ) hitherto unknown and un- 
practiced in any other part of the worTdT would at once annihilate the right which 
ti he Company h ave acquired by trcat^o the sum Stipulated for the conquest of 
the Bohilla- coujitjcy. Since the Vizier might justly refuse to discharge it, if 
our dommander-in-Ohief should refuse to proceed in his operations in case of the 
King’s joining the eneiny in person, no provision having been made for such an 
event in our enga gemen t with the Viaier, which on the part of ^tHe Company 
was-expresslyjor the conquest of the Rohillj^ country. * 


Messrs. Lawrell and Graham beg leave to record thoir objections to the Resolution as 
follows : — 

We are of opinion that we should not oppose the King, should he appear in 
the field in person to assert his pyctensions to any part of the Rohilla domi- 
nions, but leave it to the Vizier to* satisfy his claim by .negotiation ; to attack 
the King with our forces is to step further forth in the cause of the Vizier 
than we have reason to believe he ivould do in his own, fqr vyliatever opinion wc 
may entertain of the insufficiency of the King’s title to the empire, pr of the empti- 
ness of lus.character, the same sacred veneration which is by all nations paid to 
Majes ty i s observed towards him by. the subject of Hindustan. The principles 
and tenets of their religion influence them iu general to* this attachment and 
allegiance, and the V izier has in particular a’powerful motive in policy for his 
personal attaclmient, for he can never attempt to depreciate the title or 
character of the _King. (which nothing can testify more strongly than his appear- 
ing in arms against him) without yirfua-lly lessening his own dignity and re- 
putation as his Vizier — a civcumsfance'‘“whieli wc apprehend w'ould neither suit 
with his private pride nor his public ambition. We -are firmly of opinion there- 
fore that the Vizier would not himself draw his sword in anger against the 
Kino*, and we know of no such indispensable cull upon us as to induce us to do 
it foTiiim ; beftides wo are yet ignorant what degree of attention or regard may 
li^e been paid by His BVitaimic Majesty’s Ministers to the mission of -Major 
Morrison, and we think w'C should bo cautious of taking any steps, in this 
critical juncture of the Company’s affairs, which may he liable to draw down on 
them or, ourselves the flispleaeure or censure of iiis Majesty’s Government. 

JAMES EAWRELE. 

J. GRAHAM. 


Colonel 

irregular. 


The President 

Cha Vision’s 


adilrcts 


remarks on this occasion an irregularity in Colonel 
Charapiou’s addressing his letter to the President and 
Council, when by his instructions ho is directed to cor- 
respond with the Select Committee. He observes that by dividing his corres- 
pondence betw'een the two- Boards, he must leave his information to either 
very imperfect, besides subjecting himself perhaps to receive instructions from 
each Board separately; wdiich may. tend to destroy the general consistency which 
oueht to be preserved fii his conduct and operations. It is for this purpose 
ehmflv that the Selec t QommitteeAyas instituted and parHgularlj charged with 
the poUticaLhSlui of administration, having it still in their power to refer to 
theteiSdittcases of great nicety or to which they judge their power does not 
extend He therefore proposes that the Commander-in-Chief be desired for the 
future ’to address his public letters either to the Select Committee or the 
President according to his original instructions; 

The* Board concurs with the .President in his opinion and proposal, and 
.nnf«tuieb»tho agree that Colonel Champion be directed accordingly ; 
SeSt^ornlutee and in* the intermediate time, until the Commandcr-in. 

Chief shall have it in his power to conform to this order,— 

Agrce’d that any future letters received from him on the operations of the 
war addressed to the Board be opened, considered, and answered by the Select 
Committee. 

106 



16 


Friday. Fort William, the 3rd June 1774. 

At a CoNsuLTATioif, Pkesbnt: 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, President. 

P. M. Dacres, Esq. • 

m 

James Liawrele, Esq. 

John GraiAm, Esq. 

Nicholas Gruebbr, Esq. 

The Consultation of the !J 3 •ultimo read and approved. 

The Board being assembled to consider the. following reference from the Select Committee, an 
r Select Committee refer a extriact of their Proceedings up m the occasion is here recorded, 
'letter from Colonel Champion. with the letter from Colonel Champion referred to. 

Extract of the Select Committee Proceedings, the 2nd Juno 1774i. * 

Read the following letter from the Oommandejr-in- Chief addressed to the 
President and Council.. 

The Committee considering the subjects of this letter as of the greatest 
import.auce and of the most alarming tendency, lire unwilling to decide upon 
it by their own auihoijty, cspccrally as thorr present number consists of two 
members only. • 

Agreed, therefore, that it he refernMl with this day’s Proceedings to the 
President and Council in their Secret Department. 

JAMES EARLY. 

Sub- Secretary, Select Committee. 

To the Honlblc Warren Hastings, 

President, ^c.. Council of Fort William,. 

Honourable Sir and Gentlemen, — In .m address of the Jth instant 
I intimated to you a surmise that an agreement had been, some time ago, made 
between the King and Vi/.ior for a partition of the Rolulla country, and that 
it was said Nizilf Khan, on •the part of his Majesty, was marching to possess 
himself of Zabidy Khan’s country. 

On the 6tli the latter part of this intelligence was contradicted,. a,nd I ad- 
vised the Governor that Nizilf Khan had determined on coming to this plafle, 
where he accordingly arrived two days before the Nabob and I did. 

In several conferences with the Vizier, he assured rao that he did not know 
what business brought Nizilf Khan. On the other hand, Nizilf told mo that when 
the Vizier was at Cowriaguugc, he prevailed with him to go to Dciliy.in order to 
influence his Majesty to take the Held, and countenance the conquest of the 
Rohillas, 'on the express condition that half the country should hq to his 
Majesty; .that he, Nizilf, accordingly, induced the King to leave Del by and 
display the Royal Standard; that his Majesty having, however, been taken ill, 
was obliged to relinquish his intentions of continuing in the field in person, but 
commissioned Nizilf Khan to represent him and act in Jiis name as if he^ were 
present ; tliat accordingly Niziff with his army were in full march to join the 
Vizier when he received the nows of the defeat of the Rohillas ; that his 
business here was to demand the performance of the' condition on which the 
King’s troops took the field ; that lie had sent for a copy of .the agreement, and 
would not declare his business to the Vizier until it came. It was the expecta- 
tion of being 'able to send down a duplicate of that writing that made me avoid 
mentioning this matter in any of my letters, since the 5th, but it has Aot been 
produced, nor have I had any conference with the Vizier on that head ; and I 
am now to introduce another subject. 

The Nabob Feizulla Khan, who, ■with some of his people, was^ in battle on 
the part of ^aliz, and made his retreat good towards the mountains', with all 
his treasure, which according to the most moderate accounts is said' to amount 
75 lacks of rupees in ready i|^oney, has addressed mo by. letter offering to 
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throw himself ilJ)oii my protection, aoeompanied with a m6ssage proposing to* 
my the Ifahob 20 lacks upon being reinstiked . in his country, which- yields 
from six to eight lacks pfer annum. . 

^Determined to deal openly with the* Vjzier, to prfevent the least pretence 
for a breach of his agreement,* I went yesterday morning and signified Feizulla 
Khan’s desire to him. ' ' 

-Excellenc y said be would not give-him back a span of, his country for 
a_cror&.ofa3ipfifi8 ; thathe had no objection to my protecting Feiziilla ^han’s 
person, but that the treasure musf bo considered a^ the property of . his 
Excellency, independent ot the English ; that, he would epn^der of sending a 

some of the Company’s ~foreos in pursuit of the 
^^Sftive and Tiis .r ith ^. I offered him the Grenadi^ corps for that service, 
buTTieltesirearTmvo to think pf the matter till the afternoon. 

Indisposition haying rendered it inconvenient for his Excellency to ^ome 
abroad, I waited^ on him a^in in t„ho evening, and was told that ho would thinlf 
of the subject of the morniiig’s conversation till this day; 

Upon my reminding him tliat tliat was my second* visit in one day, and 
desiring immediately to know his. determination, he was put to the necessity, 
of confession that he had a lready entered into an agreement to detach part of 
bis owp troops; under ElIcTi Khan, with Nizil^ Khan and his army, to seize the 
Kabob Eeiz^uTla and his trejisuru; that as they were cavaljry, and as the service 
fe^uTred“tlie utmost expedition, our infantry could not keep up with them, and 
therefore it would be‘ unnecessary to send any. 

Since the defeat of the Itohjllas, tlit Nabob has plund^ed the .whole 
cofintry, in so much that in Pealybeet, Birelly, Oulah, and Bisonly h^has found 
jewels and money above and •under groutid, oldphants, camels, horses, and 
other effects, to the value, 1 am confident, of above fifty lacks of ruj)ees, besides 
what the individuals of his army have possessed tli em selves .of ; and If he can 
lay. irold of ^eizulla Khan’s treasure and effects, his acquisition, in. ready 
money, &c., will^excecd a croro of rupees. 

These' are circumstances* which I believe were ndt foreseen, .Gentlemen ; 
otherwise I persuade myself you \vould luivc mad.e further conditions with the 
Vizier boltli on account of the Company and "of your army', * 

The express stipulation .that your* troops “should serve for a certain fixed 
sum has prevented my interfering ; but I jja^nnqt liclp ihiuking it,yery unjusti- 
fiable in the Vizier to call dn Nizif Khan’s forces to the exclusion of your brave 
tnoops, . who rcduoedv the Bohillas to the ^taic pf non-resistance,' and who, 
thprefore, ought surely to, havq tho preference in any service of advantage. 
Certain it i^that Nizif Khan cannot have beem brought- into the mcasurei hut 
upon condition of sharing considerably of the riches of FcLfuffa Khan, and 
hopes of further plunder in tl.e country. 

It is a matter of very great concern to me, Gentlemen, that no provision was 
made for your army in the event which has happened: ; hut I hope tlte-t if you 
have not already, in consequence of my letter £o the Governor of the 28th 
ultimo, you will no w he pleased to interest yourselves in their behalf ; . for it 
must be extrdnfely discoufagiug .toyour troop® if they are not attended to on 
this occasion. 

By their gallantry they have reduced this country, and, of cfprse, gained 
the. Company half a million of money ; they have moreover been the enrichers 
of Sujah ul Dowlah to an imnfenso amount before their faces he has seized 
these richer,, and ho has not even thanked them for their services. 

These matters, Gentlemen,. are in my opinion bif the highest importance, and 
dpserve -your most serious consideration. The gopd temper and forbearance' of 
your aifmy under such temjitat’ion is matter of the greatest admiration, and 
.a source* of inffnite* satisfaction to me*; but I must confess I am afmid that, 
if stnne mark o£*favour and gratification for .their services is not manifested, it 
may be somewhat dangerous ever to try an experiment of this kind aga|D, oi 
to f>ut the temper ai\d patience of any part of , y.oyr troop^- sq much to 'the 
pro6f. ' 
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Situated as I- am, it falls only to province to submitf these matters to 
your wisdom and deliberation j arid I have only, at present, to add that, upon 
my honour, self-interest has. not dictated a 'line of this address, to which I have 
b^en promptfd by a just sense of tjhe Vizier’s conduct and a warm regard for 
troops who have rendered themselves ve^ dear to me, and whose interest I 
shall ever seek to promote. 

Camp BissoNnT ; 1 have the honour, &c.. 

The 16th May 1774, ' A. CHAMPION. 


aovernmetft of ^pd^a Centra] Printing Office.— No, 79 P. O.— 8-11- 88,*i;800. 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee from 20th Jiune to 2dth 

December 1774. 


Fort William, the 20th June 1774. 

At a Consultation, present : 

Secret Dept. The IIon’ble Warren Hastings, President. 

Monday. WiI^iam Aldbrsey, Esq^., \rho_ being returned from the 

awnings resumes his Seat at the Board. 

John Graham, Esq. 

Nickolas Grubber, Esq. 

Messrs. Dacres anu Lavvrell at the Committee of Revenue. 


Road and approved tlie Consultation of the 3rd instant. 

Re:ul the followinsr letfor and inalosure which is received from Sir Robert Ilarland, His 
Majesty’s Plenipotentiary in India. I 

Fort St. George, the 29th May 1774. 


Gentlemen, — A few days ago I had the honor of reccuving a letter from 

Mr. Eaw, His Most Christian Majesty’s Minister and 
of niTilltf*imtw.ned'of''tho Plenipotentiary in India, dated tlie 23rd May, and in- 
dUpute with the French at closing copies of youi* letter to the Council of Chan- 

dernagore, dated the 7th March, and of Mr. Chevalier’s 
answer dated the 2 Ath of the satne month, together Avith a copy of his protest 
relative to his withdrawing the French Factory from Dacca. 


It appears rather extraordinary to me that you should have entered into a 
correspondence with Mr. Chevalier on jnatters of differences between the sub- 
jects of the two nations, without making tlie least communication to me on that 
Head ,'"espectally as j'ou Avero Avell acquainted both from me, and from your 
superiors, with tlm (^mmissinn of PlenipotpntLnry Avith which His Majesty had 
honoured me, to'eTiquire intqjmd settle all such disputes as had arisen or 
might arise between ffie trading subjects of both nations, and Avhen I see by 
your letter to Mr. 'Chev.nlicr, that yon have transmitted all tlie papers on that 
business to your employei’s, without acquainting me Avith such transactions, it 
becomes me tA demand of you, your reasons for this conduct, that I may lay 
them before the Secretary of State for his Majesty’s information. Meanwhile I 
cannot help taking notice of the great difference between your conduct in this 
business and that of the Presidency of Fort St. George on a like occasion as 
you will see by the copy of their letter to Sir Jolm Lindsay, which •! have 
enclosed for your perusal. 

Although you have not thought proper to lay this business regularly be- 
fore me, yet in justice to the Commission Avith which I am honoured I think it 
incumbent on me to take notice of the folloAving circumstances : — first by order 
of your Chief at Dacca, a Jemadar bel onging to the French Fac^^y there was 
public^ flogged without any"“appriQatiou. to tEe Oliief of his nation — an act 
wMcfiwoutd be considered as highly unjustifiable from one gentleman to an- 
other ; but if taken in a national light, such a punishment ordered by the sub- 
ject of one sovereign, to be inflicted on the subject of another, and all circum- 
stances considered, I am sorry to say, it hAa.inQre the look of wantonnegs of 
power than a regar d to justice — instead of which, I think I shall be justified 
mreoommending to you in’ all such circumstances lenient measures, a strict 
regard tb justice, and a constant endeavour to conciliate and prove the friend- 
ship of a power so well-disposed to be upon amicable terms with our nation. 
Such would not only be good policy but perfectly consistent with the intentions 
of Government ; and second, I cannot help remarking it as a new mode of pro- 
ceeding, that you accept of the exculpatory deposition of a person against whom 
the complaint was made. 
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These, with other circumstances as represented to me by Mr. Law, would 
have madu me consider this transaction as an object o£ personal enquiry on the 
spot, did not my present orders put it out of my power: therefore I am to 
desire of you, that you w ill mak e en quiries, and procure a ttested information. 
o f the transactions at Dac ca, whic h have given cause for tin s co mpfaia|. and for 
the proceedings of Mr. Chevalier orTtHi^ dccJHfon, ahdTransmit thenifo me as 
soon as possible : that before I leave this country, which I propose to do in Sep- 
tember next, I may be able to give that satisfaction, which His Most Christian 
Majesty’s Plenipotentiary expects of me: and which Justice to his Majesty’s 
intention require, and also that I may be enabled to give information on that 
subject to His Majesty’s Secretary of State. 

I have the honour to be. 
Gentlemen, 

Yours, &o. 

(Sd.) R. HARLAND. 

P.S . — As the transactions at Dacca may be attended with serious conse- 
quences, I have thought proper to send a Frigate to Bengal with this letter. 

To the Honourable John Law deLansiston, Knight of the Royal and Mili- 
tary Order of St. Louis, Brigadier and Governor General of the French Nation 
in India, and to the Gentlemen of the Superior Council at Pondicherry. 

GsMTiiEMBN, — We have had the honour to receive your letter of the 8th 
instant. The enquiries which a complaint of such a nature necessarily re- 
quired have prevented us from sooner presenting to you this -our reply. 

The King, our Sovereign, having been pleased to appoint Sir John Lindsay, 
Knight of the Bath, pommander-in-Chief of his ships in India, to be also his 
Minister Plenipotentiary for the purpose of settling on his behalf whatever 
disputes or misunderstandings had arisen or should arise between His Majesty's 
subjects and those of the Most Christian King, we have laid before him the 
true state of the transactions relative to the Snow Aurora Tartar, and beg leave 
to refer you to him for information on that subject. 

Fort St. George, Wc have the honour to be, &c. 

30th dttgust 1771. (Sd.) JOSIAS du Fresi du Council. 


Resolved ihat copies of the whole proceedings on the dispute with the 
French concerning the complaint of Monsieur DesGranges, their Chief at Dacca, 
against Mr. Barwell, for the punishment of a J emadar belonging to the French 
by the Adawlut at Dacca, be prepared, and, as soon as they are ready, that a 
reply lie sdht to Admiral Harland’s letter transmitting them to him. 

Fort William, the llth July 1774. 

At a Consultation, present: 

Secret Dept. The Hon’blb Warren Hastings, President. 

Mcmday. William Aluersey, Esq. 

John Graham, Esq. 

Nicholas Grubber, Esq. 

Messrs. Dacres and Lawhbll at the Committee of JteYe&ue. 

Fart William, the STth Mag ITH. 

To Richard Harwell, Esq. 

Dear Sir, — Inclosed. I send you a copy of the letter which I have 
received from Mr. Chevalier. I have thought it unnecessary to lay it before the 
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Board* as I hope that the subject may be properly adjusted by a correspondence 
between us, not doubting of its proceeding from some misapprehension. 

You k now the inyariable p rinciple of this GoY em ment to free the weavers 
from the state of sla vey in whmh thej» have hitherto*l)een held. If therefore 
such Muchilcas as TO. Chevalier mentiods, halve been pubTished^b^ your orders, 
the Board will certainly disapprove and order them to bo repealed on an appli- 
cation to them on the subject. All that I have to desire, is, that you will issue 
such orders on the present subject as may impower the French Agent to make 
their advances, and employ the weavers with the same freedom that has ever 
been allowed them. 

If there are any other circumstances in this affair which may require a 
further explanation I request you will inform me of them, that I may commu- 
nicate them to Mr. Chevalier. 

I am with esteem, yours, &c. 

(Sd.) WARREN HASTINGS. 

Fort William, the 29th August 1774. 

A.T A. OonsuijTATIon, present : 

Secret Dept. The Hon’blb Warren Hastings, Pi ^ fisident . 

Monday. William Aldebsey, Esq. 

John Graham, Esq. 

Nicholas Greijber, Esq. 

Messrs. Dacres and Eawrell at the Committe of Revenue. 

To THE Hon’blb Warren Hastings, Esq. 

Sir, — Inclosed I have the pleasure of sending you copy of a letter from 
His Excellency the Vizier intimating his intentions of making a present of seven 
lakhs of rupees to the army in the field in proof of the grateful sense he has of 
their services. 

I cannot help expressing great satisfaction at this instance of His Excel- 
lency’s bounty, which is much the more princely, that it has proceeded entirely 
from his own free will and liberality, and that too at a time when there was no 
hope or expectation of the fund. 

• His Excellency having himself made his intentions public I signified them 
to the Field officers agfeeably to his wishes, for the encouragement of the troops, 
hut I at the sJame time gave to understand that your assent is necessary, and I 
flatter me it will be given with great cheerfirlness as it will be very agreeable 
to His Excellency, a proper mark of favour towards tho Brigade and at the same 
time a lasting obligation conferred on. 

Camp at Sual, Sir, 

20 coss from Pillergur, Your faithful friend, &c., 

8th August 1774. (Sd.) A. CHAMPION. 


The Europeans in good health and spirits. 

Copy of a letter from the Vizier, to Colonel Champion, dated the last of 
Jommaddulawul, and enclosed in that gentleman*s letter to the Governor, of 
the 8th August. 

As the English Brigade came from Calcutta to this place on my business* 
and the Gentlemen as well as the Brigade have submitted to the greatest 
fatigues and liardships in the course of it and have not yet received any recom- 
pense or gratuity from me, nor have the gentlemen expressed any wish or 
importunity on this account, I have therefore determined to give seven lakhs of 
rupees as a gratuity to the Brigade and for the gentlemen’s expenses. 'I give 
thw lettdr as my bond that 6 months from this date (the last of Joromaddula- 
wul) the sum taf seven lakhs of rupees shall be paid to them. I write this, my 
frien4« fpr jrour information. 

Ill 
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You may if you please inform Mr. Hastings of this, but I will undoubtedly 
pay this sum. 


Fort William, the 19tb September 1774). 


At a CONSUIiTATION, PRESENT : 

Secret Dept. The Hon’iieb Warren Hastings, JPreaident. 

Monday. W^mLiAM Alpbrsey, lisq. 

P. M. Dacres, Esq. 

James liAWREnii, Esq. 

John Graham, Esq. 

Nickolas Greuber, Esq. 


Read and approved the consultation of the 29th ultimo. The following’ reference from the 
Select Committee being laid before the Board is now read. 

Extract of the Select Committee Proceedings of the 17th .September 1774. The President 
. , ,, lavs before the Committee the following letter addiessed to him by 

Qo]o»<i\ Champion, received yostercay, with his reply immediately 
written. 


Dear Sir, — Inclosed I send you the cori'espondence betoen tlie Vizier 
and Eeizullah Khan and myself, with the substance of the conversations, which 
[, passed between Eyzoollah Khan and Mr. Murray, from which last you will 
.jclearly observe that Fyzoollali Khan is not his own master. 

' I am just now, my good Sir, in a situation truly perplexing. Tho Rohilla 
..fCountry is compl(;tely and entirely con(|uered. The fugitives are posted in a very 
^stroh" situation within the districts of the Rajahs. They have all to combat for. 
‘iPerh^s the success of the event might make Govornmeut overlook my 
«roin" to Lall Daug, hut such approbation depends on a chance. The matter is 
yery^weighty, and tliere is more risk than I should choose to run without a 
^necessity, yet it is grating to have au enemy so near, and it will be dangerous 
shou]d_tliey notihe reduce^ of no accommodation take place, because so soon 
as another enemy is in motion to attack the Vizier lower down, we must have 
troublesome doings; t he Nab ob,,!, surmise, is privately disposed even to give 
Fyzoollah a part of the conquered country, nay to have a family connection bx 
accepting of Fyzoollah’s daughter as a wife for one of his sons, yet he will not 
give sufficient authority to bring matters to the amicable decision ,he wishes for. 
1 would have less difficulty in this matter hut for your desire that I should 
dissuade the Vizier from giving any of the Rohilla Country to Fyzoollah. I 
am perfectly firm in the opinion I before signified to you on tlint subject, but I 
must not put it in competition with yours. The Vi zi er says lie ca nnot pay the 
40 lacks.tili he quits the field ; he tells us that in a short time the IVfahiuttas will 
he in motion. They will call our attention from hence ; the Robillas— if matters 
are not decided with them one way or other — will take the advantage of our 
absence, and if we are obliged to go far down may perhaps recover their 
country ; that the 40 lacks will become precarious — the Vizier "Will either deny 
payment on pretence that the Rohilla War is not finished or at lejist he will 
delay it, alleging he cannot leave the field. If the Committee’s answer to my 
letter of the 29th July was arrived I should know how to proceed with certain- 
ty. I am hourly importuned by the Vizier, and I wish to give way to his 
inclinations as far as I can ; it is therefore resolved to move five ooss further 
nearer the hanks of the Ganges in order more effectually to distress the enemy, 
but I will if possible delay an attack till I receive the Committee’s answer to my 
said letter. If I am forbid to proceed the Vizier must come to terms, fl.nd the 
ready money which he may get will pay a considerable part of our 40 lacks.' If 
1 am desired to go on 1 will not hesitate, hut whatever happens be assured all is 
W'ell intended by 

Camp near Fettighr, Dear Sir, &o., &c.. 

The 26th Augmt 1774. (Sd.) A. CHAMPION. 
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To Colonel Champion, Commandcr-in-Chiof, 

Sir,-— I have received your favour of^tho 2 1st and 26th ult4uo which both 
arrived this morning, the latter enclosing copies of your correspondence on the 
subject of the late negotiations, and of the conversation which passed between 
Fyzoollah Khan, and Mr. Murray. To this I now reply. 

I hope notwithstanding the hesitation expressed in the conclusion that you 
will have resolved on prosecuting the war to a linal issue without waiting for the 
reply of the Select Committee to your letter of the 29th July, because I think 
it appears very plainly that Fyzoollah Khan and his adherents lay at your 
mercy, because I apprehend much inconvenience from delays, and because I am 
morally certain that no good will be gained by negotiating. If however contrary 
to this expectation you shall have suspended your operations or from any other 
c^use the war shall not be concluded on the receipt of this, it is my express 
desire that you do, on no account depute any pcirson under your command to 
treat with the enemy but leave it wholly to the Vizier to conduct every measure 
of this kind, by his own agents and in such a manner as he shall think proper 
since he is the principal, and we only accessories in the war; besides by allow- 
ing Fyzoollah Khan to treat with both to make appeals from you to the Vizier 
and fi’om the Vizier to you, you can hardly fail, both of you, to become the 
instruments of his intrigues, and he will ac(iuii'e a confidence from such an 
indulgence which he cannot place on his own strength or consoqu(*nce. 

Indeed I could not read without indignation the conversation of Fyzoollah 
Khan with Mr. Murray. The language of the former was highly presuming, 
insolent and evasive, and I think Mr. Murray ought to have left him after the 
first interview. A circumstance sti’uck me vei’y foiuably in ISlr. Murray’s nar- 
rative : “ I came” (says Fyzoollah Khan) “to this place which is the District of 
Gumial.” This intimation which was as wide as East and Wjc'st from the busi- 
ness before him, too manifestly shows the foundation on which he built his 
hopes of succeeding by a refusal to accede to 'the jiroposition made him, and 
that ho lias availed himself of your supposed inability to pursue him, beyond 
the acknowledged limits of the Rohilla jurisdiction. 

Althougl^dMiave referred you to the Vizier for conducting all negociations, 
I by no means wish, that he should lose time by sticking for an accommodation. 
It will be more effectual, more decisive, and more consistent with bis dignity, 
indeed with his honour, which he has already pledged to abide by his first 
offers, to dictate the conditions of peace, and to admit only an acceptance with- 
out reservation or a clear refusal from his adversary. 

I intend to communicate the substance of your advices to the Select Com- 
mittee for their fuller sentiments on the measures to be hereafter taken ; in the 
meantime to prevent the danger of delay, I desire that you will be pleased to 
receive these instructions for your guidance. 

The mh September 1774. (Sd.) WARREN HASTINGS. 


Fort William, the 25th October 1774. 

At a Council , present : 

Secret Dept. The Hon’blb Warren Hastings, G overnor Ge neral^ T resident . 
Monday. 'Lieut. General John Claveri ng. 

The Hon’ble George Mons on. 

Richard Barwel l. Esq. 

Philip F ranci s. Esq. 

Bead and approved the Consultation o£ the 17 th instant. 

The following minute, delivered into Council yesterday by the Governor General being re- 
ferred for consideration to this Department, is now recorded, having been sent in oircula- 
* tion to the different Members of the Board. 

GsntIiBMSN,— A ll the members of this Council being now assembled, I 
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could wish to point out some general plan for carrying into execution the 
^ regulations of the new system of Government agreeably 

the Revenue* and Foiitioe of to the instructions received from the Company : but 
the country. ' upou au attehtivo review of the various subjects which 

occur, I find it necessary to select such particular parts of them, as soem to 
claim your earliest notice, reserving the rest for future consideration, to be 
taken up in the order, in which their respective importances or particular exi- 
gencies may point out. I shall take the liberty to accompany every proposi- 
tion with a brief relation of such circumstances, and such past transactions, as 
have any relation to it, and are necessary to be known for the purpose of form- 
ing your resolutions upon it. I mean not. Gentlemen to preclude any other 
member of the Council from offering any point for present deliberation which 
in his judgment, may claim a preference in point of time above those which 
I wish to introduce. I only propose this method as the most likely to facilitate 
the despatch of business, which may bo retarded, by undertaking too many 
subjects at the same instant. It will unavoidably take some time to arrange, 
and perfect tlie new system of the administration. In the meanwhile, the cur- 
rent affairs will require your daily assistance to keep them in motion — and in 
both, (I mean both in forming the new mode of Government, and conducting 
the daily business) you will find it necessary to consult the records of the former 
administration, for the sake of due connection and consistency. I desire also 
to shorten the time, tind lessen the trt)uble of such a search, among the volu- 
minous books of consultations, by the mode which I have proposed of laying 
before you a succinct view of each subject with reference to the consultations 
for the successive orders which have been issued, and the advices which have 
been received concerning them. I think it my duty to add, and I think I 
may do it witliout presuming too much upon the experience which I have 
acquired in the affairs of this Government, that I shall be at all times happy 
to assist any member of the Council with my communications, upon any point, 
upon which he may desire to be so informed. 

Professions of zeal and solicitude for tho public good, are too commonly 
made use of to be received with implicit credit, but I feel my own honour, and 
my own interest so intimately blended with the successful issue of the measures 
of this Government, that I may with truth and without having my declaration 
suspected, affirm, that I have not a wish even for myself which has not the 
good of the Company for its immediate object, and my own ultimately as dprived 
from it. I believe I may safely conclude the same for tho other gentlemen 
embarked with me in this great undertaking, and I have tho most thorough 
confidence in your disposition to unite with me in the prosecution of the Com- 
pany’s interests, while I with the strictest sincerity and cordiality declare, 
that nothing on my part shall be wanting to render that union effectual. 

The points which I now beg leave to submit to your consideration, are 
1st, the mode of conducting the business of the Revenue, and next, the poli- 
tical system of these provinces. 

The general mode which is at this time established for the management 
of the collections, is as follows — The Provinces are formed into six divisions, 
each comprehending several inferior districts under the direction of 
Council. These receive their orders from the Board at lar^e and report to them, 
their proceedings in a separate department called a Council of Revenue, and for 
the greater facility of dispatching business with the inhabitants, and for the 
preservation of the ancient forms and rulea of office, a Dewan or Minister of 
^he Revenue is appointed to each division, wno is joined to the Provincial Coun- 
cil, and keeps all the accounts and records of the country languages. Native 
Superintendents are also appointed to each district of the Provincial Division, 
with the title Naibs, and correspond with the Provincial Councils and Dewans. 
Tlie Dewans also transmit their accounts and proceedinjgs to an office of ancient 
Institution, lately transferred from the City of Moorshedabad to' Calcutta, 
named the Khalsa, which is under the charge of an officer entitled the Ro^- 
Toyan, who ficcasionally sits at the meeting of the Council of Bevqnue, and is 

channel of communication between the Board and the Dewans*; transmit- 
ting to the latter, the counterparts of the ordexs of the Board which are sent to 
the Provincial Councils, and receiving thier answers. The exceptions ^ this 
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general system are, the Province of Chittagong, which from its remote 
situation and small revenue has been left under the single charge of the Chief 
of the Factory, and the Districts of Pallamow and liamgur under Captain 
Garnac, and the J ungulterry of Curruchf^ore under Captain Browne. These 
may be properly termed Military Col lectors hips. They are composed of the 
wild and mountainous parts of the country, wliich have been lately reduced 
to a state of submission to Government, and require the continual presence of a 
militai^ force to keep them in subjection. The revenue which they yield is 
inconsiderable, but the possession of them is a security to tho peace of the cul- 
tivated and more civilized lands in their neighbourhood, which till their reduc- 
tion were* continually exposed to the ravnges of tho wild, and lawless people 
inhabiting them. With these Military Collectors the correspondence was car- 
ried on by the Governor only, but according to the instructions now received 
from tho Company it seems requisite that in future, it should bo conducted by 
the Council at large. 

• 

The plan of the general establishment for conducting tho Revenue, and the 
Records explaining the appointment, object, and progress of the Military Col- 
Icctorsbips will be found in the following Consultations and papers — 


No. 1. — Plan and establishment of the six Pi'ovin- 
cial Councils of Revenue and the Col*- 
lections of Chittagong. 

„ 2. — Further regulations to bo observed by these 
Councils of Revenue. 

„ 3. — Captain Carnac's letter to the Governor 
containing a narrative of the Pallamow 
and Nag pore countries, dated Ramgur, 
12th August 1774. 

,, 4. — Captain Carnac’s report of the method in 
which he has settled the revenues of 
the countries. 

„ 6. — Further report from Captain Camao of a 
settlement of these districts concluded 
for 3 years. 

„ 6. — The Council of Burdwan report tho death 
of the Rajah of Ramgur, in conse- 
quence of which his son is ordered 
down to receive the appointment of 
his father. 

„ 7. — Orders to Patna and Monghyr and Captain 
Browne relative to settling the boun- 
daries of the J ungulterry District, 

8.— Captain Brooke’s narrative and minute re- 
lating to their Districts. 

J, 9, — The Governor's letter recommending the' 
separation of the districts from under 
the Patna Council to form the line of 
the Jungulterry District. 

,, 10.— Adjustment of tlie Boundaries of the 
Bhecerboom Jungulterry lauds former- 
ly formed by the Rajah. 


1 

1 

I 

I 

J 


i 

! 

I 

J 


Consultation, 
23r(l Novr. 1773. 

Consultation, 
12th Jany. 1774. 


Consultation, 
12th Jany. 1774. 


Consultation, 
4th Jany, 1774. 

Consultation, 
3rd May 1774. 


Consultation, 
20th Sept. 1774. 


Consultation, 
4th Oct. 1774. 

Consultation, 
6th Sept. 1774. 

Consultaticfn, 
16th Oct. 1773, 


Consultation, 
30th Aug. 1774. 


I must beg leave to oonclude this subject, wlfli earnestly offering my ad- 
vice for fbe continuation of this system, in all its parts, with such alterations 
oulT as the late change in the Government has rendered indispemsibly neces- 
sary. Innovations are always attended with difficulties and inconveniences. 
Innowtions in the Revenue with a suspension of the ooUections and a cimnge 
at this of the yes* would bo particularly dangerous, as the time of the 

heavier .payments is now approaching. For the same reason, your speedy 
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determination upon the future mode of managing and collecting the Revenues 
would i)rove of essential service. 

The Court of Directors have beep advised of the formation of the estab- 
lishment, in consequence of the orders transmitted to us, in their letter of the 
7th April 1773, and tre may shortly hope to be furnished with their final deter- 
mination concerning it. I must likewise recommend the continuance of the 
separation, which was originally made of the Revenue Department, from the 
other ofliccs of the Government, as the only means by which it can be regularly 
conducted ; and as there is no Inanch of the Company’s affairs on which their 
interest so essentially depends, I propose that the Council do assemble for the 
conduct of it in the same manner as was practised by the late Council of 
Revenue. 

It will be necessary to form other subsidiary regulation for separating the 
Revenue from tlie Commercial Department, and preventing competitions be- 
tween them; and to determine what servants. shall be employed, in the Reve- 
nue branch, that the Board of Trade may be enabled to make choice from 
amongst the rest, of such as will be required for conducting the Commercial 
business. 

, The next point which I have proposed for your eon- 
Pditicai .ptem couBiderod. gi^^^ation is the political system of these provinces. 

The alliance with the Nabob Sujah Dowla, the Vizier of tlie Empire, is the 
only foreign connection in which this Government can be with propriety said to 
be engaged. This took place originally by the treaty formed by Lord Clive, at 
Allahabad, in the year 1766. 

By a new treaty with the Vizier dated the 8th September 1773, in conse- 
quence of an interview which I had with him at Benares, the monthly subsidy 
for the extraordinary expense of our forces employed in his assist/incc, was 
fixed at the sum of 2,10,000 Rupees for one Brigade, and the Provinces of Cora 
.and Allahabad ceded to him for the sum of 50 lakhs of rupees, of which 20 
lakhs were to bo immediately due, and were accordingly paid; 16 lakhs were to 
he paid at the expiration of a year, and the remaining 16 at the expiration of 
2 years. 

At the same time the Vizier had solicited the aid of our troops, to reduce 
the Rohilla Country lying on the north of his dominions between the Ganges 
and the Mount.ains of Tibet. The immediate plea for these hostiijijy^^S wSs tlte 
breach of faith, with which the Rohilla Chiefs were charged in the supplies of 
money afforded hy them to the Mahratt.as, against whom they had solicited and 
obtained the Vizier’s assistance, under a solemn engagement to ])ay him 40 lakhs 
of rupees on the departure of the Mahrattas, and for the refusiifg afterwards to 
fulfill that engagement. 

This enterprise, the design of which furnished the first occasion of my meet- 
ing with the Vi/icr, formed an article in the original draught of our treaty, but 
it was afterwards omitted at his desire and I promised that it should take place 
if it suited the affairs of the Company at any other time, when he should find 
himself in a condition to resume it. Accordingly, in the month of January 
1774, the Vizier made a formal requisition of the assistance of a Brigade of the 
, Company’s Forces, for the def.}rice of his dominions, and for the prosecution of 
his former purpose of invading the country of the Rohillas. For this service 
he engaged to pay the Company besides the stipulated monthly subsidy 40 lakhs 
of rupees when it should be concluded. 'I'he Vizier’s request was granted : the 
2nd Brigade was ordered on the service, and Colonel Champion, the provisional 
Commander-in-Chief, appointed to the command. Uaving been joined by the 
Vizier and liis troops, he entered the Rohilla borders on the 17th of April, and 
on the 23rd of the same month attacked, and. defeated the army of the Rohillas 
commanded by the Hafez Rahmat, their leader, who was killed in the action. 
This victory was decisive, no other enemy appeared in the field ; and Che Vizier 
having obtained possession of the greatest part of the country both armies 
mart:hed on the 7 th of May to the city of Bissooly where quarters weye prepared 
for them, and it was intended they should pass the rains there : but .the remain- 
ing leaders of the Rohillas having assembled forces under '-ihe 'commaiid of 
Fyzoolah Khan at Najubgur, a town on the northern frontier of the' oouni^try, 
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the Vizier apprehending their acquiring too great strength, and that the 
Mahrattas might return to interrupt the operations before they were brought 
to a conclusion, prevailed on Colonel Champion to put, the brigade again in 
motion about the latter end of July, and fo march with him against the enemy, 
although the rains were-then at their height. The troops enjoyed remarkable 
good health, and proceeded without opposition to Pottergurr ; the enemy flying 
before them to the skirts of the hills whither the combined armies have follow- 
ed them. They have lain for a considerable time within a short distance of 
each other. Colonel Champion waiting f ir orders from the Select Committee to 
pursue the enemy beyond the line to which he conceived himself limited by his 
instructions : the necessary orders were sent, and we have been for some time 
past in daily expectation of hearing that the war was brought to a conclu- 
sion, either by the attack and defeat of the enemy, or by negociation. The 
last letters from Colonel Champion which you, gentlemen, have read were dated 
the 2nd instant, and advise that PyzqplaR Khan had delivered himself up, but 
that the negociation was still continued. 

The advantages proposed from the expedition were : — Ist, an addition of ter- 
ritory and of course of wealth to the Vizier, in which the Company will always 
participate ; 2ad, the completion of the defensive line of his dominions by free- 
ing them from an inconvenient neighbour and by taking into them the whole 
space included between the Ganges and the northern mountains ; 3rd, the 
employment of a third part of our force, and a saving at the same time of its 
expenses ; and lastly, the stipulation of 40 lakhs to be paid on the conclusion of 
the undertaking. The retreat of the Mahrattas to their ancient territories, and 
the violent dissensions which had arisen in their state, were arguments strongly 
favouring the time which was chosen for beginning the war ; and the justice of 
it is sux>ported by the undoubted refusal of flafez Jiahmat to fulfil the condi- 
tions of his treaty with the Vizier ; of which the original witnessed by General 
Sir llobert Barker is in our possession. 

Many detached events, such ns the claim of the army to a share in the 
plunder of the conquered country ; the donation ottered to them by the Vizier ; 
a claim of the King Shah Allam, to a share of the conquered districts, will 
appear in the course of the correspondence between the Select Committee and 
Colonel Champion, and do not requii'e further notice in this place. 

The 2nd payment of the Treaty money for Corah and Illahabad still re- 
mained undischarged by the last advices, but orders had issued for eftecting it, 
and an English Gentleman had been appointed by the Vizier to receive and take 
charge of it, at Eyzabad, his capital. The monthly subsidy has been paid with 
sufficient exactness, at least wo have had no information to the contrary. The 
40 lakhs of rupees stipulated for the performance of the present service, I con- 
sider as now due, though the Vizier makes some objections ; but the defeat of 
Eyzoollah Khan's troops, or the conclusion of the negociation with him, has pro- 
bably by this time put the Company's right beyond dispute. There remains 
also a small balance of former accounts still unadjusted. This will constitute 
the greatest part, if not the whole, of our concerns with the Vizier, when the 
business on which we have been to this time engaged with him is concluded. I 
apprehend no difficulty in procuring payment. 

The bounds which I had prescribed to myself in this paper and which I 
have already exceeded will not admit of my entering into a discussion of the 
benefits depending on the alliance of the Company with the Vizier. These will 
appear at large on various parts of our records, to which I shall hereafter dis- 
tinctly refer. They may be reduced to the following abridgement ; a secure 
barrier, a constant occupation for a part of our army, a reduction of our Mili- 
tary expences, and an accumulating fund of future wealth. He cannot long 
subsist without our protection, and is incapable of himself of becoming an ob- 
ject of our jealousy or apprehension. 

Eor the better communication with the Vizier, and for the maintenance / 
of that confidence which is necessary to perpetuate the alliance betv^en the j 
Vizier an^ the Company, it has been judged advisable to appoint a Resident I 
at the Durbar as the immediate Agent of the Governor, with whom alone hei 
officially corresponds. The gentleman employed in that station is Mr. Nathamel 
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Middleton, witb whose discretion, integrity, and ability for the discharge of 
this trust,! have every reason to be abundantly satisfied. 

The King remains at Delhi, tl\e ancient capital of the Empire, a mere 
cypher in the administration of it. With him our connection has been a long 
time suspended, and I wish never to see it renewed, as it has proved a fatal 
drain to the wealth of Bengal, and the Treasury of the Company, without 
yielding one advantage, or possible source of even remote benefits in return. 
The tribute which he claims from the Proviiices hath been withheld -from him 
since his desertion of the Company, and his union with their natural enemies 
the Mahrattas ; and a reference has been made to the Court of Directors for their 
orders concerning the future payments of it, with eVery argument urged that 
can induce them to forbid it. 

The Mahratta State after having threatened the whole Empire with sub- 
jection, during the active administration of their Peshwa, or Acting Chief 
Mahderow, has been for this twelve month past the scene of internal distrac- 
tions which still subsist. On the death of Mahderow, his brother Narain Row 
succeeded him. He was treacherously slain, and his uncle Rogonaut Row, 
released from prison and declared Peshwa in his stead. The ministers of the 
Government to whom ho owed his elevation became the objects of his jealousy 
and acting from that impression he made them his enemies ; they formed 
a powerful combinatioo against him, set up the new-born sou of Narain Row 
in competition against him, and defeated him. He has since thrown himself 
upon the protection of Tokoojee Holkar and Mahadajee Sindia, two Chiefs of 
consideration, who were lately in the party of Ids opponents. The leaders of 
this opposition, Sookoram Bolboo, the principal Minister Ganjaboy, the mother 
of the Paishwas Alahaderow and Narain Row, Sheebajee Bonscla, the Chief of 
Berar, and the Nabob Nizam Alii. The two last may be rather considered as 
auxiliaries ; Moodajee, the brother of Sheebajee, was on the side of Ragonaut 
Row, till his defeat. Both the brothers are now in Berar. The last letter from 
Mr. Mostyn, the Resident at Poonah, dated the 22nd August, explains the state 
of these disputes to that period. They seem yet likely to be of longer duration 
and whenever concluded will probably leave the prevailing party too weak to 
undertake any plan of remote conquest, for some time at least to come ; of 
course, we have no cause to approheud any disturbances from the Mahrattas 
during the present season. 

The Province of Berar, on the south and west sides of the provinces, merits 
from that ciansideration, and from the power and independency of its rulers, a 
distinct consideration. The present Chief Shawbajee Bousela, is the brother of 
the late JanUojee Bonsela, who, for many years past enjoyed IJie sovereignty 
of the cquiitry. His brothers are Moodajee, who has been already mentioned 
in this narrative, and Bimhajee. The latter possesses little other consequence 
besides that which he derives from the credit of his family. The two other 
brothers have been long at variance, hut by the mediatiou and authority of 
Derriaboy, the widow of Janoojee, and a woman of great spirit and reputed 
ibility, prevented them from carrying their animosities to violent extremes. 
Their being engaged in opposite factions of the Mahratta State is not a certain 
proof of their mutual enmity, it being (as I understand) a policy not uncom- 
monly practised among the Mahrattas, for the same family to take different 
sides in Civil dissensions with a view to its aggrandisement. While I was at 
Benares the last year, a Vakeel from Shawbajee Bonsela arrived at that place 
with a letter addressed to me by that Chief, and attended me in Calcutta till 
the month of September last when he received his dismission to return to his 
master, in consequence of orders received for that purpose. The purport of 
Shawbajee’s letter and the verbal propositions made to me by his Vakeel, was 
to solicit the friendship and alliance of this Gevemment, to which I have repli 3 d 
in such terms as were most likely to encourage him to nearer advances, if he 
has formed any designs, which may make it strongly his interest to court the 
friendship of the Company, He is descended from the ancient Rajahs of 
Satara. The present Rajah is called Ram Rajah. He has no children. It 
is worthy of remark and may serve to convey some idea of the instability of 
the present Government of the Mahrattas that it is exercised through two sub- 
ordinate gradations. The Rajah in whose name all orders of the State are issued 
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is deprived of all authority. The Peshwah or Prime Minister, is an infant of 
nine months old ; and the actual Minister or Regent who exercises the legal 

J )ower of both is a man deriving his authority solely from the combination of a 
ew wealthy individuals. From this divided state of the Mahratta Empire, and 
the interests and pretensions of the several competitors for power amongst them, 
great political advantages may perhaps be attained to the Company to which 
the present united system of the Company’s establishments in India is well cal- 
culated to contribute. 

(Sd.) WARREN HASTINGS. 


The following letters addressed to the Select Committee having been received from Colonel 
Champion are now read and recorded. 

Gentlemen, — I had the honour of addressing you under date the 15th 
_ , , and by duplicate the 18th. I then informed you that 

His Excellency was very solicitous to re-establisn 
friendship with Fyzoollah Khan, his endeavours through his own people failed. 
Fyzoollah addressed me by letter, saying he was willing to come and pay his 
respects to, and adjust matters with the Vizier, but that ho was apprehensive his 
effects might be laid hands on in his absence. He offered 25 lakhs per annum to 
the Vizier and to perform other conditions, if His Excellency would give him 
the Roliillah country (I believe understood to bo exclusive of Zabita Klian’s). 
Having sent the letter to the Vizier, he wrote me to make an offer in his name 
to Fyzoollah of a Jagbere of 10 lakhs annually in Rohilcund, and to let him 
hold the remainder of the country as a renter, if they could at meeting agree 
on the terms ; provided that Fyzoollah gave up half his treasure and only kept 
two or three thousand Rohillas for his guard : the rest to be received into the 
Nabob’s service and to be employed elsewhere. I complied with His Excel- 
lency’s request. Fyzoollah’s answer is not yet arrived. As you will no doubt be 
desirous of receiving frequent advices of the state of matters, whilst the army 
is at such a distance, I have troubled you with this information of what has 
passed since ray last. I have the pleasure to add that the troops continue 
healthful and that I am with all due respect, &c. . 


Camv Mohanpore, 
S4th i^eptember, 1774. 


(Sd.) A. CHAMPION. 


Fort William, the 26th October 1774. 

At a Council, present: 

Secret Dept. The Hon’blb Warren Hastings, Governor General, 
Wednesday. Lieut. General Joun ClAvering. 

The Hon’blb George Monson. 



Richard Baewell, Esq. 

Philip Francis, Esq. 

The Governor judges it proper to enter the following dissent and protest 
against the appointment of the Commanding Officer of 
TheGovernor'.diswnfc t^eat with the Vizicr in 

the room of Mr. Middleton. ^ 

I dissent from this resolution and protest against the consequences, which 
may attend it, because it cuts off all communication between the Government 
and the Vizier, but thro’ the channel of the Commander of the Army, which is 
contrary to the Article of the Company's instructions, because it gives the 
Commander of the Army the power of deciding in all cases of difference between 
himself and the Vizier, and hv so declared a p_roqLoL^i^HgLalejiCfl-<y^ 
Military infl uence, inevitab ly tends to dissol^ the alli^ce-,^5?ee9 tlm..UMn. 
^ny and ’ V who can hope for no redress, from an appeal to the Govern- 
menfcmJ“musl therefore either submissively acquiesce m eve^ 

Military Commander, however violent, or seek for a remedy in other alliances. 
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By the system hitherto established, the control of the Board has been suffi- 
cient to restrain the power of the Military .Commander from every dangerous 
excess, had he been disposed to make that ill use of it, and the Vizier was freed 
from every apprehension of the kind hy his reliance on the interposition of the 
Governor, to whom he had an immediate appeal. To whomsoever this danger- 
ous trust may be delegated, which is now given to the officer who may chance 
to be in the Command at the time that the orders of the Council may reach 
the army, I declare that I cannot consistently with my duty admit his advices 
as authentic, since it is his interest to conceal from the knowledge of the 
Council every circumstance and transaction, which, if known, might subject 
liis conduct to blame, or oppose any design which his ambition, his interest, or 
prejudice might dictate. 

The Board have been pleased to complement me with the nomination of 
the person who should succeed Mr. Nathaniel Middleton in his office, and I 
have declined it, because I foresaw in his removal the resolution to throw all 
power and trust into the hands of the Milithry Commander ; the proposal was 
actually made to this effect before the intimation of any reference to my 
choice, and with so recent an instance of my own agent recalled without a 
single proof or suspicion alleged of his misconduct I did not choose to expose 
any other person whom 1 should recommend to the hazard of suffering the same 
causeless disgrace. 

(Sd) WARREN HASTINGS. 


Eort William, the 28th October 1774;. 

# 

At a Council, present; 

Secret Dept. The Hon*ble Warren Hastings, Governor General, Presidents 
Friday. Lieut. General John Clavering. 

The Hon’ RLE Georoe Monson. 

Richard Barwell, Esq. 

Philip Francis, Esq. 

The book of Standing Orders upon the table. 

Head and approved the Consultation of the 26 th instant. ^ 

The Governor in conformity to his declaration in the minute, which be en- 
The corroapondence laid tcred on the last Consultation, now lays before the Board 
beioie the Board. several Original letters, from Colonel Champion 

and Mr. Middleton to him, and copies of his letters to the latter, and he 
acquaints the Board that copies of hit? letters to the former of these gentlemen, 
are preparing, and shall also be laid before the Board. 

Ordered that all the abovementioned letters be entered in a book apart, in 
regular order, to be transmitted as customary to the Court of Directors. 

The Geneml, Colonel Monson, and Mr. Francis now deliver in the follow- 
ing protest against the Governor’s refusal to give up the whole of his corres- 
pondence with Colonel Champion and Mr. Middleton, agreeable to their intima- 
tion at last meeting. 

Our reasons for protesting, as we now do, against the Governor Generars 
The General, Colonel refusal to communicate to tliis Board, the whole of his 
Monson and Mr. Francis pro- original correspondence with the Company’s Resident 

the Vizier’s Darbar, and with the Commander-in- 
Chief of the Company’s forces, employed in the expedition against the Rohilla^i, 
we founded upon those which induced us to concur in the motion -made by 
General Clavering, and approved of by a majority of the Board, for obtaining a 
communication of the above correspondence. We beg leave to state those 
reasons to the Board. 

M f o'lr arrival at Fort William the first material intelligence that came 

Deiore us, concerning the state of the Company’s affairs, was, that one-thi)^ of 
120 
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their military^ force was actually employed, under the command of Sujah 
Powlah, not in defending his territories against invasion, but in assisting him 
to subdue an independent state, and uniting it to his own dominions. Inquir- 
ing further into facts and examining the proceedings of ‘the late President and 
Council, as far as the shortness of the time and immediate pressure of other 
business would permit us, we found that the reduction of the Rohillas was com- 
pleated, and that our army about the beginning of this month, was stationed 
upon the skirts of the Miountains of Tibet, at a place so distant from our fron- 
tier, and so considerably to the north of Delhi that it is not comprehended in 
any of the ordinary maps of Indostan. We shall not now enter into the politi- 
cal arguments by which such a measure may be arraigned or defended. It is 
siifELcient for the purpose of the present protest, that the measure itself carries, 
upon the faee of it, a manifest violation of all those principles of policy which 
we know have been established by the highest authority, and till now univer- 
sally admitted (even by the late President and Council themselves) as the basis 
of the Company’s Councils in the«administration of their affairs in India. In- 
volved therefore in this contradiction between facts and principles, and fore^^ 
seeing the immediate necessity to which we might be reduced of adopting or 
departing from the political system, in which the late President and Council 
have engaged the Company, wo thought it our duty to enquire minutely into 
every transaction, record, correspondence or other documents which had relation 
to that system. From that enquiry and from the information laid before us by 
the Governor General, it appea rs that the assistance now given to Sujah 
I^wlah is not founded upon any specific treaty, between him and the Com- 
pany, tliat it aris es from a verbal agreement .only, which the late President 
entered into with him, at their conference, at Benares ; that, with respect to 


the terms of the agreement, the only authority to which either party can ap- 
peal, is contained In a letter from the Vizier to the late President : and thatjtbe 
active measures, which have followed from that ^reement, were adopted by 
t^laJe'ICounciT with the greatest reluctance. ^ this situationjjother lights 
into the nature of the negociations and engagements with Sujah Dow la, beyond 
^Tny that wc have yet received, are undoubtedly necessary to direct our judg- 
ment. Wc think a complete communication of the original correspondence be- 
tweeii the late Pi’esident and the Company's Resident at the Darbar, and the 
Commandcr-in- Chief of the Company's troops now in the field, indispensihly 
requisite for the information of the Board. The Governor General has declined 
laying before us that complete correspondence for reosons which do not appear 
to us to be satisfactory. The. Court of Directors in their letter of the 23rd; 
March. 137 . 0 ,.. have laid down a positive rule, concerning the Governor’s separate 
'correspondence, which evidently applies to the present case. It is therein 
orde red that. “*The Governor singly shall correspond with the country powers, 
but all letters, before they shall be by him sent, must be communicated to the 
other members of the Select Committee, and receive their approbation, and 
also all letters whatever which may he received by the Governor, in answer 
to, or in the course of his correspondence, shall likewise be laid before the 
said Select Committee for their information and consideration.” JBesideathis 
particular order of the Court of Directors, which we are bound to consider as a 
standing instruction to the Board, we think _it inconsistent with Uie general 
principles of a free Government, that the Chief of any Council shall carry on 
a correspondence with the Ministers or officers of the Government, in- 

d'e^Menl of "the Council, and much more that he should be at liberty to refuse 
to Mie Council a communication of that correspondence when required by them. 
ITira“kincr6f trust, which in our judgment cannot, with safety, be vested m 
any individual. It tends to convert a public Minister and officer, employed 
and paid by the State, into a private agent, which in fact, the present J^sident 
at the Vizier’s Court, is described to be, not only by the Governor Generm 
himself in the course of our debases ou this subject, but by his minute delivered 
in to the ‘Board on the 26th instant; and by the Select Committee in their 
letter to Colonel Champion, dated the 23rd May 1774. It tends to lessen the 
diirnitY of the Board and to render the appointment of the present Governor 
and Council unnecessary. For these and other weighty reasons it appears to 
ns, that we should not acquit ourselves of the duty, which we owe to the 
Hoiv'ble Court of Directors and to the East, India Company, if we did not 
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solemnly protest against the Governor General’s conduct m refusing the com- 
munication requested of him by the Bowd. as a refusal not founded upon 
right, and against all the consequences which may attend our not being fur- 
nished by him mth sufficient lights to inform and direct us to the outset of 
our administration. 


(Sd.) J. CLAVEEING. 
GEO. MONSON. 
P. FRANCIS. 


The General proposes the following questions for the deliberation of the 
Board : — 

Ut. — That ^e demand for the 40 lakhs from.the Vizier bo repeated, and 

The GeiJirS proposes quos- that Oolonel Champion, or the offvjer command- 

tione. ing the 2nd Brigade, be instructed to that effect. 

— That the Colonel or Comnjanding Officer be also instructed to 
make a demand for such further payments as may be duo 
from the Vizier on receiving these instructions, and to liqui- 
date whatever accounts may be unsettled with him at the time. 

3rd. — That he be further instructed that although he is to make an 
immediate demand for the whole 40 lakhs, and for such other 
payments as may be duo at that time, yet, if ho finds 
that it is impossible for the Vizier to comply with the -^^hole 
of these demands, he is to receive what can be allowed in ready 
nnonej, and settle a kistbundee with him for the remainder, the 
su^m to be received in ready money not to be less than 20 lakhs 
and the rest to be payable, at different periods, within 12 
months ? 

4th. That the Colonel or Commanding Officer be further instructed 

that in case the Vizier shall refuse to comply, with these de- 
mands he_ is, .to enter a. protest against him, declaring that the 
Company have fulfilled all their engagements with him a.nd 
within 14 days after the receipt of these instructions tftjetire 
with the army under his Command, and withdraw it into the 
Company’s territories ? 

5th. — That further orders be sent to Colonel Champion, or the Offiqpr 
Commanding the Brigade, that afte r having finished the nego- 
tiations for the money now due he do imm.ediately withdraw 
the whole of the forces under his command within the Jimits 
Qf^theJErovinceof -Qude, and that unless the Vizier should re- 
qu&e the continuance of the troops for the defence of his 
original dominions with the Provinces of Cora and Illahabad 
he returns with them to the cantonment of i^inapore ? 

6th. — Tha.t Colonel Champion or the Commanding Officer, on quitting 
tile Vizier, shall acquaint him that the Governor General and 
Council propose to appoint a person to reside at his Court, and 
to declare that they mean to adhere strictly to the Treaties of 
Illahabad and Benares, till the pleasure of the Court of Direc- 
tors regarding the latter be known ? 

7th. — That he be further instructed, that if he should apprehend any 
difficulty or danger in his retreat, that then he should suspend 
his declaration and take the best means in his power for the 
preservation of the army and advise the Board immediately 
of his situation ? 

To bo conoidered and deter- Ordeebd that each individual member of the Board 
mined next CounoU day. be f umislied with a copy of these propositions in order 

to consider of it. 

Aobbbd that the Board come to a determination upon them' at the next 
meeting. 

133 
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Port William, t^e 3rd November 1774. 

At a Council,, present : 

Secret Dept. The Hon’blg Warren Dastings, Governor General, President. 
Priday. Dibut. General John Clavbrino. 

Richard Barwell, Esq. 

Philip Francis, Esq. 

Colonel Monson, indisposed. 

Bead and approved the Consultation of the 31 et October. 

Received a letter from Colonel Champion as followeth— 

Colonel Champion proposes GENTLEMEN,— I encloso a copy of my address of last 

leaving the army at itamgaut. night, with duplicate of tho agreements therein referred 

to. 

The army counter-marched a short way this morning ; when the Rohillas, 
discharged from the service of Pyzoollah Khan, shall have left their fortresses 
and have crossed the Ganges, I purpose to station the Brigade, at, or near Ram- 
gaut till your further pleasure is known : but as I hope embark on my way 
to the Presidency, before the end of this month, the temporary command of tho 
army will devolve to Colonel Gallivy. 

Gamp near Lanporb, I have the honor to he &c., 

October 9th 1774. (Sd.) A. CHAMPION. 


The Governor gives in the following narrative to the Board, and a copy of 
™ ^ i Ibe instructions which he delivered to Captain Brooke 

The Governor 8 Minute. i • i a . i* -n i i nii /"**■! , 

on Ills departure lor Pyzabad. The Governor also sub- 
mits to the Board drafts of three letters which have been prepared : one to the 
Vizier, one to Nudjuff Khan, and one to Rajah Chut Sing in consequence of 
this appointment of Captain Brooke, to advise them of the same. 


The conquests which the Vizier has lately made in the Doab, affording a t 
, . strong presumption that he might be soon engaged iu: 

overnoi snana i\e. hostilities with the Mahrattas whom he had dispossess-^ 

ed— an event which would have been productive of troublesome consequences 


had it taken plqce during the continuance of the war with the Rohillas, — it 
occurred to me *that a small partizan corps under tho command of an active andi 
experienced English officer would prove of essential service to the Vizier oiijl 
such an occasion, the more specially, as the Vizier had lately dismissed tho 
French officers whom he had engaged in liis service for the purpose of employ- 


ing them in such parts as lay without the line of the operations of our army. 
I therefore directed Captain Brooke, an officer well known to the Hon’ble Court 
of Directors, for his general merit and abilities, but more particularly in that 
kind of military service, to proceed with all expedition to the army in the field 
and gave him a letter to the Vizier to establish such a corps, and em- 
ploy Captain Brooke for the command of it. The Vizier much approved of the 
proposition, but the continued disturbances of the Mahrattas, having prevented 
them from renewing their attempts on that quarter, he proposed to appoint 
Captain Brooke to the command of a part of his forces which were (employed) 
with Ned jiff Khan to be formed and employed in the manner which I Ixad re- 
commended. Ned jiff Khan himself having, in a letter I received from hirn, 
expressed an equal wish for thia measure, I submit it to the Board for their 
approval, offering it as my opinion that it cannot fail to produce some advan- 
tages whatever bo the event of affairs in those parts, by confirming the fidelity 
aiS attachment of Nedjiff Khan, which may be of essential use in obviating any 
adverse dMigns of the King or of his confidential Minister, Abdel Abed Cawn, 
by affording the means of a powerful check and division to the Mahrattas 
should they again invade the Doab. My instructions to Captain Brooke, which 
I now lay before the Board, will further explain the nature and objrat of this 
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recommendation, and if approved may serve for the substance of tbe orders^ 
which it will he necessary that he now receive from the Council. 

(Sd.) WARREN HASTINGS. 


To Captain Brooke. 

Sir, — You arc immediately to proceed with all expedition to join the army 
in the field. On your arrival in Camp you will wait upon Colonel Champion and 
deliver my letters ; a duplicate of one is already sent by the Dauks, so that you 
will find him fully acquainted with my intentions respecting you. I also give 
you a letter for the Vizier to be delivered to him, in person, when you have ob- 
tained Colonel Champion’s permission to wait upon him for that purpose. 

I have in these letters strongly recommended you to command a partizan 
party, composed entirely of the Vizier’s troops, to act separately from his army 
wherever he may think proper to employ them. The plan drawn out by your- 
self contains my general ideas of the nature of the service on which you may 
bo employed, and the quarter wherein it occurs to me, your services may be 
most materially useful to the Vizier. You will mention these proposals to him 
as the proper measures which the present situation of . his alTairs suggested to 
me, but he will be fetter able to determine on the spot, how far they or other 
operations may be eligible. You will also be pleased to lay your plan before 
Colonel Champion for his instructions and advice, and you will pay proper 
attention to whatever he may recommend either in the execution of it, qf any 
other service you may undertake. 

If the Vizier should not have occasion for your services in the manner 
proposed, the option will rest with you whether to return to the Presidency 
immediately or remain with the army untill you hear from me ; in the latter case 
I need not suggest to you the offer of your services to Colonel Champion in 
whatever manner he may choose to employ you. But, if the Vjzier (as I ex- 
pect he will) should embrace the opportunity of employing you in the manner 
pointed out, you will consider yourself as immediately under his command, and 
it will bojiecessary you should appear, as much as possible, rather an. ofidceiLpf 
hi^arn^ than belonging to the English troops’^ because the scene of your service 
will be beyond the limit prescribed for the operations of our army. You will re - 
ceiye your instructions from the Vizier, and fulfil to the utmost of your ability 
his intentions for which he will furnish you with an adequate force. As you will 
be employed on partizan service, you can only receive orders of a general 
nature, rather expressing the service to be performed than the mode of effect- 
ing it, which must be left to your own discretion, and a latitude of action given 
you for this purpose, because most probably you will be employed at a distance 
from the army. I recommend Colonel Champion to point out the propriety of 
these circumstances to the Vizier and to obtain for you a a^ifficient force to 
render effectual service. You will therefore submit these instructions to the 
Colonel’s perusal. 

Notwithstanding, you are as much as possible to be considered as uncon- 
nected with the English army, and under the orders and in the employment of 
the Vizier, yet yjou will be punctual in your communication^ and attention to 
Colonel Champion while he remains with the army, and if he should think 
proper to send you any positive order you are implicitly to obey it. It will be 
his care to avoid sending you any orders which might clash .with those you 
receive from the Vizier. I shall expect your correspondence on every subject 
you think worthy of my information. 

I wish you success and remain Sus., 

(Sd.) WARREN HASTINGS. 


Tl^.Bf»ard, although Captain Brooke’s appointment dbes not exactly coin- 
cide with the system they wish to adopt of a mera defensive assistwee on our 
^rt, to the Vizier, yet, as the Governor’s credit is in a manner pledged to the 
Vizier for his appointment, they acquiesce in it, and trust in Captain Brooke’s 
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discretion for acting with prudence and caution in the exercise of his command, 
and they approv e of the Govern or Ge neral’s instructions to him. It is there- 
fore agreed thatlHe letters be accordingly "drawn out and sent, and that they 
he entered in the Book of Country Correspondence. 


Read the following letter from Chandemagore — 

Chandernagore, October 30lhf 17 74. 

Gentlemen, — I have received the letter you did me the honour to write 
Chandernaporo congratu- to me, the 30th of tliis month, and no one can be more 
late the new Government. Sensible of your klndncss of informing me of the nomi- 
nation that the Government of Great Britain has been pleased to make, of a 
Governor General and four Councillors to form a Supreme Council at Calcutta. 
Accept these, Gentlemen, my sincere congratulations on the choice that has heen 
made of every one of you to fill these posts of honour ; it is a public proof of your 
merit and of the justice of your Government, in recompensing it. I cannot 
sufficiently thank you, Gentlemen, for tlie desire you have (and which you so 
well express) to contribute all that lays in your power to promote a harmony 
and good understanding between the two Governments here and to assist all our 
operations in trade. You may be assured that you will always find in mo the 
same disposition, and that I shall always be ready to anticipate everything 
that can promote this end. For my part I know of nothing more disagreeable 
than pational disputes and the greatest satisfaction that I can receive will be to 
see tliat all subjects that may give rise to them are carefully avoided ; this is 
not impossible ; I even imagine it easy, and the sentiments you have made 
appear, have already inspired me with hopes. 

I have the honour to be &€., 

(Sd.) CnEVALIER. 


The General now delivers in his minute on the subject of the propositions 
debated at the last meeting agreeably to what ho then promised as follows — 

When I submitted this proposition to the Board I did not expect an oppo- , 
- , ™ . , . . sition would be made to it on the part of the Governor 

on the piopositioue at last General, and still less could I imagine, he would have 
Council. deemed that measure a violation of public faith which 

in effect is the result of his own opinion. I was glad to have his authority for 
a measure whidh so perfectly coincides with my own opinion, that however we 
may differ in opinion with respect to the validity of tlie engagement itself with 
the Vizier, yet it pleased mo much to find that I had still sufficient lights before 
me in the corsespondence, which we have been only permitted to sec, to form 
my judgment on the performance of the stipulations of the engagement on the 
part of the Company, and consequently to determine the right of withdrawing 
'the troops. The latoi®esident, in his letter of the 16th July, has been very 
explicit on the doubtful point of the engagement, whether or not the clmm to 
the 40 lakhs was then due, and whether the continuance of the troops in the 
Vizier's service afterwards was independent or not of the right to the 40 lakhs. 
He says, “ I cannot admit of the construction the Vizier puts on the agreement^i 
that every condition specified in the letter must be accomplished before 
tho payineiit becomes due/* It adds tliat the wliole country of the Roliillas 
lying within the boundary, which originally formed the compass of our oper- 
ations, is, according to my conception, wholly and entirely his, the Vizier s. He 
thereupon orders Mr. Middleton to insist on the right to the 40 lakhs in ready 
money; and acquaints him that tKe continuance of the Brigade afterwards witli 
the Vizies must be considered as an indulgence. 

This is the late President’s own expression, and as I cannot conceive that 
an act of indulgence of the late administration can bo deemed a right by the 
enjoymonf of it since the 10th July. I flatter myself that the Govoinor Gene- 
ral upon reconsidering his sentiments at that period, will think liimself not 
justifl^ in the imputation he has laid on the Members of the Board who have 
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been concerned in the proposition for withdrawing the troops out of the country 
of the Rohillas. 

However, it has been objected that the Vizier may be offended at the exer- • 
cise of this rij?ht at present : I should think that not possible, if Mr. Middleton 
has done his duty in communicating to him the late President’s sentiments, 
and making liim understand how he has enjoyed an indulgence he was rftt 
entitled to. If ho has any gratitude he will be sensible of the favour he 
has received, jind will, at the assurances Colonel Champion is now ordered to 
give him of the resolution of this now Government, maintain inviolably the 
treaties wliicli the Company has with him for the mutual protection of their 
respectiv^e ancient possessions. 

Mr. FranciH- minute on the Mr. Francis also delivers in the following minute on 
propuyitioiib of last Council, the SaiUG SUbjcct whioll Ug prODlised £lt tllC IclSt CoUIlCll. 

On the General’s 4tli projiosition. 

With respect to the fourth article of the instructions now proposed to be 
given to Colonel Champion, or the Commanding Officer of the 2ud Brigade, and 
in answer to the ohjectioiis made to it by Mr. Barwell and the Governor Gene- 
ral, I must declare that I am at a loss to comprehend how a demand for money, 
long since acknowledged to he due, but of which no part has yet been paid, 
ican be offensive to .the Vizier, if his intentions be as sincere and upright as 
they arc represented. The mere claim of a debt does not of itself imply any 
jdoubt oi’ suspicion of tlic honesty of the debtor, and since we have on our side 
'fulfilled! the conditions, which “entitle us to make the demand, I think we 
should be guilty of a breach of duty to the Comiiany if we did not repeat and 
insist upon it, until it should be comjdied with. I do not expect that the Vizier 
will act so injhdieious a part as to give a plain direct negative to so regular 
and just a requisition. If he sliould, I consider the base retreat of our army 
into our own territories, in consequence of such refusal, as the mildest and 
least vindictive measure that can be adopted by this Government. In return 
to so gross a breach of faith, I do not see how it is possible for us to act with 
greater moderation. This however is a case, which may rather be supposed 
than expected. From the character given of the Vizier not only by Colonel 
Champion, but by Mr. Middleton (wliom Mr. Barwell is pleased to call the 
Public jLgent of the former Government, notwithstanding he has been repeated- 
ly described and acknowledged as the private Agent of the late President), it 
seems more probable that he will endeavour to elude or protract the execution 
of his engagements than that he will plainly and absolutely, refuse to comply 
with them. The conditions which the late Government have unfortunately 
suffered him to prescribe to them, considered merely as the terras of a contract 
(for I do not now mean to insist in a political view, upon the danger and dis- 
honour of submitting to such condition) are so loose and unguarded, that they 
will always furnish him with a pretence for referring the payment of the forty 
lakhs, to a future day. In his letter to the President, whiph we are told has a 
sanction equal to the most solemn treaty, and which in fact is the only authen- 
tic document wc have to appeal to, he declares, “ That he is the master in these 
affairs and that the troops shall never quit his service untill he shall voluntarily 
dismiss them.” If we recall the Brigade without his consent, or if we confine 
its operation within any limits disagreeable to him or inconsistent with his pro- 
fjects, he will of course appeal to his letter and tell us, that since we do not 
adhere to the engagement prescribed to us in one part of the^letter, he is not 
bound to fulfil the conditions stipulated in the other. If we have the Brigade 
with him, and suffer it to he employed aa he thinks proper (which I presume 
could never be intended without any limitation of time or service) he may 
still express an apprehension that when he has paid the money th^ troops will 
be withdrawn, and therefore that ho cannot . safely part with so considerable 
a sum, until he himself shall have granted them their dismission. By this 
way of reasoning, which in my opinion may well be supported by the' terms of 
his letter, tlic payment of the 40 lakhs is ipade to depend upon an act, which 
depends upon his own pleasure, and consequently may be deferred aine die. 
By the late President’s letter to him of the 18th July last, it appears this is the 
construction which the Vizier himself then put upon the . agreement. In his 
answer to Colonel Champion’s first demand of the 40 lakhs he says that ** when 
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the English troops have concluded his business, and he thinks proper to dismiss 
them, he will at the time of dismissing them give them the sum of 40 lakhs of 
rupees according to his agreement.*’ But even at this moment both Mr. 
Barwell and the Governor General evidently consider the success of the demand 
as united with the continuance of the troops in their present situation, when 
^ey allege that the recall of the Brigade may furnish the Vizier with a plea 
fror refusing to pay the 40 lakhs, notwithstanding they acknowledge the money 
to he due, independently of the Brigade quitting or’ continuing in his service : 
but they have not yet asserted, in writing at least, that it ought to bo continued 
in his service for ever. 


With respect to tlm Company’s, being hound to guarantee this newly con* 
qugred country. Vizier, and to support him in the possession of it, I 
differ widely though \^th all tlio respect and deference which I owe Mr. Bar- 
well, from the formal opinion delivered hy him, that “ the preserving to the 
Vizier the possession of the Domain lately acqnired by him is as much an obli- 
gation upon the present Governraeht, as the securing to him any otluu* jjart of 
his dominions, and that it is equally within the sj)irit of the defensive treaty, 
aaif it had been specifically named therein.” I am happy to find that so dan- 
gerous an obligation is not among the burthens imposed upon the Company hy 
their servants. It -is not stipulated nor in any manner intiiuaied in the Viziex’’s 
letter. If such a guarantee had been expected hy him he would not have failed 
to have made his claim to it clear and secure hy a specilit? tirtiele, or at least hy 
a reference to those formal treaties, by w^hich the Company is hound to assist 
him in the defence of his other possessions. It appear s to me that,, in the late 
expedition, we haye assisted him in a rank not so high as even that of alliance, 
fife pays~us~a subsidy for tbe biro of our troops, and if the projected conquest 
takes place, he promises us a share in the plunder. We do not enquire into nor 
think ourselves concerned in the justice of the cause iu which tbe tx’oops are to 
act. They march at his I’equisition and are solely under his command. When 
the object of tbe expedition is obtained, the sum which he engages to pay in 
return for their service becomes due. Beyond the completion of that service, I 
do not find that tho late Government have ventured to involve the Company, at 
least hy any engagements that have yet come to our knowledge. All our advices^ 
agree in saying that the Chiefs of the Rohillas have capitulated with the Vizier, 
and that tho reduction of the Rohilla Country is comph*ated. I do not therefore 
see tho least pretence for continuing the Brigade iu its i^reseut station unless it* 
be to assist him in making furtlicr conquests. 

My first general argument for agreeing to tho fifth proposition is, that it is 
^ eti. -i.- strictly conformable to the sentiments and injunctions of 

proposijon. Court of Directors deliberately and repeatedly, though 

very ineffectually communicated to their servants, 'they have approved of the 
engagement to assist the Vizier in the defence of the possessions guaranteed to 
him hy the treaty of Illahahad in case they should he attacked, and at present 
I have no reason toirsuppose that they will be averse from exiendipg that engage- 
ment to the possessions which he has lately acquired hy tho pacifie title of a 
purchase. On the other hand they have most expressly and uniformly and on the 
soundest principles of policy, reprobated the idea of engaging with him in schemes 
of conquest, or of suffering their troops to be employed in distant expedition?. 
I am not surprised that this consideration should have had w'eight w'ith the 
Governor General, who in his letter to Sujah Dowlah, of the 26tli November 
1773, confesses “that the order of his superiors are peremptory, not to suffer 
their arms to be carried beyond the line of their own boundaries or those of his 
Excellency, their ally.” But I must confess my astonishment at the declara- 
tion made Jjy Mr. Barwell that he “ sees no reason why the troops should be 
debarred a^ng, if necessary, in securing to the Vizier his late acquisitions. 

I presume it was not considered by Mr. Barwell, to whose opinion I pay a 
sincere, and unaffected deference, that the Vizier is to be the sole judge of the 
necessity and of the mode of employing the troops in his defence : and that it 
he shbuld declare that his late conquest can not otherwise be secured, than ty 
their oontmuing to he stationed upon the skirts of the Mountains of iibet.^ we 
must yield to his judgment and assist him in that mode which he shall tliinK 
most advisable, and most for the benefit of his own affairs. This appears to me, 

to he the amount and result of all the arguments urged against our agreeing to 
_ 0 2 
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the fifth article. In my opinion they lead inevitably to this conclusion : If at 
this tirae, the recall of our troops is to be c.onsidered as a brcac]^ of faitb-Jsith 
the ^izier I wait with anxiety to be informed at what time ani^in wJialLCiE? 
cumstanco the recall o_^our troops without his consent, will not be a hceach. 
of faitTf" with him. He has told us in plain terms, that without his dismis- 
sion the English army shall never go,” and we, it seems, by the acceptance of 
his letter, liavp given it the sanction of the most solemn treaty. Tor my owli 
,part I do not scruple to declare, that if this extravagant engagement had been 
ratified in all the forms, by which public treaties arc usually authenticated, but 
none of w'hich have been observed upon the present occasion, I should reject it 
with disdain. The reasons I have stated are alone very sufficient to induce me 
to agree to the 6th article of General Clavering's proposition. I shall add how- 
ever as the most urgent and instant motive of my assent, that as long as we 
suffer one third of the Company's forces to be stationed in the Hohillah Country 
at the disposal of the Vizier, whose own troops by the returns amount to above 
a hundred thousand men, we leave that ccnsiderable portion of our strength 
lu a great measure at his mercy, and hazard the safety of the State. 

(Sd.) P. FRANCIS. 

4th November 1774. 


Fort William, the 7th November 1774i. 

At a CoUNCIIi, PRESENT ; 

Secret Dept. Tfie Hon’blb Warren Hastings, Governor General, President. 
Monday. Lieut. General John Clavering. 

RiCHARn BARWELL, E8(J[. 

Philip Francis, Esq. 

Colonel Monson, indisposed. 

Ordered that it be translated and laid before the Board. 

The Governor lays before the Board two bags, one containing one hundred 
Tho President offers his ^nd forty-six gold mohurs, tlie other containing three 
nuzzurH to be carried to the hundred and twenty- SC ven rupees of different sorts 
Company’s credit. whicli were presented to him in nuzzurs by different 

persons from the 1st August to tho 31st October. Ha has not thought it proper 
to discontinue the custom hut has accepted the presents on the behalf of the 
Company, moaning to deliver for their use at the end of each month the sums 
so received by him in the course of it, which in his opinion will be preferable 
to an abrupt rejection of such offers, which are intended by* immemorial usage, 
as pledges of respect and submission, and accepted as an implied assurance of 
protection. 

He submits his intention in this respect to the judgment of the Council 
and will readily correct it, if they shall deem the subject of so much import- 
ance as to prescribe a general rule of conduct more conformable to the design 
and letter of the last Act of Parliament. 

Ordered that the money be sent to the cash and carried in account to the 
Recoiled into the cash. Company's credit under the head of nuzzurs, and that 

whatever sums may be hereafter tendered 1^ the Gov- 
ernor, be received and credited in the same manner. • 

Tho General conceiving it to he the intention of the legislatu{>e, that the 

The General’s opinion on this. Covpnor General and members of the Council should 

receive no presents either from the Indian powers or 
any persons whatever, be has strictly complied since his arrival here, both with 
the spirit and the letter of the Act of Parliament and has accordingly returned 
all the presents which have been made to him. 

Mr. Francis’ opinion on this. delivers bis opinion on this subject in 

the following words. 
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I have not yet received nor do I intend to accept of any nazir or present 
whatsoever. The prohibition in the. Act of Parliament appears tome so strict 
that 1 think no choice is left my own discretion. This however is a ])oint on 
which every gentleman will judge for himself, and I do not mean to imi>uto 
the least impropriety to any opinion that may differ from mine on this sixbject. 

(Sd.) P. FRANCIS. 

• 


Port William, the 8th November 1774). 

At a. Councitj, prksknt : 

Secret Dept. The IXon’blb Waurei^ Hastings, Governor Genei-al, President. 
Tuesday. Dieut. General John Clav eking. 

Richard Barwell^ Esq. 

Philip Francis, Esq. 

Colonel Monson, indisposed. 

The President gives in the following proposition for the consideration of 
the Board. 

The Governor recommends that t he clause in the late instructions given to 

the Commander of the Army requiring liim to withdraw 
The Governor s proposition, Brigade into tlio Province of Oude after payment 

or security obtained for the sums due from the Vizier, ho repea led : and that a 
discretionary power he left with the Officer who may he in the Command of 
the Brigade, to continue it in its station at Ramgaut until the Vizier’s Gov- 
ernment shall be effectually established in his new acquired ywssessions, or 
other circumstances shall induce the Officer in Command to believe that the 
English forces may evacuate that country without exposing it to the danger 
of fresh hostilities. 

He bogs leave to observe that at tlie time when the Resolution was taken 
for withdrawing tlie Brigade, it was supposed to he, from the last advices, in the 
most distant extremity of the RohillaU Country, but weili:e.siaec_ assured by 
authority that it was on the point of returning to Ramgaut, which lies within 
60 miles of the Tmrders 61 the Province of Oude, iu which station it will he 
equaTlj^ able to perform an"^ service for which it may be required, as if it was 
quartered within the limits of the Province of Oude, and nu*ans may be easily 
found to induce the Vizier to give his voluntary assent, to its entire retreat 
without much loss of time from the llobillah Country. That ..country 
though conquered is not in a state of confirmed subjection. Fy:zo 9 llah ,K.han 
has”^hmitted to the conditions imposed on him, and to acknowledge himself 
the vassal of the Vjzicr, but he is at liberty and ma^ again assert his preten- 
sions to the territory which has been wrested froni him, if he sees no danger in 
the attenipE — ^s forces were ordered to be transported beyond the Ganges ; 
hrTtnEHey still exist though disbanded, and may with ease be reassembled if it 
should suit their former Chief to recall them, before time were allowed them 
to disperse or to seek other masters. To ensure the permanent possession of 
the new acquired country, proper officers must he stationed in it by the Vizier 
•to establish his Government, and regulate the collections. These ends may he 
effected with ease, and the danger of the revolt effectually obviated by the 
temporary presence of that force by which the country was reduced, whereas 
the precipitate recall of the English army in opposition to the Vizier, and; 
before the lettlement of the country was completed, would be inevitably con-; 
strued as a sure indication that the present administration of the Company dis-i 
approved of the late engagements with the Vizier for the conquest ot tlie Ro- 
hillah Country, and was resolved to withdraw its interposition from all tuturO 
concerns in that quarter. Such a belief at this time might be the cause of d 
general re^volt, and of the loss of all the advantages obtomed by our arms which J 
whatever diversity of opinion may prevail concerning the propriety of the past 
transactions, the Governor is persuaded is very foreign from the intention of 
every Member of the Council. He does not form these as certain, but probable 
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conclusions, and as they may be prevented by a temporary continuance of the 
Brigade at Eamgaut, or in any other station equally convenient for their pre» 
sent profoction of the Rohillah Country; as there is no possible service for it in 
any other pai’t of the Vizier’s dominions; and as the proposition now submitted 
to the Board is entirely consistent with the instructions already given by the 
Council to the Commander of the Army, the Governor hopes it will obtain their 
concurrence. Uo wishes to tahe the opinion of Mr. Mon son upon this occasion^ 
and is willing to allow it an effect in the decision which maybe passed upon the 
question, as that gentleman is prevented by sickness from attending at the Board, 
and joined with the majority in the resolution for withdrawing the Brigade. 

(Sd.) WARREN HASTINGS. 


The Secretary acquaints the Board that in consequence of the minutes of 
the members present at the Council of yestqrday, which have been shown to 
Colonel Monson, at his desire, he has just sent the following minute on the 
subject, requesting that it may be recorded as his sentiments on the I’eceiving of 
Nuzzers and presents. 

Altho* I did not suppose it necessary to have made any declaration 
^ ... with regard to presents, &c., as the late Act of Parliament 

, undoubtedly ahohshed that pernicious custom, which 
at all times would have been more honoured in the breach than the observance, 
yet as all the other Members of the Board have thought it necessary to give 
their sentiments on the subject I find myself under the necessity of stating 
mine. 

Every one' who looks into {the late Act must clearly understand that the 
acceptance of all Nuzzers, presents, &c., is illegal, liable to prosecution and 
penalties. The Nuzzers that have been tendered to me I have refused, with 
declarations of mildness and civility, nor have I observed that the not accepting 
them has given the least disgust or uneasiness to the persons who made the 
offer. On the contrary, I am well convinced that the people will be better 
pleased to find that justice and right is done them without giving their money, 
than paying, as they call it for Master’s favor.” It may bo said the custom is 
an old one, and marks the vassallage from the sovereignty. It might have been 
so, but that can be no longer urged, as the custom is superseded by an Act of 
the legislature which should be explained to the people by the publication of 
that clause of the Act translated into the country languages. 

I therefore in obedience to the prohibition made by the Act, have refused 
and shall continue to refuse all Nuzzers, presents &c. which, may be offered 
me. 

(Sd.) Geo. MONSON. 


Fort William, the 11th November 1774. 

At a Council, pkesent : 

Secret Dept. The Hon’blb Warren Hastings, Governor General, "President. 

Monday. Lieut. General John Olavebing. 

Richard Barwell, Esq. 

Philip Prancis, Esq. 

* 

Colonel G. Monson, indisposed. 

Mr. Francis in conformity to the intentioh he expressed at the last- Council 
Mr. Francis's opinion on delivers in his scutiments upon the rGovernop 

the Governor’s pioposai of the General’s proposal to alter the instructions sent to the 
8th delivered m— Commander of the Army in the Rohillah Country. . 

In the consideration of the Governor General’s minute of the.Slh instant, 
Mr. Francis's minute. gives me pleasurq to observe that, in one respect, his 

sentiments and mine are not so distant as 1 appcehended 
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they might be. He does not afl&rm nor even intimate that the preserving 
to the Vizier the possession of the B-ohillah Country, is as much an obligation 
on the present Government, as the securing to him any other part of his domi- 
nions, and equally within the spirit of the defensive treaty, as if it had been 
specially named therein.” The Governor General urges his proposal on parti- 
cular motives of policy and temporary convenience, independent of any positive 
obligation that might bind us to act against our intc;rests or opinion. This is 
the only ground on which I can consider the question ; for after having had 
the honour of laying my sentiments with resp(?ct to the whole business of the 
Hohillah war, repeatedly and deliberately b(>fore the Board, I think it cannot 
be expected of mo that I siiould so suddenly renounce the general principles on 
which these sentiments were founded. Meeting the Governor General there- 
fore on his own principles I beg leave to say that I do not think his arguments 
conclusive. Our past advices inform us that the Brigade was to leave the ex- 
tremities of the Hohillah Country on the 15th of October before which time the; 
remains of the Rohillah army wovfld be sent across the Ganges. This measure,. 
I presume, was resolved on with the eousent of the Vizier, lie himself therefore 
must have considered the country as completely reduced to his obedience 
and the new Govemment secure from any attempt in that quarter. The re- 
treat of the army to Ramgaut is a measure of his own. IfJLhc-distance oLsixty 
miles be all the difference between the station recommended by the Governor 
General and that to which a majority of the Board httvo detci’mincd at all 
events to brip^back the Brigade, I ca nnot discover any motive, even of conve- 
nience, for onr_liesitating to adopt a measure which conforms to the sentiments 
Qf_ojlii_supcriors ; replaces the Company’s troops within the line prescribed to 
us hy their strict and repeated injunctions ; and removes them hut sixty miles 
from that station to which the Vizier himself has .approved of the retiring. 


I do not understand from what premises it can be concluded that we mean 
to desert the interest of Iho Vizier wliile our army continues with him, and 
when the Commanding Officer is directed to remain in the country of Oude, if 
the Vizier should require it for the defence of any part of his ancient domi- 
nions. Tho absolute return of the Brigade to I)in.apore is not to take place but 
upon his plain direct refusal to fulfil his engagements to the Company. Even 
with respect to the security of tlie new conquest, whatever the determina- 
tion of the Board on that subject may he, the mere retreat of the Brigade 
within the Frontiers of Oude cannot, in my opinion, warrant a conclusion that 
the present administration is resolved to withdraw its interposition from all 
future coucorns with the Rohillah Country. Tlio utmost that the late Govern-i 
ment undertook to execute for the Vizier, has been long since eompleted.l 
The return of the Brigade to their former situation is no more than the natural 
consequence of their having performed tho service on which they were employ- 
ed; neither . .caji. their retreat, with any degree of justice, he precipitate. 

Our first instructions to Colonel Champion were not dispatched until the lith 
instant. In twenty days they would probably reach him. Fifteen days more 
are allowed for finishing tho particular negotiation entrusted to him with the 
Vizier : and we have since extended the term prescribed, in order to make an 
allowarioe for the Commanding Officer’s journey to Fyzabad, and for his return 
to Ramgaut, which cannot, upon the whole, make less than addiUou ot ten 
days. The service for which the troops were engaged by Sujah Dowla was 
finally determined on the 16th of October, since on that day they return from 
Eall Daung. From that to the earliest day, on which it is possible for the army 
to begin its march in obedience to our orders, there is a space of sixty-two days 
during which he enjoys all the countenance and support that can he d®riyed 
from the appearance of our arms in settling and establishing the (new) gov- 
ernment of his new conquest. In this computation I state the 
and allow all possible advantages, against my own argument. The ^uth is, 
that the Vizier has been in possession of the whole country 

and of ttfe greatest part of it since April. He has consequently had all that 

time to regulate his affairs. ^ 

What'I have had the honour of submitting to the Board is m^nt as a 
reply to the Governor General’s arguments and not as the 
dwlfning to assent to his proposal. My determination 

the Brigade from the Rohillah Country is founded on motives which I have 
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already stated to the Board, and hitherto I find no reason to alter it. On the 
contrary, as'I really think it probable that we may shortly be engaged in a war* 
with the RTahrattas, in behalf of Sujah Dowla. As ttye Cbuntryt of the Bohil- 
labs is very remote from that of the'* Mali rat tas, as it lies out of the line of their 
incui-sions, as their attack will therefore probably be made uppn Uiose^pai^^^ of 
the Vizier’s Dominions whicli lie neareaTto'us" (and which we are obliged by 
treaty to protect), if not immediately upon our own provinces, I think there 
ought not to ho the delay of a single day beyond the term already allowed ior 
our evacuating a country which wo are not bound by any stipulation to defend, 
and which we cannot defend without neglecting objects, more important to the 
Vizier himself and in which our own safety is immediately concerned. 

(Sd.) P. FilANCIS. 


Mr. Bar well agrees to 
Governor’s proposal. 


Colonel Monsou. 

the following — 


Mr. Barwell agrees to the Governor’s proposal for 
altering the instructions sent to the Commanding OflBcer. 

Colonel Monson to wliom the Governor’s Minute of 
the 8th instant has beep sent for his opinion sends in 


I am extremely sensible of the indulgence shown by the Hon’ble the Gov- 

Coionci Monson-. minute. General in allowing my opinion to have its con- 

sequence m the tleeision or a question before the Board, 
notwithstanding I am prevented by sickness attending there. I have already 
given my sentiments on the subject, and am the more stongly confirmed in 
them, as the latest advices from Colonel Champion mention that he should 
see the Rohillahs pass the river before he would march to Bamgaut. The 
Vizier therefore will be in possession of the country, and our part of the stipu- 
I Intion accomplished. 

^ The Brigade is to remain in the Province of Oude at the requisition of the 
Vizier for defensive measures. 


The Rohillah Countiy, a conquest made by the Vizier since the treaties of 
Illahabad and Benaras, cannot be considered within those treaties; if the Com- 
pany are to Mefend that country it is a cogent reason against aiding the Vizier 
in the conquest of it. 

Colonel Champion is of opinion J that it is necessary to prepare for the re- 
ception of the Mahrattas by pnsting the Brigade ccntrically, and putting tlveir 
stores, ttc., in proper order. The most effectual road to prevent the inroads. of 
the Alalirattas is to have our force within our own provinces. I therefore 
would advdse tfiat the Brigade should return to Dinapore unless demanded by 
the Vizier for the protection of his ancient dominions. 


(Sd.) G. MONSON. 


The General gives his sentiments upon the same subject in the following 
minute — 

The Council Chamber ^ November 14th, 1774. 

The result of the Governor General’s minute now delivered in to the 

Board, being that the order which has been sent to 


General's minute. 


Colonel Champion to withdraw the Brigarle within & cer- 
tain time out of the Koblllah Country in consequence of the Resolution of the 
Council on the 4th and 5th propositions, which I submitted to the Board on the 
20th ultimo, may be annulled, and that Colonel Champion, or the Commander 
of the Army, be directed to remain at Kamgaut, where the last intelligence 
mentioned he was retiring-, Hill the new Government in the liohillah Country be 
quite established. 


T/ife Colonel Champion *8 letter of tliu 24th Jal^ 1774. Letter from Select Committee, to the Court of 
i-^irof^ors, of 24th August, and Colonel Champion's hiHt instructions to Colonel Gulliez. 
t Vide President's Minute of 26lh November i773« 

I Letter, 17tb September 1774. 
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The arguments employed by the Governor General to recommend this 
alteration in our resolutions are, first, that the Rohillas might take up arms again 
and recover their country, if our army left it ; secondly, that so precipitate a 
step would persuade the Vizier that the Governor General and Council were 
not well disposed towards him ; thirdly} that the Brigade not being now wanted 
within our own Provinces it might on any exigency be soon brought into the 
country of Oude, ns the distance from Bamgaut to the nearest part of the 
Vizier’s dominions is not more than 60 miles. 

In reply to these arguments I will beg leave to state that we are not any 
more obUged ia .jdefend the Rohillah Country for the Vizier tlmn'we ^ 
conquer it for him. That* I consider the verbal promise by virtue of which 
the late President engaged to march the Brigade to attack the Rohillahs as no 
treaty : it had none of the requisites of a contract ; there was neither witness 
nor signature to it. But I will go further and declare that if this engage- 
ment had been provided with all ^le formalities of a solemn treaty, I would 
not have hesitated to have given ray vote to. have broken it; because firstly. 
IL was an nnj ils t wa r ; secondly, it is exactly the law which the legislature has 
poinfed out to us for our interference when it invested the Governor General 
and Council with a power of comptrolling the other Presidencies ; thirdly , the 
Directors have repeatedly prohibited the Governor and Council of ’the Presi- 
dency undertaking any schemes of foreign conquest, or departing from the 
absolute line of the defence of the possessions of the Company together with 
those which they are engaged to defend by the Treaty of Illahabad ; fourthly ^ 
because the late President and Council have pledged every thing that can be 
dear to them as men, never to depart from the solemn promise they made, when 
they signed their names to the SOth paragraph of their letter to the Court of 
Directors from the Select Committee oif the 10th November 1772 in the fol- 
lowing words : “In one point you may rest assured of our unanimous concur- 
rence, that no object or consideration shall either tempt or compell us, \i^ pass 
the political line which we have laid down for our operations with the Vizier. 
We have told him and repeated that we will assist him with your force in the 
defence of his dominion against all invaders, but that wo will not engage in any 
offensive war, nor suffer your army to be carried beyond the borders of his 
territory and to this resolution we will steadily adhere.” ^ 

I might add to these four considerations, which it is to be hoped will have 
some weight with the Governor General, considering the authority with which , 
some of them at least are stamped, that it is to be reasonably apprehended that 
if the powers of Indostan shall perceive that the Governor General and Council,; 
in imitation of their predecessors in office, do continue to afford protection to the 
Vizier in maintaining his unjust acquisition of the Rohillah country, they Will; 
confederate with the remains of those unhappy people to extirpate the Vizier, 
and then attack the Company’s possessions perhaps at the different Presidencies 
at the same time. 

In regard to the interpretation which, the Governor General suggests, the 
Vizier will put on so abrupt a departure of the Brigade from the Rohillah 
Country before he has fully established his own authority in it, if the Governor 
General will be pleased to refer to dates, he wull find it must be. near two 
months from the day when Fyzoollah Khan capitulated to the time allow^ to 
tHelDoinmander of the Army to wUhdHiy^the Brigade into the country of-Oude, 
T^'judg ^d mor e than soificieBt-to^Btablish his Government in 
^ iTitfry . deserted by its inhabitants and protectors, without other pur- 
p6ier^intended, the drift of which have appeared by the opinion deliver^ 
by Mr. Barwell at this Board, namely, that we are equally bound to defend his 
acquisition of the Rohillah Country against all invaders, as well his antient 
domain. If suoh ophiions have |)een transmitted to the Vizieis it is high time 
he should be undeceived for his own sake, and for our reputation. This new 
administration will not exceed, I trust, the powew which have been confided 
to them by the legislature and the Hon’ble Court of Directors, whose sanction 
as yet only authorises Us to comply with the stipulations of the Treaty of 
I llah abad. 

With regard to the last argument that the Brigade is not nCw wanted 
withih the Cbmpany’s possession, and that the distance between Ramgaut and 
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the nearest part of the country of Oude being so short that in case of an exi- 
' gency it might easily be transported into that country, I will remark that the 
new administration can only judge of the necessity of the troops being nearer 
the Company’s frontiers, by the otfrrespondence that has been laid before the 
Council, by which correspondence, curtailed as it has been, it still appears that 
both the Governor General and the Commander of the Army thougnt that the 
Mahrattas would return upon the Ganges in the autumn. If their conjectures 
were just, it certainly would be very proper to be prepared for the danger by 
approaching with the army nearer to the frontiers of Bahar, which frontiers 
are at present only protected by one battallion of sepoys, and 62 European 
invalids at Chunagur, by seven companies of Brigade Sepoys at Binapore, and 
one company of the latter at Buxar, the rest of the army being stationed as 
low down as Burrampore, and consequently not able to protect the frontiers of 
Bahar, in case it should be suddenly attacked by the Mahrattas, the King, or 
any other power whom we may have provoked. 

It is for this reason, as well as my desire to pay obedience to the command 
of the Court of Directors who have enjoined that their arms should never be 
carried beyond the line they have so exactly delineated, that I hope the dSrders 
sent to the Commander of the Army may not be revoked. 

Resolved by the majority of the Board that the paragraph in the instruc- 
tions to the Commanding Officer of the 2nd Brigade requiring him to withdraw 
the army into the Province of Oude, after the receipt of the money or security 
for it from the Vizier, do remain in force. 


Port William, the 21st November 1774. 

At a Councii., present ; 

Secrel^Dept. The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor General, President, 
Monday. IiIbut. General John ClaveiUng. 

Richard Barwell, Esq. 

Philip Francis, Esq. 

Colonel Monson, indisposed. 

Mr. Barwell begs leave to record the following Minute — 

The reply made by Mr, Francis to the Governor General’s and my obj^- 
tions to the propositions of the Commander-in -Chief in its stile and substance 
is of such a nature that I reserved to myself at the time the right of animad- 
verting upon it, when I might be at lejsure without delaying the public business, 
which was before the Board, and more immediately the object of its deliber- 
ations. 

The whole proceedings in the business of the peremptory demand on the 
Vizier and the positive unconditional recall of the troops from his assistance, 
1 must frankly confess appear to mo rather in the light of a reprobation of the 
measures of the late administration than leading to any real benefit to he de- 
rived to the Company, and I -think myself justified in this sentiment from the 
language of the minute before me, which treats the agreement with the Vizier 
for aid in the Rohilla war as a loose unguarded contract which that administra- 
tion “ unfortunately suffered the Vizier to prescribe to” them, and then submit- 
ted to with all the danger and dishonor which attended it. A contract so 
extravagant that had it even been ratified in all the forms of a public treaty 
and consequently public faith solemnly pledged for its. performance Mr. Francis 
would have rejected it with disdain. I can hardly conceive words capable of 
conveying a more strong, and possibly the Court oi Directors may judge more 
unjust, censure of the late administration than these,, or a. more free demaration 
of the small obligations which Mr. Francis thinks he lies under, to treat ,th^ 
engagements either .with personal respect or public gocMl faith. 

In this place I may likewise notice his observation on the Ooveinor Qienei* 
ral ** of not being surprised at the Company’s orders having l^as weight with 
him, because it appears from his letter to the Vizier he was. fully, apprised o^ 
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them.** . But Why ordert should have less weight because they are fully 
kwwcL I with deference to Mr. Francis, I cannot understand, and I hope he 
will therefore pardon me for calling upon him for an explanation of his meaning, 
for in my humble apprehension every order receives its weight and consideration 
from the knowledge it immediately communicates, and is not disregarded in 
proportion as it becomes known. I have therefore only to remark that all 
eonclusions as to the Governor General’s undisguised opinions of things drawn 
from his correspondence with the Vizier are partial, and may be often mistaken. 
He must be a shallow politician indeed who,, in negotiating with a foreign power, 
does not know how to conceal his real sentiments at times, and often to urge 
motives which tho’ different from the true ones are better calculated in 
their operation to produce the effects that may be proposed. The Governor 
G#neral’s sentiments of the Vizier and our connections with him ought only to 
be taken from his unreserved confidential communications with the Board. 


Mt. Francis is pleased t o say that, whatever he may think of the Governor 
General*s opinion, he Is ast on ished* that I s hou ld declare for acting, if necessary, 
i n defence of the Vme r*s late acquisitio ns which he thinks is contmry to sound 
policy and to the Company’s orders. I have already"^ ven reasons for my opinion, 
and i do not tlattbr myself with being able to add anything of greater force to 
effect an alteration in his ; however I will endeavour to remove his surprise at 
my sentiments by showing they are grounded on principles similar to bis own, 
and that I think the measure I support perfectly consonarit to sound policy ands 
the spirit of the Company’s instructions. It often happens with States that 
their situations are such that, by extending their frontier, they bring their line 
of defence to more prescribed, of course to more defined, narrow and compact 
limits ; and it is an uneontroverted maxim in politicks that natural boundaries 
are always .the most secure. The territories of the Vizier before his late acqui- 
sition undoiiSttedly stood in that predicament towards that part of the Rohillah 
country. He had no barrier of any kind. He was not only exposed to the incur-, 
sions of those people, but also to those of the Mahrattas who, either by force or 
agiteement, were sure to obtain from the Bohillahs a passage thro’ their 
country to attack him, and we consequently were subject from the same cause 
to be annually called out in his defence. This is not mere speculation, for two 
successive years previous to the Treaty of Benares, w^ere we in the field to pro- 
tect him from that quarter, and that upon the old stipulation of Bs. 1,16,000 
per month for our whole expences. The Vizier endeavoured to form an alliance 
with these people to obviate, if possible, the danger ^from their hostile enter- 
prises ; they entered into a treaty with him, broke it afterwards and call’d in 
his* enemies to protect them. In this situation who can deny that it was the 
.soundest policy,in the Vizier to ajttempt their reduction ? — how far it was similar 
' policy in us to assist him is another qxiestion; but it appears to me that if tho 
tranquillity and security of the Vizier’s dominions be .the object of our alliance 
with' him, we cannot more effectually secure that object than by aiding to re- 
move a constant cau&e of uneasiness and disturbance to him, and procure for 
him natural barriers to his dominions on the quarter where they wero^ most ex- 
posed. That the country in question affords this barrier. is certain; it shelters 
him absolutely to the north by tho Thibet mountains, and to the southl and 
west by the Ganges, a river . hazardous at all times for an enemy to cross. That 
it was on these ideas the Rohilla expedition was undertaken appears manifestly 
from the records of the Council and Select Committee, where that country is 
always mentioned standing in the predicament here defined, and in effect its 
defence against the Mahrattas was taken up on these very grounds two jeara 
past without any particular stipulations for the service or contract for 40 lakhs 

on its success. ^ ' ^ j. nr 

I trust i have sufficiently explained to the Board, and particularly to Mr. 
Francis who is surprised at my declaring for the defence of the Rohilla e^untrj^, 
the motives upon which I ground my opinion. I think I have ejearjy shown it 
was sounds nolicy in the late Board to undertake the expedition, that the deduce 
and security of the Vizier’s dominions rendered it eligible, Jliat it had rweived 
mature consideration before it came recommended from the Chai^ and ^at if 
what I have already pointed out are the objects of our alliance with the vizier 
oft^ approved of by the Company, the late administration could not have 
acted, more conformably to their interests and intentions. 

1S5 • **" 
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Much notice has been taken in the course of our debates on these'suhjects of 
the expression in the Vizier’s letter of his right to retain and dismiss the Brigade 
— ” I am the master in these points and without my leave never never shall it 
depart/* and it has been held forth as dictating in the most impermus manner his 
commands to the Council, but these Asiatic expressions will not alter the nature 
of the transaction with those who know the fact, that the terms were dictated 
. by the Board and meant to convey to his mind that if he aoquieseed to the pro« 
positions made the aid to be granted should be effectual ; and yet such were the 
advantages asked for the Company that even with this assurance of solid and 
effectual support, the Board did not flatter themselves be would have consented, 
hut doubted, so hard were the conditions, his acceptance of the terms proffered. 
Further, I conceive the expression alluded to, as referring only to the condition 
of retaining at all times a brigade of our troops for the defence of his dominiofis 
when he shall require it, and continue to pay the subsidy stipulated by the Treaty 
of Banares. The very nature of all such compacts, are that the party requiring 
and paying for such defensive aid shall be the sole judge of the necessity of 
demanding it and shall retain it while he thinks the necessity lasts, without 
however precluding the other party from recalling it to its own defence or on 
other exigences ; the contract is mutual and the conditions so intimately tyed 
together that they necessarily and consequently "Stand or fall to the ground at 
the same time : while you retaip, you pay ; when you recall, the pay ceases. On 
^uch terms 1 confess I wish the Vizier may always retain a brigade of our 
troops ; it would ease the Company of the heavy burthen Of one>third of their 
whole army, and at the same time preserve it equally ready for their service, 
whenever the urgency of their own affairs should oblige them to recall it. 

On the whole, 1 have objected to the late measures not only on the general 
grounds but as 1;o the mode of proceeding. At the time the General laid Ws pro- 
posal before the Board, we had accounts of a proposal pending for finishing 
the war entirely; we were informed that the negotiations with the Vizier for the 
payment of the sums due from him were in good train, and we were in hourly 
expectations of hearing something more definitive on these heads. Vetkin 
this situation, without taking time to enquire fully into the origin and nature 
of our engagements with the Vizier, without even reading the correspondence 
with Mr. Middleton, which had been called for and were then laying on the 
table unopened, we enter into resolutions which cither precipitate or counteract 
all the former measures. We call away the Resident from the Vizier’s Court, a 
measure always bearing an hostile aspect, and we order Colonel Champion 
or whoever should by chance have the chief command, without regard either 
to his talents or his temper, to demand with the brigade at his back imme- 
diate payment of the Vizier or to withdraw from him, leaving him with his 
new conquests and old dominions to defend themselves.^ The natural tendency 
! of these steps is a public disapprobation of past measures and a publication to 
the world of the censure they fix on the late administration ; they may give rise to 
jealousy in the mind of the Vizier and create fears of hostile intentions towards 
him, and consequently induce him to attemj^t evading or protracting the full- 
filling his engagements, untill he shall be convinced how we mean to act with 
regard to ours, to endanger the loss of the new conquests and to encourage the 
invasion of his ancient territorities from the notion that we had withdrawn our 
protection from him, and consequently to involve us in new difficulties whether 

we abide by our treaties to defend him or remain spectators while he may be 

crush’d. Happily I think part of the mischief will be prevented by the reduc- 
tion of the country being entirely completed and the payments in a great mea- 
sure made before these orders could arrive, but still 1 apprehend enough of bad 
effects, and once more declare my total dissent to the opinions of the majority 
of the Board. 

(Sd.) B. HARWELL. 


Mr. Francis also begs leave to enter the following explanation in reply to 
Mr. Barwell — 


Mr. . Francis in order to remove every possible doubt from Mr. Barwell's 
mind concerning the force and intention of his observations on the political 
136 . 
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measures of the late administration, desires leave to observe, that he did un> 
doubtedly mean to assert a strong disapprobation of those measures, and that 
the terms, in which he has expressed himself, are mild and moderate in 
comparison of what he really thinks of their conduct. At ail events he con* 
eiders it as his strict right to give his opinion freely in Council declaring at the 
same time that he meant no personal offence to any man. If this were a con- 
test about toordSt and if things of the greatest moment were not at stake, Mr. 
Prancis would wish to recall Mr. Barwell’s attention to the studied courtesy and 
respect, with which Mr. Prancis ventured to express a difference from him in 
matteiyof opinion. 

With regard to that point on which Mr. Bar well is pleased to call on Mr. 
Francis for an explanation, he willingly gives it to him in the following 
terms. 

** It was to his purpose to show that the late Council had acted in diame- 
trical opposition to the orders and sentiments of the Court of Directors. It did 
not however necessarily follow, that they were all aware that they were doing 
so. He therefore hoped that the consideration of those orders might still have 

g reat weight with Mr. Bar well, though he could not expect that they should 
ave so much weight with the Governor General, who had confessed to Suja 
Dowla, that he was acting against the peremptory orders of his superiors.** 

For what reasons the Governor should make such •a declaration to the 
Vizier, would form a separate question. Having once made it, and haying 
really acted up to his declaration, he is precluded from the possibility of recon- 
ciling his conduct with the letter or spirit of his instructions from home. In 
strict consistency of reasoning, the Governor General is bound to avow that he 
acted upon such principles of policy or evident necessity as, in his judgment, 
superseded the consideration of any orders from the Court of Directors. 

(Sd.) P. FRANCIS. 


Fort William, the 8th December 1774. 

At a CouNCiii, paiiiSBNT : 

Secret Dept. The Hon’blb Warbbn Hastings, Governor General, President, 
Monday. Lieut. General John Olavering. 

The Hon’blb George Monson. 

Richard Barwbll, Esq. 

Philip Francis, Esq. 

The Governor General also delivers in the following copy, of his address to the Court of Direc- 
tors and his Minute transmitted to them by the British King^ 

To the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for affairs of the Hon'ble the United Company of 
Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Fort William^ 3rd December 1774, 

Hon’blb Sirs, — The accompanying sheets were originally begun in the 
form in which they now appear of a regular Minute, intended for a record on 
the consultations but to be transmitted also as a number in the packet by the 
ship now under despatch, for your immediate perusal. But understanding since 
thiS the members composing the majority of the Council have drawn up a 
similar appeal in a letter to your Hon*ble Court, I consider it my duty to ad- 
dress you m the same form with the proposed Minute as an enclosure, earnestly 
recommending it to your attentioil. 

In ib ftSB oaners 1 have oonflned mvself to the subject on which they were 
;.»nelv the 1djtarcatA(ffi^.^e late campaign, anAtbe exa- 
«.!«•««« ftf the Acts of the negLfifiimfill -N ot Haying yet seen their let^TT 
< »nhOt tebir^ agSmnSfR^any other chMge which it ^y contam. Yet I 
will beff live to offer a few necessary remarjes upon the stete of ^our collec- 
tions, teeasury and expenses, as these are pomts on which the enquiries of the 
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gentlemen of the majority, unless conducted with great care, may have misled 
them, and of -which it may be of very material consequence to me to prevent any 
impression wliich their representations may make, in default of more authentic 
information. 


That the collections should be less than they were some years ago, is an 
unavoidable consequence of the loss of inhabitants which this country sustained 
in the dreadful calamity of the year 1770. It must still be the case in spite of 
every effort we may make ; but the circumstances of this and the other causes 
which have contributed to the reduction of the revenue (particularly the an- 
ticipation of it in the salt districts) have been so often enlarged upor? in the 
See the following general letter* letters from the late Administration, that I will not 

trouble you with a repetition. The actual receipts 
of last year (the Bengal year 1180) do however ex- 
ceed those of the preceding year by three lakhs of 
rupees, exclusive^ of the profit on the salt trade, 
which is quite a new fund, and has amounted in- 
dependently of the duties, to sicca rupees ten lakhs, 
fifty-eight .thousand, two hundred and fourteen 
(sicca Rs. 10,58,214), and the very voluminous 
proceedings of the Revenue Council will evince how much of our time and 
attention has been engaged by this branch of your affairs. 

The estimates transmitted you by the resolution which show a saving of 
twenty-two lakhs, ninety-five thousand, seven hundred and seventeen current 
rupees (22,95,717 Ct. Rs.) iu the civil expenses, and of tweni y-f our lakhs, forty- 
three thousand, one hundred and nineteen current rupees (24,43,119 Ot. Rs.) in 
the military, and our proceedings in the Board of Inspection which I beg leave 
to recommend to your observation, will satisfy you that our best endeavours 
have been exerted to establish the system of economy and method which you 
have so repeatedly enjoined ; and as the strongest proof of the success of these 
our endeavours and of the prosjrerity of your affairs, I submit to jour consider- 
ation the following short sketch of our present resources compared with our 
situation a twelve month ago. 


3rd November 1772, paragraphs 7, 

5, 9, 30, 35, and 48. 

3rd December 1772, paragraph 6. 
27th February 3 773, paragraphs 
29, 30, 31, 32, 33, and 36. 

loth November 1773, paragraphs 
3, 32, and 33. 

Slat December 1773, paragraphs 

6, 7, 8, and 14. 

ISth March 1774, paragraph 10. 
18 til October 1774, paragraph 6. 


At the end of August 1773 our bond debt amounted to current rupees 
one hundred and twenty- five lacs, fifty-five thousand, six hundred and seven 
Ot. Rs. 1,25,.56,G07) and the temporary loan, which we had with difficulty 
raised, was barely sufficient to supply our present expences. The debt is now 
reduced to current rupees one hundred and ten lacs, seventy-two thousand, 
seven hundred and twenty-four (Ct. Rs. 1,10,72,724). Provision has been 
made for a much larger investment than was procured last year. Seventy lacs 
of rupees are to be received from the Vizier, pf which the greatest part is now 
in course of payment; and although we avoided drawing any bills upon you 
last season and have strictly confined ourselves this season to the sum limited 
by your orders, there is at this time a balance of current rupees eighty lacs, 
forty-nino thousand, eight hundred and six (Ct. Rs. 80,49,806) actually lying 
in our treasuries, as particularized in the enclosed account. 

I do not expect that the services on which your military forces have been 
employed (excepting in the single instance of the Rohilla war) will he made 
an article against me, yet I will not leave this subject .unnoticed. 

Every military expedition undertaken during the period in which 1 lately 
presided in the administration, has been concerted for services of solid utility, 
and calculated for precise termination. * 

The campaign of 1773 had the recovery of the districts of Cora foi* its im? 
mediate object, and the application of it to the relief of the Company’s wants 
for its termination, and it was begun and concluded long within.the space of 
year. * . . 

The last campaign has been ended with the most complete success in eight 
months, and, exclu^kive of its political effects, has added^ many to your. 

I>ecuniary resources. ^ ^ 

Even in the less considerable services in which detaohm^ts of your forces 
have been employed Some beneficial end has been^ carefully atteaded*to, regular 
plans have been concerted and steadily pursued by Captain Camao’s operationa 
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at Bam^ar, that country has been brought into subjection, and a consider, 
able addition of revenue acquired. By the battalion employed in the Jungle.' 
terry, a tract of country which was considered as inaccessible and unknown 
* and only served as a receptacle to robbers,* has been reduced to Government, 
the inhabitants civilized, and not only the reduction of the revenues, which 
was occasioned by their ravages, prevented, but some revenue yielded from this 
country itself, which a prosecution of the same measures will improve. 

The Gooch Behar expedition produced its full effects in the settlement of 
that country; and even the detachments employed against the Senearries com- 
pletely answered the intention for which they were ordered. 


Whatever errors may have fallen to the share of the late administration, 
I trust that they will not be found in points of real magnitude. As to those 
which may appear in measures of little moment, such are unavoidable ; they 
are necessary to a government so constituted, and crowded with objects so vari- 
ous, as this has been ; the first principle of which is despatch : and our records 
are the best evidences of the regard we have paid to this principle. On these 
two I shall rest for proof that it will not be my fault if our future records shall 
present you with minutes of controversy — protests, charges and recriminations — 
instead of the rapid progression of business, and coi’dial attention to your inter- 
ests, even in the anticipation of your commands, which it was my happiness 
to experience in the labours of the gentlemen who were -formerly united with 
me in the charge of your affairs. 

Painful as my situation is likely to prove and unsuitable to my disposi- 
tion, it is my determined resolution to retain the place which your favour ori- 
ginally assigned me and the legislation has since so honorably confirmed, till 
your justice shall decide between me and my opponents. My only resources 
are in the knowledge, however imperfect, which a long and local practice in 
the affairs of this Presidency may have furnished me, and of which tlie gentle- 
men of the majority, even for their own sakes, will not deny me the applica- 
tion, and the experience and abilities of Mr. Barwell, whose support I thank- 
fully acknowledge with the more pleasure as I esteem it to proceed more from 
a j ust conviction of the propriety of my conduct than personal attachment. 

I beg leave in all submission to observe that this is not a case to which 
palliatives can be applied. The legislature has enacted that a Council consist- 
ing of five members should form a general administration for your affairs in 
Bengal,, and for your political interests in all India. By the manner in which 
the Parliament thought proper to express the ofidee of Governor General as 
distinct from the Council, as well as by universal usage, some peculiar power 
and “responsibility seemed tacitly reserved for him above the other members 
of the Council;’ but it it shall appear to you that his authority, as the executive 
and ostensible instrument of your Government, has been overpowered, and that 
a majority consisting of three members of. the Council has been formed, not by 
an accidental variation in opinion, but by a decided and permanent combina- 
tion against the other two, it will necessarily follow^ that the intentions of 
the Parliament have been frustrated, and the Council in effect made to consist 
of three members instead of five, and that therefore nothing but a ^cisive 
remedy can restore that harmony to the Government which is irrecoverably lost 
to the parts of which the present is composed, and save your property and the 
na t ional interests in these Provinces from anarchy and ruin. 


I will not quit the ground which* I stand on in this address, to appeal to 
the large portion of my life spent in your service, nor to the importent trusts 
in which it was my lot to be employed from the earliest period pf it. l.^^t 
my cause solely on the measures which have drawn me into my preset ■judi- 
cation ; I adopted them for your benefit and for the national honw, and I know 
they have been productive of both to the utmost reach of my wnsnes. Belying 
on your iastice and on the consciousness of my own integrity, I shall wait with 

K tienoe for your determination on the subject of this address, nor shall my care 
wanting to prevent your affairs from suffering in the long interval which 
must he upavoidahly left to disorder. 

K you should judge me fit to be continued in the chief direction of your 
• afl^rs, I have already said, an.d I yet repeat, that I am willing and dMiious to 
■devote what remains of the active season of my life to your service. But allow 
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me. Honorable Sirs, to hope that I may be furnished with means equal to the 
responsibility, which ought and must be annexed to the first station whosoever 
shall iiU it. 

If on the contrary it shall be decreed, either by your Honorable Court or 
by yet higher authority, that I shall yield my place to any other, I shall sub- 
mit without a murmur to the sentence ; nor shall the severity of it make me 
lose the sense of gratitude which I feel and owe to the obligations already laid 
upon me, although it will be impossible for me to forego the conscious pride of 
having, even in the most obnoxious instances of my public conduct, manifested 
that principle by an undeviating attachment to the interests of the Company, 
which I have ever regarded as the interests of my country. 

I have the honor to be with the greatest respect. 
Fort William, Hon'ble Sirs, Ac., &c., &c., 

The 3rd December 1774. (Sd.) WARREN HASTINGS. 


I have purposely deferred the reply which I have recorded my intention 
The Governor General’s h) make to the minutes entered by the General and 
Minute to the Court of Di- . Mr. Francis in cousultation of the third instant, because 

• I foresaw that in the justification of my own conduct, 
from the severe censures which were cast upon it in those minutes, and In the 
opinion which it was incumbent upon me to express of the conduct of the 
majority of the Board which was the immediate object of them, I should be 
led into so long a train of arguments and facts, as would require more time to 
select and arrange them, than I could bestow in the daily pressure of current 
business. I have yet a stronger impulse for suspending so disagreeable a task, 
in the hope with which I was willing to flatter myself that some way of ac- 
commodation might still be found before the close of the packet to remove the 
necessity of entering on a subject, which, in whatever form it might appear, 
must set my conduct and that of the other members of the Council before the 
Hon’ble Court of Directors in a point of view so alarming as to require their 
most peremptory decision between us, and must of course stop up every avenue 
to a future cordiality. Faint as this hope was, I continued to indulge it while a 
possibility remained of its being accomplished. I now proceed, with whatever 
reluctance, to the last resource which is left me, an appeal to the Hon’ble Court 
of Directors, on whose justice I throw myself for the vindication of my own 
conduct, and of the measures of the late administration, against the reproaches 
which have been cast upon them, and for the reparation of the violence, 
which has been offered to the authority committed to me by the Parliament of 
Great Britain, in the late acts of the majority of the Council. * 

Mr. BarwelTs observation on Mr. Francis’s minute being a sufficient re- 
futation of the arguments contained both in that and the General’s, I shall 
decline replying in form to either ; but as the Rohilla war has been the declared 
source of the most violent measures adopted by the majority of the Council, I 
shall briefly recapitulate the grounds and objects of that enterprise, and then 
proceed, to answer the various arguments which have been urged in condemna- 
tion of it. 

In the beginning of the year 1772, the Mahrattas invaded the country of 
the Rohillas which, after a short but ineffectual opposition at Sukkertoll, was 
left at large exposed to their ravages. The Vizier alarmed at their approach to 
the only part of his dominions which was easily accessible by such an 'enemy, 
applied with such earnestness to Sir Robert Barker, who was at that time with 
him, for the assistance of an English force, and the General thought the neces- 
sity so urgent, that of his own authority he sent orders to the first brigade, 
which was stationed at Dinapore, to march instantly into the Provinep of Oqde. 
The Board disapproving this irregular proceeding refused their confirmation of, 
it, and the brigade having reach’d the length of Benares remain’d there till 
the beginning of June and then returned to its former station. The Vizier avail- 
ing himself of this movement offered his protection to the Rohillas and entered 
into a general treaty of alliance with the chiefs of that nation, and a sepsdttte ' 
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on© with Haftz B*ahniut Ehan. their principal, who, in their name and with their 
authority, engaged to pay him 40 lakhs of rupees for that support, whenever 
the Mahrattas evacuated the country. Translations of both treaties are record- 
ed at length in the consultation of the 23rd of July 1772, and the original of 
the latter' is in the actual possession of the Secretary, attested by General Barker, 
who was present at the ratification of both. 

On the approach of the rainy season, the Mahrattas evacuated the country, 
and the Vizier demanded the stipulated roooinpenso from the ilohillas, but they 
evaded the payment. 

In the latter end of 1772, the Mahrattas having extorted from the King 
a grant of the districts of ICorah and Kurrah Avhich had been ceded to him by 
the Company for the express piir[)ose of maintaining his dignity, were prepar- 
ing to take possession, and as this acquisition Avould have made them masters 
of the whole tract of country lying between tlio rivers Ganges and Jumnah, and 
bordering upon the Province! of fJude, the Vizier again aj)plied for assistance 
to repcll such dangerous neiglibours. 


The proeecdings of the late Couu(!il in their Secret Department of the 1st 
of February 1773, treat this siil)joft veny largcdy, and show how nmoli they con- 
sidered not oidy th(! safety of the Vizier, but evciii of the Company’s possessions 
to be endangered by this formidable oncroac.binent of the Mahratta State. It 
was ultimately coi\cluded, to comply with the rfMpiisitkm of the Vizier, by 
sending the first brigade for the protection of his dominions against any attempt 
whi(jh the Mahrattas might make on them, and also d<!t<;rmined to prevent 
their design on Ivorah, by taking prior possession for the Company, who had 
certainly the best title to it when the King could no longer keep it. It was 
not to be supposed the Mahrattas would sninnit quit'tly to the loss of atciTitory 
which they had iis(!d the most perlldious moans to obtain, and eveiy j)recaution 
was therefore necessary to guard against their ell'orts to recover it. The Com- 
pany’s orders of tlie 28th August 1771 expressly allowed the necessity of de- 
parting, on SOUK! oce.asions, from the limited plan which they had for a long 
time past enjoined, and in eonscnpienee the llohilla eountiy iiorth of the 
Ganges w'as included within the liiu! of action proscribed to tluj General in bis 
instiWtions, b( 5 cause if the Mahrattas, eii her by tlu! defeat, or, Avliicli Avas as 
likely to happen, by the desertion of tlu; Kobillas to their cause, should gain a 
footing in that country, nothing could opi)ose their eulering into the Province 
of Oiuio and laying it wasti!, in spite of any attempts of our forces to preAmiit 
them. I’he map wliich acjcoinpanies this Avill demoustrato this truth, more 
powerfully than any verbal argument. 

It AV.is noi; to bo supposed that the Mahrattas whose ambition for some 
years past bad aspired to universal compiest, aiid who bad (!xU!uded their arms 
from the center of the Balagh.int to the northern (‘xtromity ofludostan, should 
sit down contented when they had ad<led tlu! Duab, Koran and illahabad to 
their dominions. On the ccjiitrary, there was CA'evy reason to apprehend, and it 
was publickly reported in th(!ir own camp, that they would next carry their 
operations into the country of the Vizier, and even into the Compauy’s own 
possessions. 

On the "rounds which I have described, it was agreed to maintain the 
Province of”lCorah against the Mahrattas and altn*wards to extend our arms 
beyond the presorihed lino of the dominions of oiir ixWy into the llohilla coun- 
try. by a discretional latitude allowed the Gi'.neral as above mentioned, winch ho 
accordingly made use of by mai-cbing the brigade as far as Uamgaut, and aao 
have the strongest reason to belhjve that it was attended Avith every immediate 
advantage which avc had jirojcoted from such a measure, as the Mahrattas lay 
during the whole campaign of 1773 in the neighbourhood of 
without daring either to cross the* river or to approach the borders ot ivoiaii , 
and before the setting in of the rains of that year, their domestic troubles 
obliged them to return into their oavu proper dominions. 

Of the resolution to enter the Roliilla country for its defence apinst the 
Mahrattas’, the Court of Directors were first advised m the general letter by the 
Resolution of the Slst of March 1773, which arrived m England long before the 
departure of the transports. ^ 
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The effectual protection thus afforded the Bohillas, and the departure of the 
Hahrattas, having established beyond all qpntest the right of the Vizier to the 
40 lakhs which had been stipulated for this important service, and which hy the 
terms of the engagement were really due the preceding year, on the retreat of 
the Mahrattas from their country, he demanded payment of Hafiz Rahmut Khan 
who refused it. The Vizier also accused him of having secretly encouraged 
the Mahrattas and sent them a supply of money, and, if I mistake not. General 
Sir Robert Barker in some of his letters mentions the same circumstance. 
The plea of justice thus coineiding with the principles of sound policy, which 
dictated to the Vizier the necessity of securing himself against the perfidy and 
intrigues of the Robillas, who from their situation were most capable of hurting 
him in his contests with more powerful enemies, and from their natural weak- 
ness and the jealousy inseparable from it, would ever seek for their safety 
in fomenting or joining in attempts against liim, he formed the design of in- 
vading and reducing their country. As his own strength was unequal to such 
an undertaking, he solicited the aid of this ‘Government for effecting it, and 
made an offer of 50 lakhs of rupees to bo paid on its accomplishment. 

As thi^ proposal was urged in the warmest terms, both in person to Sir 
Robert Barker and in his letters to me, and this had long been a favourite pro- 
ject of the Vizier, the Board judged with me, that it plight afford a fair occa- 
sion to urge the improvement of our alliance, by obtaining his assent to a more 
equitable compensation for the expence attending the aid which he occasionally 
received from our forces, and to free the Company from the embarrassment to 
which they might be subjected by retaining the property and possession of the 
remote districts of Korah and Illahabad. Por this purpose it was agreed that 
I should write the following letter to the Vizier which I beg leave to quote at 
large, because *it fixes the source of these engagements, which took place by a 
progressive train of measures and terminated in the Kohilla w'ar, and will 
mark at least that this was not the effect cither of a precipitate and unweighed 
resolution or a tamo acquiesence in the Vizier’s schemes of ambition, but the 
result of long deliberation originally devised and consistently employed as an 
instrument of promoting the interests of the Company of perpetuating the de- 
pendance of their ally, and converting it to the channel of solid utility. 

Fort IFilliam, 21st April 1873. 

“ I have received Tour Excellency’s letter mentioning the particulars of 
your operations against the Mahrattas. You promise to the General that when- 
ever the Mahrattas should bo driven out of the Robilla country and Hqfiz 
Rahmut Khan shall fulfill his agreement of 40 lakhs of rupees, you will give 
half that sum to the Company, and that should the Robilla Chiefs be guilty of 
a breach of their agreement and we thoroughly exterminate them and settle 
Your Excellency in the country, you will in that case pay the Company 50 lakhs 
of rupees in ready money, and exempt them from the King’s tribute. Upon the 
same subject the General has also written to me fuTly. Every circumstance 
which you have written to me I consider as a ])roof of the cordial attachment 
which subsists between us, and of the confidence and reliance which you place 
in the friendship of the English Company ; but the points which you have pro- 
posed require much consideration, and the previous ratification of a formal 
agreement, before I can assent to them, otherwise I may incur the displeasure 
of my employers. 

' “ It is true that I have long thought that the union of the Rohilla country 
with yours, either by a sure and permanent obligation of friendship, or by re- 
ducing it to obedience, if they should render such an attempt justifiable by an 
act of enmity or treachery, would be an advisable point for you to attain, be- 
cause by that means the defensive line of your dominions Would be completed, 
by including within it all the land lying on that side of the river Ganges, and 
you would be in no danger from an attack on that quarter, whenever the 
Mahrattas should commit .disturbances in another. 

“ But it appears to me that this is an object not to be*obtained by an oc- 
casional view of that country, and its distance from the province of .Bengal will 
not admit of the continuance of the English forces longer than the period which 
remains of dry weather. You will please to remember they were sent for Jrour 
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assistance, and to defend the province of Korah against the Mahrattas. Thus 
far only I am authorized by the commands of my superiors to employ them 
beyond the limits of their own possessions, and even this is the cause of a heavy 
loss and risk to their affairs, especially in the expcnce of their troops and stores, 

gi’eat a part of their force, which was originally des- 
tined for the sole defence of the countries dependant on BengaL You have 
frequently repeated in your letters the remark, ‘ that to wait till the enemy was 
at your door, and then to w'rite for the assistance of our forces, could answer 
no good purpose, but that every year the same cause would require their return 
to the^ same service, and pass without cllocting any purpose of real advantage.’ 
My friend, all this is true, but it proceeds from the want of proper measures 
having been previously taktm, and from the imperfoct'footing on which affairs 
between ua have been established. 

“ The concern which the Company takes in your safety, and the duties of 
friendship which their commands^and our own inclinations equally enjoin us to 
observe inviolably to their allies, and especially one so closely united by an 
approved^ attachment to them, would not suffer us to withhold our aid when 
your affairs require it. But it has always been with reluctance that we have 
suffered the army to pass the frontiers of our own country, because the loss and 
inconvenience attending it was certain, and altho* joined with your forces, there 
is no cause to fear the most powerful efforts of our cnni'giies, yet the events of 
war are at the disposal of the Almighty, and the only fruits which the most 
splendid succcss(.*s can afford us, are the reputation of having retained the faith 
of our alliance in ojjposition to every incentive of self-interest and self-defence. 

Thus circumstanced, wo are precluded from deriving any benefit fi’om 
your support, and ours can only all'ord you a relief from present danger, with- 
out any provision of future security. Eor these I'easons I have often wished 
for a personal interview with you, for tlie purpose of removing difficulties 
and perpetuating tho alliance with Your Excellency on terms more suit- 
able to our mutual interests : Your Excellency also hath repeatedly expressed 
the same inclination. I therefore write, that if your affairs will at this season 
admit of your giving me a meeting, I ivill hasten to obtain it as soon as I am 
able, after the recoqit of your letter in reply to this; if otherwise, I must wait 
for it at some more distant period, as the affairs of this Government will indis- 
pensably require my j)resenco at this place after three or four months, and it is 
uncertain when I shall agaiu have an interval of leisui’o for such a journey. 

‘<klu^he meantime Your Excellency and tho General are at a great distance 
from t1?e*Erovinco of Korah, and as the affairs of that Province re(|uire tho 
presence of a person on the behalf of tho Company to regulate and take charge 
of it, until it shall bo hereafter determined in what manner it shall bo finally 
disposed of, I have judged it advisable to depute Mr. James Lawrell, a gentle- 
man of the Council of Cahjutta, on this service, and he will sot out acoordingly 
iu a few days, which I h«ije you Avill approve.” 

Tho allurement thus hold out to the Vizier succeeded. He proposed in reply 
a meeting with me at Benares, which took place accordingly. I found him still 
equally bent on the design of reducing the Eohillas, which I encouraged, as I 
had lief ore done, by dwelling on the advantages which he would derive from its 
success, but objecting with groat force tho orders of the Company restricting 
us from such remote schemes of conquest, to which therefore I could not assent 
without such conditions obtained in return for it as might obviate their dis- 
pleasure aud win their sanction to so hazardous and unauthorized a measure. 

I fear not to quote these expressions, addressing myself to fair and un- 
biass’d judges who will not infer my real sentiments from the style and argu- 
ments of a political negotiation. 

I told him that tho Company had drawn themselves into fresh distress by 
tho enormous load of their military expences, one entire brigade being kept 
up for the sole purpose of maintaining a connection with him, since it was use- 
less and unnecessary to the protection of our own provinces, that if he wished 
therefore • to avil* himself of our aid, either in preventing or even in repelling 
the designs of his enemies, he must firat agree to hear a more equal share of uie 
burthen of the expence by paying the whole charge of the forces lent him for 
thb service while they were so employed. To this, after much contention, ho 
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assented, and the sum of 2,10,000 rupees, which the General computed to he the 
amount of the expence, was fixed as the •monthly subsidy to be pay’d for the 
brigade, when it should pass the borders of the Brovince of Bahar on his requi- 
sition. Having obtained this point, Vhich I considered in the light of a perpe- 
tual military fund, I easily yielded my assent to the Rohilla plan, on the 
stipulation of 40 lakhs for its accomplishment, 10 lakhs being deducted from 
his first offer on account of the difference which had taken place in the sub- 
sidy. 

This agreement was no sooner made than be suddenly repented, desired to 
decline the war with the Ilobillas, till a more favourable conjunction when he 
should be less embarrassed by other engagements, agreeing however to the 
monthly subsidy whenever his future occasions should oblige him to require 
the aid of our forces. Thus the Rohilla plan remained rather suspended than 
wholly abandoned, although it was left optional in our Government to reject or 
assent to it on a future occasion. jMessrs^Rawrell and Vansittart, who were 
with me at tho time, and to whom T made a daily communication in writing 
of the substance of every convc’rsation which passed between tho Vizier and 
myself, will vouch for the litoral truth of this narrative, as corresponding with 
what I then ropeatt'd to tlKun, and 1 believe it "will appear from it, tliat al- 
tboxigh I had not engaged tho Government by any express obligatioji to comply 
with any future ap])liealion of the Vizier to support his pretentions on the 
Rohillas, yet as the most essential article of the Treaty had originated from this 
design, and had been yielded to in consideration of my agreeuicnt to engage in 
it, it would have been dishonourable to decline the undertaking, wlieix proposed 
under circumstances as favourable to its success, and to tluj general interests of 
the Company, p,s they xvero xvlien I first offered to engage in it. 

Soon after my return to Calcutta the Vizier renew’d the jiroposal for in- 
vading the Rohillas, and repeated his desire of engaging in it on the conditions 
before agreed on. A variety of arguments concurr’d to fav'our it at this parti- 
cular tinre ; none to op[)oso it. The Mahivittas xvero so much occupied by their 
own dissensions that they could not even dcdeiid their own jmssessions in the 
Duah, much loss were they likely to interrupt our ojxerat ions against tho Rohil- 
las. Tlie King had no means of interference, but by his General Nudjuf Khan, 
for whose attacliiiK'nt ws had stronger security in his interest and his fear of 
his rival Ahdulahed Khan, than his master had in his allegiance. The Rohillas 
were too w^eak to resist so powerful an attack, and as their country was open and 
undefended, either by defiles, woods or fortresses, and in its greatest extemt did 
not exceed 200 miles, its entire subjection did not require any length of timer . 

To these inducements, wliich apply only to the success of the undertakin 
other motives equally powerfully engaged our attention to it* as a measure 
necessary to the interests and safety of the Company. 

All our advices both public and private, I’cpi’csonted the distresses of the 
Company at Ixoinc as extreme. TIk; letters from tlic*Court of Directors called 
upon us most loudly for ample remittances and a I’oduction of our military ex- 
peaces ; at the same time such was the state of affairs in this Government that 
for many years jjast the ijjcome of the year Avas found inadequate to its ex- 
penccs, to defray which a heavy bond debt, amounting at one time to a hundred 
and twenty-live lakhs f)f rupees, had accumulated. The Board bestowed much 
labour and time in the retronclimeut of their oxpences, but much remained yet 
to be done, and the regulations which they had already formed required time 
to produce any visible effects. By allowing the Vizier the military aid which 
he required, a saving of near one-third of our military expences would be 
effected during tho period of such a service ; the stipulation of 40 lakhs would 
afford an ample supply to ^our treasury and to the Currency of the country. 
The Vizier would be fre(!(l from a troublesonjic neighbour, and his dominions 
would be made more defensible, while his alliance with the Company sub- 
sisted, by being complecely shut in betw'ccn the river Ganges and tire Moun- 
tains, and his depcndance on the Company would bo increased by that extension 
of his possessions, as he himself was incapable of defending even his ancient 
possessions without our support. * 

Bor a more ample discussion of these arguments, I beg leave to refer to the 
consultation in the Secret Department of the 26th November 37'^® in which it 

144 



37 


was concluded after a long debate to consent to the Vizier's requisition, 
a precaution against an^ effects whicU were to be apprehended from the VizieV's 
, irresolution, the conditions originally accepted for this engagement were dic- 
tated to him in the form of a letter to be written by him, in which a clause was 
inserted that whether the country was conquer’d or a peace concluded between 
him and the enemy, the stipulation for the payrnent of the 40 lakhs should be- 
come equally due. Of this engagement I shall speak more hereafter. 

On the 24th February 1774 the brigade arrived within the territory of 
the Vizier, on the 17th of April the united forces entered the borders of the 
IRohilla dominions, and on the 23rd of the. same month engaged and defeated 
the Bohillas with the death of their leader Hafiz Rahmut Khan. From that 
period the conquest of that country may he dated, no material opposition 
having been since made. 

On the Gth of October the war was finally concluded by the treaty witli 
Fyzoollah Khan, 15 lakhs of rupees which he engaged to i)ay to the Vizier in 
ready money, were to he immediately appropriated lo the payment of i)art of 
the stipulation of 40 lakhs due from the Vizier to the Company, and we are 
informed that the Vizier is returned with expedition to Fyzabad "for the express 
purpose of discharging the remainder. The subsidy had been punctually paid 
to the end of Sopteinh(‘r by the last advices received ou that subject from Colo- 
nel Champion, dated the 24th of October. 

I now proceed to answer the objections which have beim urged against the 
propriety of this undertaking. These may be reduced to the foUowing heads — 

— That it was contrary to the express peremptory and repeated orders 
of the Company. 

2nd . — That it was contrary to the repeated declarations anil promises of the 
Board. 


3i'd . — That it was unjust. 

4ih . — That it exposed the Company to the hazai’d*of an indefinite or an 
endless war. 

5th . — That it might have involved the Company in a war with the Mali- 
rattas, and may still draw on us their future I’esenimont. 

6lh , — ^That by a removal of the third part of the whole militai’y establishment 
to so groat a distance, our own I’rovineos’wero exiiosod to danger. 

7th . — That by aggrandizing tlio Vizier it might render him a dangerous 
neighbour, and deprive the Company of the hemdits of his alliance. 

8th . — That it was resolved on precipitately without a formal treaty ; the 
conditions of it appearing only in a letter from the Vizier, where 
they are loosely expressed anil liable to evasion. 

9th . — That the conditions which the Vizier expresses that the brigade 
should never* depart without his permission, Avas an instance of 
arrogance in him and of aii unbecoming submission iu the late 
Administration, and mi.ght prove the cause of their being detained 
for ever. 


In the above articles I have not confined myself to the public records, but 
have endeavoured to colleirt the substance of all I have seen or have heard upon 
Vid* Mr. F.anci«’« Minnte o*'/’**' argument, and have chosim to clothe it 

entered in ConHuiutioii of the in my Own language; that which I have found prepared 
3rd November. being ill Gvory iiistaiico such as I allow my- 

self to use, even in retaliation of personal injury, much less in application to 
measures which immediately regard myself, I shall reply separately to each. 

1st . — I have read over with great attention all the letters which have been 
received from the Ilon'hle Court of Directors since the year 17C9 and long ago 
abstracted all the paragraphs written within that period upon the subject of 
the Compaliy’s political concerns, those having been given me for my special 
guidance in my nogociations with the Vizier the last year at Benares. I find 
n 1 1 ii • 1 1 lu u nothing contained in any of tliese which expressly ap- 
848? plics to the caso in question. I meet with injunctions, 

80th June 1769, para*, lat *‘to avoid new connections,” to endeavour “ to keep peace 

in Bengal and with the neighbouring powers,” and to 
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confino our viows to tlio security uud. tranquillity of Sengal, not to acquire fur- 
ther possessions, but to advert to the good* management of those which we have, 
“ to incline to those few chiefs in Indostan who are in a condition to struggle^ 
Instructions to theCommU- with the Mdhrattas,” “ to defend the King's person and 
sioners, para. 2 iid. tlio district of Korah and Illahabad ” which is meu'? 

tioned as an exception to their limited plan, ** to make known to the powers of 
India, that it is by no means the intention of the Company to encroach upon 
their neighbours or to acquire an extension of dominion by conquest,” “ that 
General letter 16th Septem- they regard witli a jealous eye the encroaching power 
ber 1769, para. 28 . of tlio Malirattas,” and “ that it Avould bo bad policy 

to take part in any operations which might weaken the few remaining chiefs 
who are in a condition to oppose their encroachments.” But the following 
extracts are so pointedly apposite to the subject, that I shall take the liberty 
to quote them at large. 

” It is with the most serious concern we learn from your late advices, that 
General letier, 28th August tlic incursion of tlic Malirattas had spread such a terror 
1771, para. 45. ^nd despondency into tho minds of those poivcrs which 

were tho remoter barrier of our possessions, that tho irresolution and timidity 
of the most potent of them have given rise to such successes as have en- 
couraged the Malirattas to invade the dominions of the King and lay claim to 
a part of the territory of Sujah Dowla, but the conduct of the Boliillas and 
Jauts is rather a matter of concern than surprise to us, as the King and Sujah 
Dowla neglected that occasion to unite with those powers ciToctually, to rcpell 
tho common disturbers of tho empire and confine them within the limits of 
their former possessions. To whatever causes this general timidity or supineness 
may have bcon owing, wo find ourselves equally affected, and the tranquillity 
of the provinces endangered thereby ; but as the projects of the King or the 
conduct of tho Vizier are at present too mysterious for us to decide on tho 
motives of their inactivity, and as we know not what alliance may bo formed 
to justify us in carvying our arms beyond tlie bounds of tlicir dominions, we 
are prevented from proposing any plan for your guidance in this respect, but 
should your subsequent advices enable us to form a more certain judgment of 
tho expediency of departing from the plan, we have laid down, we shall com- 
municate it to you by some early conveyance how far Ave may be disposed to 
carry our arms beyond the bounds of the Provinces or the territories of our 
allies and become the parties in an offensive war. In tho meantime we 
trust your sole objects will be the security of our possessions and those of the 
powers with Avhom we arc connected both by treaty and interest ; and 
this appears to have been the guide of your conduct upon the Malirattas in- 
vading the Province of Korah, we with pleasure approve the measures you have 
taken for defending the dominions of the King and Vizier from their inroads 
and depredations, more especially as those measures are not only justified by 
necessity, but are AA'ithin the line which we have prpscribed for your conduct 
in such a conjuncture.” 

“ The line of neutrality is still recommended, but the Board are authorised 
General letter to Fort St. to depart from it, wlicnever the interests of the Com- 
Iparafib* ^ ‘ ’ pany shall be endangered, or shall materially require it.’* 

Tho directions promised us in the letter of the 20th August 1771, have 
never yet been sent us, nor have we yet since received any further lights to 
guide us on this important subject, which I presume to place to tho account 
of the troubles which have embarrassed the Company at home. 

From tho above quotations and the consistency which strongly marks all 
the orders on this subject, I apprehend it will clearly appear that the principle 
primarily insisted upon by the Hon’blo Court of Directors respecting their poli- 
tical and military operations, was to avoid the extension of territory, and this 
we have never attempted. 

The prohibition of military expeditions, undertaken beyond the' prescribed 
bounds of their own provinces and those of their allies, on prudential and cau- 
tionary motives or other causes, independent of territorial acquisition, is only to 
be inferred from the tendency and tenor of their reasonings on their former 
subjects ; it is evident that it was not from inattention that their orders never 
expressed a prohibition of this kind, but that they rather, avoided it frozh a 
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conviction that it mi^ht sometimes be necessary, and because it would have' 
been difficult to mark the limitationil of it. This conclusion I draw not only 
from the two last paragraphs of their orders which I have quoted at length, and 
which were dictated by the experience of past advices, and a more intimate con- 
sideration of the subject, but even from their orders so far back as the 30th of 
June 1769, in which haying declared against an extension of possession in the 
1st paragraph, they add in the 3rd their ‘‘opinion that the most prudent system 
they could pursue and the most likely to be attended with a permanent security 
to the provinces, would be to incline to those chiefs of Indostan who yet pre- 
serve an independence of the Mahratta power and are in a condition to struggle 
with them.” But in the two last of the above quotations there is no occasion 
of logical surmises to discover the intentions of the Hon’ble Court of Directors ; 
they tell us plainly that it is their wish “to confine their views to the security 
of their own possessions and those of their allies, but that they foresee the 
necessity in certain cases of carrying their arms beyond those bounds, and of 
becoming parties in an offensive war,*’ and they promise in an early communi- 
cation of their instructions with regard to the lengths to which they will allow 
this doctrine to be extended. In their letter to the Presidency of Fort St. 
George they authorise them in express terms “ to observe no longer the neutra- 
lity so heai’tly wished for by them” in case they should judge it necessary for 
their interests to depart from it, and it is not to bo supposed that the Court of 
Directors would recommend one lino of conduct for tlieir ’Government of Fort 
St. George and an opposite one for Bengal, much less tlmt they would admit of 
such a deviation from their former pacific plan on merely political motives 
attended with a heavy expence, and yet prohibit it under circumstances which, 
in addition to the same motives, have every consideration of economy to 
recommend it with the prospect of an increase to their finances, at a time when 
their distresses both at home and abroad so urgently required such an in- 
crease, and their most peremptory commands (as I have already observed) ren- 
dered it the first object of our attention. 

I presume to affirm, both for myself and the other members of the late 
Council, that no period in the Company’s annals has been more evidently 
characterized by an exact submission to their commands than that in which I 
have had the honor to preside in the administration ; and for the truth of this 
I dare appeal to the Hon’ble Court of Directors. 

But in cases to which their commands do not specially apply, to adopt such 
measures as at the same time approach nearest to the spirit of their general 
instructions and tend most to the advancement of their interests, is the fairest 
test both of our obedience and fidelity. We might have suffered the Mahrattas 
under cover of the King’s grant to take possession of Korah and Illahabad, to 
have allied themselves with the Bohillas or established themselves in that ter- 
ritory, and lain with their armies unmolested on the borders of the open country 
of our ally the Vizier, till they had completed every preparation for invading 
it. Such a forbearance might perhaps have been vindicated, by the plea that 
the Company had promised at the distance of two years preceding it to furnish 
us with their instructions for a different conduct, and that, wanting those in- 
structions, we took for our rule their latest orders on the subject, which enjoined^ 
us to confine our views to the bare security of our own x)osse8sions and those 
of our allies. 

This might have been a sure way to guard our characters against legal 
imputation, although in fact it would have been inconsistent with the security 
required ; but it is not by s u ch c old and prud ential cations tlmt ye 
British name has acquired su ch a lustre m In dia, nor that the British IBmpue 
in Bengal is likely to be perpetuated, neither is this the conduct which the 
Company demands of us. Their orders are enforced by a more ^ liberal spirit, 
and allow in such cases as are not reducible to fixed and invariable positions, 
a discretional latitude for the zeal of their servants to exert itself for their secu- 
rity. I cannot better illustrate this than by the following extract of their 
general letter, dated the 30th June 1769, paragraph 6th — “ We esteem ourselves 
bound bv treaty to protect th,e King's person, and to secure him the possession 
of the feorah and Illahabad districts. When we wrote the 11th November 
1768, we apprehended the consequences of keeping the brigade at Illahabad 
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'would be creating in Sujab Dowla a jealousy that would involve u^s in fresh 
troubles, having at that time no cause to esteem him an enemy, but impressed 
as you were with an opinion of his hostile intentions and growing strength at 
the time of the dispatch of the * Valentine,’ we shall not blame your conduct* 
for deferring the execution of your orders for its removal, nor shall we at this 
time attempt to give positive directions for your conduct, which in such 
critical cases ought seldom to be done, and in which the situation of affairs 
may be varied by unforeseen events at the very moment we arc writing ; but 
haA'ing given you with as much precision as possible, a general view of the sys- 
tem by Avhich Ave wish to have our affairs regulated, wo must leaAre it to you 
to improve to the utmost of your poAver every opportunity of drawing towards 
tliat point, and whenever you think yourselves obliged for our security upon 
emergent occasions to adopt measures of a contrai’y tendency, you are to give us 
very full reasons for such a deviation, and endeavour to return to the path we 
have marked out as soon as circumstances will admit.” 

Slid. The second objection is partly tVuo : the Board has repeatedly de- 
clared in their general letters to the Court of Directors, their intentions to 
adhere to the dei'ensiA^e plan I’eeommended to them, and confine their' military 
operations within the limits of the Vizier’s territories ; and such were their de- 
terminations Avhen these lottcu's Avere AAU’itten', but at those times they bad not 
fully experieneed the incoiiAenieucos Avliicli attended our engagements Avith the 
Vizier in the j)roseoution of that system, nor had the remedy occur’d which 
since presented itself in the cojiditions offer’d for proseeuting the llohilla en- 
terprize, and which has been successfully applied. Our treaty of alliance 
obliged us to support the Vizic'r, Avhen his possessions were threatened with 
invasion at a heavy inc‘reas<Ml military expence, and the exportations of our 
currency Avitlf our troops; for three succivssiA'^e years these iuconA'enicuccs had 
recurred, and it is impossible to say boAV often they might recur: at last an 
occasion took place wiien, by a slight dcAuation from ilio defonsh^e plan, our 
alliance AA’ith the ViZi<T might ho converted into solid adv'antages, the employ- 
ment of onr troops made to saA^e near a third ])art our military expences, and 
the sueecss of tlu'ir operations to bring a largo floAV of Currency, not only into 
the Company’s territories, hut into their Treasury. In effect the very same 
reasons which before Airged us to shirk every military expedition, namely tho 
expence attending it and tlu> exportation of our Currency, now operated in the 
contrary direction, and recommended ihe employment of our army for the pur- 
pose of rcducijig our exponces and addhig to our Currency. 

Tho jAreeeding argument respects only the general subject of foreign expe- 
ditions. It has been urged also, as an argument against tho particular case in 
question, that the Btiard, when they adopted tho measure of the llohilla war, 
Avere couviiKaal of tho inipro])riety of it from tlie declarations made by them 
repeatedly in their lelhna to tho Court of Directors, of their Avisli and hope 
that it might not take place. Upon this I beg leave to offer tho folloAving re- 
flections. 

A consistency of measures is difficult to he preserved among a body of men, 
because an accidental ma jority may occasionally decide for contrary resolutions, 
yet such a case has never hap])en’d at our Board. A consistency of opinions 
*is not to he <*xj)ccted. The proposition of the llohilla war, after having passed 
tho S('leet Cominitteo, Av^as debated for three successive days in Council, in 
which the Board met, as I recolleet, both morning and evening to discuss it : no 
tw’^o members agreed exactly in oj»inion, and it Avas difficult to reconcile them ; 
at hist tlu^y came to a final agreement to leave it to me, to accommodate my 
OAA'n us nearly as I could to the collective sense of the Avhole, which was done 
with much management, and tho proposition Avas agreed to iii the mauue'r in 
which it stands in consaltati(>n, the 20th November 1773. 

]My sentiments wci'o the same invariably from the beginning, as will be 
seen from my report to the Board of my proceedings at Benares, and my minute 
entered in the consultation above referred to. Private letters are not com- 
monly admissible as authorities, hut on this occasion I cannot ^produce a 
stronger both of my own fixed opinion from tbe first movement of this propo- 
sition, and of the apprehension which influenced the Board, and I confess 
myself also, against it, than the following extract of a letter which I wrote 
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yy dispatch after my return from Benares. *‘ I was 

^nd to be.frTOd from the Bohilla expedition, because I was doubtful of the 
judgement which would have been passed upon it at home, where I see too 
much stress laid upon general maxims ancf too little attention given to circum- 
stances which re<][uire an exception to be made from them ; besides this, an 
opinion still prevails of the Vizier’s great power and his treacherous designs 
against us, and I cannot expect that my word shall be taken as a proof of their 
non-existence. On the other hand, the absence of the IVlahrattas and the weak 
state of the Rohillas promised an easy conquest of them, and I own that such 
was my idea of the Company’s distress at home, added to my knowledge of their 
wants abroad, that I should have been glad of any occasion to employ their 
forces that saved so much of their pay and expences.” 

When the measure was determined upon, and wo had come to a gcneml 
agreement, I was averse to introduce any new subject of debate, and therefore 
easily acquiesc’d in the expression^ of a wish entertain’d by the Board which 
might bo construed as inconsistent with the resolution we had taken. My sen- 
timents of the propriety of the expedition had undergone no change, but I will 
not deny that I felt myself influenced by .the same fears which operated on the 
other members of the Council, that the proi)rioty of the measure might not be 
seen in the same light by our constituents which we knew, from the temper of 
the times, might not only draw upon us their severe resentment, but aggravate 
the load of popular odium which has of late fallen on their servants, and, if I 
mistake not, these reasons were assign’d in express terms upon our proceed- 
ings. 

3rd. The egagements between the Vizier and the Rohillas which have 
been already quoted, suflicicutly evince the justice of the attack upon them ; 
they agreed to make him an acknowledgement of 10 lacs of rupees upon cer- 
tain conditions ; he performed these conditions and they refused to pay any part 
of the money they had promised. 

4th. No political transaction can be mathematically demonstrated to be 
totally free from danger : the probable advantages must be weighed against 
the probable disadvantages ; when the present measure was undertaken there 
was every reason to ex})ect that it would speedily bo brought to a happy con- 
clusion, and the event has proved that our expectations were well grounded. 

5th. The Mahrattas did not possess nor had any claiiyi. upon any part of 
the Rohilla country on the north of the Ganges when we undertook to assist 
the Vizier in the conquest of it. They might with more rejason have attacked 
us for opposing them in their designs on the Korah district, of whioli they had 
obtained a gran^ from the King, Ilut, in fact, a timid conduct would have been 
more likely to have involved us in a war with them, than either of those mea- 
sures ; had they been allowed to subdue the Korah district and the country 
of the Rohillas, the Vizier’s territories would have been open to their incur- 
sions, their numerous horse might have plundered it in spite of the efforts of 
.our infantry, and their continued ravages might liavo obliged him to come to 
an accommodation with them as was once ajjprehended, on terms which would 
have afforded them an easy entrance into our own provinces. Tn short we are 
much better secured against their attacks than we should otherwise have been,* 
and the better we are secured, the less will they be disposed to attack us. 

6tk, In reply to this objection, I will in the first place affirm that merely 
for the defence of our own provinces, two brigades, upon the present establish- 
ment, are Sufficient ; a third is necessary to add to our influence among the 
powers of Indostan, to support our alliance with the Vizier, and to answer other 
exigencies, which may happen at a more remote period of time. Upon the late 
occasion, when the Rohilla expedition was undertaken, our apprehensions of an 
invasion from the French had entirely ceased ; the dissensions among the Mah- 
rattas fully employed them at home, and are mentioned among the secondary 
inducements in favour of the undertaking. There was no other enemy from 
■whom we could have the least apprehension of danger : such was the occasion 
to be embraced for effecting our purpose by a temporary employment of a third 
part of our forces, and under suoh circumstances even without reckoning upon 
the acquisition which was the immediate object of the enterprise, to reduce the 
Company *s mili tary expences by employing that proportion of their troops 
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which was superfluous for the purpose of their own defence, was a great and 
manifest advantage ; but when the stipulated acquisition of 40 lacs and 
political advantages resulting from the measure are superadded, the visionary ^ 
idea of danger, which did not exist eVen in imagination «t the time the expedi- 
tion was undertaken, and can have no weight as an objection ; especially as . 
from our knowledge of the open and defenceless state of the Hohilla country, 
we were morally certain that the undertaking would soon be brought to an 
issue. By our ancient treaty with the Vizier we are bound to assist him with 
our forces within his paternal dominions, and the distance between their borders 
and the remotest part to which our troops have marched is only 200 miles. I 
will only add that so long as no immediate danger threatens our own Provinces, 
it is my earnest wish that one of our three brigades might be constantly em- 
ployed with the Vizier, as well to save so large a proportion of the expence to 
the Compaii^, as to prevent the ill consequences of total inactivity to the army. 

7th. The addition of territory acquired^ to the Vizier instead of raising 
him to be a dangerous neighbour, serves to render him more dependant upon 
us than before, as ho has mure occasion for our assistance to enable him to 
maintain it, and to support him against the claims of other powers. If his 
increase of wealth be an object of jealousy, let.it bo considered how largely the 
Company share in it. From September 1773 to September 1775 the sum we 
have to receive from,him by our late engagements amount to 3 30 lacs of rupees. 

Sth. I have already remarked that the first proposition for the Rohilla 
war was made by the Vizier in a letter which I received from him in June 
1773, that it was employed afterwards in the negotiations at Benares as an in- 
strument for. winning his consent to the payment of the full expences of our 
troops employed in his service, and that it was not finally resolved on till the 
26th of November, after the most ample discussion in the Select Committee and 
in the Council : it was not therefore precipitately resolved on. It is true that 
no formal treaty was executed for the conditions on which we were to assist 
the Vizier, nor did the occasion, which was only temporary, require it. The 
multiplication of treaties weakens their efficacy, and therefore they should be 
referred only for very important and permanent obligations. The form which 
was dictated to the Vizier for the letter, which was to describe the conditions 
of this engagement it is true, is not*of itself sufficiently clear, but it is explain- 
ed by my letters which accompanied it, and the reference therein made to the 
conditions which had been formerly proposed at Benares, as they stood in tlie 
three first articles of the draft, wliich had been prepared for the treaty, before 
the Kohilla expedition was suspended, for the fuller elucidation of the subject. 
These articles are here subjoined ; the two first had been agreed to by the Vizier, 
to the third he objected, wishing rather to engage for the paymbnt of the whole 
sum at once, when the conquest was completed. It is fortunate that the latter 
mode was adopted ; the completion of the conquest being actually effected, and 
the stipulation, although objected to by the Vizier when first demanded after 
the defeat of the Hohillas, having since been acknowledged by him to be due. 

The three first articles of the first draft of the Treaty^ 

1st. “^Whereas the Rohilla Chiefs in the month of June 1772 entered 
into a treaty with the Vizier in the presence and with the concurrence of Gene- 
ral Sir Robert Barker, by which they engaged fto pay him 40 lacs of rupees 
for his assistance against the Mahrattas, and which treaty they have treacher- 
ously broken. It is therefore agreed that a brigade of the Company’s forces 
shall join the Vizier and assist to punish them, and that he shall pay the whole 
of its expence. By a brigade is meant two battalions of Europeans, oue com- 
pany of artillery and six battalions of sepoys, and the expense settled at sunant 
rupees 2,10,000 per month. The Company’s troops shall not cross the river 
Ganges, nor march beyond the first of the hills. The Vizier shall retain, as his 
own, that part of the Rohilla country which lies on the north-east side of the . 
Ganges ; but in consideration of the Company’s relinquishing all claim to share 
in the said country, although it is to be conquered by their joint forces, the 
Vizier engages to make them an acknowledgement of 40 lacs of rupees, 
and in future to defray the whole expence of the Company’s troops, agreeable 
to the date above mentioned, whenever he has occasioi^for their assistance, 
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nc^withstanding it is stipulated in the second article of the Treaty of Illaha- 
baa, concluded by the Vizier and the Company on the 16th August 1766, that 
he shall pay only their extraordinary charges.** 

Snd. “ The Vizier may retain the bngade aforesaid on the above mention- 
ed terms as long as he shall require it, unless it shall he necessary to recall it 
for the defence of the Company*8 own territories, and he may employ them for 
the protection of any part of his country, but they shall be kept together in one 
body and not dispersed on different commands, except such detachments as the 
commanding office shall judge necessary in the time of actual service. He 
may return the whole or a part of the said brigade whenever he has no further 
occasion for their services, and he shall cease to defray their expences as soon 
as they shall enter the Province of Bahar. But as the Company cannot risk 
the credit of their arms, by allowing a smaller force to remain with the Vizier 
than half a brigade, it is provided that he shall retain one-half of a? brigade, or 
return the whole. Upon their dismission they shall return with all convenient 
expedition, and to prevent any future disputes from arising on this subject, the 
time of their march to the borders of his Province, shall bo computed by the 
rate of 6 coss per day from the place where they commence their march. 

8rd. “ The Vizier engages to pay the 40 lacs of rupees stipulated in the 
first article, by monthly payments of 4 lacs, to commence from the end of the 
month Kilbi-ul-awul, or 10th of Juno 1774, but should any accident (which God 
forbid) obliges our forces to retire from the Rohilla country and prevent the 
Vizier from obtaining possession of it the said 40 lacs shall not be demanded.” 

9th. It was neither arrogant nor unreasonable in the Vizier to require 
that since his entire dependanco for the success of the enterprise which he had 
projected was on the brigade of the Company’s forces, the Ijrigade should not 
abandon him while ho was engaged in it nor while the issue of it remained in- 
complete ; nor can I devise any other condition which could have removed his 
appreKcnsions. If the Board' judged the proposition reasonable, it certainly 
was not unbecoming in them to assent to it. It remains therefore to examine 
whether it was reasonable, and whether this power granted to the Vizier was 
liable to danger or inconvenience. 

I have already shown that the removal of the brigade to such a distance 
could not prove of danger to our own provinces, because it was not wanted for 
their defence ; that it could bo yiroductive of no inconvenience because it occa- 
sioned an entire suspension of the Company’s payments during its employment. 
It is not to' be denied that there are possible cases in wdiich it may be wanted 
for* the protection of Bengal, but these are out of the reach of all probability 
and too remote, to be quoted as an objection to the present engagement. 

I am not apprehensive that the Vizier will insist upon keeping the brigade 
continually with him ; my fears are that he may dismiss it, as there is every rea- 
son to wish for its continuance with him, and none, no not one, for its recall. 
"When the brigade was formerly employed with the Vizier and the share of its 
monthly expences defrayed by him was only 30,000 and afterwards 1,16,000 
rupees per month, he never showed earnestness for its continuance with him 
beyond the duration of the particular service for which it had been wanted, 
but was ever ready to propose its return ; it is not likely therefore that he 
should be more solicitous now for its perpetual residence in his county at an 
expence to him of 26 lacs a year, which he must pay, and which his income, 
with the late additions to it, can barely afford. He knows that whenever he shall 
require the presence of the brigade, it will be for our interest to grant^ it, and 
he will therefore part with it when his own occasions, which in this instance 
must be confined to the defence of his own dominions, no longer require it, that 
the charge of its maintenance may be shifted from his account to the ^ Com- 
pany’s and that he may be subject to that burthen only when he is an imme- 
diate gainer by it. 

This ’may suffice to show the little risk we ran, had we absolutely engaged 
the brigade to him as long as he mi^ht chuse to retain it. But in the present 
case (as I* have alrea^ explained in the preceding article) it was understood 
by both parties and in|^ed is inseparable from the nature of the engagejpent 
and the original oop^itions of our mutual alliance, that we might recsdl it, if 
required for our ow^ protection, not only without any imputation of breach of 
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faith but (unless it was done in so precipitate a manner as to defeat the purpose 
of the exj)edition) even without affording him a pretext for refusin|p the pay- 
ment of the 40 lacs. 

I havo been thus explicit in vindicating my conduct in relation to the 
Rohilla war for the sake of obviating any impression which a partial represent- 
ation of this measure may make upon the minds of my employers, as I know 
that the majority, of the Council, which has condemned it, will labour to paint 
it in the blackest colours which they can lay upon it, as an excuse for the pre- 
cipitation with which they have proclaimed their reprobatiotl of it, and violated 
the engagements on which the right of the Company to participate in the fruits 
of its success essentially depended. But it is not on the propriety of my con- 
duct that I shall rest for proof of the impropriety of theirs, which is equally 
incoinpatib^ with the interest of the Company whether the transactions of the 
late Administration shall be approved or condemned by our superiors, whose 
judgement only can decide U 2 )on it. A recapitulation of the principal acts of 
the now Council will amjjly suffice for this purpose. 

The three members who came passengers in the Ashhurnham from Eng- 
land arrived at noon of the 19th of October. The next day I met them in 
Council, which was adjourned to the 24th, both to afford time to Mr. Barwell 
to join us, and to myself to prei)are the business, which might be proper for 
the immediate cogniaance of the new Board. To this effect I drew up a minute 
describing the nature and state of two subjects, which wore undoubtedly 
the first in point of importance, the establishment of the revenue and the ti-ans- 
actions in our political system. If I could havo conceived a more regular or a 
more candid way of leading the Board into the knowledge of past .affairs, witli.- 
out the influeifce of my own pai’ticular judgement or prepossessions, I would 
have adopted it. This minute I laid before the Council held on the 24th of 
October. On the 25th the General moved and the Board (Mr. Barwell only 
dissenting) resolved to require that I should produce the whole corresjiondence 
between me and Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, my agent at the Vizier’s Court, and 
Colonel Champion, the late provincial Commander-in-Chief, both official and 
private, for their inspection : I offered the first and refused the second, for 
i*easons which appear in my minutes. To what I have already recorded on 
this subject I will further add that4here arc few persons in the service of any 
considerable trust- or rank in it with whom I have not maintained that distinct 
mode of intercourse. My predecessors have ever followed the same rule, and I 
am persuaded would have thought it a dishonourable breach of confidence, had 
they inserted on the records of the Company, any letters which liad been ad- 
dressed to them as extra-official and private, without the consent of the writers 
of them. Lord Clive, Mr. Verelst, Mr. Cartier, General Smith dnd General Sir 
Bobert Barker are able to contradict me if I have misquoted their practice, and 
I shall be glad to appeal to them for the truth of it, if there can be a doubt 
upon the subject. A circumstance exactly in point to the present matter in 
dispute, haf>peQed in the course of Colonel ' Smith’s correspondence with the 
Select Committee 1760, when by some mistake the subject of a private 
letter from tfie Colonel to the President w.as only alluded to in a letter from the 
Select Committee, upon which occasion the Colonel asserts his sentiments of 
the sacred rights of private coi’respondenjce in the following words : “ I have 
been made accountable to a public board for an unprejudiced discussion of 
facts which ought never to have transpired beyond the breast of the right 
honourable person to whom, and whom only, they were addressed.” And the 
Select Committee, by their silence, acquiesced in those sentiments. 

The same subject was resumed the next day the 26th. On my refusal to 
deliver the correspondence in the manner in which it was required of me. Colo- 
nel Monson moved, and the General and Mr. Francis agrdbd that Mr. Nathaniel 
Middleton should 1^ recalled from his station, and it was resolved Ijy a subse- 
quent resolution of the same majority, that the negociations of thili Govfern- 
ment should be thenceforth committed to Colonel Champion (who ought by & 
parity of reasoning to have been recall’d too) or to the officer who on the receipt 
of the orders, should chance to be the first in command pf the brigade in the 
field. To these acts Mr. Barwell and myself dissented,^ and I entered my pro- 
test against all the consequences to which they were liable.'* 

152 



45 


T1i 6 sentiments and intentions of the majority with respect to the Rohilla 
war and toe future destination of the* army were sufficiently manifested iu this 
meeting, and left me less room for surprise at the propositions which were made 
at the next, which was held on the 20th. TThese propositions, wjiich had been 
previously drawn up by the General, having undergone some alierations in sub* 
stance and form stand recorded as follow. 

The General proposes the following questions, viz. 

That the demand of 40 lacs from the Vizier be repeated and that 
Colonel Champion, or the Officer Commanding the second Bri- 
gade be instructed to that effect. 

i2nd.— “That the Colonel or Commanding Officer he also instructed to 
make a^ demand, for such further payments as may be due from 
the Vizier on the receiving these instructions, and |o liquidate 
what accounts may be unsettled- with him at the time. 

3rd. — That ho be further instructed, that although he is to make an im- 
mediate demand of the whole 40 lacs, and for such other paj'- 
ments as may be due at that time, yet if he finds tliat it is impos- 
sible for the Vizier to comply with the whole of those demands, 
he is to receive what can be obtained in ready money not to be 
less than 20 Lies, and the rest to be payable in different periods 
within 12 months. 

4/A.*— That the Colonel or Commanding Officer he further instructed, that 
in case the Vizier shall refuse to comply with these demands, he 
is to enter a protest against him declaring that the Company have 
fulfilled all their engagements with him, and within 14 days after • 
the receipt of these instructions, to retire with the army under his 
command and withdraw it into the Company’s territories. 

6th . — That further orders be sent to Colonel Champion or tho Officer Com- 
manding the Brigade that after having finished the negotiations 
for the money now due, he do immediately withdraw the whole of 
the forces under his command within the limits of the Province of 
Oude, and that unless the Vizier should require the continuance 
of the troops for the defence of his original dominions, with the 
Provinces of Korah and Illahabad, he return with them to the 
Cantonments of Dinapore. 

6/A.— That in quitting the Vizier he shall acquaint him that the Governor 
General and Council propose to appoint ^ person to reside at his 
court, and to declare that they mean to adhere strictly to the 
Treaties of Illahabad and Benares, till the pleasure of the Court 
of Directors, regaitliug the latter, be known. 

7'M.— -That he be further instructed, that if he should apprehend any dif- 
ficulty or danger from tlie Vizier in his retreat, that then ho 
should suspend his declaration and take the best nfeans in his 
power for the preservation of the army, and advise the Board im- 
mediately of his situation.” 

I prevailed upon the majority to defer coming to any conclusion upon these 
propositions until the next Monday’s consultation, this being Friday, both to 
allow time for each to come prepared with his opinions ujion them, and for the 
gentlemen of the majority to read all the proceedings which had any relation 
to the subject, and of which I had furnished them with a complete list of refer- 
ences in my minute recorded on the consultation of the 25th. 

On Monday the Slst the Council being assembled, I delivered in a minute 
containing my opinion on each proposition. Mr. Barwell did the same, both 
expressed tin assent tf> the three first, but objected wholly to the 4 th, 6th, and 
?th, and tqj^the last (jlause of the 6th. 

The sum of our objections to which I crave leave to refer as the force of 
them must be lost by an abridgement, was that the 4th was too peremptory, and 
left no room for the Vizier to propose any other alternative, in case his present 
means for future resources should not enable him to comply literally with the 
demands which were made upon him. That the 6th was a direct violation of 
the Engagements wbich had been formed with him by the last Government, and 
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would afford him a just pretext to declare his also void, and to refuse payment 
of the 40 lacs ; besides the danger of losing the new conquered country by so 
precipitate .a retreat from it. That the last clause of the 6th was an alarming « 
suggestion of the invalidity of the public treaty, which ought not even to be sup- 
posed till it were pronounced by the Company ; and that the 7th left it to the 
option of the Commanding OfiScer of the Army to declare war with the Vizier. 

The other gentlemen brought no opinions in writing, but resolved on all 
the propositions except the last clause of the 6th which was omitted. 

It is proper to remark that an army, joined by the Vizier’s, had pursued the 
remains of the Rohilla forces which had reassembled under the command of 
Fyzulla Cawn, to the extremity of the country and continued encamped more 
tlian a month within a very few miles of them, which interval had been em- 
ployed in negociations till the 2nd of October, when Fyzulla Cawn repaired in 
person to the English camp, and as it appears from Colonel Champion’s letters 
on the faith of some assurances given for his .safety. Since the negociations con- 
tinued the enemy remained in arms and our army still advanced nearer to th6m 
making preparations for an assault in case terms of peace could not be agreed 
on. Thus far our advices had reached us when the General introduced the 
propositions above mentioned. Yet at this crisis of affairs, without w/iiting for 
the event which a very few days must have determined, the majority came 
witfi their resolution^* decided for withdrawing the brigade from the service iix 
which it was engaged whether it were completed or not, and to compel th(* 
Vizier to the instant adjustment of all his accounts dependent with the Com- 
pany, or to abandon him altogether. 

One reason alledged by the majority for the demand, which had with so 
much perseverance been made for Colonel Champion’s and Mr. Nathaniel 
Middleton’s letters, was, that without them, and specially .without those I with- 
held from them, their knowledge of the state and circumstances of the Rohilla 
war, which was to enable them to judge of the propriety of coutinuing the army 
in that quarter, or to determine its removal, would be incomplete : yet they had 
neither taken time to read the series of the former political records which I 
had recommended to their perusal, nor the letters of Colonel Champion and Mr. 
Nathaniel Middleton, with which I had promised to furnish them, although 
these were surely as necessary for their information as the private letters address- 
ed to me, the contents of which they could not know, and I had declared to 
them contained no information on the points on which they wanted it. 

Soon after we heard that the Vizier had consigned over the 16 lacs which 
Fyzulla Cawn had engaged to pay him in ready money to Colonel Champion, 
ill part payment of the 40 due from him, and had hastily set out on his return 
for his capital with Mr. Nathaniel Middleton for the declared purpose of ac- 
quitting himself of the remainder, and that the brigade was in orders to march 
back to Ramgaut. Fearing the consequences of the orders which had been 
lately issued, I thought this a fit opportunity to induce the majority to moderate 
that for th^ immediate recal of the brigade, and proposed, that as our payments 
were in so fair a channel of acquittance and Ramgaut lay at little more than 
60 miles from the border of the Province of Oudo, to which they bad destined 
its future station, a discretionary power might now be entrusted to the Com- 
mander of t]^e Army, to continue it at Ramgaut for a short period, until the 
Vizier’s consent could be obtained for its entire removal, or until he himself 
should judge it might leave the Rohilla country without hazard of losing it by 
a fresh invasion or insurrection. 

I think it incumbent upon me to remark a small geographical error, which 
I have committed in my report of the situation of Ramgaut, which I found laid 
down in my own handwriting*Upon an old map in my possession at the dis- 
tance which I have described, but having sinpe received a more correct map of 
that quarter from Captain Barwell, the Surveyor-General, which ^companies 
these papers, I find that it is near 40 miles more remote from the t^ritories of 
the Vizier, an error of little consequence I apprehend to my argument, but I 
mention it that it may not be imputed to me as a deception. 

My proposal was rejected ; for the reasons both for and against it, I beg 
leave to refer to my minute in consultation the 8th Novemter, and to the 
replies of the majority in consultation of the 14th. 
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As a doubt is expressed respecting the nature of Mr. Nathaniel Middleton’s 
appointment as Resident or Agent for the Governor at the Court of the Vizier, 
^it is necessary I should say a few words to reconcile the propriety .of styling 
him my particular agent, and at the same time considering his appointment in 
the nature of a public one. By the Company’s orders of long standing and now 
repeated, all correspondence with the country powers is directed to be carried 
on by the President, and the intention of appointing a Resident with the Vizier 
was for the purpose of facilitating and perfecting this correspondence ; which 
being the particular province of the Governor, he was my especial agent, and 
his appointment was at the same time a public one, as it related to the public 
■ service, and was conferred upon him by the Board, though at my recommenda- 
tion. 

That the objects of my remonstrance may not be lost or mistaken in the 
long narrative and arguments with which I have introduced them, I beg leave 
to repeat, I ground my charge against the members who form the majority of 
the Board on the recal of my pufjlic agent at the Court of the Vizier, On their 
precipitate resolution of abandoning the Vizier, and of withdrawing entirely 
from his alliance unless he complied in the given time of 14 days with their, 
demands in the exact form and mode in which they were prescribed to him, 
on their ‘resolution to withdraw the brigade from the Rohilla country, even if 
he did comply with those demands, whether the conquest. of it was secured, or 
it was in danger of being wrested out of his hands ; and* lastly, on the extra- 
ordinary licence which they have given to the commander of the brigade, of 
forcing the Company into a war with their ally under cover of taking measures 
to preserve the army from danger. 

Actions so evident in their nature and bearing such strong appearances of ' 
determined hostility, though proceeding from the most just causes of provoca- 
tion, seldom fail of producing suspicions of worse intended, and in the means 
which fear suggests for sclf-defeneo too often prove the cause of working up a 
slight complaint into the most fatal excess of a declared rupture : but under 
the circumstances of t^e pi’esont Government nothing could have so evident a 
tendency to precipitate this conclusion. 

The jealousy with which a new administration is naturally viewed by those 
who are connected with it is of itself sufficient to render even their indifferent 
transactions liable to misconstructions ; but what sentiments must have struck 
the Vizier, when with the first notification of the constitution of the present 
Council, ho received advice of the recall of the public minister of this Govern- 
ment from his presence, and of the resolutions respecting the payment and the 
removal of the brigade. He will have concluded that a majority of the new 
Council had eSmhined to overthrow my authority and to raise their own on its 
ruins, and had determined to force him to a rupture in order to depreciate the 
measures I had taken. It will avail little that these proceedings are tempered 
with solemn professions of an inviolable attachment to former engagements ; 
such assurances accompanying the actual breach of engagements, are more 
likely to destroy confidence than to inspire it, as they too manifestly infer the 
conviction of an irregularity of conduct, which requires such declarations to 
explain and palliate it. 

I have been too long versed in public affairs to look for a cdlicurrence of 
all men’s opinions in any one proposition however expedient, nor am I so much 
addicted to my own as to take offence at an opposition to it, where that oppo- 
sition proceeds from a judgement unbiassed by personal animosity : 1 appeal to 
the minutes of the majority for proofs of the temper which swayed their reso- 
lutions. Had a mere sense of duty impelled them to declare their disavowal 
of the expedition in which they found a part of'tfie army engaged against the 
Rohillas, or if they, had judged the continuance of that force beyond the line 
of the Vizi||r’s possession inconsistent with the orders of the Company, the path 
which thtey should have pursued lay very plain before them, by which they 
might have amply manifested their own fidelity and guarded the Company s 
orders against the like violation hereafter. In many cases I understand it to 
be a proposition of law that quod fieri non debet factum valet — I believe it 
'was never more applicable than to the present occasion.^ The measure was an 
act of the past Admi nis tration, it was on the point of being concluded ; all the 
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'dangers and inconveniences to which it could ever have been liable were past ; 
of the conditions which had been agreed to on the part of the Oompanj to this 
engagement nothing remained but to bring the war to a period, to place their 
Ally in the secure possession of tlie new conquest, and to retire within their* 
former bounds : — the payments which formed the conditions of the Vizier’s part 
of the engagements were just due, nor had any reason yet appeared to justify 
the suspicion that he would have failed in the performance of them. 

Under such circumstances I presume that the members of the new Council, 
who disapproved of the enterprize, ought to have recorded their disapprobation 
of it, to have declared their determination not to give their consent to the em- 
ployment of any part of the Company’s forces beyond the line which they 
judged to be prescribed by the orders of the Court of Directors after the service 
in wliich they were then engaged should be accomplished, but to have permit- 
ted the brigade to have remained in the llohilla country, so long as that service 
and the engagements subsisting between this Government and the Vizier re- 
quired it, leaving the responsibility of the measure to the members of the last 
Administration who formed it, and under whose authoi’ity it was brought to the 
crisis in which the new Government found it. 

f 

The same temperate conduct might have been observed with respect to 
Mr. Nathaniel Middleton : his appointment as Resident on the part or the Gov- 
ernment at the Court-of the Vizier might have been confirmed, and the relation 
of it transferred from me to the Board at largo. 

Such a conduct without the smallest sacrifice either of their integrity or 
duty would have accommodated their sentiments to the faith of Government ; 
the alarms unavoidably attendant on a change of Government and the con- 
sistency of itscncasures so totally new, would have subsided; the Vizier could 
have had no pretext to refuse or witlihold the sums which were due from him, 
and the Rohilla war would have ended with honour, with unsullied faith, with 
the restoration of that lustre to our arms, which an inaction of many years 
had almost obscured in the minds of the people of Indostan, with a great addi- 
tion of wealth to supply our almost impoverished r«soui‘ces, and without a 
single inconvenience or cause afforded to regret it. 

Let the reverse of this conduct be examined in the first acts of the new 
Council. 

By their violent recall of my agent from the Viziei''s Court, they have 
proclaimed the annihilation of my authority in that branch of the Government 
in which the Company, for obvious political reasons, have ever thought it 
necessary to invest their Governor with the ostensible power, and which in tlieir 
very first orders to the new Administration, they have directed should be con- 
tinued to be conducted through him. 

They have disregarded the faith of our engagements which even in the 
most violent revolutions have ever been transmitted as sacred from one govern- 
ment to that which has succeeded it ; they have exposed the conquest which 
the British arms have acquired for the Vizier, to be wrested from him, with tlie 
loss of our military reputation ; they have risked the loss of the pecuniary 
resources, which were stipulated for the Company as the fruits of their suc- 
cesses, and they have precipitately withdrawn the brigade from its station, 
where its vmole cxpence is borne by the Vizier, to become again a heavy and 
useless burthen upon ourselv^. 

To the public acts manifesting the temper of their proceedings, I may 
quote another. 

It will be difficult to explore the source of measures, so uniformly violent 
and personal before the gentlemen could have acquired a knowledge either of 
the affairs of the Company or of myself, unless we trace in it a preconcerted 
intention to provoke me to a resignation of the Government, or to l^d me into 
a warfare of scurrility inconsistent with my character and statioiu ' If these 
however have been the objects of the majority, they will find themselves dis- 
appointed, for with respect to the former, I have determined to sacrifice my 
own feelings, and abide the decision of my employers, on the appeal which I 
have made to their unbiassed judgement ; and with respect to the latter, I will 
venture to say, that I shall be armed with a sufficient defence in the exercise 
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of my own -moderation. Bat this very disappointment in the first, and I will 
suppose, grand object of their views, must necessarily occasion a recourse to 
other MUses, to vindicate their conduct, and I am ashamed to call the public 
attention to a subject so exceedingly frivofous as that which I am now com- 
pelled to enter upon in my own further justification. They accuse me of having 
failed^ in paying them the honours due to them. Their accusations on this 
head is confined to the following particulars. Only 17 guns were fired on their 
arrival. The troops were not drawn out to receive them. They were met at 
my own house and not at the Council house. There was a delay from Friday 
to Monday, three days, in the order for issuing the new Commissions in public 
orders. And lastly, the proclamation of the new Government was not made with 
sufficient parade. To these 6 articles I must reply separately. 

— The orders given for the salutes were that 17 guns should he fired 
for the Chief Justice and the Judges, the like number for General 
Clavering, 15 (as ordered by the Court of Directors) for Sir Edward 
Hughes, and 13 for each of the members of the Board, if they 
came separately ; if they should all arrive at the sjime time, the 
highest salute was ordered to bo fired for the whole, and this was 
agreeable to the practice which hitherto had been observed, I had no 
other rule to go by. They did arrive together and were accordingly 
saluted together with 17 guns. •, 

2nd. — If they had landed at the Fort the garrison should have been under 
arms to receive them. It appeared to me unmilitary to draw troops 
out of a garrison to compliment their landing at a distance from it. 

3rd. — If I could have divined their expectations of being received, not at 
my house, hut at the Council house, or if I could have imagined 
that this was esteemed a matter of any sort of significance, I cer- 
tainly should have answered their wishes ; hut the circumstances 
neither occurred to myself, nor was suggested to any other person. 
I thought then, and truly I think still, that the deputing the senior 
member of ttie Board to wait on them on the river and to attend 
them to town and the assembling of all the other gentlemen of the 
old Council at my house for their reception, ample marks of atten- 
tion and respect to them. 

4th. — The delay of three days in issuing the Commissions was occasioned 
by a request of mine, dictated by my feelings on first perusing them. 
I had before received private intimation of their purport, hut my 
information was not complete, and I was hurt at the extraordinary 
redjiction of my authority which was to take place, and the apparent 
inconsistency of investing the second person in the Administration 
with greater ostensible powers than tlie first. TV'hilo I was agitat^ 
by these considerations, I requested this time to determine within 
myself, whether I should accept of this Government or conclude 
the period of my services to the Company with the close of the late 
administration before they were published ; and when my request 
was acquiesed in, I did not expect to have found it stated as an 
exceptionable part of my conduct. 

With respect to the want of parade in proclaiming the new Government, 
the members of the Board have themselves to blame for the deficiency in this 
particular; they formed a majority and might have ordered what pomp and 
ostentation they pleased : but it is exlraordinary that they should agree to 
measures and then throw the blame of them upon me. I am averse to parade 
myself and have never used it, I proposed a written advertisement as the usual 
mode of proclamation here; they thought a military attendance necessary, 
which was accordingly ordered to attend the sheriff, whom I thought th6 proper 
officer to publish a Civil Government. But it may he necessary to remark, that 
if there wm any dificiency of respect in ray conduct, it could not be personally 
intended against them, since the new Government was its object, I myselt 
had the highest interest in the honours paid to it being the head of that Gov- 
ernment. 

Upon the whole I must remark that I paid them higher honour than ^er 
had been paid to persons of their rank in this country ; as high even as had 
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lieen paid to Ml?. Vansittart and Lord Clive when they came in the first station 
as Governors ; men whose names will over stand foremost in the memories of 
the people of this country and who merited as much from their employers as 
any who have filled, or are likely to •fill, that station. I wrote letters severally 
to the three gentlemen at Madras, bespeaking their confidence, as a measure ne- 
cessary to the safety of the Company. The Board sent their senior members 
down the river to meet them, and as a mark of personal respect from me, one 
of the gentlemen of my staff attended tliem : the whole Council assembled at 
my house to receive them on their landing. What more could I do without 
derogating from my own rank ? But they seem to have considered themselves 
as the Government, and to have required the honours duo to it entire, to be 
paid to their own ])ersons, forgetting that they wore only a part, and that it was 
from tlic head they expected such concessions. 

I now onee more make my solemn appeal to the Uonourahle Court of Direct- 
ors, from the measures already decided by the majority of the Council, and 
protest against every future act of the same unvaried majority, declaring that 
I hold myself no longer responsible for the consequeuces which the interest of 
my ernployers aro liable to suffer, while I am deprived of the means which 
their commands, which the Parliament of Great Britain, which (if I presume 
not too rashly on the information communicated to me) even the gracious in- 
tention of my Sovereign, have committc<l in an especial manner to ray charge 
for the security of those interests, and the support of the national Honour and 
Dominions in this great and valuable branch of the British Empire. 


Fort William, the 19th December 1771. 

At a Council, tkesent : 

Secret Dept. The Hon’blb Warren Hastings, Governor General, President, 
Monday. Lieut.-General Joun Clavering. 

The Hon’ehj John Monson. 

Richard Barwell, Esq. 

PuiLiP Francis, Esq. 

Read the following letter from Colonel Champion, 

To THE Hon’blb Warren Hastings, Esq., 

Governor General, and Council op Fort William. 

Gentlemen, — It was not till my return to this place a few days ago that 
Colonel Champion sondH ia I had the honour of receiving your faveur of the 20tli 
the Vizier’s Tnneawp. October witli the proclamations which accompanied it. 

As Colonel Gailliez agreeably to my directions received from me opened tho 
letter in camp, I presume he made due notification of your authority to the 
fdivision of the army under his command. 

Some time before I left camp I received a letter from the late Administra- 
tion under date tlie 29th August to which it was my wish to have replied ear- 
lier, but circumstances having denied me a seasonable opportunity, I am now 
to have the honour of addressing you, gentlemen, on the subject of that letter, 
namely, the obligation which the Vizier of the empire put into my hands fpr 
seven lacs of rupees payable to the troops who were employed in the con Quest 
of Rohillah Dominions. 

When tho Vizier sent me that obligation I thought it necessary to inform 
Mr. Hastings of it and accordingly did myself that pleasure by letter 8th Au- 
gust, desiring his consent to tho army^s receiving tho money ; he thought proper 
to lay my letter before the Select Committee and they submitted it to the con- 
sideration of the Board, who gave it as their opinion that tho army is excluded 
from receiving the said sum by tho late Act of Parliament. 

Though the paper does not mention or bear express reference to plunder, 
jyet it is certain that in offering that money the Vizier had in view the satisfy- 
liing the Company’s troops for their share of plunder as well as the gratifying 
-ithem for the hardships they had undergone in tho course of the war. 

It is not for me, gentlemen, to offer any strictures on the Act of Parliament. 
I am unacquainted with matters of law and with the interpretation of statutes, 
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Mr. Barwell'g Miaute in Secret Proceedings of 8th December 1774i, 

Mr. Barwell delivers in the following .Minute upon this occasion and desires that it may 
be recorded:— 


■When such formal appeals are made to our superiors, I cannot help lament- 
Kr. mto... “8 oocasioD from which they proceed, 

nor repress the deep concern it nxes on my 
mind to view the prospect before me. When I met gentlemen selected by the 
public voice to discharge a trust of such national importance as the superintend- 
ance of the interests of the Crown of Great Britain and of the East India 


Company, I met them in the sanguine hope that one spirit would have ani- 
mated the collective body and united us so firmly in pursuit of the great 
objects of our appointment, that dissentions could not have found a place in 
our Councils. How great then is my unhapiness and disappointment to sec in 
an instant this agreable, this honorable scene my imagination formed, prove a 
chimera — a mere chimera — for, on the moment of our entering on the adrninstra- 


tion, a scene of contention comufenced— and to my mortification I found my 
attention immediately called to measures of the late Government that could 
not he retracted, having already operated and produced the beneficial conse- 
quences they were planned to effect. We might indeed risque these advantages 
to the State by an ill-timed impatience to contract its political connections — a 
risque I deemed incumbent on myself, if possible, to avert and on m;iture 
thought I have no reason to doubt the justntiss of my sentiments, or the pro- 
priety of that support I judged due to the Governor-General in our late debates. 
My ultimate object was obviously the benefit of the State, not contracted by 
nice examination of the literal confined meaning of any one particular order, 
but directed to the general good within our grasp, and offered to us in the state 
and posture of our political connections at the time wo entered on the Govern- 
ment. Eui’thor, I considered, and I fovs<aw no possible advantage to the Nation or 
to the Com[)any, in debating the propriety of ])ast measures submitted long since 
to our superiors, and for which neither myself nor any of the gentlemen of the 
present administration (the Governor excepted) were responsible. The bene- 
fits of the measures alone were left to us unburthened with responsibility. 
Why, then, not secure them ? What necessity for rendering them precarious by 
a precipitation that appears in degree to lose the object, while it inflicts the 
severest censure on. the late Government ? A principle of action that 1 flatter 
myself will fully acquit me in the public opinion whatever decision it may 
pass on the sentiments I have delivered. 

It is with diffidence and with the utmost deference to the judgement my 
superiors may give on a policy that terminates prosperously for their affairs, 
I adventure to -confirm opinions already pronounced. I am conscious it is not my 
province to take upon me to approve or condemn measures which have come 
before their tribunal ; but this has been rendered unavoidable, in the present 
instance, from their being made the subject of debate. Thus situated I have 
carefully considered and weighed every circumstance. I have marked with 
attention the rise, progress, execution, and happy consequences resulting to this 
Government from its connections with the Vizier, and pronounce from con- 
viction the late administration fully justified, and its measures entirely conso- 
nant to the first principles of sound policy. As this is my opinion, I must coin- 
cide in the Governor-Generars letter of appeal. It is from all the information 
I have obtained a candid exposition of facts. It is unexceptionable in mode 
and form and authorized by the Court of directors. This, 1 a[)prehend, is not 
the case with the appeal of the members in opposition ; not having seen it I 
cannot speak to the matter ; but it is at least exceptionable in form, and the 
first instance within my knowledge of a part of the administration formally 
separating itself. Opposing sentiments, I have often seen recorded on the 
proceedings of the Council, but I never before saw them addressed to the 
Birection in letters from the several members. I will not therefore attempt 
to extend’ known priviledges, or to assume new ones to my station. I approve 
and would affix my name to the Governof-Genoral’s appeal, but as the request 
is improper, and its irregularity would determine him ^ to decline it, I take 
this method of expressing my entire approbation and joimng thus far the 
Governor^QeneraTs address, to the Court of Birectors. 

XSd.) B/. Barwbll. 
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but I cannot for a moment give myself leave to think that this new law nro- 
cludes^ the army as a body from any of the right s of war. I cannot sunnoL it 
could he intended that British subjects serving in sTmTirtary capacity in A-^ia 
should be denied the a^an^^commoTi_to.Jiri±ish. soldiers in otlier parts of 
the . wor l d , and at all rates it occurs that such an innovation of established cus- 
tom could only bo affected by an express and positive clause. 

The Nabob’s oWigation was received on the 8th August, two months and 
twelve days before the existence of this new penal law was known in Indostan, 
for it was not published by you, gentlemen, at Calcutta till the 20th October 
and even supposing it meant to exclude the array from future benelits of this 
nature, it would with all due submission in my humble opinion he a singular 
hardship on the Corajiany’s troops were it to operate against them by retrospec- 
tion. 

This much escaped me, gentlemen, before I had perfectly recollected that 
the army has nov^ an advocate, I ^cannot admit, more zealous to promote their 
interest, but of far greater inlluence and much more equal to the task of plead- 
ing for them ; he, I am persuaded, will support their every right, and being 
better able to devise the means ; to him therefore I commit the cause. 

At the same time that I put the above obligation into your custody, o-entle- 
men, I,beg leave to pi'csont to you a separate note of hand of the Vizitur's for 
■fifty thousand rupees ivhich, though it is expressed to he for the behalf of the 
Brigade in general. His Excellency did mo the com])liment of desiring me to 
divide amongst the held officers as I should think projjer. ° 

Besides these two papers, I commit a third to your charge ; it is a tuncha, for 
throe lakhs of rupees which the Vizier did me the favour of desiring my accept- 
ance after ho had sent me the two papers for the sum of seven lakhs and a half. 

Before I left the army, tliese three lakhs were rejieatcclly offered and in parti- 
cular His Excellency’s minister informed mo tliat ho had instructions to pay 
them out of the fifteen lakhs which ho secured from Eyzulla Khan. This cir- 
cumstance I mention to you g(‘ullouion to show that t he Vizie r ’s offers of these 
donations were sponta neous and the effects of gratitude tor the services ren- 
dered him, hut I refused the money because when the note was sent to mo I 
had in my own mind dolermincd to add it to the General Fund; it was my reso- 
lution to convince my followers and companions in the tickl, that I only desired 
to share with them in the advantages as I had done in the lionours of tho war, 
and I can with great truth assure you gentlemen that T perceive much more 
pleasure and self -approbation in throwing these three lakhs into the common 
fund and taking my chance of drawing a proportion than I should have had in 
receiving ten times the sum in any other manner. 

Having now in this respect discharged my duty to the army and to my 
own reputation, J_ am to intimate to you gentlemen my wishes of returning to 
„England this season and to desire your leave to resign the commission which 
I have the honour to hold in the Company’s servic^. 

Attached as I am to this country where I have spent by far the greatest 
part of my life, I cannot divest myself of that amor patrie which warms the 
breast of every Englishman, and I took an early opportunity of signifying to 
Mr. Hastings my intentions of returning to my native country should any 
Officer be sent from England to take the command of the army. 

This event has now taken place, and though it is impossible I could con- 
strue it into an indignity offered by tho gentlemen in the direction towards 
myself, since they could not have even surmised my succession to tho com- 
mand, and although I should deem myself happy in serving under a Lieutenant- 
General of His Majesty’s forces, yet when J reflect that I have already had tho 
honour of holding a station which tho King has not thought unworthy the ac- 
ceptance of an officer of so devoted a rank, and that I cannot arrive at a greater 
dignity, tljere no longer remains a field for that ambition which should animate 
me as a soldier : it is therefore time to close the scene, especially as my health 
has been so much impaired during the course of the late war that it would he 
dangerous ‘for me to expose it longer to this unfriendly climate, and I shall 
retire vrith so much the more satisfaction that the array falls under tho patron- 
age and protection of an officer of so distinguished a character. Nor on this 
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account only do I most heartily congratulate them, but also for that there is in 
Tiew another gentleman ready to second tbeir General, and step forth with dig- 
nity to'lead them to the field of honour. 

I have long, very long served tlio Company. I will not say, nay I have not * 
the vanity to think gentlemen that I have done it with extraordinary abilities, 
but I have the satisfaction to know that 1 have done it with great fidelity. In 
serving them I have ultimately served my country and my King whose glory 
1 have ever had at heart, and it is a matter ot inexpressible pleasure to me that 
I consign the reputation of the British arms in this part of the world to my 
successor with unimpaired lustre. 

Before I take my leave gentlemen, let me beg, if there is no impropriety in 
the request, that I may be favoured with copies of the proceedings of the late 
Administration and extracts of your consultations relative to the Rohilla war, 
especially such parts thereof as regard my conduct or correspondence, and your 
honouring me with answers to such of my letters addressed to the late administra- 
tion as have been received since you assumca the reigns of Government, will 
greatly add to the obligation. 

I have now only to add, gentlemen, my most hearty wishes for success to 
your endeavours in discharging the duties of the important and conspicuous 
stations to which you have been called forth ; may the result of your deliberations 
bring new aggrandisements to your country, glory to your King and honour to 
yourselves. 

Fort WiliiIa.m, Gentlemen, &c.. 

The 13th December 1774. A. CHAMPION. 

Agreed that this letter also lie for consideration. 


LiBUTENANT-CoiiONEii LESLIE called in and the questions above entered being 
entered, he replies as follows, viz ., — 

lit. — I would beg leave to distinguish between the ^eal inhabitants and 
the acquired ones* By the acquired ones I mean the Bohillas or 
Afghans who conquered the country and became the masters of 
it. I believe thfi_JIfintp.Q. inhabitanta.-jK£re_iiat„QPprssa^^ the 
ryots have been much cherished by him as they ever were under 
any former Government, except at the time of the march of the 
army through their country, but that they returned to their 
plough immediately and seemed to be as happy as ever. 

The day before our march from Shawabad t^^e coun try upon the 
opposite s ide of the river Gurrah was in flames, and upon my en- 


quiry Into the matter I learned it was by mder of the Vizi er that 
he had sent several detachments of his fight cavalry for that pur- 
pose, but 1 believe the inhabitants of those villages had withdrawn 
themselves from them and taken sanctuary at Shawjehanpore. 

3rd. — I have already explained this, the Boh illas were the conquerers of 
the country and a very different, people from the native inh abit-, 
ants, the Bohillas being Mussulmen and the native, Hipdus. 

4th. — IJJianativa. inhabitants after I left Bissouly between that and^ Simbu 
were all at theif habitations and had returned to their cultivations 
of the country ; when I went down towards the banks of the Ganges 
it was highly cultivated, but about Puttergur which was the place 
of arms and retreat of the Bohillas before, they retired to Loll 
Hang as their last resource there was no cultivation but of sugar, 

exercised on t he fam iliei 


c annot positively sbeg 



there was too much reason 
to give the world a liberty to say that they were ill treated. There 
rwas one instance in which I thought it was necessary that I should 
interpose ; I had been sent into Felybeet where the wife and family 
*of Hafiz Bhamut were, and after a series of conversation with his 
sons at which Major Hannay and Mr. Murray were present, 1 had 
a message from the Begum to request that I would speak to her* 
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I returned for ansTrer tliat I was sorry it was out of my power as 
my conduct was prescribed to me, but that I would receive any 
message she would send to me ; she sent her son in return to ac- 
quaint me that the business he wanted to speak to me on was to 
beg that I would intercede with Colonel Champion, to protect her 
from any insult which might be offered her by the Vizier. In 
consequence of her request, I went to Colonel Champion and 
begged that he woud give every sanction in bis power and address the 
Vizier upon the occasion which the Colonel promised to do. This is 
the only occasion I had to apply to Colonel Champion on the sub- 
• ject ; 1 hear t hat many others did exist. I have heard a great deal 
reported of this kind. I believe a great deal of it and had reason 
to disbelieve a great deal, as the reports were so improbable I 
did not give ear to them. The messages from the Begum mention- 
ed no instance of severity or ill treatment to her ; at that time there 
would nothing have happened as it was the very day we marched 
to Pellybect. 

Those are the vague reports which I wished in general to inform 

you of, but indeed there were particular ones which w'ere attend- 
ed with such circumstances that I could scarce give any credit to 
from the situation of the parties. Ther e was a particular one at 
Bissouly, one of the daughters of the RohilTa Chief of that place, 
wdioni they said ho had committed violence upon and that she in 
consequence poisoned herself, and knowing the situation of the 
Vizier at that time I_tliougbt it almost impracticable wliicb made 
me to give very little credit to the stories' which I heard at the 
time of such a nature. ^ _ 

7/j^,_XTpon my word so little as I am acquainted with those points, I 
can*t possibly give an opinion but upon conjecture, and which 
every other person is fully as capable of as myself. But from the 
general character of this race of people, who took possession of 
that country from the native inhabitants, th ey m ade them till their 
ground loft them a subsistence and kept the rest for themselves. 
‘T cah^t tell what their conduct was to their conquered enemies as 
they conquered none within my knowledge of them except the 
inhabitants of that country whom as I mentioned before they 


kept in subjection. a • 

QlJi, ^Tho Ganges running through the Bohilla country becomes a^ k|us i 

V time of the year I believe in some places fordable, and continues 
■" ^o“till the end of March or beginning of April, at M'hich time the 
snow melting upon the adjacent mountains swells the river ^dit^ 
is not passable but by boats. There are several forts from 
wagaut to Ramgaut, they are all defensible as is the country all 
down that side of the river, having in gener-al very high banks j 
the opposite side is quite flat and is universally known to people 
in the neighbourhood because there is a continual intercourse 
between the countries on both sides of the river. v *. 4 . » 

9 *% don’t believe if our army was posted there that the Mabrattasi 

durst make an attempt to enter in by any part of that nver or any| 
other power of Indostan. I mean by our army the brigade that 
was stationed there. If they did it is very clear they might 
make a retreat, as our army could not come up with cavalry. It 
they should cross the river it must be with their horses only ; they 
cbuld not have any equipage, appointments or J' 

must he merely for a day as they could not bring any appoint- 
ments or subsistence along with them. 
l(}th —I can’t possibly say with regard to the a mount 

thouglfll^ouvmced ‘t amounted 

’to a very considerable sum; report ma^ it fro , 

Sons of money. I believe the^ncipal articles of it to have con- 
gStearroTEulliL and specie. There were a number of c^els and 
llepbants, but these were very inconsiderable m comparison with 

the former. 
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The General now begs leave to propose some questions to Colonel Leslie 

Q , — I observe that you mentioned dn reply to the 1st question that the 
Vizier behaved well to the ancient inhabitants, and I now desire 
to know how thby b eJiajrM tQjJm 

-<4. — T he priso ners who fell into the hands of the Vizier which I believe 
to be very few ^re ntijy.. entertained in his service? there are some 
of the sons of Hafiz llhamnt, two partic ularly tvhom I know and 
have often seen riding in his suit. He generally took one of these 
out with them all the time lie was at Bessouly ; their appearance 
was good and I think the same as the rest of his cavalry, and 
they appeared conten ted, but no doubt he kept a watchfulLnyo 
upon them. ' 

Q. — Are there any fords lower than Bamgaut on the Ganges ? 

I am satisfied there are several fords hot ween Ramgaut and Illaha- 
had. I have crossed at lllahabUd frequently myself. 

Question from the Governor — 

Q. — What is the general breadth of the river from Hardwa to the 
southern extremity of the Rohilla Country ? 

— I did not come down hy the river, but from Hardwa to Weynagaut 
(about, *12 coss) tlie river appeared to be about as broad as at Cal- 
cutta ; at Ramgaut it is broader and theuco continues all the wav 
downwards the same way and size as down Bahar and.inter- 
rupted by sands and islands. By the river I moan tlie body of 
water which when I saw it was about as broad as it is bore. 

Questions hy tjie General — 

Q. — Wliat is the distance from Sbawbad the frontier of the Province of 
Oude to Lalldang the extremity of the Rohilla Country ? 

JL . — I believe it to be about t wo h undred miles. 

Q. — Bo you know the latitude of Lalldang ? 

A.. — The latitude I think is 30 degrees 48 minutes north. 

Q. — How far do you reckon it to be from Lalldang to Dolby ? 

A . — Delhy I believe is in 28. 

Q. — Whilst the army was in the Rohilla Country could it have prevent- 
ed a Mahratta army entering the Province of Baliar ? 

A. — ^The Mahrattas might have entered the Province of Bahar hy ma*ny 
inroads, as the brigade was at too great a distance to prevent 
them. 

Q. — If a Mahratta army had entered the Province of Bahar at that time 
do you know of any troops that could have opposed their coming 
to Cassembuzar ? 

A. — If they had made their entrance hy the Province of Corah, I really 
don’t know what disposition the Vizier had made of liis troops 
to oppose their passage ; if they had come further down the 
country, I don’t know of any troops nearer than Barrampore, nor 
what disposition Governor Hastings had made to oppose their 
passage to Cassembuzar ; certainly ifJJlS Viziej liad not made a 
proper disposition of his troops in tho lower coimtry Qiey could 
liave penetrated as far as Cassembuzar. 

Questions hy the Governor — 

Q. — Did you hear of any Mahratta troops being in the country or near 
it, or expected there at the time* our troops entered it ? 

A . — After our retreat to winter quarters there was a report that Pyzulla 
Cawn waited a junction of the Mahratta force and expected a 
considerable number of Mahratta troops with whoso aid he in- 
tended to take the field again, and 1 think the time he* expected 
them to come was about the time that the river would become 
fordable, hut the report lost its credit immediately Irom the divi- 
sions that existed among the Mahratta CbiefB. 
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Q, Did the army consider the war in which they were engaged as one 
that did honour to the’lBritish name or such as disgraced it? 

^ cannot answer for the opinion of others upon this subject, I can 
only answer for my own. 

Q- — ^Who provided the contingencies of the army ? 

The Comtnissary General; at the beginning of the campaign they 
were supplied by the paymaster until the arrival of the Com- 
missary General’s Deputy. 

Q‘ ever know in any army that the person who provided the 

contingencies had the controul of them ? 

There were many controuls upon the persons who supplied the 
armies I have served in, but 1 do not recollect any agent of sup- 
plies controuling his own accounts. 

Q* — Had you any map of»the llolulla country furnished by the Gover- 
nor when you wont to the army ? 

-d. — No, I believe there were very few extant. I applied to the Governor 
for such as he had of the upper country, *.<?., of the upper parts of 
Bahar and Province of Oudh and he informed mo the only one 
he had he had promised to Captain Toone. 

Q. — Do you know if Colonel Champion was furnisried with maps of the 
country ? 

A. — I believe he had some maps of the counti'y, I have seen scraps of 
them but ho did not communicate them to me. 

Questions by Mr. Francis — 

Q.-r-IIow long since the Bohillas have been established in that country ? 

A. — About fifty years. 

Q. — "When you wei’e sent into Pelybeet did the Begum send the trin- 
kets and ornaments of the w'omen to you desiring your acceptance 
of them, and what answer did you send her ? 

A. — The Begum did send her trinkets and ornaments. When Major Han- 
nay and Mr. Murray and I were sent to P<dybect we w'cnt as 
three Commissioners in conjunction with three of the Viziers to 
examine the Treasury and search for military chests of the beaten 
army. We searched the treasury and every other place, but the 
zenanas which we w^ere forbid to enter; the women of the zenana 
sent their trinkets from a supposition that they were a part of 
the treasure, which we returned to them, acquainting them that 
wc did not come in search of their trinkets but for the treasure 
deposited there. 

Q. — Did the Vizier afterwards take away more trinkets and ornaments 
from the wmmen ? 

.4.— I believe he did ; I am pretty sure he did take them away the next 
day. 

Q. — Was it the enormity of the reports circulated concerning the Vizier’s 
conduct to the families of the Bohilla chiefs which made you 
think them improbable ? 

A. — No, it was. not; they were the circumstances of the reports. 

Q. — Is not the Vizier, notwithstanding the unhappy state of his health, 
notoriously addicted to women and accustomed to gratify the 
sudden impulse of hjs passions at any rate ? 

A,— I believe he is as addicted to women as most people, and that he 
“ would go as far to gratify them. 

Question by the Governor — 

Q. — Was he at this time in a condition to gratify his passions ? 

Prom the accounts 1 had of him I don*t think he was. 
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QuMions hy Mr. Francis — 

Q. Do you believe the Vizier eVer entered the zenanas of any of the 

Itohillah Chiefs ? ^ • 

A . — I don’t know, I believe he did. 

Q. — la not the family of a noble Moor dishonoured by a man’s forcibly 
entering the zenana and seeing the women ? 

vA. — Tes, I believe it is. 

Q — Were you employed in our army in tbe year 1773, when it acted in 
defence of the Kohillas against the Mahrattas P 

No. 

Q* — Did t he Vizier make any suitable allowance for the maintenance of 
tbe families of the conquered Chiefs or were they abandoned to 
distress and misery for want of the common necessaries of life 
at any time ? 

Vizier has. I am told settled .allowances, Jaghiers upon most 
of them, but-.l .believe not suflBcient to keep them in that way of 
life they ore brought up in, but upon my word I don’t know what 
distresses they have been brought to as they are confined within 
forts, h^t tl^report of the world says they suffer great distress. 

Q. — Did the Vizier make use of any and what contrivances to possess 
himself of all the treasure in the treasuries of the chief towns to 
the exclusion of the English troops ? 

A. — The Vizier took alkthe treasure he could find in the towns without 
regard to the Company’s troops. 

Q. — ^Was it the English troops or those of the Vizier which conquered 
the llohillah country ? 

A. — I believe the Company’s troops were the princials of the conquest, 
and I am sure they were, 

Q. — Is the Vizier able to defend and secure his new conquest without' 

' the constant presence of our brigade in the Eobilla country ? 

A - — If you confine it merely to that his own troops will be sufficient to 

' defend it. 

Q. — How far is Bamgaut from the frontiers of Oude ? 

A. — About 70 or 80 English miles. 

Q. — When you were sent to join the brigade were you informed of the 
object of the expedition, that is, whether it was to invade or to 
defend the Bohillas ? 

I knew it was ordered to join the 2nd brigade and Sujah Dowlah’s 
army, but I did not know the nature of the service on which I 
was to be employed. 

"Was it commonly said or believed in the country that the Bohillas 
had been sacrificed to the Vizier by the English Government, 

No, I never heard it, but the Bohillas said if we had not been in 
conjunction with Sujah-ul-Dowlah they would have been an equal 
match for him, and it was owing to the power of the En^ish 
troops that he conquered them. 

Questions by the General— 

Q . — Were the Bohilla Chiefs whom you said were now confined taken 
in battle or did they surrender themselves by capitulation ? 

A. — They surrendered at discretion. . 

Q* — How long do you suppose the army would be on marqhing froin 
liUlldang to Calcutta ? 

A. — Near three months, two at least. 

Colonel I^slie desires time to consider further on this last question, and as 
it becomes a part of his duty he will do it with the greatest exactness. 

The Governor desires to add this question for Colonel Leslie’s consideration, 
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Xn. wAiat time Ixe ituaginea & \v\volc "brigade or part of it wovild be able 
upon an emergency to come to Calcutta by water at the different seasons of the 
• year, and Colonel Leslie is desired to consider this question in its full extent. 

Major Hannay called in. 

fo the first question. To the best of my knowledge J s aw no signs of 
oppression to tbALuUabUants of the new conquered country, but from particular 
enquiries which I had an opportunity of making of the country people tliev 
said they had _meb_.with no treatment that they could complain ofj t'barfrom the 
treatment they had met with, they had no reason to fear greater severity 
from the Vizier than their former masters. 

To the second question. — I believe both the Vizier and the B-obillas were 
concerned in burning the villages. I was Informed that some days before our 
arrival at Sbawbad the itobillas had burned some villages towards Mamdy, 
in the Vizier’s ancient dominions. , 

To the third question.— I have Icarnd from many people that it is only 
within 60 years, that the Rohillas have become masters of the country to the 
north of the Ganges, that they were originally Afghans, came into Xndostan 
tinder a Surdar.named Daud Oawn and that they conquered that country from 
tlm JHindoos and that since that time they have followed no other profession 
than that of arms, and the ancient Ilindoos have cultivated, 1 he country, the Ro- 
hillas are Mussulmen of the sirct of Omah, and that the cultivators of the country 
are Hindoos. I suppose the proportion to be about 9 Hindoos to 1 Mussulman. 

To the fourth question. — Several of the native inhabitants of course had 
followed the Rohillas to Pattergur and X.alldang, hut.the. proportion of them 
was ve ry, small, and several of them to my hr;owiedge returned bofore the war 
was finished, to their former habitations. At the time that I went upon an expe- 
dition from Bessouly to Sumbul, Meradahad and Ramj)ore, the c ountry appeared 
to he in good cultivation, the inhabitants were employed in tilling it. It is in 
general one of the best cultivated countries I have seen in Indostan, and vdiy 
well inhabited, and the people appeared to be as busy at this time as if there 
had b een a profound peace, and under no kind of apprehension from the con- 
querors. At or some time after the battle of St. George Eugee Cawn was re- 
turning from Delhi to join his master the Vizier, and had taken possession of all 
the country from Anopshare and Raragaut to Ramporo, and established Fousdars 
and Collectors of the revenues of it before the arrival of our army at Bessouly, 
and to maintain these Fousdars in the execution of their duty it was only neces- 
sary to leave 600 Nudjiff Cawns there and 6 companys of regular sepoys and 
some hundreds of the Burrah Fultan, in all not amounting to 1,500 men, who 
kept the country in perfect quietness untill oar army arrived and after the 
march of our army to Pottergur. 

To the fifth question.— I was generally inform’d and f r om my ovm observa- 
tion , I.^am led to btdiove tha£ he treated them with a grea^* oeal of ■^vcriT;^Xov 
msjiance he deprived them of all the ornamental part of their dress and did not 
provide them with such accommodations as I thought their rank entitled them 
to expect. The reports that prevailed in camp were various, hut were not con- 
veyed to me from such authority as to warrant my offering them to the Board. 

Mr. Francis begs leave to propose the following question in this place as 
it has immediate relation to the last. 

Q. — i)o you know or have you heard whether they were at any time re- 
duced to distress for want even of a subsistence ? 

ji . — have heg,fd.thnt their subsistence was scanty, but this is one of 
the reports I have heard and have not been able to ascertain the 
truth of, to my own satisfaction. 

To the sixth question. — I have h^rd while I was at Bessouly frequently 
t|iat ^ had. violated one of tfie dau^ters of Mohuboola Cawn,- hut I never gave 
credit to it, nay I^helinve. it impossible from the state of health he was in at 
thqt. I may say further that when 1 heard this re|)ort, I was at a good 

deal of pains to investigate the truth of it, and tracing it back, I could carry it 
no further, than it was a report that prevailed among the guard at the door 
of the zenana, and from the situation of this guard to the zenana it w’as iinjios- 
sible they could he acquainted frith any circumstances that past within, as the 
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apartments of the women were at such a distance from the gateway where the 
guard, were placed. There was another motive which induced me to disbelieve 
the report which was that a few days after this happened the women were car- " 
ried to camp where he would have a much better opportunity of doing it, with- 
out detection hud he been disposed to it or able. 


Question by Mr, Francis . — 

Q. — Do you know or believe that the Vizier entered the zenanas of the 
wives of any of the Bohilla Chiefs ? 

A. — It.. is ..impossible for me to answer with any degree of precision 
from the zenanas being spacious places consisting of many apart- 
ments many of which are not occupied by women. I never knew 
of his going into any of them at Pellybect ; I can positively say he 
did not for he never went into tlie Town of Pellybeet ; at Bessouly i 
I have heard that he went frequently into the zenana there, but to 
the best of my remembrance it was after the women were removed 
to camp, and that ho was fitting up the zenanas for the recep- 
tion of his own family during the time he was going to Putter- i 
gur. . 

To the seventh question. — Their national character has in general been the 
yant of sincerity, to elucidate which, I beg leave to mention one instance. At 
the time that Mahomed Ally was their chief, he prevailed upon the Almora Baja 
and the other hill Bajas to assist him in his rebellion against the King Maho- 
med Shaw, that they did assist him with 20,000 men, that upon the approach 
of the imperial army they found themselves so much inferior in point of 
strength that they judged it imprudent to give him battle, and prevailed upon 
the Almorah Baja to admit them into his country the access to which is so 
strong that a small number of troops may defend the pass agaixxst a very nume- 
rous army, they continued there till an invasion of the Mahrattas required that 
the army of the empire should be returned against them. As soon as ever the 
army of the empire quitted the Bohilla country, then the Bohillas seized the 
country of the Almorah Baja, their ally, carried away most of the handsomest 
women of the country captives, among others the daughter of the Baja whom 
Ally Mahomed took himself and she was the mother of the present Fyzulla 
Cawn. This is mentioned as an instance of their insincerity, farther itjs a 
proverb in Indostaiii^ that they pray with one hand and rob with the otKjer, 
Their manner of making war is much the same as is practised all over Indostan ; 
towards their conquered enemys they have generally been bloody, those whom 
they have saved they commonly made captives of, and in the late campaign 
I have been very well assured by many of the prisoners that their intdhtions 
towards us were very bloody, that they had orders to give no quarter. 

To the eighth question. — I have never understood that it was fordable at 
any place below Anopshuri, and I have taken great pains to make myself ac- 
quainted with your subject by enquiries of NudjifE Cawn, and after the war 
was finished of many of the Bohillas. I have understood that it is easy forded 
at no place, but in the month of March and beginning of April it may be forded 
at several places between Hardwa and Anopshuri, but it is not fordable long 
after that period on account of the melting of the snows and rising of the rivers. 

I have been told by Nudjiff Cawn that he was astonished at the Bohillas suf- 
jfering the Mahrattas to cross the Ganges when they invaded the country of 
Zabita Cawn to the mouth of the Ganges, as he assured me that every one of the 
fords might easily have been defended. I was with the Vizier a few days after 
they had crossed the Ganges, and he blamed the sirdars very much for suffering 
them, using this expression, “ He was sure Zabita Cawn w'as not the son of old 
Nazim 0*Dowlah or he would not have suffered them to cross the Ganges.** It 
is the general opinion of all the Indostan soldiers with whom I have talked on 
the subject that the Ganges is not to be forded but by surprise ; the, fords are 
very well known. 

To the ninth question. — I think it would be so dangerous- an enterprize 
that they would hardly undertake it ; and if they did, in case of a defeat they 
would be totally ruined having but a small tfhet of country to mcifch over 
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before tbey come to tlie Ganges, and if a victorious army pursued them closely* 
they must either perish in it or fall by tho sword. 

To the tenth question.— I believe it impossible to accertain what the 
sum 18, but it IS generally supposed and I do very believe to have been consider- 
able, consisting ehietty in specie, plate and jwels; by considerable, I mean up- 
wards of a crorc ofjrupees; this is my own opinion, others have e^imated the 
sum at ‘a groat deal more. 

To the eleventh question. — I recollect to have learnt from Sir Robert Barker, 
that. when he marched up to Ramgaut with the Vizier to the assistance of the 
RphUlas, and had come near to the Mahratta army, their conduct was so doubt- 
^^uch the appearance of treachery, that ho had come to a reso- 
lution of attacking them if they did not fully declare themselves by their 
actions ; and to the best of my remembrance ho would have done it but that 
he was misled by a guide. But this is a question which Colonel Champion or 
Colonel Goddard can better reply to as they were present, I was not but only 
heard it from General Sir Robert Barker. 

Questions by the General — 

Q. — Do you know who has the commission to receive Nujiff Cawn’s 
pension which is to be paid by this Presidency ? 

A, — It is a question I cannot well reply to. I know whom he intended 
to ajipoint his agent, but the confirmation of the appointment 
I understood depended on the Governor. 

Q. — Who was the person intended with the Government approbation ? 

A . — I was. 

Q . — What were you to receive for it ? 

Major Hannay oi’dercd to withdraw. 

Tho Governor General observes that the questions which he proposed and 
which were assented to by tlie Board related only to the Kohilla war, but tho 
questions now put by the General tend to reveal some transaction of Major 
Hannay himself, which if of a private and lawful nature the Board haVe no 
right to enquire into, and if of an unlawful nature they ought not to be put to 
Major Hannay himself, he therefore objects to this question being put. 

Mr. Prancis. — I think the question proper and necessary and that the 
Board have a right to make tho enquiry. I cannot suppose that Major Hannay 
has done anything criminal in this business, because the intended appoint- 
ment was to have the sanction of tho Governor, and had been commimicated to 
him by the Commander-in- Chief of the Army. 

Mr. Barwell thinks the question improper, it has no public object, and 
therefore objects to it. 

Mr. Monson sees no impropriety in putting the question to Major Hannay, 
-as he understands that these gentlemen were called before the Board to give 
the most ample information and cannot suppose that there was any thing 
improper in the appointment of Major Hannay to be Agent to Nudjiff Cawn 
as it was to receive the Governor’s sanction. 

Resolved that the question be put. 

Major Hannay called in again and the question put to him— - 

— I have long known Nudjiff Cawn, he is a man for whom I enter- 
tain a friendship and should embrace any consistent opportunity 
to testify my friendship to him. I wish toexplain what I mean by 
the Governor’s confirmation of his intention of appointing me his 
Agent. I thought it was improper to accept of that appointment 
without having first applied for and obtained leave from the Com- 
mander-in-Chief and the Governor not thinking myself an adequate 
judge how far it was proper for me to undertake such an office. 

Question ky the Governor—^ 

Q, I desire Major Hannay may inform the Board what answer he 

received from me either directed to himself or the Commander- 
in-Chief. 
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u ±. — £ don't positively recollect what the answer was, hut I think it was 
that there was no money due at that time to Nudjiff Cawn, but 
when the Governor should be acquainted with the pleasure of 
the Court of Directors ho would then determine whether the Ja- 
^hire was to be paid, and in the meantime it was needless to con- 
firm an appointment which might never be exercised. 

Quesifons by the General — 

jQ. — Do you not know that Colonel Champion made representations to the 
Vizier of cruelties exercised by his troops in the llohilla country ? 

■A . — I have heard Colonel Chamjiion say that he had remonstrated to 
the Vizier against the burning of any villages, but I was not 
present at any such remonstrance. I further heard him say that 
he had used his offices w'ith the Vizier to pursude him to treat 
the captive families of the Rohilla chiefs with more humanity 
and tenderness, and that upon these occasions the Vizier denied 
having treated them with severity. 

— Do you imagine that Colonel Champion would have made such 
representations to the Vizier if he had not been persuaded that 
the facts were true ? 

A. — The burning of the villages w’as evident, and I can say with con- 
fidence that Colonel Champion would not have made application 
to the Vizier for the remedy of evils which he did not believe to 
exist. 

Whether you don’t think that the Commander of the itrmy was in 
a situation to be better informed of transactions of that nature 
than yourself ? 

A. — W^ith respect to the burning of the villages and matters of that 
nature with all deference to the Commandcr-in-'Chief, I humbly 
conceive that I had a good opportunity of being acquainted as 
any one ; with respect to the treatment of the caj)tive families, 
I conceive ho must have had better opportunities of information 
than mo, as he might have received letters from them on the 
subject which I did not. 

^ Q. — Whether you imagine that the army whilst it was in the Bohilla 
country could have prevented the Mahrattas from entering the 
Bahar province by the country of Corah ? * 

A. — I understand that the Mahrattas must come into theoCorah country 
by the Culpee Gaut, and as their march from their own country 
to Culpee is a very considerable greater distance, our army*would 
have been time enough to oppose their passage of the Jumna. 

Q, — ^Was the brigade complete when it entered the field, particularly, 
the Europeans ? 

A. — Not quite complete. 

Q . — IIow was it by the last returns you have seen ? 

A. — Not quite complete. 

Q. — How many men did the European battalion want ? 

A. — I will send a particular account tomorrow from the latest returns 
I have seen. 

Q. — What troops had you belonging to the Company and the brigade 
establishment ? 

A. — The latter part of the campaign the troop of cavalry; wo had also 
two companies of grenadier sepoys from the 8rd brigade. 

Q. — Whether the cadets form part of the effective strength of t*he second- 
regiment or not ? 

A. — It was only in October last that they joined the regiment. They 
did duty before with the sepoy grenadier corps ; . they arc not 
included in the establishment. 
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Qt Who supplied the contuigeucics of the unuy ? 

A. At the be^nning of the eampaign they were furnished by the pay- 
zuaster, but latterly by the Oommissary General. 

Q.— Is it usual for the same pcrson’to supply contingencies and to con- 
trol the accounts of them ? * v © 

A. -A. don’t recollect any instances of it in Europe. 

QueBtiom by Colonel Monson — 


What induced the Vizier to enter the zenana at Bissouly after the 
■women had been removed from it ? 


A.— To look for treasure was his first motive, and to set up the zenana 
lor his own women was his secondary. 

Q.— When you went as an agent in behalf of the army into the fort of 
Pillybeet to look for treasure were you precluded from eoin" 
into the zenana? ^ ® 


A . — I was. 


Q* — you imagine if you had been allowed to have gone into tlie 
zenana, you would have found treasure ? 

A . — I do imagine I should have found some, as I was informed by a son 
of Xlafiz Bahmit Cawn that there were some thousands rupe(*s 
there, I think about 10,000. 


Quesdons by Mr. Francis — 

Q . — Do you conceive the country of the Rohillas to be completely and 
quietly reduced to the Vizier’s subjection? 

A. — I do. 

JQ . — Do you apprehend that it is necessary for the English troops to 
remain there in order to secure and establish the Vizier’s govern- 
ment over his now subjects ? 

A » — I do not consider it as absolutely necessary that they should conti- 
nue in that country, but it would be of great advantage to the 
Vizier’s affairs that they should bo in some part of the Province 
of Oude, the nearer the frontiers the more it would contribute to 
the Vizier’s advantage. 

Question by the Governor— ^ 

Q. — Do'you. imagine that the possession of the Rohilla country would 
be at this time in danger by the opinion that it might be invaded 
without any interruption or opposition from the English brigade? 

A. — The unsettled situation of the Pattans and the Eohillas that were 
made to cross the Ganges into the Duabe makes me believe 
that if the brigade were withdrawn and they were thoroughly 
convinced that the Vizier would not be supported in that con- 
quest, they would endeavour to wrest it from him. 

Questions by Colonel Monson— 

Q . — Do you know the bundebust that the Vizier has settled for the 
whole of the Rohilla country? 

A. — No, I do not. 

— What is the reputed revenue of the Rohilla country ? 

A. — Upwards of 70 lacs. • 

Q,; — You said that several of the prisoners had informed you that they 
intended to give us no quarter ; do you not think it natural that 
they should form such a resolution against a nation which without 
any provocation invaded their country with an avowed design 
to conquer it for a Prince whom in their corruption the Rohillas 
particularly feared and detested ? 
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— Under such circumstances as here represented I should regard it 
by no means an unnatural .resolution for the Bohillas to have 
come to, but I understood that they never accused us of entering 
their country without* provocation, and what I understood from ” 
them to have been the provocation, that brought us into their 
country, was their not having fulfilled their engagement they bad 
entered into with the Vizier to pay him 40 lacs of rupees, nor did 
I understand that the conquest of the country was meditated if 
they should have paid the treaty money and the expences of the 
war. 

The Board having no further questions to put to Major Hannay ho is 
desired to withdraw. 


Fort William the 28th December 1774. 

At a Councii., present : 

Secret Dept. The IIon’blb Warren Hastings, Governor General, President* 
Wednesday. Lieut.-General John CiiAVERiNG. 

The Hon’blb George Monson. 

Bichari) Barwbli, Esq. 

Philip Francis, Esq. 

The Consultation of the 21 at read and approved. 

Colonel Champion having sent in the following letter which is now read. 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, — Last night I received your favor of the 19th, 

and have to wish that Mr. Hastings’ consciousness of 

Colonel Champion. Credit due to his conduct, to his sentiments and to 

his manner of communicating them had been sufficient to have prevented the 
possibility of his receiving the sense of my address of that date in the manner 
" he appears to have done. 

I gave myself the liberty of supposing he had declined producing the cor- 
respondence from regard to ordinary politeness in consideration of many of the 
letters having been addressed familiarly, and by the reference made to him I 
meant no more than a return of the like compliment ; but although I have 
already waived every other objection, he was pleased to insist on making the 
reference on his part a matter of tenderness towards me. Under such a con- 
struction, I cannot think of withholding the letters, and unequal as I acknow- 
ledge myself to Mr. Hastings in the talent of writing, I shall let my sentiment- 
and conduct speak for themselves without seeking to anticipate opinions* 

When, for the reasons assigned in my letter, I requested the favor of a pre- 
vious perusal of your questions regarding the Bohilla war, I always under- 
f stood that I was to give the answers verbally, because I know the effects of one 
question frequently produces another. My complaints are now less painful 
' though my health is far from being rc“establishcd, but I am so much recovered 
that I shall with pleasure wait upon you whenever it may suit your conve- 
niency. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

A. CHAMPION. 


The 21st December 177 d. 


Colonol Champion called in 
and examined on the Bohilla 
War. 


Colonel Champion in compliance with a Summons 
now attending is called in and the Governor General’s 
questions of the 19th instant being put to him iie replies 
to them severally as follows : — 

To the 1st question. — It appeared so to me. 

172 



63 


To tlie 2nd question. — ^The Vizier. 

To tlie 3rd question.— The Rohillas are in possession of it as conquerors 
only, the native inhabitants are not of the same sect or religion. 

To the 4th question. — The native inhabitants are still remaining, and the 
country is in a flourishing state. 

To the 6th question. — It appeared to me that he was guilty of cruelties to 
the families of the liohilla Chiefs but as to the instance 1 must refer to my 
minute. 

To the 6th question.- — I did hear such a report, but as to the grounds, I 
have none sufficient to prove the accusation, but the report of it was made to 
me. 

To the 7 th question. — They are a brave race of people, they make wars as 
the Indians generally do. jr*Tiavb no particular accounts of their conduct to 
their conquered enimies. 

To the 8th question. — T^e ^nges is fordable .in. many places, I believe 
in April, May and part of .JiTne. 1 have little knowledge of the fords, but I 
believe tliey^ may. , ha defeiasible ^ a Ijluropean forcft,_but not by. the country. 
powers. I believe they are universally known. Rynegaut is one, Ramgaut 
anothcfjT and there are two other places, the names of which I do not know. 

To the 9th question. — If our army was upon the spot I don't think they 
would venture to^ cross, hut if the army was at the distance of 100 coss, I 
believe they would venture, and with our army pursuing them, I think they 
would recross themselves but not with safety to their baggage. 

To the 10th question. — I have heard (have an account) but that account 
was given me by Hircarrahs that t he a mount of the plunder was^about 1^ crore 
iif^^ocs, and I belief^ that the amount was a orpre and a half of rupees ; it 
consisted in gold, silver and jewels. 

To the 11th question. — I cannot charge my memory with any thing of 
that sort. 

Questions by the Governor General — 

Q. — Do you know whether the Vizier received any letters from Hafiz 
Rhamed Cawn and the other Rohilla Chiefs under their respect- 
ive seals about the time of the commencement of the campaign ? 

A . — To the best of my recollection he did. 

Q. — Did you receive such a letter from the Rohilla Chiefs at the same 
tknc ? 

A.—l. think I did. 

Q , — What was the purport of them ? 

ji . — To the best of my recollection they were affording an accommoda- 
tion. 

Q. — What opinion, did the Vizier express upon the offer ? 

A . — That he would hear of no accommodation, 

Q, Do you recollect whether the letter expressed anything like an ac- 

know led gement of a breach of treaty committed by the Rohilla ? 

A. — I don’t recollect. 

The Colonel is requested to lay before the Board a copy of the letter ad- 
dressed to him by the Rohilla Chiefs, with his answer to it. 

Questions by the General—^ 

Q , — When did you receive ’your instructions ? 

^.-T- About the 19th or 20th of February, iu Calcutta. 

Was any mention made in those instructions of the object of the 

* Rohilla War ? 

A. — I think there was. 

Q. Was any previous intimation made to the Rohillas that the Gov- 

ernment had taken offence at any part of their conduct r 
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A » — I don’t recollect that there was. 

■ 

Q. — Do you believe that you should have remembered it, had such an 
intimation been made by yourself ? 

A. — Certainly. 

Q. — When the Vizier began plundering and burning the country, did- 
you make any re 2 )rcsentation to him upon it ? 

— I did. 

Q . — Did you represent to the Vizier your opinion of the ill treatment 
of the prisoners ? 

A . — I did. 

Q . — Were not some of the families of the Chiefs left destitute of neces- 
saries for their subsistance ? 

A . — No. * 

Q. — In what way were they ill treated ? 

A. — It was reported to me that they were in want. 

Q. — Did you inform the Governor, Mr. Hastings, of the Vizier’s con- 
duct towards tlie country and the prisoners ? 

A. — I did. 

Q. — How did the Governor take your representations ? 

A . — ^To the best of my recollection ho wi'ote to the Vizier to be more 
moderate in his behavior. 

Q. — Did the Governor seem to be pleased at your making this represen- 
Jation to him ? 

A . — I refer to the Governor’s letter written in answer. 

,Q.— When you expostulated with the Governor on the disgrace and 
dishonor which this war brought on the Britisli Arms, what 
answer did he make to these expostulations ? 

A. — I cannot charge my memory, but beg leave to refer to the corres- 
pondence. 

Q. — Did you apprenend during the campaign that the Mabrattas would 
come towards the Ganges in autumn ? 

A,—~l received some information fi’om the Vizier that ho was in expec- 
tations of it. 

Q. — Whilst the army was in the heart of the Bohilla country do you 
think you could have covered the Province of iSengal from* an 
invasion of the Mabrattas, bad they entered by the way of Corah ? 

A. — I request to have this question given me in writing that I may 
return an answer. 

Q. — Did you hear that Nudjuflp Cawn had engaged Sombre, Rodman, 
and other English deserters in his service ? 

A. — To the best of my recollection no. 

Questions hy the Governor—^ 

Q. — What is your opinion of the character of Nudjiff Cawn, and of his 
attachment towards us ? 

A. — I believe him to be a good man and firm to our interests. 

Q — Do you know how Major Polier came to be employed at the siege 

i> of Agra ? 

No. 

Q. — Do you know of any cannon or small arms sent to the Vizier ? 

— I know of some cannon, but as to small arms, I can’t say. 

Q. — How many cannon were there and of what sort ? 

A. — Pour, and I believe them iron 18-prs. 

Q*““How were the contingencies of the army furnished ? 
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— The first part of the' campaign hy the paymaster, and the latter* 
part by the Commissary General. 

fQ. — What was the cjiuso of the change in the mode of supplying the 
contingencies from the paymaster to the Commissary General ? 

A . — I understood that it was hy order of the Company, 

Q. — Do you know nearly how many boats the Commissary General had 
with stores ? 

A, — ^No. 

Q. — ^When he sells the stores who purchases them, or makes the bargain 
for the Company P 

A. — ^The stores are supplied hy indent, I cannot say who makes the har- 
gain. 

Q. — "W ho fixes tlie price of the stores ? 

A. — I cannot say. 

Q. — Who comptrolls the accounts after they are purchased ? 

A. — The Commissary General. 

Q. — Do you know if any lead was indented for ? 

A. — No, that I recollect. 

it 

Q. — When did you acquaint the Governor with having received an obli- 
gation from the Vizier for seven lacs as a present to the army P 

A. — I believe it to be the 8th of August. 

Q . — ^When did you acquaint them of your having received the obligation 
for 50,000 rupees P 

A, — I never did mention it to the best of my knowledge. 

Q, — When did you acquaint them of your having received the tuncaw 
for the 3 lacs ? 

A. — Not till I came to Calcutta. 

Q , — Did you ever mention in your correspondonoo with the Governor, 
that advantageous conditions might l>o procured for the Company 
by making peace with some of the Rohilla Chiefs P 

A.—1 did. 

Q , — Do you recollect what conditions might have been obtained for 
the Company by making peace with them ? 

4.— I refer to my correspondence for the particulars. 

Q , — ^When you made the propositions to the Governor, did he not order 
you not to negotiate, but to pursue the war till the Rohillas 
were entirely conquered ? 

A. — I cannot charge my memory with this, but refer to my corre- 
spondence. 

Questions hy Mr. Francis — 

Whether you have received from the Vizier any part of the 4f0 

lacs, stipulated to be paid by him to the Company on account 
of the Rohilla war ? 

A. — No. 

Do you know whether he has paid any part of that sura to any 

person for the use of the Company ? 

A» — No, 

n. What do you apprehend is the annual amount of the revenue 

acquired by the Vizier, by the conquest of the Rohilla country ? 

A,~^J. understood it to he between 70 and 80 lacs. 

Q.— -Whether your letter to us dated the 19th instant and now shown you, 
’ communicated to the Governor General, before it was sent into 
the Board and whether he made any objection to its being sent ? 

A. — No. 
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The Governor begs leave to ask Mr. Eranois, and desires he will inform 
the Board, why he asks this question as it is so pointed to himself. 

Mr. Francis. — I did understand that one of the letters sent in by Colonel, 
Champion had been previously conimunicatcd to the Governor, I do still un- 
derstand so from the Colonel, and I asked merely to ascertain what the letter 
was, and to prevent mistakes, I now beg leave to ask the Colonel, whether any 
lett-'r of his to the Board since his arrival at this Presidency was previously 
. communicated to the Governor. 

A. — The letter wherein I required my resignation was shown to the 
Governor. 

Questions by General Clavering — 

Q. — When you was ordered by the late President and Council to make 
your demand, on the Vizier for the 40 lacs did he acknowledge 
the monev to be duo ? 

•r 

A. — Yes. 

The first demand having been made as the Colonel apprehends about the 
middle of July. 

,Q. — Bid you ever repeat that demand afterwards ? 

A. — No; to the best of my recollection, I did. 

Q. — What reason did he give for not paying you ? 

A. — ^That he had no money in the field, but when he returned to .Fyza- 
bad it should be paid. 

Q. — Bid he not promise to pay it with the money he received from Fyz- 
®ola Cawn. 

/4.-— He did promise it. 

Q.-^Bid he perform it ? 

A, — No. 

The Board having no further questions to put to Colonel Champion he is 
desired to withdraw and the Secretary ordered to deliver him the question 
which he desired to have in writing. 

The Governor General now observes that any qudltion 'must have an 
object and therefore begs Mr. Francis will inform the Board, what is the object 
of the two last questions which he asked Colonel Champion. 

Mr. Francis replies, I asked the first of these questions, for the reason I 
have assigned ; I asked the second in consequence of the Governor’s question to 
me, to show that I did not causelessly ask the first. 

Beconsidered the letter of Colonel Champion in continuation 19th Becem- 

ber. 

Agreed that he be accordingly permitted to resign the Company’s service. 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select ‘Cominittee from 16tH J^uary to 28th 

February ,1775. 

Port William, the 16th January 1775. 

At a CouNCii., present. 

The Hon’ble Warren IlAsriNas, Governor- General, President. 
IjIetttenant-Qbneral John CiiAVERiNO. 

The Hon’rlb George Monson. 

Big HARD Barweld, Esq. 

Philip Eranois, Esq. 


The Consultation of 4)he 11th instant, read and approved. 

Rema rks on the letter written by. Geneiial Clavkring, Colonel Monson, and Mr. 

Beniarko on MeiRrg. cTavering, PiiANCis, to the Hon'ble Court of Direetors, and dated the 30th 
MouflOii, and Francis’s adclresa. November 1774. 

4. The Court of Directors were advised by all the despatchas of the year 1773 

that our forces had been employed in the Rohilla country in repelling the 
invasion of the Mahrattas, which threatened the safety of the Vizier’s domi- 
nions, and they were advised by the Despatches of the 12th October 1773 by 
the mercenary packet, that a proposal had been made by the Vizier and actually 
encouraged by the late Council to put him in possession of that country, but 
that it had been laid aside by the Vizier himself and resexwed to be “ determined 
by future occurrences.” The Court of Directors therefore had certainly si^- 
cient grounds for the knowledge of the new system of external policy winch 
tlte'late administration had adopted, if by the new system is meanL the extah> 
sion of the Company’s arms beyond the lino of the Vizier’s terrmory for its 
security, and had sufficient grounds to suspect the design of reducing the Itohilla 
country for the Vizier, if that be the system alluded to. ' 

5. If these were the sentiments of the majority, if such was their ** Idea 
of the character of their Colleagues ” and such their determination to “ unite 
in the support of n^ administration,” to ** cultivate tho friendship and confi- 
dence of their Collogues,” and ” to promote a general harmony in our Council,’* 
what could have happened in so short a space as five days which had been as 
they express it ‘‘ totally engrossed by the first forms and multiplicity of instant 
business ’*~to eradicate their too partial opinions, to determine them in a sub- 
version of all my past measures, and my future authority, to preclude every 
avenue of personal confidence, and to sow the seeds of irreconcileable discord 
and disunion in our Councils. They found this Government engaged in an enter- 
prize which they disapproved, and without informing themselves fully of the 
objects and circumstances of it, without making an allowance for errors in the 
judgment of others or suspecting them in their own, they at once condemned 
the entire measure and set down tho authors of it for marks of .unceasing perse- 
cution. 

9. No expedition was intended, and therefore it was not necessary to 
include it in the Treaty, — “ The sale of Corah and Illahabad.” " The pecuniary 
terms on which the Company shall yield him the assistance of their’ arms ? ” 
Is this the language of candor, and is it'ln these expressions, which nothing but 
the mercenary prostitution of the Company’s arms and influence can justify, that 
I am to read ^e unbounded confidence which the membere of the majority 
reposed in the integrity, wisdom, an^ ability which had guided the measures 
of the late administration. They of the sale of Corah and of the 

pecuniary on which tbr€ompany were to yield the Vizier the assistance 

of their arms before they left England, and. they certainly approved of both, 
or it is npt probable they sliOuld have retained the strong impression which 
they bad received of the qharaoters oC their colleagues, and the wisdom and 
ai^ility with Which the Oompany's affairs were conducted under the late Qov- 
Mmment. ' • 

and tadepeadea# ’are the epithets of Declamation, and require no 
rebly; but they airo not very consistent with the discription given of the 
Biqhilltte in the 89th paragraph. 
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« I must beg leave to accept to the word nation applied to tbe Bohillas. 
They are a tribe of Afghans or Patans'; freebooters, who conquered the country 
about sixty years ago, and have ever since lived upon the fruits of it, without • 
contributing either to its cultivation or manufactures, or even mixing with the 
native inliahitants. The Rohillas are Mahometans, the Natives, Hindoos, and 
have only changed masters. 

Tlic Company never included the Kohillas in the line of defence against 
the Mahrattas but mentioned them, it is true, among the powers capable of 
opposing the Mahrattas, and therefore expressed an inclination to support them. 

I have given reasons in my minute of the 26th November 1773 why, I think, 
the Company M'ere ‘misinformed in this opinion of the Rohillas, and it is no 
disrespect to them to suppose the late administration capable of correcting the 
informations obtained from their predecessors, with the acquirements of more 
recent and authentic discoveries. 

The conversation between the Vizier arid myself was generally private, 
but Mr. Lawrell was present during one conference and Mr. Vansittart at two 
others, and both will recollect that the design of reducing the Rohillas formed a 
part of the first draft of the Treaty. I have assigned good and (E presume) un- 
controvertible reasons for conducting the business of my negotiations with the 
Vizier in person and singly with him, but I never failed to communicate imme- 
diately what had passed between us to Messrs. Lawrell, Lambert and Vansittart, 
who were daily and almost continually with me, either, verbally or generally in 
writing, as I made it a rule to note down all the particulars of our conversa- 
tion, as soon as I was able, after we parted ; and this the gentlemen severally read. 
The General also was constantly informed in every meeting which I had with 
him of what had passed between the Vizier and me. 

11, The 10th paragraph concludes with a maxim equally prudent and 
candid. “ matters of such delicacy and moment we will not trust ourselves 
with the partial power of extracting.*’ Rut this precaution seems to have been 
forgotten, in what immediately follows, where the majority in mentioning the 
deficiency of my report on the subject of the Rohilla expedition suppress the 
particulars .related by me, and barely mention the Vizier’s laying aside the 
design, but take no notice of the reason assigned for it. My words to the 
Council on this subject, are — We offered to make a consideration for this 
service of 40 lakhs of rupees besides the stipulated sum for the expenses of the 
troops, but he afterwards laid aside this design Rearing thftt it would disable him 
from fulfilling his encouragements for Corah and Illahabadf lifter which gre j 
enumerated the enclosures. Nos. 10, 11, 12, and 13, which all relate to this sub- ' 
ject, and which render it unnecessary for me to be more particular especially as 
the design had now been laid aside by the Vizier. 

12. ** When you refer to the short paragraph from which these passages are 
taken, you will be led to conclude that the President had communicated to thp 
Council the whole of what passed between himself and the Vizier, on the 
subject of the llohilla expedition,” — so he did. I have already observed that 1 
informed Messrs. Lawrell, Vansittart, and Lambert, who were deputed with me 
by the Board of every circumstance that passed during the whole course of the 
negotiation, but it was unnecessary that these circumstances should be recorded, 
when they had become entirely foreign to the terms of the Treaty. The Rohilla 
expedition was laid asides or more properly, it had not been adopted, for the 
Vizier’s proposal on this subject had never been ratified. It is true an option 
remained with the Vizier to renew this subject, but an option also remained with 
the administration either to reject or assent to it. It so happened that he did 
renew the subject ; but at the time of concluding the Benares Treaty, it 
aj)poared probable to me that he would not renew it ; and where was the occa- 
sion for loading our records with the particular^ of transactions which had been 
voluntru'ily laid aside by the Vizier who was the interested party jn them, 
especially as they had been unreservedly communicated by myself and the 
members wdio had been with me to the other members of the administration 
in jirivato intercourse. If he had renewed the proposal, it was then time 
enough to enter upon a public discussion of this matter, when .it became a 
measure of adniinistration and was decided upon by them. This is precisely the 
case with the measure in question, advanta^s were drawn from the Vizier’s eager- 
ness to pursue it which were happily retained by the Company, when the object 
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6f them had been struck out of the Treati^ . If he never had renewed it, these' 
advantages would have remained with tne Company; when he did renew it, T 
thought it but common justice to point out to the Board the concessions which 
this ooKsideration had induced him to grant: There were no potitiue engage'^ 
Menta entered into relative to this matter. It remained with the Board to 
determine what influence these circumstances should have in their decisions, and 
the question ** whether the Vizier should or should not be assisted in attacking 
the Bohillas ” remained opdn and entire for the decision of the Board. If thes6 
circumstances had some weight in the judgment of the Board it does not follow 
that they were posilioe engagements. The word secret is next used, surely not 
for candid purposes, and is applied to my having withhelfl from the Court of 
Directors information respecting the Rohilla expedition, when I had no in- 
formation to communicate to them, but that the expedition was laid aside. 

In the strictures which the gentlemen of the majority make upon past 
transactions, having a complete view of everything that has happened, they 
reason upon events respecting my conduct before they had taken place, and 
seem to condemn me for not having seen into futurity. When the Vizier, 
after being so eager to adopt the llohilla expedition, all at once gave it up, 
although he had conceded part of the terms upon which it was to have been 
undertaken, it did not appear to me probable that ho would have renewed the 
proposal or that future circumstances not lying within the Veach of human fore- 
sight would happen to recommend it; but the gentlemen of the majority, 
knowing that the Rohilla expedition was afterwards adopted, accuse me for not 
having entered into a full discussion and explanation of that subject, at a time 
When I had little reason to expect it would ever take place. I certainly 
thought it possible and this is the plain meaning of the words used in my report 
upon the subject, “that the measures to be pursued for his security in 
that quarter must be determined by future occurrences.” That is, if jUic Rohilla 
would pay the 40 lakhs due from them and join in a scheme oi defensive 
alliance with the Vizier, the measure to be pursued for his security in that 
quarter, would be to afford the Rohillas protection. If, on the contrary, 
they gave encouragement to the enemy or refused to pay the 40. lakhs, the 
measures to be pursued for his security in that quarter would be, to drive out 
the Rohillas, and reduce the country occupied by them, within the lino of his 
dominion. 

13. In my minute of the 26th Novejnber 1773, 1 had explained my embar- 
rassinent with respect to the expectations I had given to the Vizier, that the 
project of the Rohilla expedition should meet with the same favourable disposi- » 
tion in your late Government to encourage it, whenever it could again be with 
prudence resumed, and he desired it. I had expressed also my doubts of the 
expediency of engaging in such an undertaking, while the current of the times 
rendered the slightest duration from the beaten track of affairs, personally 
hazardous to our reputations. The Board adopted these sentiments in the 
following resolution ; — 

** The Board after due consideration of the matter in reference from the 
Select Committee and of the President's representation concur heartily in wish- 
ing to avoid the expedition proposed without entering into a discussion of the 
propriety of such an enterprize on general principles. The Board see in their 
full force all the circumstances of doubt as to its present expediency which the 
President has so clearly set forth ; and they are also sensible of the embarrass- 
ment which he lies under from what passed on the subject between him and 
the Vizier at Benares. They are equally solicitous to save the honor of the 
Company and watch over its interest, and for that reason they approve of the 
letter no\^ before them which seems equally calculated to save both. The con- 
ditions, if accepted, would undoubtedly secure the greatest possible advantages 
from such, an enterprize ; but they appear to them moi'e calculated to drive the 
Vizier into a refusal, which is what they trust in, as its mpst probalble and 
almost ihfalliblO consequence ; and which they wish for, as the proper result of 
their proposition in the present circumstances of affairs.” 

Let this minute be compared with the short and mutilated extract of it, as 
it stands in the letter of the majority, and they will be. found to convey the 
most opposite senses. An uninformed reader, who should take his knowledge of 
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tliia transaction from the latter, would conclude that I had ur^ed the measure 
solely ou the ground of the promise which I had made to the Vizier, and on the 
hope that the conditions which I had proposed were so hard as to induce him 
to reject them ; and that the Board ‘bad assented to it on no other consider- 
ations even while they declared their disapprobation of the measure. The fact 
is, that the Board rested their wish to avoid the expedition solely upon their 
doubts of the consequences which might personally affect us, at the same time 
that they were sensible of the advantages that it would secure the Company. 

That I had cause for iny belief that the Vizier would reject the condition 
is plain, since the Vizier actually did reject them, although the encouragement 
offered him by the success of his operations in the Duaub, and the total inability 
of the Mahrattas to interrupt him in his further pursuits, induced him after- 
wards to declare his acceptance of them, 

14. No. The Board wished to decline the undertaking for the reason which 
has been often repeated. But it surely was not necessary that they should 
frustrate the success of it, if it did take place. This precaution was taken to 
insure its success and to prevent any interruption which it might receive from the 
rains, if it was delayed till their approach, which would have happened had the 
Board required a repetition of the application to bn made to them for the march 
of the Brigade when tiiey had already expressed their assent to it. 

16. “ We had I’ather attribute the apparent change in the Vizier’s resolutions 
to the duplicity of his character than suppose it possible that the President was 
from the first acquainted with his real intentions, and that he made use of 
artifice to draw or extort from your Council an involuntary concurrence in his 
measures. Your assistance is proposed to be yielded to the Vizier on terms so 
disadvantagooifs to him that he cannot be expected to accept of it. That con- 
ditional engagement being once extorted from your Council, they can no longer 
recede from it, when the Vizier almost immediately accepts the conditions.” 

I am sorry to see the names of Clavering and Monson subscribed to such 
unworthy insinuations, because I do not believe that even the heat of party con- 
tention can have so far warped their minds from the consideration of that 
justice, which every man of honour will yield to the honour of others, as to make 
them really believe me capable of so base an artifice as they have imputed to mo 
without the slighest grounds to support it. 1 will not answer it. 

17. ** Considering that the Vizier himself expressly says, that it i» his reso- 
lution to employ the Brigade in the redtietion of the MohUlas^ this last intima- 
tion from the Select Committee appears to us wholly unaccountable,” — why does 
this intimation appear ,unaccountable. The Select Committee were of opinion 
that although the Vizier had declared his intention* of making a conquest of 
the Rohilla country, yet he would not actually undertake it, but would employ 
all the remainder of the fair season in his operations in the I>uaub. 

18. An appeal to the passions is an insult to the understanding. Such are 
the allegations of “ barbarous and unnecessary devastation of the country,*’— 
the “cruelty with which the Vizier treated his unhappy prisoners,” — “the 
brutal outrages offered to their wives and daughters though of the highest 
rank,” — ** his wanton enormities,” and the declamatory quotetion from one of 
Colonel Champion’s letters oh the same subject. I believe it will appear from 
the evidence of Mr. Nathl. Middleton’s letters, and from the examination of 
Colonel Lesslie and Major Hannah, strongly corroborated even by the letters 
and depositions of Colonel Champion, the Vizier’s principal accuser, that he 
has been unjustly traduced in the reports which have prevailed of the enormi- 
ties committed by him in the course of the war. I believe it to be a truth t'-hft t 
he hegan.hy sending detachments to plnndfir. This I pronounce to have been 
both barbarous' and impolitic, but too much* justified by the practice of wa*w 
established among all the nations of the East, and, I am sorry to add, by our 
own, in* an instance which the Vizier has a right to quote in vindication of the 
charge against him, of a detachment employed in the war, in*whiqb we were 
engaged with him in the year 1764, to burn and ravage Ms oountiy. It fell 
-to the lot of Colonel (then Major Champion) to execute this commission, and 
how well he discharged it, and how little his feelings were at that time affected 
by the same scene of barbarities and* wanton enormities against which he has 
lately so pathetically exclaimed, will appear from the following copy of a letter 
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from l^m on the 8 uh 3 ect, to the late President, Mr. Vansittart, which I quottf, 
not meaning to reproach him with havyig done the duty assigned him, but to 
prove that the principle which dictated to Colonel Champion the severe charges 
with which he has laboured to load the Vizier in the late campaign, was either 
personal animosity, or the desire of persuading the Board to grant him the 
power which he repeatedly solicited, to control, and, in ottect, to command the 
Vizier. I pretend not to look into the hearts of others, but I exercise the right 
allowed to all mankind of judging of intentions by facts, and I appeal to Colonel 
Champion’s correspondence with the Select Committee, and the Board, for the 
grounds on which I form my judgment, and on which every man who reads 
them may judge for himself. The letter above alluded to, is as follows : — 

Extract of a letter from Majob Champion to Henry Vansittart, Esq., dated the 30th June 

1764. 

“Two separate parties have been sent into the enemy’s country, the one of 
which went as high up as Bnxar, and according to the directions given me, there 
are destroyed upwards of a tliousaiid villages, llad not the rain, &c., pi’cvonted 
us, wliich occasioned our return, we should have doue very considerable moi’e 
damage. I am now marching in the borders of the Deva, to the boundary of . 
the Sircar country, to endeavor to bring in the zemindars, as not one of tliem of i 
any consideralile note is yet come in, nor has a rupee hpen collected from this 
country.” 

Tho cruelty with which the Vizier treated his unhappy prisoners forms 
the second charge against him. It is not even asserted (except in the instance 
which I shall proceed to in the 3rd charge) that they sulfered by actual 
violence, but th at t h ey were ill subsisted, a nd I believe this to be true. Mr. 
Nathl. Middlfetbn, wbose letters contain the strongest character both of candour 
and truth, says that the Vizier did allow them too modi'rate a subsistence and 
that ill served, his commands, though frequently repeated being in this as in 
every other instance ill obeyed. The 3rd charge is indeed of the blackest 
die “ of brutal outrages offered to the wives and daughters of the B-ohillas 
though of the highest rank.’* The only authority which the gentlemen of the 
majority had for this horrid accusation, at least I recollect no other, was a letter 
from Mr. Nathl. Middleton, who mentioned it only as an instance of the false- 
hoods which had been propagated to injure tho Vizier, adding that the unhappy 
victims of his brutal lust, wlio could not survive their shame, but had put a 
violent end to their own lives, were still living, and that tho Vizier had never 
soen them. Colonel Champion’s answer to the question proposed to him by the 
Board on this subject, namely, “ whether he had heard the report and if he 
believed therft were grounds for it,” is a striking instance of the little incUna- 
iion ho had to shew favor to the Vizier, but amounts to the strongest conviction 
of the falsehood of this abominable history. “ He said,” he did hear such a 
report, but “as to the grounds, he had none sufficient to prove the accusation, 
but the report was made to him.” The charge of oppressing his new subjects 
has also been laid against the Vizier, and totally refuted by the depositions of 
Colonel Champion, Colonel Lesslie, and Major Hannay, who all declare the 
country enjoyed, even in the height of war, a state of perfect tranquillity. 

19. This contains a charge against me for suppression. In answer, I say 
that thke details, if declamations are details, have appeared long ago in Colonel 
Champion’s letters to the Select Committee, complaining of the cruelties 
exerciLd by the Vizier, and in tho repeated calls which they made upon him, 
to produce the instances of them, which he replied to by repeating the same 
declamations, but producing no instances, at least none which .in my judgment 
can warrant the smallest part of his invectives against him. The following is 

Ids reply : — 


Select CfoaiTultWe Prooeedinge of 
the lit July I774i. 


Extract of a letter from Colonel Champion to the Select 
Committee, dated the l3tA June 1774. 


« in compliance with the Board’s desire I am now to mention a very un- 
jleaaing suhiect, the Vizier’s treatment of the family of Hafez Rhamut, &c., 
ihe inhumanity and dishonour with which they, M hebullah Khaun, his brother 
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Fitulali Khaun, late proprietors of this city and country, and their fa^milies, 
Imve been used, is known over all th^se payts ; a relation of them would swell 
this letter to an imnKxlerate size,' and withal prove very disagreeable reading. ^ 
I send you translations of two letters, and copy of a third, which, affecting 
as they are, will convey but a faint idea of the treatment these unhappy 
people have met with. 

“ I could not help compassionating such unparalleled misery, and my requests 
to the Vizier to shew lenity were frequent, hut as fruitless as were those advices 
which I almost hourly gave him regarding the destruction of the villages, with 
respect to which 1 am now constrained to declare, that though ho always pro- 
mised as fairly as I could wish, yet he did not observe one of them, nor cease 
to overspread the country with flames, till throe days after the fate of Ilafez 
was decided. But genth'men, in all points excepting such as immediately 
respect the operations in the field, he is solely empotoered to prescrihe. The 
r<'putation of the British name is in his hands, and the line which has been 
laid down foi me is very clear. 

“ The above families have been despatched to Fizabad that their maltreat- 
ment might not he so generally knowm to us. I have, however, frequent 
accounts of them, and it will give me the most sensible pleasure that you stretch 
forth the hand of benevolence effectually to relieve them from so indescrib- 
able a misery, and tljut you may the better devise the means of so doing with- 
out subjecting tluun to greater misfortunes I am to inform you that every 
application of mine in their favour, though professedly taken in good pai't by 
the Vizier, yet only served to procure them more rigorous treatment.” 

The two letters which he enclosed are too long to extract, they are inserted 
in the consultations referred to in the margin, and will be found to contain no 
proofs. 

21. Although it is not material to prove what part of the private corre- 
spondence of Colonel Champion and Mr. Nathl. Middleton were withheld from 
the Board, when I have publhdy refused to communicate it, yet it is of conse- 
quence to mo to refute misrepresentations. I never asserted that my chief 
reason for withholding the oorrosj)ondenco was “ that they related to a differ- 
ence between the Vizier and Colonel Champion.” 

My declared reason for withholding this correspondence was, that I could 
not in honour reveal it ; and in relation to Colonel Champion’s letters I added 
that I thought a greater degree of delicacy due to him, because our correspond- 
ence had not been always cordial on many points ; and we had several tira/^s 
expostulated with each other on these topics with the freedom of private friends, 
and in a style which, though decent in every degree, is yet different perhaps 
from the formal addresses of official corre.spondence. 

26. ’J’o blacken my conduct and to excite indignation against me facts are 
perverted, misnipresentations employed, insinuations thrown out of the blackest 
])erfidy committ(?d by me, in acts neither known nor even alluded to, and 
opprobrious epithets and invectives applied to the mc'asures of which I had 
lately the chief direction. Instances of all these kinds of argument occur in 
this short paragraph. 

It is a perversion of facts to say that “ the British arms and honor were 
absolutely at the Vizier’s disposal.” That “ an absolute surrender has been 
made of the honour and interest of the Company.” We agreed to assist him 
in subduing the Kohillas. It was necessary to draw the line between the 
authority of the Vizier and our Commanding Officer. The service to be per- 
formed was entirely the Vizier’s ; it was therefore consistent and unavoidable 
that he should direct the objects of it ; but the execution of military operations 
was ♦’ixpressedly vested in our Commanding Officer; of course the safety of our 
army and the honor of the British name and arms were entirely confided to 
his conduct and discretion. 

It is a misrepresentation to say, that “ the Vizier dared to tell the Presidency 
that he is the Master of the Company’s army.” His words in a literal* transla- 
tion of his letter which was made by myself, and is alluded, to in this 
expression are these. “ But I am the Master in these affairs, and the power .of 
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retaining or dismissing ttie English army is mine.”— an idiomatical expression • 
perpetually occurring in the Company’s records, and meaning simply, that the 
^ngade was not to stay or depart without his consent. What follows is pure 
insinuiitioii 8.iid. iuiipplicdiblo 3.busG j I quotG tliG pQsssigG to prove it. 

. Confounded by appearances which we are unable to account for, we 
look in vain for ostensible causes adequate to such effects, and confess that 
every inquiry that wo make fills us wuth equal dilMence and surprise. We 
shall not, however,^ anticipate any conjctjtures which may ariso in your 
minds when you review the whole conduct of this dark and mysterious business 
from first to last, and reflect upon the absolute surrender which has been made 
with so little apparent compensation of your honor and interest to tho vindic- 
tive or capricious projects of Sujah Dowla.” 

What arc the effects which fill them with equal diffidence and surprise ? 
What businass is it which they pall dark and mysterious ? Who made an 
absolute surnmder of the honour and interest of the Company ? "No one. I look 
in vain for the necessity which impelled the majority to deviate into such 
reflections for the justification of their conduct in recalling the Brigade at tho 
crisis of the war, and in dissolving the appointment of my agent at the Court 
of the Vizier; but if the justification of their conduct can only be supported 
by “a strong and deliberate censure of the preceding administration,” this 
mode of exciting tho passions and surprizing the attention,’ which is calculated 
to sway with uninformed and inattentive readers, I trust will not influenee 
the judgment of those who are to decide both upon their conduct and that of 
the preceding administration. 

28-29. These paragraphs seem to contain some criminal charge, hut I con- 
fess I scarce know how to apply them. They did arrive on the 19th, but too 
late for business and without the packet. We did meet on the 2()th, and spent 
the whole morning, as they say, on settling the proclamation of tho new Govern- 
ment which I say, too, ought not to have been a matter of much debate. At 
my desire we adjourned to tho Monday following, Mr. Barwell not being arrived ; 
but it was not till the next day, Tuesday the 26th, that I gave them any sight 
into. tho political state of the country. Why their situation during this interval 
was anxious or disgraceful I cannot conceive. There was only a vacuity of two 
days, Friday and Saturday, and these not unemployed by me or them. I was 
wholly occupied all that time in preparing the first points of business, ncces* 
sary for their information, .namely, tho state of the revenue and situation of 
our .political affairs. The first required some instant determination, and was 
brought on the first on Monday, and the debates on it took up the whole time 
of that meeting." Tho last which required no immediate resolution was brought 
ou on Tuesday, but might wdtb equal effect have been totally withheld, as the 
members of the majority came prepared wnth a decided resolution, to reprobate 
the whole system, and to take tho speediest measures to overturn it in the very 
crisis of its accomplishment. 

39. This is not a fair state of my argument which I desire may be taken 
in my words in the minute of the 2(>th November 1773, not in this mutilation 
of it. I never conceived the Rohillas to be weak — divided and defenceless. The 
words so connected convey the idea of utter disability. I said they were too 
Weak to be a match singly opposed to the Vizier, that their jealousy of him 
would therefore make them ready to arm themselves against him, and that 
they would seek their safety in involving the Vizier in wars wUb powers more 
formidable than themselves. 

40. To this opinion of Colonel Champion’s I shall subjoin* the following 
of General Sir Robert Barker’s, which I consider as at least equal authority. 

The General agrees with the President that the Vizier's dominions would 
become coippact and not eufficiently open to invasion. It is from the appre- 
benslon of invasion that cements the Vizier’s friendship with the English, 
and makes >bini that staunch ally we find him. 

My own opinion upon tb^s subject is very fully explained in my remarks 
on the 42nd paragraph. 
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41. This method of separating the parts of a proposition, and refuting 
them singly without adverting to Ihe relation with each other, is new and 
embarrassing. I own that the conveniency of possessing the llohilla country 
was not sufficient reason for invading it. I never said it was ; hut if they ba<f 
afforded a just provocation for invading their country and we saw advantages 
in invading it, though neither cause was alone sufficient to produce that effept, 
yet both united would certainly justify it, and the most rigid speculator would 
approve so fair a conclusion. 

I hope I shall stand acquitted in the breasts of all reasonable men for 
maintaining the opinion quoted against me iu the conclusion of this paragraph, 
but I adopt it even in the words of my opponents, and if I am “ the Chief of a 
great State” alluded to by them, I shall he always ready to profess that I do 
reckon the probable acquisition of wealth, among my reasons for taking up 
arms against my neighbours. ** I never in any period of my life, though long 
engaged in public alfairs, gave my consent. for taking op arms in an nt/juat 
cause j and I never shall, but in cases of very notorious enormity give my 
consent to take up arms in an unprofitable one. 

42. The answers which have been given by Colonel Champion, Colonel 
I^sslie, and Major Hannay to the questions put to them by the Board at once 
clear up the obscur.ity and reconcile what appears to the gentlemen of the 
majority contradictions in that part of my minute, respecting the acquisition 
of the llohilla country to the Vizier. It has been asked them if they thought 
the Mahrattas would venture to cross the Ganges and enter the Rohilla country 
when an English army was ready to oppose them. To which they have all 
answered, they did not think they would, and if they did, that they could not 
retreat without the loss of their baggage ; therefore I say that the Vizier’s 
possessions by this acquisition make a compact state, shut in efjeciually Jrom 
foreign invasionst if he has an English army to assist him. It has also been asked 
these officers, if they think that without our assistance the Vizier’s army 
would prevent the Mahrattas from crossing the Ganges and entering the 
Bohilla country. To which they answered that they did not think it would ; 
and therefore I say that this acquisition, by bringing his frontier nearer to the 
Mahrattas for wham singly he would be no match, renders him more dependent 
on us. 


With our aid, the Vizier’s State joined to the lately acquired country, 
both hounded by the Ganges and the northern range of mountains, forms 
a complete compact Stale shut ineffectually from foreign invasions. But 
without our aid be cannot bring into the field a force capable of defending it, 
and therefore this very acquisition renders him more dependent upon us. A 
fort may be impregnable with a proper garrison, which might he easily 
assaulted and taken, if there were not suitable troops to defend it. 

44. The rupees of the currency of Oude have a fixed standard. The 
rupees received by Mr. Lambert in payment of the first sum of the Treaty 
money were not all of the currency of Oude. The difference is certainly due 
from the Vizier, and ought to be demanded. It will appear, I believe, upon 
examination of the Paymaster’s accounts, that the rupees received from the 
Vizier on account of the monthly subsidy for the troops have yielded 111 
current rupees per cent. 

45. I am informed by the Paymaster-General that the disbursements of 
the troops which marched to the service of the Vizier during the three first 
months of your campaign (the subsequent accounts not having been yet 
received) amount as follows : — 


XI) a. p. 

For February 1774 
For March 1774 
For AprU 1774 

Carrenb Bapees . 7,13,198 9 1 


. «,60/768 14 6 
. 2,46,876 1 7 


That is upon a medium current R2,37,773, which is less than the amount 
due by my estimation for the monthly subsidy. The hire of boats and the 
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price and conveyance of stores and field equipage are as much a part of the • 
military disbursements as the soldiers* p^, and are included both in General * 
Barker’s estimate on which the amount of^he subsidy was fixed, and in the 
liisbursements. Mr. Middleston’s allowances had nothing to do with them ; he 
had no military charge, and his appointment even preceded the order for the 
xnarch of the Brigade. The troop of cavalry was not raised expressly for this 
seWice, hut proposed and raised long before the service took place, for the pur- 
poses of a guard to the Governor, for occasional service against the Sineassics, 
and for attendance on the Commander-in-Chief when the army took the field. 
I am astonished to find the charge of recruiting added to the increase of dis- 
bursements occasioned by the Brigade being employed in the northern countries. 
It is from these countries that all our recruits are raised and the expense of 
bringing them into the Provinces has always been considerable ; this expense 
is saved, when the Bx’igade can recruit on the spot. 

46. My minute was not written for the information of the gentlemen 
of the present administration, but ‘to inform the late Council of every circum- 
stance and advantage attending the Bohilla war, with which they were not 
before fully acquainted. The ground of quarrel had. long since been considered 
by them and was notoriously known to be just. It had furnished the occasion 
of my journey to Benares. To have entered on a matter in which we were all 
agreed would have been multiplying words to no purpose. 

48 to 60, In answering the second objection to the Bohilla expedition as 
stated in my minute of appeal, I have endeavoured to defend the conduct of the 
late administration from the charge of the inconsistency. I will only further 
add that I think even the extracts which the majority themselves have made 
from their letters will suffice to vindicate them from the accusation. They at 
.first steadily refuse to co-operate with the Vizier in any oxierations beyond the 
limits of his own dominions. In the meantime the Mahrattas reduce the 
Jauts, invade the Bohillas, and threaten Coralu Their power becomes daily 
more alarming, till at length the Council resolve to prevent them from gaining 
a footing’ either in the Corah country or the Rohilla. They say they are 
impelled by indispcnsible reasons to become parties in those contests, hut at the 
same time lament that it is a drain of the wealth of this country, and cannot 
be productive of any advantage to the Company. Afterwards such engage- 
ments are made with the Vizier as procure advantages to the Company and 
prevent the drain of the wealth of Bengal, and then the objections, which 
they before lamented, no longer subsist ; with respect to attacking in 1774 
the very people whom we had defended in 1773, both these measures tended 
to 6ne uniform object — the p revention of the Mahrattas from establishing them- 
selves in tha t OtOuntry. 

* 62 to 66. I presume I have sufl&ciently obviated all the reasoning of these 
paragraphs in my minute of appeal. 

67. This is a practical quotation, and the inference drawn from it invidious 
and uncandid. I detest and despise all professional leflcctions as illiberal, and 
the effects of a malevolent heart or narrow understanding. My social connec- 
tions have lain as much, if not more, in the military than any other line, and I 
know many of that profession whom I love and honour for qualities which 
would have equally entitled them to my esteem, in whatever station of life 
I had found them. Let my minute be read (it is too long to be inserted), and 
it will appear that my objections had no relation to the military character of 
the officer who might be in the command of the Brigade, hut to the power 
which that commaud conveyed with it, and Avhich of course gave him 
absolute control and sovereignty over the Vizier, if every other avenue of com- 
munication was cut off between the Vizier and this Government. My objwtion 
would have been the same whatever might have been the profession of the 
person intended for so unconstitutional a trust, and I presume that such wpe 
the reasons which impressed the majority of the Board, with the like conviction 
of the propriety of employing an intermediate agent in a line mdependent or 
the Milit^y Command, or for the ministerial agency with the Vizier. 


• 52. Tha ohaim in my correspondence with Colonel Champion will now be snopli^. as he has en^ged to <«r.°“h 

the fiJak with iSlmy letlr. toW. and I shall “.““V’ n^ernL oJ 

exalted by the obnsm iu this part of my correspondence will vanish with the perusal of them. 

If9 F. D. 
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60. ** We hold it beneath us to enter into a refutation of loose invectives or 
• general insinuations. Look to facts, gentlemen, and we are convinced you will 
find, it is your civil servants who ha^e involved the Company in offensive wars, 
and In schemes of conquest by which no public interest could be promoted,**. 
This and the concluding sentence of ‘the last paragraph have much the air of 
insinuations thrown out to the disadvantage of the Civil branch of the service, 
and with great injustice. The fact is (since facts are appealed to), that the first 
proposition of the Hohilla war came from the Vizier and General Barker, a 
circumstance of little importance, but as it stands properly opposed to an 
assertion too peremptorily made, since it was intended to brand the objects of it 
with infamy, unless it had been grounded on certain knowledge. 

63. “The fact however differs from the representation,” — I believe not. 

The date of this Treaty is no proof of misrepresentation, nor can I under- 
stand what this charge alludes to, since the facts asserted in this paragraph are 
undoubtedly true (except one) and prove the truth of my representation. The 
exception which I mean is the assertion “ that the Mahrattas have not since 
renewed their invasions of the llohillas.” They invaded them the next year, 
and were driven off by General Sir Robert Barker, 

6J!. The passage of the letters of the Select Committee from which the 
quotation was taken, was expressed allusively, not in the terms of an afiirmation 
and upon a subject totally dilTerent from the present. The words are those : “Yet 
we judge that the Rohillas who have sought their safety in an alliance with 
the Mahrattas to which they were of necessity compelled, would, when left to 
themselves, attempt at least to re-establish their own independence.” This 
quotation will be better understood by the words of the original minute of the 
Select Committee in their proceedings of the 7th January 1773, of which it is 
an abstract, intended to convey the same sentiments in their letter to the Court 
of Directors : “ It is however still more pi’obable that the Rohilla Chiefs, who 
have sought tlfeir present safety in treacherous alliance to which necessity com- 
pelled them with the Mahrattas, will, from the same principle, abandon their 
cause, &c.” The Select Committee, in these rellections, aimed only to prove that 
the fears of the Vizier wore ill-grounded, when ho expected that the Rohillas 
would abandon themselves wholly to the Mahrattas. The idea of justifying 
the treacherous conduct of the Rohillas never had a place in our thoughts ; 
we considered the Rohillas as acting merely on tlie principle of occasional con- 
veniency, or temporary necessity, uniting at one time with the enemies of the 
Vizier, either to avoid a present danger apprehended from them, or to distress 
and divert him from forming designs against their security, and at another time 
uniting with the Vizier to oppose the same enemies, w' hen their successes becabae 
an object of greater danger to them, than the suspected intentions of the Vizier, 
and he could repel them. This is consistent with the opinion W'hich I have 
always declared of the Rohilla policy, and when that policy is manifested in acts 
of open perfidy, they certainly become the “ just objects of war and conquest,*’ 
though not on vindictive principles. 

66, It would have been little consistent with prudence' in the Vizier to 
possess himself of the dominions of the Rohillas at a time when the Mahrattas 
were capable and at hand to dispute it with him and his protection of the 
Rohillas was necessary to defend that avenue to his own dominions ; and as 
little consistent with equity to take that advantage of their distress because they 
had not at that time afforded him provocation for it. 

66. We are not bound to assist the Vizier with our troops for the defence 
of any part of his^ dominions should it be incompatible with our own security, 
and on this principle I apprehend the Board would decide, in any requisitions 
which inight be made to us by • the Vizier for our assistance. As far aa may 
l)e consistent with our own security, I am clearly of opinion with Mr. Barwell, 
that it will be politically necessary to protect *the Vizier^s new dominions, if he 
shall be at any time unable to defend them by his own force, which is. not very 
likely to happen, unless the assurance of a neutrality on our part should 
encourage the Mahrattas or any other power who may become equally formid- 
able to direct their whole strength against that quarter, presuming on their 
superiority to the Vizier’s forces alone and unsupported by ours. But I am 
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clewly of opinion that such an event ie not likely to happen, if it is believed- 
that our fortes will march to oppose therm In this opiniin I am support^- 
by thiKO delivered by Colonel Champion, -tolonel Lesslie, and Major iFannay 
in thew erammations before the Board on the mb and 28tb ultimo. It tb4 
Company s interest requites it. and no cause forbids it, I 'shall not look for the 
onligation of a treaty to compel my assent to it. 

All ^^^7^ measures {i.e., the purchase of Corah and 

Allah^ad) necessarily makes the king your enemy It probably has produced 
that effect, which we have not felt nor ever shall. He owed his existence and 
all the power and wealth he ever possessed to the British generosity, and he 
repaid it, with acts of hostility. But why are objections raised at this time 
agMust the purchase of Corah and Allahabad. Riglit or wrong, it is passed; it 
is irrevocable, and has not the slightest connection with the measures of the 
majority, unless on the principle fundamentally laid down by them “ that the 
justification of their conduct can only be supported by a strong and deliberate 
censure of tlie preceding administration.” To the opinion of Colonel Champion 
quoted in this paragraph, I beg leave to oppose those delivered by himself. 
Colonel Lesslie, and Major Hannay, in the late examination, to which I refer. 


68. “At the risk of making all Hindostan your enemies,” this is a new 
consequence drawn from the support alTorded the Vizier, and too portentous 
to he alBrmed or admitted without a reason produced in support of it. I can- 
not guess at any, and cannot therefore answer it. 

69. I have already said that the cession of Corah and Allahabad, which is 
styled by the majority a sale^ a purchaset and the subsidy fixed for the mainte- 
nance of our troops while employed in the defence of our ally, which they have 
branded with the appellations of pecuniary terms and hiring out the troops, 
«&c., were kucum to the gentlemen of the majority before ..they left England, 
and at the time in which they pi'ofcss themselves to have been impressed with 
the highest idea of the wisdom and ability with which the Company’s affairs 
had been conducted under Mr. Hastings.” While it suited their present purpose 
or passion to favor the measures of which I had the conduct, the most exagger- 
ated applause was not thought to overate them, but the same measures are now 
become their ridicule, and the ruin of the British interest at Bengal is 
inferred from their effects, because " the justification of their conduct can only 
be supported by a strong and deliberate censure of the measures of the late 
administration.” 

The reasons which have been alleged for the sale of Corah and Allahabad 
havb not been controverted. I believe they never will, and I shall therefore pass 
over this subjeojb as decided ; but it may be necessary to say something in vindi- 
cation of the stipulation for the monthly subsidy, against the new construc- 
tion that has been forced upon it, and the inferences deduced from it. By the 
original Treaty formed with the Vizier in 1765, wo are under obligations to 
assist him with our forces (wdth the reserve already mentioned) whenever he 
required it, and he is obliged to pay tbe extra expense. This engagement has 
proved a source of vast expense to the Company and made the Vizier's alliance 
a burthen to them. It compelled them to keep up a larger force at an expense 
exceeding the proportion of the rest, than the defence of their own possessions 
required, and they derived no other advantages from it, than in the security 
w'hich their own provinces eventually received from the security of their 
To remove this heavy load, it was proposed to raise the subsidy to the full 
amount of the expense of a Brigade, estimated at what it ought to he. This 
was effected by the Treaty of Benares ; and at once removed all' the objections, 
placing the alliance between the Company and the Vizier on a ground of 
reciprocal advantage, and at the same time rendering the employment of the 
Company’s arms an object of interest instead of disadvantage. The subsidy 
is not new nor an act of the last ’ administration. It has its foundation in the 
original alliance with the Vizier, hut the modification of it has been improved ; 
the sum paid in 1766 for it was H30,000 per month, and it is now fixed at 
fi2,10,000, which is just seven times the first amount. 

Here I cannot omit making one general reflection which occurs in reading 
the address of the majority, which is, that their grand an(J principal objection 
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to the measures of the late administration seems to be, that we allowed the 
Company to acquire any pecuniary a^vantgges from our political arrangements. 
The ceding of Corah and Allahabad to the Vizier is objected to as a sale, because 
60 lacks of rupees were stipulated to,the Company on that account. If we had* 
given up these without any consideration in return, this objection could not have 
been made. The subsidy for defraying the whole expenses of our troops employed 
with the Vizier is reproachfully styled hiring them. If the Vizier had only 
paid the extra expenses, it would then have been less reproachful ; but if we had 
made the Company pay the whole expenses, in the language of the majority it 
must then have been entirely irreproachable, and we should have acted for the 
glory of the British nation. Oiir agreement with the Vizier concerning the 
Boh ilia war is dishonorable, because the conditions were mercenary and pecu- 
niary — that is the Company were to acquire 40 lacks of rupees from it. Had there 
been no such acquisition to the Company, the majority would have held these 
dishonorable epithets. Upon these points I leave the Company to decide 
between the sentiments of the majority and the motives which influenced our 
conduct. 

If I have expressed the opinion ascribed to me in these words — It is 
highly useful to the Company to hire out their troops to Sujah Dowlah, in order 
to save the expense of their pay, and to preserve their discipline hy keeping 
them in the continued practice of war.” IVhich words by the line drawn 
under them I suppose to be mine, I hereby retract and disavow it. I am of 
opinion that the best military establishment will lose its spirit and discipline by 
long inaction, that it is necessary to both, that the troops should frequently take 
the field, and not enjoy too long an interval from active service. This maxim 
I have often avowed, and I believe upon record, but a continued practice of 
war is suitable only to a piratical state or a herd of savages. The refutation 
of this maxim«is extraordinary : “ Wo fear the time is approaching very fast, 
when tlie India Company and the nation will know the extent, and feel the 
force of it *’ ; and this called, speaking plainly, and apprizing the Company 
of their danger. 

70. The particulars of this paragraph which appear improperly introduced 
on this occasion, have either been misunderstood or misrepresented. If it has 
been admitted in Council, “ that the plan for letting the lands has in a great 
degree miscarried, and that this country is unable to bear the expenses of the 
investments together with that of the Civil and Military establishments," the 
admission is not founded on truth, the plan for letting the lands has not mis- 
carried, and is still in our opinion the best which could have been adoptpd ; 
what deficiencies have happened in it, hare proceeded from eventual causes, 
which have been fully explained, and which no general plan could prevent. It 
has been said that this country was unable to bear the current expenses of the 
Civil and Military establishments, to furnish the Company's investments and 
supplies of treasure for China and Bombay, and to pay ofl’ a bond debt of near 
a crore and thirty lacks of rupees accumulated in the course of former years with- 
out a reduction of its expenses and an addition to its resources. It was from this 
reason that so much pains was taken by the late administration to retrench the 
current expenses, and that their political measures were successfully calculated 
to furnish additional resources. 

71. The employing of our troops with the Vizier does not suppose the 
destruction of nations, oA the contrary the preservation of them, at least of 
his country. The express purpose for which the Vizier can by Treaty apply for 
our troops is for the defence of his dominions, and that most probably against 
the Mahrattas, for there is no other enemy likely to attack them. Colonel 
Champion, Colonel Lesslie, and Major Hannah, have given it as their opinions 
that since his acquisition of the Bohilla country, this would be effected by our 
army appearing only in his support, as the Mahrattas would not dare to cross 
the Ganges, i,f they were opposed by an English army. The consequence is, 
that as often as the Vizier was under apprehensions of an invasion, he would 
call for our troops, and we would have it in our power to ease the Cpmpahy of 
part of their military expenses. It is true that this resource is temporary, 
but I hope the difliculties of 'the Company will also prove only temporary. It 
is to remove them that W.e have proposed these expedients, and every expedient 
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which lessens their disbursements, and adds to their resources, must contribute 
to produce this effect. 

72. This paragraph I shall reply to in the sense to which I understand it^ 
to allude obliquely. The conquest of .^gra was effected by Nudjiff 'Khan, 
assisted by some sepoys of the Vizier’s. Major Polier, who had been employed, 
by tlie Vizier with my permission in conducting the works of Fyzabad, had 
charge of these sepoys, or some other occasional command, I forget what, given 
to him by the Vizier, and ho was present at the siege. This Government 
neither assisted nor countenanced the conquest of Nudjiff Khan, since the 
reduction of Agra was attempted and accomplished before our interference 
could have availed on either side. My wishes, however, I own to bo favorable 
to Nudjiff Khan, because I believe him to be attached both by inclination and 
interest to the Company and a natural enemy to the Mahrattas ; had I the 
smallest idea of its being possible that the Vizier should become an enemy to 
us, this would be an additional piotive with me for wishing to maintain a 
constant connexion with Nudjiff Khan. 

73. If I understand the scope of this argument, and I declare that I mean , 
not to misconstrue it, it aims to prove that if the natural resources of Bengal 
have failed, the existence of the British Empire in India is at its crisis, and 
the attempt to save it by external remedies which are unnatural will but 
precipitate its dissolution. Surely this is not a just ^ay of reasoning ; if 
the internal resources of a State fail it, or arc not equal to its occasional 
wants, whence can it obtain immediate relief, but from external means, 
which in the present case will certainly afford that relief, and prove the surest 
aid to lenient remedies which the wisdom of Government may apply for 
the restoration of its constitutional vigor ? No concealment has been made by 
me or by the late administration of the true state of this country. Our advices 
have been honest, full and explicit. We have told our employers that we had 
encountered great difficulties and that we hoped to surmount them, and I trust 
that they will already have seen these hopes in part realized and ample grounds 
afforded to look for the establishment of a confirmed systena of Government 
and of commercial and territorial resources in Bengal, which it hath hitherto 
wanted ; such a state it is yet capable of receiving, although it may suffer, as I 
fear it will do, an interval of almost two years lost in anarchy and distraction. 

The solemn asseveration at the close of this address as it contains no argu- 
ment requires no answer, and should pass unnoticed by me if it were not that 
such a positive pledge of their “ Honor and everything that can be dear to 
honest men,” may sway with many in opposition, to all reasoning ; and I must 
confess it appears to me to be introduced with a view to this effect. I must 
therefore express the surprise I feel, that the gentlemen should hazard so sacred a 
pledge upon the truth of facts so various and unascertained that it is impossible 
for human reason to decide on many of them, much less for these gentlemen, 
to whom the subjects were entirely new, to receive in so short a time such inform- 
ation as they could affirm, upon a pledge of honor, to be truth ; and in effect 
it will appear from the above remarks that they actually have been mistaken 
in many of the facts and inferences which relate to the State of the Company*s 
affairs. For myself I will declare that with certainly a fuller knowledge of 
the circumstances than they can possibly have attained, and with as earnest a 
solicitude to abide by truth, I will not venture to pledge my honor, that 
error and mistake may not have a place in what I have written, but I will 
make this sacred pledge of my “ Honor and everything that is dear to mo as an 
honest man *’ that my endeavours, both in my minute of appeal and in these 
remarks, have been to free my conduct and that of the late administra- 
tion from the misrepresentations which have been cast upon them, and by a 
fair statement of the motives and effects of our measures to lay the truth before 
our employers, and enable them to decide with justice between us and our 
accusers. 

Having finished my observations on the several arguments made use of by 
the gentlemen of the majority in their letter of appeal, I think it necessary 
to conclude with one striking remark which is opposite to the whole substance 
of it, namely, that tl muyh it is profes^ s^edly dra wn up fQr _thiL-.daffiniie..^^^^ their 
measures, and the -of-iJifl- lata^dministration only, as involved 
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inJbhat defence, tliorc is not a single word in tlieir ad dress 
ptandi n g defen da or even aims to (J.ef Offid tlu^ jneasurcs. 

The recall of the Brigade, at a time when we were in hourly expectation of, 
hearin'g that the war was concluded, ^ind before the conquest was secured ; the 
dismission of Mr. Nathl. Middleton, the public Minister of this Goveiaiment 
at the Court of the Vizier, and the dictatorial license granted to the Com- 
manding Officer in the field to provide against any attempts which might bo 
made on the safety of the army, are measures against which I have protested ; 
and which I affirm to he equally injurious to the faith of Government and the 
interest of the Company, whether the measures which they have laboured to 
depreciate be right or wrong. 


Remarks on tlie separate letter of Geverai. Claveriwo, Colonel Monson, and M». Francis 

to the Iloii^ble Court of Directors. 

4<. I shall never be deficient in the true* returns of civility, hut I presume 
that the gentlemen of the majority will not expect from me any acknowledge- 
ments for these expressions of personal respect ; I shall desire that Captain 
Brooke may be re-culled if his appointment is considered as repugnant to the 
principles or policy adopted by them, hecause, under the influence of such an 
opinion, the design of his appointment must be defeated. 

6. I do not know what my words arc which have been construed as a 
declaration that Major Polier was employed in the Vizier’s country on the 
surveying service only^ neither do I recollect whether I ever mentioned his 
name to the Board at any time to which this jiaragraph can refer. It is certain 
that it never was my intention to conceal the real footing of his residence 
which Avas publicly known with the Vizier. This I have fully exjilained in my 
minute in consultation on the 19th December ; and to save both the gentlemen of 
the majority the trouble of a scrutiny into the transaction of w liich they have 
expressed their suspicion, I take this occasion to inform them that Major" Polier 
did assist at the siege of Agra ; that be informed me of it in a hitter wliieb he 
wrote to me at the time ; and that to the best of my recollection, I expressed my 
satisfaction in reidy that the Vizier had found this additional use for his services, 
to those for which I had recommended him. I will further declare that I 

* approve of the Major’s conduct in this instance, and that had my consent been 
previously required, I should freely and cheerfully have given it, not knowing 
of any possible objection which could he made to it. 

7. I must take upon me to justify Mr. Barwell, by affirming that the majority 
had taken their resolution before “ they had consulted all the records by Avhich 
it could any Avay be affected ” ; that much assiduity and attelition have been 
since emjiloyed to trace and collect the facts and opinions which they have 
offered in justification of their resolution is undoubted ; but I appeal to their 
own words and to the records for proof, that they could not have obtained that 
complete information at the time in which they had taken their resolution. 

On the 2uth of October I read to them the concluding part olf my minute 
entered on the consultation of that day. respecting the political state of this 
Government, and this contained a connected list of all the proceedings which 
were necessary for their perusal, to enable them to form a complete knowledge 
of the subject. Tlio only parts of these references which were called for and 
read at the Board wore tHo passages of the general letters of the last year, to 
the Court of Directors, which related to the Treaty of Benares and the Rohilla 
expedition, the Vizier’s requisition for the march of the Brigade, and my report 
of my transactions at Benares. Yet on this scanty information, if they waited 
even for,j;his, they at once formed their decision ; and as they themselves affirm in 
the 33rd paragraph of their appeal, ** they should have thought it their duty to 
proceed immedmtely to the recall of the Brigade, W'ithin the Company’s terri- 
tories, or at least within the original dominions of the Vizier, but fo^ the vehe- 
ment opposition made to that proposal by the Governor General. He urged 
that there were a number of records and letters still to bo consulted, &c.” 

Of the letter addressed to the Chairman of the Court of Directors, one 
part only, requires annotation. The rest having, as I presume, been fully 
answered in pay minute of appeal, and in the preceding remarks. 
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Much stress is laid on the contents of the last general hitter from the late[ 
Council as containing facts and opinipiis ijot according with the date of it, and 
arguments are accumulated to prove that the letter was written later than the 
date. This charge is in jiart true ; that part of the letter to which this ohjection 
particularly applies was most certainly written after the assembly of the new 
Council, arid written as I can vouch with a design of answering tho objections 
which might ho or had been made to the propriety of the Hohilla expedition. 
Tho date was a mere form nettessary to authenticate the letter, which was to be 
signed by the gentlemen of whom the late Council had consisted, and who were 
no longer a public body after tlio proclamation of th<i now Council. This is 
not tire only instance of facts in their own nature perfectly indill’crcnt which 
have been produced against me and against \he late administration with all the 
solemnity of the most criminal accusations. 


WARREN HASTINGS. 


The General, Colonel Monson, and Mr. Erancis also deliver in a copy of 
their address to the Ilon’ble the Court of Directors which was sent per Dutton in 
reply to the Governor Genoral*s letter and minute by the British King, which 
is now recorded as follows : — * 


1st . — We had no opportunity of making remarks on tho Governor General’s 
appeal to tiro Hon’ble Court of Directors by tho last ship, dated the 3rd Decem- 
ber ; nor have we now suiiicicnt Icis.uro from public business to enter into and 
maintain a voluminous argument with the Governor- General couccniing 
measures orr which wo have already delivei'cd our opinion, and on which it appears 
to us that no new lights have been produced. Something, however, seems 
necessary to be said in reply to tlic charges brought against us by tho Gov- 
ernor General, lest, by our silence, we should appear to abandon any of our 
declared opinions or to admit tho exactness of tho Governor’s representation by 
not disputing it. 

2nd . — What we hayo now to submit to the consideration of the Court 
of Directors shall he collected closely and brought, if possible, into that clear 
point of view in which it may be seen distinctly and judged of with precision. 
It is not our interest or inclination to perplex the cause, depending before 
the Court of Directors, either with the nicety of logical refinements, or 
wkh the introduction of matters totally foreign from the subjrrct ; and their at- 
tention may be distracted by a multiirlicity of words, Avhen it is our highest 
interest that if should ho steadily flxed and confined to things. 

Qrd . — The argument against the Rohilla war was fully stated in our last 
address. We meant to make use of all the materials then in our possession; ono 
important observation, however, on tho conduct of the late administration was 
omitted. The Governor General in his minute of the 2Gth November 1773, in 
order to relievo his Council from the embarrassment they were in, upon the 
receipt of Suja Dowla’s demand of the Brigade, and in order to elude that 
demand without violating tho Governor’s private engagements with Suja Dowla, 
fortunately falls upon an expedient, which he conceives will remove all diffi- 
culties. It is in substance to yield to tho Vizier’s demand, but upon such rigid 
terms, as he will probably revolt at, and as may induce him to drop all thoughts 
of prosecuting the design. 


— Erom these premises it would naturally follow that the hard terms 
which the Governor proposes to insist on in favor of tho Company, should at 
least be new and unexpected by Suja Dowla ; yet by the Governor General’s 
report of the negotiation at Benares, it appears beyond contradiction that the 
above terms wore no other than what tho Vizier himself had previously offered 
upon thd condition of our yielding him our assistance in the intended war against 
the Rohillas. The sum of two lacks ten thousand rupees is settled by the Treaty 
of Benares for tho monthly pay of the Brigade whenever they might be employed 
in' his services, and he offers to make the Company a consideration for their 
service ia the Rohilla war of 40 lacks of rupees. 
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Bth . — Tliis being indisputably the fact, we are at a loss to comprehend in 
vhat new articles the supposed haiBshncss of the conditions which were to 
nduce Snja Dowla to relinquish his design could be understood to have con-, 
isted. ' We have no other difficulty in attributing this management to a pre- 
lonccrtcd collusion, but that it seems too gross to answer the purpose of 
leceiving. 

6th . — The re al secret of the measure betrays itself to us from day to day. 
;t is not oFa"nature to he’" long’ concealed. The Vizier’s correspondence with 
dr. Hastings is well worth the attention of the Court of Directors ; they will 
ee at once that many of his expressions convey more than could have been 
iieant for their information. “ When we converted this expedition together, as I 
.ras determined to extirpate the RoIiHIm, I could not listen to any proposals of 
peace. Consider, iny friend, that it was my absolute determination to extirpate 
the Kohillas and that I requested an English force for that purpose.*’ In uur 
opinion it is needless to look for further evidences of the nature of his design 
or of the approbation it received from Mr. Hastings. It cannot now be a 
question wdiether from the first he meant to extirpate the Rohillas or not, or 
whether Mr. Hastings was oiiginally apprised of that design in its full extent. 

7lh . — It is not our intention to enter into a refutation of the laborious 
train of arguments by which the Governor endeavours to support the general expe- 
diency and justice of'the Rohilla war. We willingly submit the whole to better 
judgments than our own. The only new document inti’oduccd by the Gov- 
ernor General on this subject is an extract of a private lett er w hich he wrote 
to M r- Sulliv an by the first despatch, after his return Irom Benares. Our 
cause is too powerful to make it necessary'for us to dispute with him upon the 
weakness and impropriety of referring to such a record in the discussion of a 
great public ix^asure ; let us see what the extract, such as it is and so produced, 
contains. 

8th . — In su bstan.Qfi it amount$-to this, that although tlicne were arjguments 
w'hich dissuaded him from the Bohilla expedition, yet there were others which 
would h ave made him very glad pf any occasion to employ the Company’s forces, 
{hat savedT so much of their pay and of their expenses ; on one side he fears the 
judgment which might be passed upon the measure at home, where he sees too 
much stress laid upon general maxims, and that his word will not be taken against 
tlie prevailing opinion of the Vizier’s great power and treacherous designs against 
us. On the other side he states the favourableness of the opportunity afforded by 
the absence of the Mahrattas, the weak state of the Rohillas, which promised 
an easy conquest of them, and his id ea o f the Court’s distress at home, added to 
his knowledge of their work abroad. » 

9th . — On this statement of the communication of the Governor’s private 
sentiments to his friend, we observe that if it contains more intelligence than he 
transmitted to the Court of Directors, he must defend himself to them for com- 
municating to Mr. Sullivan what he withheld from his superiors. If the com- 
munication was the same to both parties, we know not to what purpose the 
above extract is now produced. The public declarations of his constant appro- 
bation of the Rohilla expedition from September 1773 to this time are as well 
authenticated as those which before the period he had uniformly made 
against every measure of that nature. We date the change of system from 
Ajjril or May 1773. 

10th . — Wo shall avail ourselves however of this part of the private corre- 
spondence to prove, under his own authority, that from his knowledge of the 
Company’s distresses both at home and abroad, he would have been glad of 
any occasion to have employed their forces. Tlie Company are in distress,— 
their troops must be employed. No man, we. think, can mistake the meaning 
iof such declarations. Yet when other immediate purposes are to be served, 
IMr. Hastings is not reserved in his description of the flourishing state of the 
ijCompany’s affairs here, and of the salutary effects which his administration has 
jlproduced. ‘ 

11th . — -In November 1773 they certainly had not produced those effects; 
since that time there have been supplies of money received from Suja Dowla*s 
192 



17 


Treasury, which undoubtedly must have given a temporary relief to this dis-. 
tressed Government ; admitting that •these* supplies have been substituted from 
.motives of irresistible necessity in place of those solid and permanent resources 
by which the Government of a rich commercial country ought naturally to be 
supported, we desire that in an argument, such as the present case may be taken, 
to apply cflFects to their true causes, and not to confound objects which have 
not even an artificial relation to each other. An instance will illustrate our mean- 
ing. We have lately resolved to send 10 lacks of rupees in specie to Bombay ; 
the immediate power of supplying such a[8um is a symptom of a flowing treasury ; 
the necessity of sending in specie is too clear a proof that our trade to tho west- 
ward is ruined. A man who understands the subject and has no interest in 
making it obscure, will find nothing contradictory in these facts, or in the 
reasoning deduced from them. To say that a commercial country flourishes 
where making war is the only resource it has left, appears to us an absurdity 
in terms ; hut inconsistent principles of action must of necessity be defended 
by inconsistent argument and by* a different language held at different times 
which no sophistry can reconcile. * ^ 

ISth . — In the present instance we are candid enough to give the Gov- 
ernor notice of the dilemma to which his own declarations reduced him. From 
all that we have hitherto observed of his way of acting and reasoning, we are 
thoroughly convinced that everything he says and does in support of what he 
has already said and done will only involve him in a labyrinth of contradic- 
tions from which he never can extricate himself. 

13th . — On this footing we are content to leave, for tho present, the arraign- 
ment of the Governor General’s conduct respecting the Rohilla war, and the 
defence of our own. Much undoubtedly has been done quod fieri non debuit ; 
whether that be a reason for confirming what has been done, or whether this 
or many other acts of Mr. Hastings’ administration can be confirmed on any 
principle are points which we willingly submit to the decision of our superiors. 

14th . — If the charge appears to be now personally levelled against the' 
Governor distinguished from his Council, let it be observed, that he has volun- 
tarily taken tho whole burthen upon himsedf. He says that after a debate of 
three successive days both morning and evening, the late Council at last came 
to a final agreement to leave the proposition of the Rohilla war to him. No! 
two members agreed exactly in opinion, and it was difficult to reconcile them, 
whereas the sentiments of the President were the same invariably from thei 
beginning. 

IfSth. — In, strict right, this candour of the Governor General will bo no 
justification, though in ec^uity it may be considered as some excuse for the late 
Council in assenting to measures which their conscience condemned ; but with 
rtispect to the Governor General the exemption he allows to his Council is 
fatal to himself. If a doubt can possibly remain in the mind of any unprejudiced 
i)erson, considering the real motives on which he has acted, if such premises 
as those which we think we have established by a constant reference to undis- 
puted facts can be presented to the mind of. the Court of Directors without an 
unavoidable conclusion that more has been done than yet appears. In short, 
if the proofs already extant do not amount to demonstration, we for ourselves 
have no doubt that a little time will necessarily produce other explanations, 
by which all those measures, which at present cannot bo supported by osten- 
sible motives, wUl be completely accounted for, and all opinions on the subject 
reconciled. 

id/A.— The few remaining points of the Governor General’s minute and 
address to the Court of Directors which we think proper to take notice of shall 
be briefly considered and dismissed. He is pleased to point out to tho Court of 
Directors in what manner it was our duty to have acted upon our oWu 
principle’of adhering to a defensive system for the future, io this we say, that 
tile mMSures we resolved on were, the result of deliberation, and that our id^ 
of the rectitude and necessity of those measures is confarraed by reflexion. M e 
might indeed have concerted with the Governor in what manner the same 
m^isares might be carried into execution with the least diminution of his 
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personal credit vrith the country powers, and we should probably have done, 
so, if it had been possible for us to attributp his conduct to error of judgment. 

17th . — The Governor thankfully acknowledges the support which ho 
received from Mr. Barwell, “ and with the more pleasure, as he esteems it to 
proceed rather from a just conviction of the propriety 4 A his conduct, than 
from personal attachment.” The happy reconciliation alluded to took place 
some months before our arrival, 

18th . — Nothing we confess can be more meritorious than a sacrifice of 
private animosities to the public service. Apparently no man possesses this merit 
in a higher degree than Mr. Barwell. There have been times in which he did 
not judge so favourably of the propriety of the Governor’s conduct as he does 
at present. We do not wish to revive the memory of those times, much less to 
interrupt an union which we are bound to think can have no foundation but 
the public good. As for ourselves, wo are ready to confess that we have no merit 
of tins sort to plead to the Court of Directors.* We had no enmities to sacrifice. 
We had no mutual complianQp or concessions to make to each other. We set out 
upon one principle. We have but one object in view, and in this instance differ 
about the means. On this subject we should only add that we are far from 
desiring to deprive the Governor of the assistance he receives from Mr. 
Barwell. 

• • 

19th . — We are charged with a resolution supposed to have been formed 
long before our arrival of forcing Mr. Hastings to resign the Government; with 
some men, we trust that an acquaintance with our personal characters will be 
sufficient to acquit us of so bare and absurd a design ; with others, we are sure 
of being sufficiently vindicated by their certain knowledge of our first senti- 
ments, in regard to Mr. Hastings repeatedly and uniformly declared in England, 
and supported J[)y the steps we took on many occasions to remove or soften 
every objection, which we apprehended might arise in bis mind from the new 
situation in which he was placed by the Act of Parliament, or by the Company*8 
instructions, and which might have inclined him not to continue in the Govern- 
ment. 

20th . — To Mr. Hastings himself our deference is of a different nature but 
equally complete. No man, we believe, is better acquainted with the great 
leading motive which is supposed to influence or control the conduct of man- 
kind. Whenever he shall inform the Court of Directors, in what sense it was our 
real interest to drive him from the Government, we pledge ourselves to prove to 
the world beyond the possibility of a doubt, that no event whatever coulc^ be 
personally more distressing to us nor less for our interest (understanding 
interest as he does) than that which we are accused of endeavouring to promote. 

2 l 8 t . — Some inattention to ceremonies on the part of the Governor in the 
mode of our reception is supposed to have had a share in creating, or confirm- 
ing in us those hostile resolutions which we are accused of having formed 
against him. The first objection we make to all the Governor has said on this 
article is, that it is a defence without a charge. We leave it to our superiors 
to judge what sort of consciousness is implied in so hasty an anticipation of 
charges, not advanced against him. 

22nd . — Our second objection would be to his Bta;ement of the facts, if we 
thought it worthy of ourselves- or consistent with the prosecution of business of a 
far heavier nature, to defend to the last at peril. As for the rest, we hope it will 
be thought too much to be believed on no better evidence than Mr. Hastings* 
own affirmative that we are capable of engaging in measures, which if they are 
such as he describes, may subvert an Empire, merely to revenge an act of cere* 
mony for which the slightest concession from Mr. Hastingps ought to' have 
been so sufficient an excuse, that we could not have decided accepting it without 
betraying an injudicious appearance of want of hospitality to him, and disgrace 
to ourselves. 

23rd . — If the charge of a personal failure in the respect due to Mr. 
Hastings had had any foundation whatsoever, we think it ought not to have 
been described by so gross a term as that of a warfare of iourriUty., The expres- 
sion which he applies to himself and confines the description are on record, and 
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wfewed to by himself. Our superiors will judge whether they hayo reference 
to the public measuras of the late adpainistration, or personally to Mr. Hastings, 
and. whether, supposing them to be directed against measures only, they were or 
'could he too strong for the occasion. , 

24th. — ^We shall jpqerve our observations on Mr. Hastings* state of the 
revenues for a separate minute. In this branch of infoimiation the Gov- 
ernor has many signal advantages over us. The subject itself requires the strictest 
care and attention, and as eye r^ official light is either directly wi thjh eld _ from 
us^ or e:^torte d by us with pam to ourselves and coinihuhicated withT a studied 
perplexity and reluctance, ail ’ our ' enquiries, on this head are attended with 
uncommon labour. Truth however will we doubt not ere long find its way 
to the public view ; and if we have any apprehension for the consequence of 
our enquiries, it is not of being unable to prove even more than we have 
advanced or suggested, but lest the general state of this country should appear 
to be such as may alarm the Company and the nation for the approaching and 
instant ruin of Bengal. 

25th. — We now proceed to the observations, which we think necessary for 
the information of the Court of Directors, upon some events and proceedings, 
which have taken place here since the dispatch of the British King, and we 
are the less solicitous about taking up so much of their time, as whatever we 
say in these minutes tends to shorten the general letter. 

26th. — With regard to the conduct of public business, lot us take notice 
once for all that on the principle which we attribute to Mr. Hastings, 
it is highly to his interest to make use of all those superior means which his 
situation affords him, to retard and perplex the dispatch and progress of 
that business, for he then has a pretence for complaining that urgent affairs are 
delayed or neglected, and for attributing that neglect or delay to the affected 
embarrassments and distress, with which his new colleagues endeavour to perplex 
and afflict him. 

27th. — On the principle which the late Governor attributes to us, it is 
manifestly our interest to promote the despatch of public business, lest we should 
be charged with endeavouring to retard it. The presumption in this respect, 
so far as it may be founded on the novelty of the business and our own want of 
knowledge, is apparently against us. We cannot therefore have a greater 
personal interest than to obviate all objections on this head by a constant 
application to acquire knowledge and to despatch business j let us now look to 
the facts. 

'28th. — As we have never yet declined attendance, when summoned, 

uppp any " j*' * *"" *’. Counc ils, it wi ll be incumbent 

* ri I I II • I our arrival in this country 

has been preferred by us to personal ease or relaxation, or that particular 
business has been delayed by our minutes or debates. It will appear by 
the consultations that we called upon him repeatedly to inform us what 
urgent business remains unfinished, and offered to sit night and day till it is 
despatched. We now most urgently repeat that offer. 

29th. — The only extraordinary matters of deliberation, which have come 
before this or the Revenue Board, and which have taken up a considerable 
portion of our time, were either such as could not possibly be avoided or hastily 
dismissed, or such as the Govern or- General himself has thought proper to 
introduce. The complaint of the Molungees was not searched after or 
encouraged by us. TVe found it existing and the complainants at oqr doors cry- 
ing for justice. W^e consider their complaint as not only of great importance in 
itself, on the score of the injustice done and justice due to the petitioners, but as 
a matter, the investigation of which will furnish the Court of Directors with 
some important light upon the .general management of this branch of their 

50 ^.*— The proceedings of the Revenue Board will help to show the 
Court of Directors what immediate interest the Governor had to protect the 
contractors, the principal of them being the Banyan of Captain Weller, 
who lived in the Governor’s family, and who is admitted to have had a share 

• Th« pagM ot tba folio ara in aaoh » deeayed and tattered condition that it is impossibie to fill In (base blanks. 

105 



20 


in the contract. We ourselves have reason to believe that the profits of the 
contract were chiefly ingrossed by Onptain Weller, and that a considerable 
share of them has been appropriated since his death to the use of his widow, 
who isdn England. To this affair and to another wherein the Governor’s own" 
Banyan, appears to be concerned, but^n^ch has not yet been 

regularly enquired into, we impute the resentment s* wn by the Governor 
towards Mr. Fowke, by whose assistance, not voluntarily offered but requested 
by General Clavering, some of these discoveries were made. Much time has been 
lost by the Governor in pursuing his unjust attack on Mr. Fowke, whose 
unblemished character and knowledge of the language have recommended him 
to General Glavering for the investigation of the complaints and petitions 
presented to him by the Molungees. 

Slat . — A great body of these people to the number of 260 have been near 
three months in Calcutta soliciting and w-aiting for justice. In consequence 
of an examination at the Board of the parties and our opinion thereupon, a 
suit is ordered to be instituted in the Supreme Court of Judicature against 
the contractors for the fraudulent and oppressive conduct with which they are 
charged. 

32nd . — The facts as they appear to us on the examination are these : The 
Molungees who had boon used to work for the .merchants previous to the con- 
tract for 60 and 65 rupees per 100 maunds were compelled by the contractors 
to work for 40 (Sepoys being quartered on them) ; and afterwards to deliver, 
at the rate of 112 maunds and upwards as far as 126 maunds for every 
hundred, by means of a fraudulent contrivance to increase the measure ; com- 
bining the diminution of price with the advance on the measure, it appears 
plainly to us that these wretched people are defrauded of not less than 29 rupees 
in the value o£ 125 maunds of salt ; such a fraud, considering the small propor- 
tionable value of the commodity, is of itself enormous. The means by which it 
is perpetrated imply and produce every effect of avarice and extortion, supported 
by arbitrary power, and neither checked by shame nor restrained by the common 
dictates of humanity. 

33rd . — When the year was up, sepoys were again sent, evidently with a 
view to force them to yield to an adjustment of accounts, in which the con- 
tractors falsely took credit for the highest price of their labour. When they 
come up to Calcutta to complain they were sent by the Roy Roy an to the 
contractors’ houses under pretence of redressing their wrongs, where they 
were seized and carried back to the salt works by a guard of sepoys. On* the 
consultations of the Calcutta Revenue, it appears that these poor people had 
fled from their habitations and had abandoned the collieries to take refuge in 
the woods, where many of them have been devoured by tigers. Every day 
we are convinced will throw such new sights on this subject, that what we 
have now stated will appear but an inconsiderable part of the whole abuse. 

34th . — We had much opposition from the Governor and Mr. Barwell on 
the resolution to prosecute in the King’s Court. Both the offence, which is 
oppression of. the highest order, and the offender who is a Banyan, appear to be 
^m§t“pariE,icularT^TTie’'^5^*^®*^^ that reformation which the Xiegislature had in 
view in the institution of the King’s Courts. If such offence and such men were 
only to be tried as they proposed by the Revenue Council with no legal power 
of awarding damages or inflicting punishments, we may venture to say, that the 
Xiegislature . would have taken much trouble to no purpose, and that the Com- 
pany has been put to an unnecessary expense by the establishment of a 
Supreme Court of Justice. Our opinions on this part of the subject appear 
more fully in our respective minutes in the Revenue consultations to .whom 
we refer. 

Soth.—li the Court of Directors should find leisure to read all the 
minutea.enteredi oa--aur_c.onsulia^on8 on this and other occasions, they will find 
such doctrines asserted and maintained by our opponents, fts are not only 
repugnant to every English principle, but to those common dictates of reason 
and justice, which cannot be totally disregarded in any form of Government 
whatsoever without ruin to the State. 

196 



21 


36th . — It is said for example that the Molungees* are in a state of vassal-' 
age and may bo compelled to work at whatever price the master imposes on 
them. This doctrine is not confined* to flie poor salt-boilers, hut seems to he 
.extended to the ryot, to the manufacturer, and in general to all the first sources 
of internal industry. If such opinions were merely speculative we should take 
little notice of them ; fear it will be found that they have been carried into 
practice and had a considerable operation. yVe haye ^ reason t q^^ l 3 qli[ev, e-tbat thei 


establis h, and ot her causes* w^cK^a'fittle lime wm produce, than to .the famiuBI 
s9^e^uently an'e^d~oF appeal Mr. BCastings, in accounting for the' 

^ifiire o f the revenues. 

— On this everlasting theme of Mr. Hastings, we shall only for the 
present observe in general, that under any tolerable form of Government the 
effects of the famine must long^ since have ceased to be felt in a yoTintry where 
nature asks notKm g of HTe^^' gover iung figW^n Jiuf . isiudy to. 

de feat her nperntion ^ worldwiil soon see that it is opp ression of the most 

violent and pernicious nature which has reduced this lertue country to a 
Slate 'Of' depopulation, 

38th. — ^While the examination of the Molungees was depending, we received 
information that the contractors, Boloram and Govind Bam Mitri, had 
defrauded the Company of more than two lakhs and a half *of salt. The infor- 
mation was so particular, specifying in each golah where the salt is the over plus 
quantity u'hich the contractors had not declared, that we could not avoid 
giving credit to it. Two of tho Company’s servants have been sent down to 
weigh the salt and every precaution taken to prevent its being previously 
removed that we could suggest; but the difficulties attending this investiga- 
tion are such and so numerous that we begin to renounce our hopes of estab- 
lishing any discovery of importance upon legal proof sufficient to convict the 
contractors. 


39th. — The Court of Directors will consider and make allowance for these 
difficulties. They arise in part from the nature of the business, the obscurity 
of interpretation, the perplexity of accounts, kept in a barbarous language 
between very artful men on one side and very ignorant men on the other, 
and the great distance of tlie golahs from each other. The principal impediment 
of all arises from tho immediate interest which many persons have in conceal- 
ing frauds of this nature and defeating all enquiry into abuses ; enough how- 
ever will assuredly he done to satisfy the Company that extraordinary frauds 
and -abuses have been practised and countenanced to the prejudice of this 
branch of their revenue. 

40th. — The ’charges against Mr. Fowke were introduced and urged by 
the Governor himself without sufficient attention, as wo conceive, either to 
the forms or substance of justice. 'J'he Court of Directors will judge of the 
propriety of those charges, and whether being once before us they could have 
been dismissed in tho summary way recommended by the Governor. The last 
point, foreign from the ordinary course of business, and which has taken up 
any considerable part of our time, was also introduced and in a great measure 
forced upon the Board by the Governor General. 

4Xat, — We mean the' summoning and examining of the field officers on 
Monday, the 19th of December, at the Council. To prevent the loss of time, 
which that examination must necessarily create, and to avoid any* interruption 
of the daily course of business, Mr. Francis was the member, who moved that 
the Board should proceed upon the examination that evening ; we sat upon it 
from six till an hour after midnight and returned to the Revenue Board at 
ten the next morning. 

4SnS . — On Friday, the 23rd, 'Mr. Francis also moved at the Revenue 
Board, that it may meet again in the evening. Wo met accordingly, but 
instead of iespatohing any urgent business were employed near four hours 
in settling the estaWisliment of Mr. Elliot*s new office, proposed, urged, and 
carried by tlie Governor General in a manner which we conceive will do him 
little or^t with his superiors. The Revenue consultations of that day will show 

• Kora.— Malungee. corruptly Molungce. H, Bong., 4c. A a«lt-maker, a labourer employed in mauu. 
taotnring ealt. — HPitemt'e 

159 F. D. 
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plainly in wliat manner our time -was employed. These two are the only 
instances of our meeting in the evening. The Governor General has never 
once requested our attendance for thsrt pui^ose. 

43rd . — In the proceedings of the Revenue Board of the 30th of last month,*' 
the Company will see a very extraordinary petition to J^e Council from the 
Rannieyj|Bjjyr|^v^g^ The high rank of this lady, whose Hfte husband’s ancestors 
naw trom iime immemorial enjoyed the zemindarry of that district, entitled 
her, as we think, to some decent consideration and respect from this Govern- 
ment. The Company w'ill see in Mr. Harwell’s minutes with what terms of 
gross insinuation a Councillor of this State permits himself to treat a woman 
who is one of the first subjects of it, 

44th . — This is not the way in which we support our opinions in Council, 
when we have the misfortune of differing from our colleagues on great questions. 
Such cruel, irregular hostilities do not belong to that honorable though dis- 
tressing war in which the public conduct of the late administration has 
unavoidably involved us. We leave it to the mercenary auxiliaries of Suja 
I)owla to ruin individuals, to burn villages and violate the sacred retirements 
of the zenana. 

46th . — We do not enter into the truth or falsehood of the 

Mr. G raham and _ the. I^fiwau- of -Burdwan of ,an e mbezzle 

11 lacks of rupees alleged to be the property M her infant son. It will be her 
business fd"ma.ke good the truth of her allegations. We are not so unjust as to 
give credit to charges against the honor or innocence of any man before the 
proofs are produced, neither docs the Rannie’s petition require it of us ; let the 
prayer of the petition be considered, and we submit it to the judgment of the 
world, whether it could possibly liave been refused without a barefaced denial 
of justice, oy without throwing suspicions even upon the characters of the 
persons accused, more injurious to them than as wc hope can arise from any 
future investigation of the truth. 

46th . — We have adopted the .several motions made by Colonel Monson for 
granting the prayer of the petition, as not only regular, beyond dispute in point 
of proceeding, but as conformable to every principle of reason and justice. Nor 
are we unwilling to admit the truth of Mr. Harwell’s assertion, that the proposi- 
tion made by Colonel Monson, for granting the prayer of the petition is 
diametrically opposite to the proceedings of past Governments. A widow 
desires to be Iieard in behalf of herself and infant son. She produces'a cliarge 
of singular magnitude, and offers to make it good. The favour she desires of 
the Board is that she may be freed from terror and confinement, and allowed 
to attend in person at the Presidency to prosecute her complaint. Former Gov- 
ernments might have refused to grant such requests. We for our parts shall 
never seek or encourage inquiries into past transactions, but when petitions of 
this nature and consequence, and so fairly introduced, are brought before us, 
we must renounce every idea of decency as well as of justice before we can 
refuse them. 

47th . — We are not alarmed at the formidable consequences held out on 
this and many other occasions to deter us from doing what we think indispen- 
sibly our duty ; as if the permitting a widow and her son to remove from 
Hurd wan to Calcutta, which we presume could not have been refused with 
any shadow of reason or- justice, implied and must be understood by the 
natives as a determination to repeal all former decisions and must be attended 
with ruin to the collection. We for ourselves have no apprehensions of conse- 
quences so totally disproportionate to the cause assigned for them. But admit* 
ting them to be unavoidable, we desire it may be considered what sort of Gov- 
ernment this country must have been subject to, when an act apparently so 
regular and so much of course as that in question, is thought likely to%ndanger 
the safety of the State. 

4Sth. — Mr. Harwell’s objections to the temporary removal of the Dewan, 
militate directly in our opinion against the principles on which the Court of 
Directors acted in ordering the sudden removal and confinement of Mahomed 
Rezabawn. ^ Mr. Harwell thinks it very improper, first, to punish a man by 
depriving him of his honors and employments, and by such decisive acts using 
influence on his fears. Wp leave it to him to reconcile ibis doctrine, if he oan» 
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to the above resolution of the Court of ‘Directors; .with respect to us it 
does not stand in opposition to that "act of the Revenue Board which is now 
in question. A temporary suspensiem is *no punishment, and to prove a charge 
* of embezzlement against the Dewan of a province, while he continues in the 
actual possession and exercise of his power', let it be ever so well founded, we 
know to be difficult i^iany country, but in this country impossible. As to the 
Faishkar or steward, we consider it as a family office, which ought not to have 
been taken out of the disposal of the zemindar or his representatives. 

-W^ith respect to the persons recommended by General Clavering to i 
supply the vacant offices, it is observable that Mr. Barwell remembers their 
having formerly been in competition for these very offices, whereas the Gov- 
ernor says, they are persons unknown ; besides many other advantages our 
colleagues have that of a superior local memory over us. At the Revenue 
Board held on the 30th December, they seemed to be perfectly informed of all 
the past decisions and acts of Government respecting the zeinindary of 
Burdwan, and the resolutions formerly taken for the benefit of the Rannie and 
lier son. In the Council of the 4th instant they would give no answer to a 
very obvious and pertinent question concerning the above proceedings. Neither 
of them were present. £)ol on el Ma cl ean’ s resignation of your service for 
the reasons he alleges will we'^im?E§WSnSe^cohsid England as a remark- 

able event. He owed us no explanation of the motives of his private conduct, 
nor shall we hazard any conjectures concerning the real 'object of his mission. 
On this head every man will naturally compare the professed motives of 
relinquishing a post of such rank and advantage as that of Ct)mmissary-General, 
with Colonel Maclean’s understanding, and draw a conclusion for himself. 

50th . — In our conduct to him as members of the Supreme Council we 
desired nothing but that some decent appearance of regularity might be 
observed in the proceedings of the Board. The business of his resignation was 
introduced at the Board on Wednesday, the 21st of December. General Claver- 
ing thereupon moved that before he was permitted to resign the service, he 
might lay before the Board of Inspection, which w’^as to meet the next day, his 
accounts and demands on the Company. If he had been confined to the office 
which the Court of Directors originally gave him he could have had no 
demand allowance nor accounts to settle. Soon after liis arrival here, he was 
employed by the administration to supply the army with a variety of 
contingencies; the accounts of which he was himself to control. The above 
obvious and regular motion of General Clavering is called by the Governor on 
ut^recfidented injury done to Colonel Macleanet to detain him by violence in the 
service for a debt due by the Company to him ; and by Colonel Macleane him- 
self it is supposed to dmount to tx.ne exeat. False argument may be refuted, but 
a total want of reason is unanswerable. 

51st . — When the Directors see a fact asserted under Colonel Macleane’s 
own hand, and the same fact adopted and made use of in argument by the Gov- 
ernor, viz., that he has never had a shilling of the Company’s money in his pos- 
session, they may observe perhaps with surprise that in consequence of an 
unlimited letter of credit given to Colonel Macleane by the late Board of 
Inspection on the 12th of June last on the Factories of Patna and Cassimbazar, 
his agents have received 9,000 sicca rupees, which are yet unaccounted for. 
The sum indeed is not considerable, and might easily have escaped Colonel Mac- 
leane’s notice or * * » but the circumstance of the unlimited letter 

of credit on two factories being totally forgot or not taken notice of by the 
Governor or Mr. Barwell, will serve to show in what an irregular manner the 
Company’s money affairs have been conducted. To Colonel Macleane personally 
we have shown every proper mark of respect. 

52nd . — The idea which we have conceived of his abilities must naturally 
be confirmed in the minds of the Court of Directors by the number and variety 
of different characters which he undertook to represent at the army. In point 
of rank he appears as Colonel ki Suja Dowla’s country ; he appears as a 
merchant, having carried a *considerable quantity of merchandize with him, 
which could not find entrance into that country without a particular Dustick 
or permission. This merchandize he conveys in boats, which ho thinks it 
reasonable that the Company should pay for. Arrived at the army he becomes 
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an agent to make a bargain with himself on behalf of the Company. He then 
^barges the Company 15 per cent, for his trouble, and last of all, in quality of 
Comptroller, controls the same accoxmts which ho delivers in in his quality 
of agent. We are bound by our duty to take notice of these transactions, and* 
do not mean to intimate a censure on Mr. Macleano. When such irregularities 
are permitted, it is more the fault of the Government ^ich permits than of 
the individual, who profits by them. 

63rd . — If we may depend on the declarations thrown out at the Hevenue 
Board, by the Governor>General, on the 20th of last month, the appointments 
of the now Councils will not be unattended with censure on his part. The true 
and natural vindication of the resolutions taken by the Board on this subject 
will arise from a comparison of the appointments recommended by the Governor 
and of those agreed to by the Board. A list of each is annexed to this minute j 
for the rest we beg leave to refer the Hon’ble Court of Directors to the con- 
sultations of the Revenue Department. 

Bith . — They will be informed by the general letter that Mr. Fredrick 
Stuart finding his hopes frustrated of being appointed Public Resident at the 
Vizier’s Court and in order to recover his health has resigned the service. 

66th . — The preference given to Mr. Bristow does not imply the least 
reflection on any other recommendation. With respect to appointments in 
general, when names and personal characters are in question, we rather wish 
that our choice should be determined by preference than by objection. On this 
subject our idea and principle is, that if it be a matter of total indifference 
with respect to the service (as in the case of the Sheriff), every Member of the 
Board may fairly and honorably follow his inclination. Where oflicos of trust 
and importance are to be filled up, we think it incident to the conscientious 
discharge of our duty, to consult and be guided by our own discretion, as far 
as may be consistent with a due regard to rank and seniority. The Court of 
Directors will undoubtedly take notice in which of the two lists of Councils, 
viz.^ that proposed by the Governor and that resolved on by the Board, the 
greatest attention was paid to the claims of standing and service. 

66lh . — With respect to Mr. Bristow, we shall only observe that in point of 
rank he stands next but one to Mr. Fredrick Stuart, that ho is considerably 
above Mr. Nathaniel Middelton, and that his family and connections are 
such as we believe will be no disgrace to his office. His own zeal and abilities 
will we doubt not in a little time remove the personal objections made to him 
by the Governor General, and confirm the propriety of the appointment. To 
us he appeared to possess a qualification for this office, which the Governor 
himself must have thought material, since he recommended Sir John D’Oyly 
to assist Mr. Fredrick Stuart, who himself is not acquainted either with the 
Persian or Indostan language. Mr. Bristo w has been some years Persian trans- 
lator to the Khalsa. 

67th . — On this subject we shall only observe further that we yielded at 
once to the Governor General’s recommendation of Coonje-beharry to be 
Dewan of Dinagepore, and that his nomination of Mr. Elliot to a newly created 
office was accepted. The difference of opinion which appears on the Revenue 
consultations, on that occasion does not effect Mr. Elliot, of whose personal merit 
and qualifications we all had the same sentiments. If he prefers honor to 
emolument, as we are thoroughly persuaded he does, a difference of opinion 
which went only to the amoufft of the salary and which was determined before 
his name was mentioned will not weigh in his mind against the pleasure of 
knowing that his character united every opinion in his favor. 

68th . — By the Governor General’s answer to our minute concerning Major 
Polier, it appears tliat that officer had no instructions or authority to assist, as 
he did, at the reduction of Agra. 

69th . — The examination of Colonel Champion furnishes for the present 
but one subject of remark. The Company’s right to the 40 lacks in 
consideration of their assistance in the Rohula vi^r was acknowledged by the 
Vizier before Colonel Champion left the army, and long before the instructions 
of the Board could reach the Commanding Officer. It appears also that Colonel 
Champion has not received any part of the above sum. 
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We know not on wbat intelligence the Governor could found the 
following assertion contained in his minute of the 3rd of Deeomher vz- ^ 
that soon after our instructions to Colonel Cliampion were dispatched, the 
.Vizier had consisned over the 15 lacks, which Eyzulla Cawn had enga-ed 


,d consigjned over the _ _ 

to pay him in ready money, to Colonel Champion in part payment of the 
40 lacks due from hi)#i/’ We know with certainty that there could be no 
foundation for such intelligence, and we hope that the Court of Directors will 
observe, that on the 6th of December Mr. Hastings signed his name to 
postscript to the general letter in which it is affirmed wuth unquestionable 
truth that no part of the 40 lacks had then been received. 


a 


61st . — We must further observe that Colonel Champion in his letter of 
13th of December last expressly affirms that Ix^fore he loft the army, the 
3 lacks for which the Vizier had .given him a Tuncaw had been repeatedly 
offered to him, and in particular His Excellency’s Minister informed liim that 
h% had instructions to pay them out of the 16 lacks which he the Vizier 
received from Eyzulla Cawn. The whole, business of the Vizier’s pecuniary 
engagements and payments to* the Company seems to us to bo involved in an 
affected confusion, which wo ai*o taking pains to clear up, and do not doubt of 
succeeding, provided the necessary documents are not withheld from us. In this 
place we shall only take notice that the 15 lacks of rupees which Mr. Grady was 
to have received from the Vizier were on account of the Treaty of Benares, 
and have no connection wdth the other 15 lacks which ’.the Vizier received 
from Eyzulla Cawn, jmd which he promised to ])ay over to the Company imme- 
diately, in part of the lac-ks due for the Koliilla war. 'ITiis observation 
will be found more material, perhaps, than the Court of Directors at first 
sight may bo aware of. 

62nd . — Since writing the above we have seen a private letter from Mr. 
Nathaniel Middleton, of the 21st December 177 1, in which he says that he has 
the 15 lacks in his possession, but finds a difficulty in procuring boats to 
convey the money to the Bresideucy. He also mentions the declining and pre- 
carious state of the Vizier’s health. We have not yet seen any letters from 
Colonel Galliez to inform us of what steps he has taken in consequence of tho 
instructions of the Board to negotiate with tlie Vizier. 


63rd . — On the arrival of Colonel Chamjiion at the Presidency tho Board 
required a sight of his whole correspondence, of wliich we have obtained a 
promise after some complimentary apologies had passed between the Gov- 
efnor and him on *the I’eciprocal delicacy of either of them discovering what 
mi^ht affect the lionor of the other. This correspondence ought regularly to 
liave been communicated to us by the Governor General in the first instance 
while the recal'of the Brigade was under debate ; at present we are not very 
anxious to sec it, especially as it is said by Colonel Champion to contain 
matters not fit for the public eye. 


64/fi . — The above letter of Colonel Champion informs the Board of his 
liaving received an obligation from the Vizier of 7 lacks of rupees for the troops 
who were employed in the conquest of the lloliilla dominions; of half a lakh for 
the use of the Eield officers, and of three lakhs for himself. At his examination 
it appeared that he had informed the late administration of the first present, 
but had not mentioned the two latter till he arrived at the Presidency when 
he acquainted the Governor with it. As all those presents were received, after 
tho period limited by that clause of the Act of Parliament which restrained 
all officers from taking presents, wo have agreed to acquiesce in the Governor’s 
proposal, of referring the 7 lacks to the Court of Directors, for the reasons 
mentioned in our minute of the 31st of last month, to which we refer. 


SQth , — The fatal consequence of indulging troops with the hopes of plunder 
have been loo often exemplified ifi this country. The Rohilla war with respect 
to the share we took in it had no other object j and to judge from the corre- 
spondence which has been laid before us it should* seem that plunder had 
ingrossed ^he attention not Onlji of this Government but of the army from the 
commencement of the campaign to the end of it. We do not mean to intimate 
the most distant reflection on the conduct of the Brigade, far otherwise. We 
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idmire and commend the exact discipline .they observed under the disappoint- 
ment of hopes, which it was natural enough they should form from the nature of 
the service. We mean to fix our cons^jre upon the Government, which unneces- 
airily employs their military force on service which of course suggest hopes^ 
>f expectations utterly unfit to be* proposed to or entertained by a regular 
irmy. 

66th . — We could wish to avoid mentioning the Vizier's letter of complaint 
igainst Colonel Champion as well as that delivered by the Field officers in’ 
;he name of the army, but it is fair to say that the accusations which they 
:>oth contain, ought not to make any impression as Colonel Champion has not 
ji^et had time to deliver in his answer to either. He has given a direct contradic- 
ion to the Vizier's assertions, which the Colonel calls “ infamous untruths." 

67th . — Wo find by the Vizier’s letters that 2,000 stand of arms and two 
jightcen-pounders were sent to the Vizier with stores by Mr. Hastings, aij,d 
hat Major Hannay was appointed Agent to receive hiudjif Cawn s pension of 
i lacks. *■ 


6Sth . — We have each of us received letters from the King and his Ministers 
jomplaining of the detention of his tribute, and demanding the whole arrears 
lue to him. As individuals ive might confine our answers to tlie usual assurance 
)f respect and attachment rcferinng the subject of His Majesty’s letters to the 
Council- As Members of the Government, wetind ourselves laid under an extra- 
irdinary embarrassment by the resolution of the late Government, to restore to 
Nudjif Cawn his pension, which by the Treaty of 1765* was to bo paid out 
if the 26 lacks granted to the King, in consideration of the grant, of the 
Dewannee to the Company. 

69th . — The letters received by General Clavering from several of the Com- 
pany’s militaiy officers entrusted with separate commands will be found ver^ 
deserving of notice. They contain accounts of military expeditions and hosti- 
lities carried on against a number of different Rajas and Zemindars without any 
authority from the present Government or any direct communication to us of 
blie plan, or execution of them. Most of these measures appears to have been 
directed by the Provincial Chiefs of Patna and Rurdwan, a considerable time 
if tor our arrival here. In som e places tlie. Rajas, are Jeduced to- obedicncQ. 
ind give hostages^ In many otliers the villages are burnt, and the corn cut down 
and destroyed. Ensign Scott having received orders from the Chief of Patna to 
seize or expel Raja Fulla Shah, pursues him into Suja Dowla’s dominions, and 
makes three of the Vizier’s subjects prisoners of war. C&ptain Crawfo rd by 
order of the Chief at Burdwan enf.pred Pafenom on the 6tli of last month with 
six companies of sepoys, took the capital, leve lled the town and clear.ed ..th© 
country, in order to make the post tenable. On the 9 th he attacks and drives 
the natives before him, after which the whole country fled into the mountains. 
He says that he is endeavouring to sow dissension among their Chiefs, so as to 
induce them to submit, or enable him with ease to root them out. 


70th . — We do not pretend to determine at present whether measures of 
this nature be necessary or not, but we think it very extraordinary that military 
expeditions of such importance and leading to such consequence should be 
undertaken, not only without the orders but without the knowledge of this 
Board. We are sorry to be obliged to conclude this article with declaring that 
as far as we are able to judge, the general pri nciple, whiyh.aeema. tO— .ffpi- 
m ated this Government, as w^l With respect £o the natives of the Provinces, 
Ss”to tlio neigtrBourlDg’’^tates, has had too near a relation to the expressive 
words, so often made use of, extirpate ^ exterminate ^ root out and annihilate . 

7 let . — The remainder of the observations which we are at present enabled to 
mak e on Mr. Hastings’s representations of the state of this country is reserved 
for a separate minute. Our enquiries hitfabrto have been directed, and as 
much as possible confined to great and interesting objects ; our application to 
them has been equally laborious and incessant. To obl^n that' complete 
information which we wish to give to the 9ourt of Directors on. all these 
difficult and complicated questions requires not only uncommon activity on our 
part but some allowance of time in which it may be exerted with effect. If 
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we had leisure or inclination to enter into details of an inferior importance, we. 
are very sure that tliere is hardly a line of the Governor General’s address to the. 
Court of Directors, in which we migiit not easily detect and find some inac- 
^curacy in matter of fact or contradiction in argument. We decline the weary 
task not only because we think it unworthy of us, hut as it is really in itself 
unnecessary. Pacts of a transcendent magnitude ought to engross our attention ; 
when once they are established beyond contradiction, they include the probability 
of inferior abuses, and at the same time make it superfluous to push that pro- 
bability into proofs. 

72 nd . — Neither shall we endeavour to lesson the effects of those appeals, 
which Mr. Hastings indirectly makes to the generous passions of the Court of 
Directors. “ His long services.” — “ The important trusts in which his life has 
been employed.” — “ His gratitude for the obligations already laid on him ; and 
his profound submission to their future sentence ” If our judgment of every 
single branch of his administration since the power of doing signal mischief or 
signal service to the Company was entrusted to him, should appear to be well 
founded, we should be sorry to preclude him from the use of the only resources 
which his cause will liave left him. If pleas of this nature can be properly 
introduced and admitted in the refutation of positive charges, we are content 
to allow him all the benefit he can desire from them. It is not for us to say 
that a mode of defence, which seems rather addressed to the mercy than to tl>e 
justice of the Judge, is irregular in Mr. Hastings’s situation ; we indeed have 
yet no services to plead. On the other hand, we do not appeal to the candor of 
our superiors nor can we attempt to engage their future favor by a pathetic 
acknowledgment of former obligations. The true condition of thig ..Qonplifj; 
cannot long be conceal ed. Effects will be’ Felt 'before they arc accounted forj 
vV hen that happens, we foresee no difficulty in determining by what means ,aucf 

to the hazard ai 

l east'o f hoggary and ruin. Tlie great and alarming question will be, by whosfe 
tu t ure*~ servicers 'antT by '“what future exertion of virtue and ability such a State 
can be recovered^ Common men arc not equal to the occasion. 

J. Clavkring. 

Geo. Monson. 

P. Prancis. 


Minute fronn General Clavering, Colonel Monson, and Mr. Francis. 

The Governor General has not confined his address to the Hon’ble Court 
of Directors to the single subject of the Rohilla war, but has entered generally 
into the measures he has taken for the service of the Company, the success ol 
his endeavours and the prosperity of their affairs. Far from entertaining a wish 
to place these objects in a less flattering point of view to the Company, we feel 
it as a heavy misfortune to ourselves, and setting aside all professions of zeal 
for the public, to be obliged to declare and maintain an opinion very different 
from that advanced by the Governor of the natural state of the Company’s 
affairs. We are well acquainted with the invidious nature of the office we 
undertake in maintaining our opinions, and the disadvantage we lie under, when 
we dispute the truth of propositions, which we ourselves, and every man in Eng- 
land, as well from interest as inclination must wish to be true. 

But in what manner is it really our duty to act. Are we tO suffer the Com- 
pany to continue unacquainted with their situation and let the storm gather till 
it bursts, or are we to take upon us the immediate odium of discovering 
to i^hem the real difficultieslin which their affairs are involved,* and the immi- 
nent danger with which they are threatened. In this apparent alternative, 
we think Ahat the consideration of our own personal honor, personal safety, and 
above all things of our real duty to the Company leave us no choice. 

When we refer to the consideration . of our personal safety we mean to 
establish our immediate claim to one general vindication of ourselves against 
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all consequences, that when t he pr esent., admini strati o n too k t he G o vernm ent 
'upon t hem, almost eve ry n atural resource of the coun try was jiTrea^ exhausted. 
As to tlie effect which any present discovepy of truth may produce at liome, we 
can only say that the distresses we allude to, are so instant that no artifice what* . 
ever on one side nor tacit acquiescence on the other could possibly conceal them 
much longer from the public view. 

With regard to the state of the bonded debts, we beg leave to observe with* 
out entering at present 80 > deeply into the question, as we mean to do hereafter, 

I that if the Company's finances were in that prosperous state, which they are 
; described to have been in by the general letter from this Presidency of the 
22nd of August 1774, and if their credit was so good that their bonds have 
;a considerable premium, and if the Treasury was so full, or the probable 
iXeceipts were so much superior to the probable issues as to admit of the entire 
discharge of near 26 lacks of principal debt before the end of the year, we 
then think ourselves entitled to affirm that the operation from which Mr. 
Hastings claims so much merit was a poor and inadequate measure of finance 
jeompared to what might have been dune with the same resources. 

t 

Taking the above suppositions as data, wo are confident that the late 
^ administration were in possession of means to reduce the interest upon the whole 
debt to 5 per cent, or even lower without the least violence or breach of faith 
to the public creditor. The savings on the head of interest, together with 
any surplus monies Avliich might have been spared from current service, 
should then have constituted a sinking fund, the strict appropriation of which 
to the discharge of the principal would immediately have supported the credit 
of the Company’s bonds, and might eventually have reduced them to nothing. 
Instead of this prudent and obvious measure the late administration have 
contented themselves with reducing the interest of 15 lacks from 8 to 6 
per cent., and have resolved upon a discharge of prin(;ipal debt which we 
doubt very much whether our present funds are equal to, without such 
distress to Government, as may create the necessity of a new loan. We propose 
to take up this subject afresh and do every thing that our actual credit and 
resources will admit of to repair the mischief which has been done and to lighten 
the general burthen of the debt. For the present we tire willing to declare that 
if our means were more copious .than they arc likely to prove, we should be 
very cautious of proceeding rapidly to tlie annihilation of such a mass of fictitious 
property in a country where great and urgent distress is the want of circulation. 
We wish very much to be instructed by the superior knowledge of the Court of 
Directors on this important question, whether within proper limits, and at 
reasonable interest, a public debt may not in many senses be beneficial to this 
country, and not burtbonsomo to Government. 

With regard to the past or future provision of the investment we shall 
only say in tins place, that the case of advancement of the Company’s commer- 
cial interest is a point which wc have at least as inueli at heart as Mr. Hastings. 
The Court of Directors will see, in some of the late consultations, what extra- 
ordinary pains have been taken by us, and by us only, to prevent the least cold- 
ness or want of cordiality between our Board and the Board of Commerce. 
We have touched in our other minute upon the management of the Salt Trade ; 
for the present we neither assent to nor deny the truth of what Mr, Hastings 
has asserted concerning the profits of that trade to the Company, in the course 
of the year 1773. 

Without entering into general arguments against a monopoly of any of 
the great articles of consumption, even in the hands of Government, we believe 
the footing on which this particular monopoly is exercised, may indeed strain 
and extort a short-lived revenue from a source of wealth not yet quite 
exhausted, but ‘we fear that that very strain' and extortion tend naturally*to 
the destruction of future revenue. The present monopoly, however, with all 
its supposed advantages, was not acquired without drawing a considerable 
charge on Government. The late administration by ordering the Mojfungees to 
be delivered over to the Government contractors disabled the former zemindars 
and renters of the salt districts from making good their contracts and thereby 
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beo^e answerable for the balances of those contracts, 
m the year 1773, the salt of the Injvllee districts was 
^off part of those balances. 


We arc informed that^ 
set aside in order to pay 


We have already made some general observations on the nature of the 
service on which the Company’s military forces have been employed. Our in- 
formation on this subject is not complete, as we have not yet seen the corre 82 )on- 
dence between this Government and the officers employed in military operations 
in Ramgur, the Jungleterry Country and Cooch Behar. All that we know is that 
military operations uuve been and are actually carrying on in many parts of 
the frontier country without the authority of this Board. 


The true and just object of all expeditions of this sort should have been 
merely to check and keep in awe by the occasional presence of a Military Force 
such of the Mountaineers and other inhabitants of those frontier districts, as had 
been accustomed or were likely to make inroads into and disturb the peace of 
our provinces. The people we spdak of were not however in so wild and bar- 
barous a state as tlicy have been represented. The accounts we have heard 
of them imply in general a condition of industry and simplicity of manners, 
united with a natural desire of independence. To subvert their state and much 
more to extirpate them on account of the licentiousness of a few disorderly 
people was neither necessary nor expedient. As for the trifling revenue which 
may have been brought to the Company’s account in consbquence of the sub- 
jection of these countries, wo only desire that the Company’s Accountant may 
compare it with the ordinary and extraordinary expense of the troops employed 
in the expedition and make his report of the ultimate profit to the .Company. 
At the same time we do not mean to affirm that these countries have not 
yielded much more considerable sums than what has been brought to public 
account or that the various expeditions into them have not been profitable in 
any sense whatever, or that under a regular form of Civil Government the 
acquisition of these districts, if it could be gained without violence or injustice, 
might not become highly beneficial to the Company, The first thing, however, is 
to consult the population and improvement of those immense tracts of rich lands 
which at present, as we understand, lie uncultivated and deserted in the midst 
of these Provinces. 


From what has been written already on the subject of the Vizier’s debts to 
the Company, the Court of Directors will be able to form a judgment of the 
probability of their being acquitted ; our most strenuous endeavours shall not 
be wanting to realize the amount of our just demands on the Vizier, but we must 
desire that the Company will not reckon such debts among their actual wealth, 
until they are Actually paid. 

We also desire that the following facts may ho attended to : — 

(1) CoIombI Champion declares that he has received no part of the 40 lacks 
for the Rohilla war. (2) Mr. Grady was to have received 15 lacks of the 
Vizier on account of the Treaty of Benares ; he has brought down with him 
but 10 lacks of Viziery rupees ; the remaining 5 lacks were to have been 
paid by the Raja of Benares. Why they have not been paid might perhaps 
appear from Mr. Nathaniel' Middleton’s correspondence with the Governor, hut 
no explanation whatever has been given to the Board. To show the Court of 
Directors that we have done everything in our power to obtain a satisfactory 
information on this subject, we beg l^avo to refer them to our letter to Mr. 
Secretary Stewart entered on the last consultation and to Mr. Grady’s report 
thereupon. (3) Mr. Nathaniel Middleton in his letter to the Governor of the 
2l8t December 1774 says that he has got the 15 lacks in his possession, but 
does not specify upon what account. We presume it must be on account of the 
Rohilla war. ^4) tJonsiderable draughts have been made on this Presidency, i 
on account of the pay of the second Brigade, which was to have been completely 
provided Tor by the Vi2i<jr’s monthly subsidy. We have seen draughts on this 
account to the amount of above a lakh-and-a-half. We have alre^y apprized 
the Court of Directors of the nature of the extraordinary charges beyond the 
amount of the subsidy, which we apprehend must be borne by the Company 
and consequently set against the jpromised profits of the Rohilla war.* The 
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liquidation of these perplexed accounts appears to us a most important object 
and shall be taken up and forwarded *as far as depends on us with the utmost 
despatch. 

r ' 

'We now proceed to an article in'the flattering representation of the Oom- 
- pany's affairs, on which we presume the Governor General must have rested 
his principal hopes of finding favor in their sight. 

In his address to the Court of Directors of the 3rd of December 1774, he 
\ asserts that there was at that time a balance of current rupees eighty lacks, 

) forty-nine thousand eight hundred and six, actully lying in the Company’s 
'' Treasuries. 

The first general observation we have to make on this supposed balance is, 
^that consider ing the various savings which are said to have been made by Mr. 
Hastings, t he de tention of the King’s tribute which instead of being set apart to 
answer any future demand of the King has Ijeen thrown into the general Trea- 
sury and constitutes part of Mr. Hastings’s balance, together with the external 
supplies of money received from Suja Dowla, of all which Mr. Hastings has 
livailed himself to swell his balance in hand, and when in addition to these articles 
we take into the account t he arrears of pension s due to . the young Nabab^and 
others, which not being paid of course tend to swell the balance in hand, it 
seems impossible to qs to account for the comparative smallness of this balance, 
but by some extraordinary expense, and an extraordinary failure in the revenue. 

The several sums we speak of amount to no less than one hundred seventy- 
■ three lacks, thirty-nine thousand, four hundred ninety-two Sicca Rupees, 
according to the annexed account of particulars taken from the last statement ; 
though regularly they do not enter into a cash account, yet they ought 
in our opiniop, to be set against Mr. Hastings’s balance, if that cash account 
be meant to give the Company a true idea of the state of their affairs. This 
just and regular way of stating the account would produce a real but most 
alarming balance against the Company, not to be reduced, we fear, but by 
irrecoverable balances in the collections and desperate debts. 

Setting aside for the present any further consideration of this part of the 
subject, and without insisting that a cash account taken at the most favourable 
period proves nothing but the bare existence of so much cash in the public 
purse at the period, ^. should at aU events have been happy to find an 
unappropriated fund in hand of eighty-lakhs-and-a-half to answer the various 
immediate exigences of Government, but i he account dated the 30th Nov- 
ember and signed by Mr. Croftes which the Governor General has inclosed to 
prove the reality of so large a balance actually existing in the Company’s 
treasuries, appears t o us to have been formed on a principle so erroneous as 
must inevitably leiid to a false conclusion. The account upon the face of it 
is liable to an objection which we think ought at once to destrojf the credit of 
any evidence which it professes to contain. 

The firat great inaccuracy which must immediately strike every man the 
least conversant with such accounts is the cogfusiop pf -dalas. The balance of 
cash in the Treasuries of the Provincial Councils are drawn out to different 
periods, some to the 14th of October, others to the 1 3th and 30th of September, 
whilst the balance of the i^lhalsa Treasury is taken at the distance of two 
months later, viz.^ the 28th of November. 

This circumstance alone destroys in our opinion the credibility of the 
account, as the first principle on which it ought to be formed is an exact corre- 
spondence of dates. Nothing can be more palpably absurd than to join together 
in one account sums remaining in different Treasuries, which from the. conti- 
nual demands made upon them*a;re ever fluctuating, and then to bind the total 
with the cash remaining in the Khalsa Treasury at an after period, which 
Treasury is itself constituted by the remittances from the (other) inferior 
, Treasuries. 

Por these reasons the account transmitted home by the Governor General 
is absurd in its formation and must be fallacious. In effect it is much worse 
in our opinion than no account at all. Between the 80th of September and the 
last of November, considerable sums were remitted to the Khalsa Treasury by 
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the Provincial Councils, yet these sums are not deducted from the balance of’ 
cash remaining in the districts, as they ought to have been, whilst the amount 
respectively forms a part of the money* in the Khalsa Treasury, so that it is 
’doubly introduced, and constitutes a false balance. 


^ We have received from the Khalsa Office an account of remittance from 
the subordinate treasuries between the respective periods to which their balances 
are. drawn out on the 28th of November. With the assistance of this account, 
and taking the several balances in the different treasuries as they are stated by 
Mr. Oroftes, we have drawn out a corrected account by which th e general balan ce 

C.™.nw7^a.3l0-S. o n the 28th NovemW 1774, fa 

to current rupe es sixty-se ven lacks lirtv- 
six thousand, thr ee hund red and ten, three annas. Uredit is givenTfor all those 
finiswlaicTrpass un3er the transfef'acc<yaHt as so much ready money received 
’into the Khalsa. We do not mean, however, to answer for the real existence 
of even this reduced balance, but jve affirm that the principle on which our 
account is drawn out is under the present circumstances more likely to shew 
a true state of the Company’s balances in hand than that which has been 
transmitted to them. 


We are nevertheless sensible that this account, after all, may be liable to 
objection ; notliing but an exact correspondence of dates can give an exact 
balance ; but in order to arrive as nearly as possible to the truth, we have drawn 
out another cash account on Mr. Croftes’ principle, that is t ajking th e balances 
jn the Provincial Treasuries, at the latest periods to which, even now, they can 
he obtaine d.' Tli js acepunt reduces the total balance on the 28th of November 
1774 to Current K6235,066-14-6- We have further objections to the propriety 
of the account produced by Mr. Hastings and some of them of another nature. 
IL -&cems_ probable to us that part of the balances in some of the subordinate 
treasuries may have been remitted .in„tliemterval to other subordinate treasuries, 
as for example from Dinagepore to Mooriiredabad. If many such remittances 
Have been made, they also o ught to be taken in diminution of the .general 
balanc e ; besides This we object to the accomptants swelling the general balance 
of the Khalsa by the article of bills receivaWe, which amounts to above six 
lacks. ‘We Think that the Public Treasury of a State ought to receive no 
payments but in sx^cie ; at all events rfiin.itta.nces by bills, of exchange should 
not be reckoned part of the existing cash until those bills are paid. 

After having, as w;e think, completely invalidated the credit of the account 
produced by the Governor General, we are ready, if he should still adhere to the 
truth of it, to waive all our objections provided Im will agree to make himself 
answerable to the Company for the actual existence of a balance of Current 
B80,49,806-6-0 in the Company’s treasuries on the day, on which he asserts 
that that sum was actually laying in those treasuries. 


No part of the salaries due to the Governor and Council, the Judges, or 
the Board of Trade, has yet been paid here. If they are not paid before the 
gigQiQg the general letter, they will amount to about four flacks aud-a-half, 
and as the account is ordered to be drawn out, they must be in course of pay- 
ment in a day or two. 


On the inspection of your territorial revenue, we cannot but lament the 
Tfatal regulations established in 1772, which from two years* operation to the 
80th Avtil 1774 have accumulated Sicca K67, 66,081, a balance m arrears 
amounting to sixty-seven lacks, sixty-six thousand, and eighty-one sicca rupees. 
Aocording to the annexed statement, what part of this great sum may be 
recovered this year cannot be ascertained; we are apprebeiwive it will not 
exceed 14 or 16 lacks. The bad effect^ of this system will not be felt in its full 
extent till the expiration of the fiye years for which the lands were let. Admit- 
ting the Gaver 4 or General’s assertion that the receipts of 1180 exceed those of 
1179 by the inconsiderable sum of three lacks of rupees, it does not follow that 
the provinces of Bengal and Bahar are in a flourishing state, or that they have 
pai/the isseBsment iade by the Committee ; the ino^ of rerenue must be 
Swbufed to the increase Of territory since the year 1772 by the conquest of 
Ooooh Bahar, Jungleterry and other districts. We mention th^ circums^cra 
at r r to shew that we have not been inpttentive to the important object. 
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»nd hope soon to giro the Court of Directors such a statement of their Dewannee 
and ceded lands as may make them clearly comprehend that intricate business, 
and enable them to send us precise orders on this essential branch of their 
affairs.' 

J. CLAVERING. 

G. MONSON. 

P. ERANCIS. 


Miaute from Mr. Francis. 

The delivery of the minute which Mr. Erancis has prepared on the 
subject of the Bank has waited only for the answers to his queries to the 
Bankers and Provincial Councils, entered on the proceedings of the Revenue* 
Board of the 14jth of last month, without which it could not be completed. They 
are but just come in, and he is prevented from considering them by a multi- 
plicity of other business still more important ; from what he has already had 
an opportunity of observing, he thinks it will appear to the conviction of every 
man who understands the true principles of such an institution that this Bank 
neither has nor could possibly produce those great public benefits which would 
be su III cion t to justify an innovation of such magnitude in the mode of remitting 
the revenue of Bengal to the Presidency. 

P. ERANCIS. 


Secret Dept., Fort William, the 6th February 1775. 

Monday. At a Council, present : 

The IIon^blb Warren Hastings, Governor General^ Fresident. 

Lieutenant-General John Clavbrino. 


The Hon’blb George Monson. 


Richard Barwell, Esq. 


Philip Francis, Esq. 

Read and approved tbo consultation of the 3rd instant. 


The following letter from Colonel Gailliez having been received last night was imme- 
diately sent in circulation to the Members of the Board ; and the Council being met this 
morning to consider it^ the letter is now read. 


HoN’BiiE Sir and Sirs, — It is with the utmost concern I inform you of 
, in n- * 1 . T 7 - • o n i .1 .1 death of the Vizier, who departed this 

life about an hour ago. Mr. Campbell 
and Captain Stuart attended and dressed him till he died, but for two days past 
he took*no medicine inwardly from them. The mother and the rest of his 
family about him in their too great anxiety would not admit of anything but 
from themselves to be administered to him. 


His eldest son and presumptive successor, the Nabob Mirza Amanny, has 
applied to mo for your support in his just rights, and ray assistance with the 
troops if necessary, which I have assured him of, until I am honored with 
your commands, and instructions for my guidance on this occasion. I shall 
therefore remain here and give him every assistance and protection to the 
family, in my power. 

At present all are in the utmost tranquillity in the town ; and 1 flatter 
myself that my presence here will be the m^eans of preventing much disturb- 
ance from arising. 

I have the honor to be. 


Fatzabad, 

The 26th January 1775. 
At 7 in the morning. 

208 


with the highest respect, &d., 
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sublet the followiug Minute which he has drawn up on thd 

JhK.dL‘5!),? j ® “i“'^ Genial Clavering^s Minutes respecting the redaction o! 

the bonded debt, recorded in Consultation 26th Januavyl— 

The importance of the different propositions laid before tlie Board, by the 

Mr. Prancia’s Minute. Governor and General Clavering for reducin g tlie 

*1 TV i. T i. 1 • 1- ^'tll n&ope^oxcuse 

tiie liberty I take in submitting to the Board ray opinion upon the SgngJSjJ 

which I think should determine their judgment in considering 
and adopting any measure of this nature ; this or any other general principles, 
being once established, will servo as a guide to us in comparing the respective 
advantages of the above propositions, if they should be found to differ materially 
or perhaps enable us to unite the operation of the two schemes, if they should 
appear to tend in effect to one and the same object. 

By the thirty-third article of our instructions, the reduction of tho bond 
debt is stated to us us an object of the utmost consequence “ to the Company’s 
• prosperity,** and wo, are directed to pay every attention to it, consistent with 
the safety and protection of tlieir possessions, and with the requisitions that 
shall he made to us for their investments.” 


By this reservation, I understand it to he the intention of the Court of 
Directors that we should first provide for the current services of this Govern- 
ment, and for the investment ; and that we should keep some reserve of money 
in our Treasury, to enable us to meet any unforeseen difficulties which miglit 
affect the safety of their possessions. The wisdom and propriety of this 
instruction speaks for itself. When tho several objects above mentioned are pro- 
vided for, wo are instructed to apply our attention to the reduction of tho 
debt. 

In order to give due and regular obedience to this article of our instruc- 
tions, we ought in the first place to ho furnished with an exact comparative 
estimate of the current services ; debts in course of payment, and. probable 
"Semands f or the present' year oh one side, and of our actual means and probable 
reiources on the other ; to apply any money to the discharge of principal debt, 
tSefore this estimate is made and before we know upon solid grounds, what our 
available surplus is likely to prove, would I conceive he as inconsistent with 
prudence, as it would he manifestly contradictory to our instructions. Till 
the amount of such available surplus is known and established, we can form 
no judgment of the degree in wliich it may he possible for us to diminish 
the principal debt. I^t-it_.he-_supposed; however, for the present, that it may 
amount to ten lacks or any other given sum. The question will then he in ’ 
what way it o»ight to be applied, so as to give the greatest possible relief to the 
general burthen* of the debt ; that is whether w^e should make use of t,his sum 
to assist us in reducing the interest upon the whole debt, or apply it at once 
to pay off an equal quantity of the principal. 

Considering it merely as a question of finance, and without entering at 
present into many other important considerations, which a wise Government 
should constantly have in view in every operation of this nature, I submit my 
opinion to the Board that, while your bonds at eight per cent, are co n s ider ably 
above nar. you ought in point of accuracy to endeavour to reduce them jill 
to the mwCT "fate of five per cent, at which some part of the debt now sttinds^. 
and thaTf5~begin paying off part of the capital before you have reduced the 
rate of interest would besides producing great mischief in many other respects be 
an unthrifty way of proceeding with reference to the prollost purpose of lighten- 
ing the burthen of the debt. 

By paying off a million at par, the whole annual saving to the Company is 
eighty thousand rupees ; you are also ten lacks less in debt. But on one side this 
is no ‘saving of expense to the Company, and on the other it obliges you to stop 
short in the reduction of debt, and so wait till you have another accumulation of 
surplus In your treasury, before you can carry your operations any farther. Try 
the other way with the same means, offer an option to the holders of the oldest 
bonds at eight per cent, to the amount of ten lacks to be paid off at par, or 
to subscrite in tbeii* bonds, and to receive now ones at an interest of five per 
cent, and let the whole effect of the two schemes be compared. 

159 F. D. 
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Your actual debt at eight per cent, amounts to about seventy lacks admit- 
ting that there is at this time a considerable plenty of ready money (whether 
accidental and temporary, or otherwise, is not now the question) either in the 
TreasuVy or in the hands of individuals who have immediate means of employ-' 
ing it to greater advantage than by lending it to Government at a reduced 
interest, which I believe is unquestionable the fact, I presume it may be 
reasonably expected that the first subscription will be filled immediately.. 
Mr. Harwell has given us his opinion tliat a subscription on these terms can- 
not fail of succeeding, and has himself offered to lend Government five lacks 
at five per cent. If, however, the subscription were not to fill, the worst that 
can happen is to pay off the ten lacks at par, or such proportion of that sum as 
may not be subscribed. 

Supposing the first subscription to fill, you may proceed at proper and 
convenient intervals to open another subscription to the same amount, and so 
on successively, t ill you have redu eed inmrest. o n the whole seventy lacks to 
five per c ent. Supposing these successive operations to fake place at intervals 
of a month, I apprehend that the whole effect of or gain arising from the oper- 
ation, in the course of the first year, may and ought to be estimated in the fol- 
lowing manner. 

Ten lacks standing reduced on this day month from eight to five per cent, 
gives a saving of three per cent, on that sum— 


For eleven months equal to 

• • 

• 

• • 

• 

a 

87,500 

The same repeated next month gives 
months . . . . • 

three 

per cent, for ten 

• • • 

25,000 

So on for nine months 

• • 


• n 

• 

22,500 

for eight months 

• • 


• A 

• 

20,000 

for seven months 

• • 


• 

• 

17,500 

for six months 

• • 


• 

m 

15,000 

for five months 

• • 


♦ • 

• 

12,500 




Total 

% 

1,40,000 


At the end of twelve months you will by this means have made an actual 
saving of one lack and forty thousand rupees, which may be called the gain of 
the first year, and you will have redeemed a perpetual annuity of two lacks dnd 
ten thousand rupees, being three per cent, upon the whole debt, the present 
value of which may be fairly computed at 12^ years* purchase, considering 
the interest of money to bo at eight per cent., and amounts to no less a sum 
than twenty-six lacks and twenty -five thousand rupees (26,25,000). "When all 
this is done you have your ten lacks still in hand together with the savings on 
the head of interest, amounting ii^all to eleven lacks and forty thousand rupees, 
which you may either apply to a further reduction of interest, if that should 
be thought advisable, or to a diminution of the capital debt, if the latter 
should be preferred. "'Vhen that question comes before the Board, there is one 
general consideration, which I think ought to have weight in the decision of it. 
If the debt, be then at or above par, it seems to follow that we should proceed 
upon the plan of reducing interest. If it be at discount, we ought to take 
m^ns for bringing it up to par. To do this you must begin to reduce the 
principal debt, and to reduce the principal debt with the great possible advantage 
to the Company, you should apply your savings or other unappropriated money 
to the purchase of the bonds at the market price on the Company’s account, 
supposing the gain which may be made by that, mode of proceeding to be worth 
the Company’s attention, which it certainly would be if the debt were at any 
considerable discount. ' , 

Hitherto I have taken it for granted that we may reckon upon q surplus 
sum equal to ten lacks entirely at our disposal, after all indispensible services 
are provided for. Let it now be supposed that we have no such means in our 
possession ; still, though we have no money, we may have credit, which for the 
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be applud to the discharge of capital debt otherwise than by creating a 
positive saying on the head of interest, which may constitute a sinking fund and 
be gradually applied to reduce the principal. The immediate use to be made of 
cisdit can only relate to the reduction of interest. If these general principles 
should be found true, as I am persuaded they will be, I must of necessity be led 
from my own premises to a conclusion in favor of General Clavering’s proposal 
of beginning our operations with a reduction of interest. Supijosing our actual 
resources to be greater than I have taken theni co he, that increase of power 
will enable us to reduce the rate ot interest so umcb the sooner and so much 
the lower ; but it does not subvert the general principle on which the proposal 
is founded. 


I have thus far considered nothing hut the Company’s advantage in their 
(j^uality of debtor. In strict right the public creditor will not liave reason to 
complain of suffering any hardship or injustice, when we leave it to his choice 
to accept of a lower rate of interest or to bo paiil off at par, if our means would 
admit of it. We ought undoubtedly to annihilate the debt at once without 
furnishing the creditor with any just pretence of taxing us with positive 
injustice, whether it would not be felt immediately by him as an act of rigour 
and ultimately by ourselves as an act. of imprudence, may deserve to he 
considered. Let me now he permitted to place the (lucstion in another point of 
view. In deciding upon public measures of such groat extent and consequence 
the Government of this State should take other objects into their contempla- 
tion ; besides the merely not violating the contract with their creditors, I sub- 
mit to the Hoard and am ready to support my opinion, that takifig every cir- 
cumstance into consideration, the paying off the wliole debt at once, su])posing 
it possible, or by great instalments at short intervals, which, if w'e may depend 
on the hopes held out to us of our probable resources, might possibly be done, 
would be distress to the creditor, ruin to the country, and of course I presume 
no benefit to the Company considered as the State or governing power. And 
yet I am for reducing tho burthen of the debt ns long as it is a burthen both 
interest and principal, but let us take caro that it be done gradually, lest we 
drive every man to live upon his capital, which is bad, or to carry it out of the 
country, wliich is worse ; in the present state of Bengal he has no other alter- 
native. There are no open channels of trade now existing in which such great 
sun?fi, as you would by such measures suddenly throw into the hands of indivi- 
duals, can be employed ; and as for land, supposing all other objections to our 
colonizing herc*to be removed, let it be remembered that the value of land 
depends upon trade ; no wise man will cultivate the soil for more than a subsist- 
ence, unless he has a market to carry off the produce and to encourage him 
to make the utmost of his estate. In short, till the impediments that destroy 
all free commerce in this country arc removed, I am of opinion that money 
■will be of little value and land of still less, compared to what they might be, 
if the means and end of improving both were left free and open to the respect- 
ive owners. A strong presumptive proof, that no such channels of improve- 
ment are at present open, will rest upon an event of the certainty of which I 
presume no man has a doubt, that the public creditor rather than accept 
his principal will submit to almost any reduction of interest. Tho conclusion 
to be drawn from such a fact as this, will be confirmed to us by the knowledge 
we have, that at this period private loans at nine and ten per cent, interest on 
the best personal security in this country are now negotiating in Calcutta. 

If all this be incontrovertably true, I presume it will not require much 
argument to prove that any measure which transfers, from the public treasury 
of the State into .the pockets of individuals a capital sum, which the latter must 
either live upon or carry away, cannot tend either to the imnxediate or future 
benefit Gov/Brnment. A prudent man who is obliged to live upon his 
capital, will of course lock it up, and expend as little of it as he can. This 
way you put a check upon expence and ruin the little circulation you have 
left;*others who are not bound by any local ties to Bengal will of course carry 
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their capital into some other country where they may either live upon the interest 
it produces or find other channels open t© improve it. There is one general 
caution, more, which I submit with the greatest deference to the Boarn I^et 
us take care how we neglect the present favourable opportunity of reducing the 
interest of the debt. There is now an accidental plenty of money in Calcutta. 
If I judge right of the general state of this country, it cannot stay here long, 
and it is admitted that the streams of foreign wealth, which used to flow into 
Bengal, are either dried up or diverted into other channels. 

From these facts the consequence to be apprehended is that in a little time 
the money will be gone, and then you will not have it in your power to reduce 
either principal or interest. 

If after all, it should appear to be the real object and purpose of Govern- 
ment by this and other measures of a similar nature to drain the country of 
everything valuable whether specie or manufactures,! and to loosen those ties, 
by which the attachment of a number of wealthy individuals is secured to th^ 
Company, in order to evacuate the country and hsave it in misery and confusion, 
I shall never concur in the wisdom or policy or justice of such measures, but I 
foresee that I shall bo forced to admit that the means are proportioned to 
the end. Whenever the necessity or utility of aiming directly at such an 
object shall be avowedly a question before the Council, I hope I shall not 
want firmness to stahd forth on behalf of the East India Company, whose 
servant the law of Groat Britain had made me, and to declare my opinion that, 
as it is clearly not their interest to ruin this territory, if they wish to keep it 
for themselves, so neither is it their true interest to reduce the value of it to 
nothing, if they mean or expect to relinquish it on any advantageous terms to 
Government. 

• 

I come nbw to the consideration of the two schemes before the Board, and 
though General Clavering’s was the first delivered, I persuade myself that he 
will allow me to give the first attention to that of the Governor General. The 
Governor General informs the Board that on Monday the 23rd January the 
balance in the Treasury was B36, 00,105 current rupees, and that twenty lacks 
are actiially received from the Vizier, though not yet brouglit to account. Sup- 
posing these sums to constitute our immediate and actual resources, I heg leave 
to make the following observations upon them. The first is general ; that sup- 
posing this fund to exist in specie in the Company’s Treasury, I cannot admit 
that any part of it is properly applicable to the discharge of debt, until I see 
an estimate of ways and means compared with current services, and probable 
demands, and until it appears upon such satisfactory evidence, as the base 
permits, that after providing for those sei’vices and demands ;ivc shall have a 
surplus to be disposed of at the discretion of the Board, ^^rocteding regularly 
and ofTicially, I cannot allow that any authority, however respectable, is suffi- 
chmt to supply the jdace of tliis evidence. 

2n(1 . — On examining the particulars of the balance in the Treasuries, I 
find that credit is taken for 11, 28, 958 sicca rupees, four lacks of which con- 
sist in grants and ten lacks in hills receivable. "Without questioning the credit 
of these securities, I am of opinion that they ought not to be reckoned among 
our certain resources until they are realized in specie, and the money actually 
])aid into the Company*s Treasury. 

3rd . — The state of the Treasury must from its nature be fluctuating. The 
Board therefore, in my opinion, cannot safely reckon upon any available 
surplus, hut in consequence of such an estimate as it already mentioned. 

The Governor General observes that the amount of the bonds now in 
course of payment but not yet paid, being near nine lacks, “ will probably remain 
for many months as a deposit in the Treasury, in consequence of the proprietors 
not knowing how to employ it, but if they should demand it, the money is ready 
to be paid.” 

I do not dispute the probability of this conjecture, but *I beg leave to 
observe that considering this sum as a it can be of no service to Gov- 

ernment, unless we resolve to employ money which is not our property, and 
which the right owner's may demand at pleasure. 
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4tli . — I am informed by the accomptant o/ the Khalsa that the sum of 
8,99,702 current rupees, which is appropriated to payoff bonds now in course ®f 
payment, makes part of the balancb in the Treasury-. This sum being only a 
deposit cannot properly he reckoned among the Company’s resources and 
ought to he deducted from the balance in* the Treasury. 

Bth . — I understand there are other deposits and other sums reserved or 
appropriated now laying in the Treasury ; whatever the amount of these several 
sums may ho, it cannot be considered as part of the Company’s disposable money, 
and if it makes part of the balance in the Treasuries, should be deducted from 
that balance. 


As to the prejudice, which a loan of five per cent, professedly made to pay 
off an equal quantity of debt at 8 per- cent, may do to the Company’s credit, 
I can only say that I do not feel any apprehension of that nature, and that if I 
was filaced in the Company’s situation this is the very method which I 
should think it prudent to adopt in order to support credit and to avail my- 
self of every advantage to he derived from that credit, combined with my actual 
resources. 

The remainder of the Governor’s minute is answered in effect by the 
general arguments which have preceded these particular observations. 

If there should appear any weight in the foregoing ai'guraents, or any 
truth in the conclusions deduced from them, the propriety and advantage of our 
acting upon the plan recommended by General Clavoring will of course be 
established without any direct or particular reasoning in favor of it. After 
allowing that every other system of Finance with respect to the reduction of 
the debt would be disadvantageous and imprudent, and that the general 
principle of beginning our operations with the reduction of interest with a view 
to a gradual reduction of principal by the establishment of a sinking fund is in 
every sense the most beneficial to the Company, I cannot liesitate about giving 
my consent to a plan which I see with pleasure is conformable to all my own 
principles. 

I approve of the mode likewise as I find it stated in the General’s minute 
of the 25th January. If it should be found defective in any particular, it may 
easily be corrected or improved. 

The notice given to the holders of bonds now in course of payment but 
not yet presented, viz., that new bonds bearing interest at five per cent, would 
be given them to the amount of their old ones (the interest to commence from 
the date of the new ones) if they chose to subscribe to the former on those 
terans, seem to me very proper and necessary. As we know that private loans 
are actually negotiating at a high interest, it was to be apprehended that the 
liolders of the above bonds or their representatives might be induced to lend 
their money on that private security rather than let it lie dead in the Tre^ury. 
In that case the money might bo drawn out and applied to private uses before 
the owners were apprized of the intention of Government to receive it for the 


public. . , 

My opinion upon tbe whole is clearly in favor of General Clavenn g s 
scheme. I have endeavoured to support it by arguments, which m my 3 udg- 
mont approach as near to demonstration as the nature of the subject will admit. 

If I should appear to be mistaken, I am persuaded that my superiors will, 
at all events, judge favorable of the rectitude of my intentions. 

Fout WiiiLiAM, ') 

The 6th February 1775. ) 


Ordered that this Minute lie for consideration. 

Mr Francis moves that all such persons, British subjects, as are now 
resident* out of the limits of these provinces without permission from the 
nrese^^Govemment, and not employed on public service be re-called ; and that 
Colonel Gailliez be directed to signify these orders to any such persons residing 
£ the dominions of the Nabob of Owde and its dependencies, and to see that 

they are carried into execution. 

159 F. D. 
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Estimate of the probable Resources and BisbursemenU 

HfvetinrR cnlcalated of the amount received into the KliaUa Treanury at Fort^ William froju lat May 1773 to the 30tli April 1774, — 

Dewaimy Stibu, Bengal — •* ' 


From Moors nedabad Diviaiou 



• • 


Sicca R3 >,26,595 11 10 

Dinagepore do. 





29,95,434 1 13 

Dacca .do. . . 





28,62,456 14 2 

Burdwan do. . . . 





7,44,901 4 11 

Calcutta do. 





23,46,084 6 11 

Tippera Province . • 





1,31,908 0 0 

HissionseLd . . , 





68,202 16 17 

Customs exclusive of Salt Duties 





3,97,200 10 10 

Salt Duties .... 





6,95,671 12 5 

Ceded Land, Calcutta Division 





10,58,404 10 2 

Burdwan do. . • 





38.83,904 8 3 

Chittagong do. 





3,91,673 12 16 

ilussour Taaseol 





• 1,84,057 7 10 


Subali Behar rnleulated on the nmolint r<*ceivcd for the Behar year 

1181 or fniiu Ist Sepiember 1773 to S^ptembfr 1771 received in , Siecti H15,25,lOO 9 0 

Keceivcd in Piitna . . . Suimaut H25.84,921 1 0 

Deduct batta 5-4 per cent. . 1,35,708 6 0 

-24,40,212 11 0 


(Jeneral batta amount received for the Bengal \ear 1180 
Salt net profit OQ the sale of salt for one year 


1,34 48,364 II 19 


55,18,040 6 10 


39,74,313 4 0 
63,471 2 0 
10,59,310 14 10 


Deduct disbursements account of 

Dewaiiny Suba, Bengal — 

Stipends and ullovi^ancei^ 

Nabob Mobamk-uI-Dowhih 
Ateram-ul- Dowlah 
Buwttl dien Hussein Cawn 
Jagtfut Seat * . 

Bajah Qoordass « 

Muimy Hcgam . 

Nudjeef Ciiwn , 

Bajah Derage Narain . 


2,40,63,490 6 19 


16,00,000 0 0 
90,625 0 0 
66,250 0 0 

1.05.000 0 0 

1,00,000 0 0 

1.40.000 0 0 

2 , 00,000 0 0 

7.200 0 0 






22,99.076 

0 

0 

Charges, collections .... 

. 


• 

2,-.i6,942 

11 

4 

Charges, general «... 

. 



1,39,339 

12 

3 

Boats ..... 

. 


, 

39,842 

1 

7 

Charges, Dewanny .... 

. 



13,212 

5 

0 

Charitable donations 

. 


. 

11,220 

0 

5 

Fostabundie . • . . . 

. 



47,000 

0 

0 





27.76,631 

13 

19 

Ced*d Lands Charges colloctions 

. 1,20,141 

11 

10 




Poolbundee ..... 

. 2,39,082 

12 

2 






— 

— 

3,59,224 

7 

12 

Subiih Behar monthly alloaancps 

95.368 

0 

9 




Pensions at 114,000 per month 

48,000 

0 





Charges, goiieral .... 

46,431 

2 

6 




Travelling charges 

18,311 

7 

3 




Charges, collections 

78,086 

14 

9 




Charges, Dawks .... 

23,117 

3 

9 




Sonnaut R 

. 3.('9.31!4 

13 

0 




Deduct batta 5-4 per cent. 

. 16,239 

8 

10 







— 

* 2,93,086 

4 

2 







84,28,941 9 18 


Deduct the amount to be paid ibis year out of the Hevenues of the 
Balt District for tht? discharge of balances Mds. 662,614-9-8 at 60 
Sicca rupees per 100 Mds 


Sicca ii , 2,02,26,980 4 4 

Batta 16 per cent. . 82,86,816 18 6 


2,06,24,548 18 0 
€ 

S;B7.668 8 18 
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Fort William Presidency in ike year 17 4 5. 

Charges of Fort Willinm Preeitlency calculatod from the General Account of Charges from the let August 1773 to the 31st July 1 7-i — 


G&rges, gent^ral . • 



. 

. Sicca H8,80,770 0 

0 


Charges, works • . , 



. 

1,05,981 3 

0 


Store- keeper of the works . 




. 1,05,482 9 

0 


Custom House • • . . 




29.257 4 

0 


Mint charges .... 




29.160 13 

0 


Zemindar and clerk of the market 




33.243 0 

0 


Import ware-honse-kceper . 



• 

43,974 13 

0 


Kxport. ware -house-keeper . 


• • 


24,854 15 

0 


Naval store-keeper . 


• • 


13,258 4 

0 


Charges, Gotirt of Requests 




1.256 7 

0 


Charges, Durbar 


• ■ 


1 ,22,082 11 

0 


Mayor’s Collt charges 


s • 

a 

16,773 4 

0 

14,06,094 8 0 







Charges of the Factories — 







Patna Factory 

. 


• 

. 1.54, 4U 0 

0 


Dacca do. 

. 


• 

18,779 8 

0 


(Tosshtibaxar Factory 

. 

. 

. 

3,32,604 11 

0 


Chittagong do. . . 

- 

• 

• 

32,336 7 

0 

5,38,164 6 IL 







Charges, Marine — 







At Chittagong 

. 

. 

- 

17.776 15 

0 


At Fort William 

• 

s • 

• 

4,38,331 11 

0 

4,56,108 10 11 


Charges, MiliUry, iucluding those of JVfilitary Pay master General, 
and Military Store-keeper and exclusive of the advantage arising 
from the nnmthly allowance from Suja-ul-Dowlah received for 
extraordinary contingent charges ...... 

£100.0(X) ordered by the Court of Directors to be laid out on the 
fortifications, &c. ........ 


Deduct the following charges included in the above— 

Charges, Works 

Store-keeper of the Works .... 
Oantonmrnts at Barhanipore • 

Charges building at Cossiinbszar . 


1,05,981 3 2 
1,05,482 9 9 
1,15,632 4 0 
45,285 11 2 


10,00,00(1 0 0 


3,72,381 12 0 


82,00,000 0 0 


6,27,618 3 11 


(commission on the Revenues, about ...... 

Commission account to the 31t4 August 1774 not yet paid, about . 

Lord Clive’s jagheer 
Interest on bond debt 

Allowances to the Governor General and Council 

„ to the Chief Justice and Judges . . . . 

to the President and Members of the Board of Trade . 


Bombay Presidency remittances in specie, Ac. * . • • 

Port at. George Preoidoncy remitt»nc«B in 1778-74 in goods und 

stores . . . 

Canton Residency remittances in 1773-74 in bills 
BaUmB»ngam do. do. in goods. Ac. . - 

Port Merlbro Presidency remittances in 1773-74 in goods, specie, 

Ac. ‘ ■ 

8t. Uele^ramittMicea in 1773-74 in stores 

Investment 

« 

^tlmate of Annual Disbursements 

^Ktraordinary Disbursements which may be expected will take place in 
course of this year, ef*. — 

Bonds advertised to be paid off and on which no interest is to be 
allowed iifter the 81st December 1774, about . . • ♦ 

hitereit due thereon computed at . « « • * * 

Beatitution fond, 1 anna duo and is the last dividend , 

^hiQcl Munroe^ last dividend due to him . s s • « 
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1,12,26,985 13 9 


6,00,000 0 0 

2,30,000 0 0 


6,60,000 0 0 

2.60,000 0 0 

1,70,000 0 0 


7.30.000 0 0 

2,58,631 0 0 

6.50.000 0 0 


10,80,000 0 0 

1,39,45,616 13 9 

18.00,000 0 0 


4.03,000 0 0 
3,O0,000 0 0 
7,3 ’,000 0 0 


2,28,000 0 0 

10.000 0 0 

34,75,000 0 0 

80,00.000 0 


2,64,2(^616 13 9 


21 , 00,000 0 0 
1,00,000 0 0 


•3, 48,000 0 0 
58,000 0 0 


22,00,000 0 0 

A06,000 0 0 
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Goods Rod Stores from Europe as per jear 1773-74— suppose 

Drafts on Europe — suppose .... * 

Certidcatys to CnptaiiiA and oflircrB of Europe ships— suppose 8 
ships at £5,0(J0 each . . . * • • 

Calcutta Customs a» per year 1773-74 about . 

Duties on coiiia^^c in the Mint about .... 
Interest on Balances duo from the auraug Assinics about 
Dustoor on goods aurungs 

Opium— 1»800 chests sold for ..... 

1,200 chests supposo will sell for at E550 per chest 

Cost of 2,500 chests to be deducted . • • 


Estimate of Annual Resources 


Httmate of the probable Retoureee 

£1,80.000) 

> .boot 
£40,000) 

3,82,214 6 

IS.BOO 0 

1,76,000 0 

64,000 0 

7,31,890 0 0 
6,60,000 0 0 

I - 13,91,890 0 

4,79,168 0 


Extraordinary resources to be expected in the course of this year but 
wbicli CHUUOt be considered as annuRl supplies, viz * — 

Nabob Siija-ul-Dowlah received — chests into the Treasury said to 

coutuiu 

Received — chests at Moorshedabad said. to contain . 
On the way from Batna in the care of Mr. Nathan iel Middleton . 
On the way from Benares in tHe care of Mr. Thomas Motto 

Further receipts expected from Suja-ul-Dowlah in the course of 
this year 


Cash Balance the 25th December 1774 
Treasury do. do. 


Khalsa Treasui^ — Dacca Division, 13th November 
17!4 . . . • 

2,92,986 

8 

1 

Bunlwan do, 16th Decem- 
ber , . , 

6,44,508 10 11 

Patna do. 18th Novem- 

ber ..... 

3,87,077 14 

0 

Moorshedabad. 30th October . 

2,24,029 

13 

4 

Calcutta Committee, 25th Dec- 
ember .... 

68,191 

8 13 

Dinagepoor Division, 13th Dec- 
ember .... 

11,63,262 

8 

6 

Resident at the Durbar, 30th 
November . . . • 

2,672 

12 

4 

Boglepoor Division, 14th Nov- 
ember . . • • 

12,866 

15 

4 

Khalsa Treasury, 25th December 

1774, ready money . . 18,40,734 0 9 




Bills receivable . 6,76,957 0 0 

20.17,691 

A 





Sicca R 

47.93,287 10 

12 

Batta 16 ]>er cent. . 

7,66,926 

0 

8 


and Ditburteme 

7,60,000 0 


20,0^,000 0 


6,29,714 0 


9.12,723 ( 


2,77,65,73# ( 


6,00,000 0 0 
6,00,000 0 0 

15.00. 000 0 0 

6,00,000 0 0 

40.00. 000 0 0 

9.238 8 0 
19,63,370 8 *0 


66,60,213 11 0 


70,00,000 0 0 


76,32,842 11 0 


Current R 


1,46,82,842 1 
4,22,98,676 


Fort William, 
The let January 1775. 
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fFoH William Pretideney in the year 1775— conoid. 

Salt fund remaininj? for the diicharifo of old salt bnlancei for the 
Bengal year 1 179 or to the 80th April 1778 (at mentioned* in th^ 
general letter to the Court of Directors from the Eevonuo 
Department, the 25th March 1778 

Batta 16 per cent 

Ditto for the Bengal year 1180 or to the SOtb April 1774 , 

Opium Fund amount to be paid to the members of the administra* 
tion if it meets the approbation of the Court of Directors 12 
members for 11 mouths at Sicca R3,000 each per maund in Sicca 
H8,96,000 

Accounts Deposits due this day on that account . • • . 

Accomptant- General of tie Mayor's Court due this day on that 
account 

Commission on the Revenues unappropriated balance the 30th April 

1774 


Sicca H8.26»683 2 13 
1,32,109 4 6 

— 9,67>792 7 0 

9,57.792 7 0 


8,59,360 0 0 
1,38,642 1 9 

1,49,692 3 6 

3,89,194 12 10 


69,68,474 0 1 


3,13.79.090 13 10 

B*l»iice unapproprlHtod ........ 1,09,19,485 6 11 


Current R . 4.22,98,576 3 9 

Errors excepted, 

L. Darelly, 

AccomptanL 

Charles Croptes, 

Accomptant^General to (he Revemte DepartmenL 


169 F. D. 
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Fort William, the 14th February 1776. 

At a OoUNCIIi, PRESENT. 

The Hon'seb Warren Hastings, Governor^ General, President. ^ 

lilEUTENANT-GENBRAX * JOHN CliAVEBING. 

The HoN’BiiB George Monson. 

Hichabd Barweee, Esq. 

Philip Francis, Esq. 

Kead and approved the Consultation held yesterday. 

To the Hon^blb Warren Hastings, Governor General, &o.. Council of Port William. 

Gentlemen, — On the evening of the 27th past I was furnished with a 
Colonel Champion in refutation of translation of R letter reccivcd by the Goremor 
the Vizier’s charges against him. General from the Vizier as far back as tlfb 28th 

November. • 

I acknowledged the receipt of it next day, and expressed my concern that 
it had not been convenient to favor me with an earlier perusal. It contains 
charges highly injurious to my honor, audit would therefore have been satisfac- 
tory that an opportunity had been given me of ushering these aspersions into 
your presence with their refutation. 

I know the Vizier’s character intimately, too well I know his littleness of 
teoul to be surprized at his stooping to any meanness ; but I cannot help express- 
ing my astonishment at the appearances of a certain management with which 
this letter is strongly marked. 

It must have been written about the middle of November. The Yiziep. 
and I_parted on the most friendly terms on the 14th October. Not only had 
Ee often personally thanked me for the services I had rendered him, but he 
did so by letter after he had left camp. When I told him of my intentions 
to return to Europe he said he should lament my absence as that of his best of 
friends, and I have already informed you in another address that I was urged 
to accept of a more convincing proof of his approbation and satisfaction after 
the conclusion of the settlement with the Eohilla Chief. 

How then shall I account for the appearance of the present extraordinary 
letter. 

Observe if you. please, gentlemen, the first part of it till you arrive at 
j Bissonly, then cast your eyes on a letter, which His 

Excellency wrote to Mr. Hastings from PulybGet. 
According to the translations one is an exact transcript of the other. Now 
the Vizier had duly received an answer from Mr. Hastings to the letter sent 
from Pulyheet. The war was over early in October. There remained no 
more towns to plunder — no new discovered hoards of treasure to dig up — no 
unhappy man to rob of his wealth — no miserable woman of her raiment. Why 
then docs His Excellency sit down in November to copy a letter to which he 
had received a satisfactory answer six or seven months before. There is some- 
thing mysterious in this business ; perhaps in the sequel we may see more 
clearly. 

It is unnecessary to recapitulate what passed at Pulybeet. I communicated 
28 th April. l-he circumstance to Mr. Hastings the very day it 

Two letters to the Ooremor, 14th happened, and I afterwards gave him my senti- 

ments on his own letter as well as on the Vizier's 
complaint. 

It would now therefore perhaps suffice to refer to what has already passed 
on that subject; but it may not be out of place to remark that the compliment 
which the Vizier pays me of having suffered myself to he lorded over by the 
gentlemen he mentions, will I am confident upbn enquiry meet with the polite 
retort from each of them as it does from me. 

After all what did the complaint amount to ? Only to this : Isl, that a 
demand was made on the part of the English troops, to take an accoudt of the 
riches which might be found in Pulybeet, and tbat.this demand was not agree? 
able to His Excellency ; 2ndly, that he was displeased with the deportment of 
Colonel Xieslie and the other gentlemen. 
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WitU regard to the Ist, -we may in. politeness "begin that the demand was 
disagre^ble to His Excellency ; we are not surprized at it because he is less A 

it therefore foUow that „ny ajXy 

^1 TS®*" t’® thought that other Commaudiil 

Officers would have caused the search to hbve been more particular. 

With respect to the behaviour of the gentlemen, I have already acquitted 
Two letters to the Governor, 14th them of impropriety, SO far as fell under my obser- 
also No. I-B. vation, and dare say if they are called upon, they 

Tj_ II r» d- 1 T answer for themselves in confutation of Hi's 

ST^^time of^layT'^^ ^ already said, why is this complaint reiterated 


I <»nnot help admiring the confidence with which His Excellency has 
advanced that there was not so much as four or five thousand rupees in 
Pulybeet; the report of four crore being concealed there, I always thought 
extrava*gant, but His Excellency has gone so far in the other extreme, that ft is 
impossible he can even expect t6 be credited. According to the accounts of 
trusty and intelligent spies the fact proved to be that the Company would 
have been considerable gainers by the offer, which, he says, he made of givin" 
up all the riches in the Fort for the 40 lacks. ° 


As we are now on the subject of plunder, permit me to offer my attach- 
ment to the army in apology for begging of you to attend ^o it a little further. 

According to the letter and to the meaning of my instructions I had 
authority to proceed to the reduction of the llohilla country if the Vizier 
required it with the Company's troops only. 

Supposing then, gentlemen, that the Nabob had found himself sufficiently 
engaged in the Doab and that I had effected the Rohilla conquest, can it be 
alleged that the Company’s troops would have taken charge of the riches found 
in tho Forts and Cities merely on account of tho Vizier ; and that they must 
have afterwards delivered them over to His Excellency ? Impossible I and it 
follows of course that his being present would only entitle him to a proportion. 
I submit therefore whether tho giving up the rights of tho army was not in 
effect sacrificing the interest of our nation, inasmuch as the riches of the 
individuals contribute to tho support of the State. 

But passing over this remai’kable complaisance to the Vizier as inexplicable, 
we shall march from Pulybeet and accompany His Excellency towards Bissonly, 
dragging in triumph the disconsolate Begum and children of the brave but 
unfortunate Hafez, the widow of his eldest son Enniut Chan, tho wife of his 
eldeift surviving son, Mahuhbet Chan, and some hundreds of miserable captive 
women or carts^ 

licaving Berrilly and Oulah behind us, and trusty slaves of His Excellency 
to see the inhabitants indiscriminately plundered for the behoof of their 
j ^ master, we arrived at Bissonly, when the whole army 

" ' were witnesses of scenes that cannot be described. 


But not to dwell on the enormities or excesses of His Excellency, I shall 
proceed to answer the charges brought against me. 

In doing this, gentlemen, I must trouble you with a narrative of all the 
transactions relative to Fuzulla Chan ; and in proceeding I shall deduce from 
the facts such arguments as naturally arise to support the propriety of my 
conduct during the campaign. 

The Vizier says that after our arrival at Bissonly I carried on an under- 
handed correspondence with Fuzulla Chan. I received and answered several 
letters from the Rohilla Chief, but His Excellency is an economist of truth 
when he says 1 did so clandestinely. 

The .first letter received from Fuzulla Chan was 
14th May. these words — 


“ After the death of my father these gentlemen, the Rohilla Chiefs, took 
. possession- of my ancient estste and gave me a trifle 

for my subsistence. This is as evident as the sun ;j 
surely it is known to you. I therefore from necessity supported myself with' 
difficulty The person who designed the war is no more ; regarding your sacred 
friendship and sincerity I request without other intervention that the degree 
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friendship with you may be confirmed. Your goodness and celibrity is 
everywhere known, arid that you the English dispossess no one ; this trouble 
therefore is given that in case I am reinstated in my ancient possessions, what- 
ever is 'conferred upon mo I will pay ^ou as much without damage or deficiency# 
us any other person will agree to do : and in all matters I will regard you 
as my master and benefactor till death, but no other person. My agreements' 
on no account will I depart from, and, God willing, I w'ill perform them with, 
my heart and soul.” 

“ Whenever you require it I shall attend you : and perform my duty, and 
my firm alliance. 1 hope in God that by your means I shall receive justice, 
which goodness I shall hold in remembrance while I have life. I would have 
sent a faithful person to you to have explained all particulars, but the roads 
not being free prevented me ; if you will send a man to me, mine accompanying 
him shall attend you.” 

, . , „ I received at the same time a letter from* Ahmed 

14th M«y. Chan Kan Sumah. 

“ Long before this Tittle Chan Kan Suman, deceased, performed his duty 
to the English Chiefs; at his death I was left singly, and Hafez Ehomut 
Ohan took that opportunity to seize half my country tand conferred it on my 
brother Azum Chan, by which I attained not my hereditary estate. I therefore 
withdrew my connection with him, but he * carried me with him forcibly. 
When the Nabob Vizier’s letter to console me was received, I wished to join 
him and you. I declai’e my desires, but what could I do ; for Hafez would not 
let me go ; this will have reached you from others. Throughout Hindostan, 
there the English beneficence is sounded, and it is manifest to all that they 
dispossess no one of his right. It is therefore requested that on our the 
Ilohilla*s particular compassion may be shown, and whatever thought just 
bestowed by. God’s assistance from the dues of fidelity and duty, I will never 
deviate the breadth of an hair.” 

“ As Fuzulla Chan has true esteem for mo, I quitted him not, but 
accompanied him to this Fort from Your Honor and clemency ; a reply to this 
address is intreated ; it was necessary that it should be made ; may you ever 
prosper.” 

These letters commenced the correspondence ; and if His Excellency had 
not by the cruelty and inhumanity of his conduct in general, and by a piece 
of treachery towards other Chiefs, which I shall hereafter have occasion to 
mention and to prove under his own seal, I say if he had not by such means 
as these impressed the natives with a just and deep-rooted distrust of his honor, 
it is probable I should not have been troubled with their addresses, but to 
continue. 

Next morning I waited on the Vizier and showed him the above letters. At 

the same time 1 offered him the corps of Grenadiers 
** of the army to accompany a body of his troops to 

reduce the fugitives, and in the evening repeated the offer in person ; how he 
received it may be seen in my letter to the Governor and Council, 16th May, 
on which date by advice of the Vizier I sent the following answers to the 
Siohilla Chiefs : — 

To Fozulla Chan. 

** Your letter is received and gives me pleasure ; the particulars are clear ; 
my reply is this ; this cnimtiy.i£^Qt_iakm of Hw-En^jish. ; 

16 th M« but in consequence of engagements, the Englilsh 

army is come to th e aid ^nd assistance .of the Nabo b 
Vizier, who is now master of .tfus cftujpt.ry* Agreeable to your desire I com- 
municated the particulars of your letter to the Vizier and this is his reply — that 
he did not choosQ_that any Patan C hief should have settlem ent in thia county , 
r thereTbre said no more; but iTybu or Ahmed Ohmi should at any time wish 
to come to me, for ye and your family and to Ahmed Chan and his family I 
will give protection that no person shall give you the smallest molestation, but 
of your country and effects the Nabob Vizier is now master. Your desires 
are made known to him ; and if ye can settle ’your affairs agreeably to his 
pleasure it will be very advisable, and in the agreement I also shall be very 
glad,’* 
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To Ahmbd Ehak. 

** Your representation is received n,nd the particulars Known ; all that ye 
j 6th May. have Written in excuse for your conduct, I have 

, . . communicated to t he Nabob V izier, and his deter- 

m^ati on is t his ; that no person of the Hohilla tribe shalllEave residence in 
^18 pountry. I write to advise you explicitly of the Vizier^s pleasure that ye 
may act according to it ; should ye at any time wish to come to me, for your- 
self and family I will afford full protection, but your country and effects are 
now the property of the Nabob Vizier.** 

From these replies, gentlemen, it is evident how implicitly I obeyed the 
24th May. Orders I had received to consider the Vizier as 

• See paper marked P. master.*’* 

On the 24th a . letter a rrived from jPuzuUa Nh an in these words — 

** Previous to this I addressed you with a representation of my condition, 
0 from which it will be evident to you — j ust now 

I have received a letter from the Nabob Vizier. I 
have returned in reply to it, that through your mediation I will come into ]iim. 
This trouble therefore is given to beg you will write me of whatever you have 
determined in my favour; that acting agreeably to it, and arriving by your 
means, I may obtain an interview ; from whatever proipises and agreements 
I make, I will not deviate the breadth of an hair.’* 

This letter speaks more plainly than the former the distrust which the 
Vizier had caused in the minds of the fugitives by his conduct to their 
kindred. 

In consequence of a communication of it to the Nabob, his Minister 

Elich Cawn waited on me ; and pursuant to the 
pleasure of His Excellency the following reply was 
written to the Eohilla Chief : — 

** I now advise you that the two following proposals are offered to ye — 1st, 

the Vizier will not confer on ye or any other I 
R-ohilla person, one foot of land in this country, ' 
but he will give you an equal quantity wdth what ye possessed here in 
the country of Doub^ provided ye will now pay him twenty lacks of rupees. 
On this condition come satisfied. The second proposal, should ye not accept 
of the first, is this, that you with your family domestics, treasure and 
effects, but without troops, come in and meet me, after which you will proceed 
directly into the English districts wherever may be best, and remain there till the 
pleasure of the Board in this particular is written to me. The reason of this 
is that the Vizier does not chuse ye should remain here. I now give you 
promise of protection and send you a pass under the Vizier’s seal, and one under 
my own — whichever of these you chuse to accept, — act agreeably ; but should 
neither of them be agreeable to you, you are your own master ; therefore send 
the passes back to me.” 

27th May. This letter was dispatched in the morning, and in 

the afternoon I received one in reply to mine of 
the 16th : — 

“ Your gracious letter is received and the particulars comprehended. You 
write that this country is not come into the possession of the English ; but in 
consequence of engagements between the English and Vizier to give him 
assistance, their troops came into this country of which the Vizier is now Lord, 
—that agreeably to the letter having told all ye particulars to the Nabob, his 
pleasure is this — that no Chief of the Itohilla tribe shall have settlement in 
this country ; therefore that in this matter I should attempt no further. The 
case is this : I have never acted in* such manner that the Vizier should have 
taken- hatred to his heart against me, but it was the disturbances of other 
Chiefs, vjbiich afflicted his noble heart ; in that I am guiltless ; therefore I 
trouble yofi, that if this country is not in your possession, the management of 
it finally will be put into the hands of others ; it is therefore better to accept 
it from me if it is in the Nabob’s dominions ; foregoing every other connection 
I will take it through your means. 1 am in hopes that the Nabob*s favor being 
159 F p. 
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regained that this country will be put under my charge, and whatever any 
others may offer for it, I will bind myself to perform. In reply to letters 
received, from the Vizier, calling me into him, I have replied that whatever 
may be his pleasure regarding mo he shall advise you of it ; that by your means 
I may come to his presence, — your bravery and generosity is as evident as the 
Sun ; and whoever loses his country by war is again replaced in it. I wish 
to take it (the country) purely through you, thei’oby your favor ; let us not los- 
our country ; in the dues of friendship and fidelity, I will never fail, and while 
I live I shall be obedient to your commands. Abdulhun Cawn and Hudahme 
Aula I have sent to you. In the matter of my offer for receiving the country 
of my father whatever is my ability to give they will represent to you ; agree- 
ably to that shewing the duos of lordliness and compassion your fame will 
resound through the world.*’ 

The offers which the Vakeel made in the name of his master are men- 
tioned in my letter to the Governor of the 28th May. 

From the reinstatement of Sujah-ul-Dowlah in his own dominions the 
powers of Uindustau had conccive<l the English to bo a people of unparalleled 
magnanimity as celebrated for their justice and humanity as for their bravery 
and generosity ; this is evident from the style of the lettoi's which were addressed 
to me. ** 

I thought nothing could be more honorable to our nation than the support 
of so exalted a charjxcter ; and whilst it could be done on terras so advantageous 
as an annual increase of near four hundred thousand pounds to the revenues 
of our ally and an immediate acquisition of above three hundred thousand 
pounds to the, Company for their influence in affecting an accommodation per- 
fectly consistent with their engagements to the Vizier, who would have thus 
derived more than a reasom^bh; advantage from that manner of terminating the 
war, I suppos(;d it very unlikely that the Vakeel’s proposition should be 
received with indifference. 

They were not its true agreeable to the Vizier ; they wei’c not favourable 
to his ambitious designs, nor to his inhuman plan of extirpation, I informed 
the Governor of Sujali Laving received them with disdain, and when I can- 
didly told His Excellency that I should act in the matter agreeably to the 
orders of. Government, he anticipated the answer which I received by saying 
that Mr. Sastings will tell you as I do.*’ 'But though His Excellency gave 
himself the liberty of divining this, how was it possible that I should beueve 
that we were to consult the Vizier’s interest and aggrandizement -only ? I could 
not as a Company’s servant give place te such an idea. 

I know that Sujah’s acquisitions in plunder have exceeded the expenses 
of the campaign, even including the forty lacks which he had promised to pay to 
the Company. I had with regret observed that the part which the English 
took in the war brought their national character into the highest disreputb. 
I had remarked and all the officers of the array had remarked that His Excel- 
lency’s haughtiness increased with the power which we put into his hands. 

Independent, therefore, of the immense pecuniary considerations which 
I have mentioned, nothing could be more consistent with what I conceived to 
be the • interest of the Company, than embracing the opportunity which 
presented itself, 'of having a standing army of fifteen or twenty thousand, and 
in case of emergency fifty or sixty thousand Afgans ready to assist in repelling 
any of the powers to the westward of the Ganges, or to crush the growing inso- 
lence of the Vizier himself. 

• 

Knowing that we owe establishment in this country to the want of unani- 
mity amongst the natives, I had always understood it to have beefa an axiom in 
our system of politics that it was our part to endeavor at keeping the 
power of the country Princes as much upon an equipoise as possible, lest by 
lengthening the sword of one he should destroy his neighbour andbecome formid- 
able to ourselves. 
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• as has been already observed.* I was induced to think it 

S i - ■ '» .J. Ol^f would h^e boou totardtiS.rdod ; “Id 

LZZ r^^:^ricilea to myself had I pre- 


«.^nt at a jfreRt ex pence to the Com 
T^nj to limit the forces of Sujah 
Dowlah when they wore far less 
numerous than at present. 


sumed to have Withheld them from' 
of Government. 


the knowledge 


Conclnsion of a letter to the Gov- 
ernor, 28th May. 

reflect with real satisfaction 


I therefore referred the proposals to the adminis- 
tration through the Hon’ble tlie Governor and I 
on having done so. 


I shall be extremely glad if upon due consideration of them any moans 
can be devised W which the public good may be promoted. I wisli for nothing 
so much as that^ome measure may be adopted that w ill strike all the powers 

m the East into admiration of our justice in contrast to the Vizier’s con- 
duct. 


In the meantime, however, I*wrote the following answer to Fuzulla 

I acquaint you that your agreeable letter by your Vakeel is received and 
gives me pleasure. Tho contents arc clearly understood ; in your business 1 have 
had a great deal of conversation with the Nabob Vizier, but ho will not consent 
that either you or any other person, Rohilla, shall have one foot of land in this 
country. But the Vizier offers you the same quantity pf country you have 
possessed here in the Province of Doab. If you chuso'’ to accept of this it is 
well ; if not there is no other choice. Had the Vizier accepted of your proposal, it 
would have given mo much pleasure. But in regard to the country, the Vizier is 
Lord ; further correspondence on this matter will be fruitless, on which account 
wnte you explicitly. 

With this letter I desired the Vakeel to return to his master telling him 
I^ could do nothing in his affairs of my own authority, but that I could make 
his offers known to the gentlemen at Calcutta, and afterwards advise Euzulla 
of their pleasure. 

The Vakeel however sent the letter by another person and entreated permis- 
asth May. remain in camp till I should hear from the 

Presidency, which I granted as intimated to the 
Governor. 

I had no further intercourse with Fuzulla until the 7 th June, when in 
No. 11. consequence of a report that Lieutenant Redman 

and two other European deserters were with him, 
I desired that ,he would send them forthwith to my Camp. 

On the 8 th of the same month being advised as well through His Excel- 
lency as by other intelligence that tho King had invited over the Rohilla ; 
and the Vizier and myself being of opinion that the’ consequences of their 
joining His Majesty would prove prejudicial to His Excellency’s future peace, 
especially in case of a Marratta war, of which he seemed very apprehensive, 

I addressed Fuzulla as follows : — 


“ Hearing at this time that letters are arrived with you from His Majesty 
No 12 wherein lie strongly enjoins you to come to him 

without any apprehensions, I w rite ye that having 
clearly represented your condition to the Board at Calcutta, and in a friendly 
manner having recommended the settlement of them to the Governor, I wait 
impatiently for replies. In this case I think it necessary and advisable that ye 
do not comply tvith the King’s desires until answers conie from Calcutta. 
Whenever they do come they shall bo immediately transmitted to you ; in this 
matter there shall be no neglect on my part.” 

• 

To this letter, gentlemen, is probably owing the present peace of the Empire. 
To it is certainly owing that tho Nabob is undisturbed, and that P’uzulla Khan 
is now the more dependent of His Excellency ; for if that Chief had not, as he 
afterwards complained, been lulled into inactivity by the hopes which he 
entertained from the interposition of our Government he would have crossed the 
Ganges at Baify Gaut and Chandy Gaut whilst the river was fordable. 
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, He liad according to our advices made very early application to Timur 
. Sha for assistance, which the Vizier was apprehensive would be granted. His 
Majesty Shaw Allum it was said had* invited the Marrattas ; he stood chiefly ia 
need ef money to prosecute his designs. Fuzulla was master of a large sum^ 
the inferior Chiefs were also possessed of riches. The Seiks were ready to 
join them. In short they must at least have easily established themselves in the 
Doab, and have been able to have kept the Vizier in a state of disquietude 
durin" the remainder of his life ; this letter had the desired effect and the 
listening to it proved the cause of much self-disapprobation to the Ilohillah. 

Nothing further passed between Fuzulla Khan and me till the 26th June, 
j 3 when on receipt of new advice regarding Redman, 

a copy of which was sent to the ^vernor, I again 

demanded the deserter. 

No other circumstance occurred regarding the Rohillahs till the 7th July. 
On the morning of that day, I received a* message from the Nabob desiring 
me to send away the Vakeel, for which his reasons may be collected from what 
follows. 

After the fall of Hafez, the Vizier, as has been elsewhere observed, became 
extremely arrogant. It is well known that even his people carried themselves 
haughtily to the Englisli officers j and we shall hereafter have occasion to men- 
tion a very remarkable and daring instance of it; great pains were taken to 
impress the natives of Hindostan in general and the Vizier’s own subjects in 
particular with the highest ideas of his late and great acquisition of power and 
magniflcence. 

I have been told that in a Title-nama, published in many parts of his 
country on account of the victory, the English troops were not so much as 
mentioned, and it is an undoubted truth that several officers when on their way 
to the army (one of them now in town) were asked if the English had been at 
the defeat of Hafez. 

The circumstance of the English being in his pay and under his absolute 
direction, was circulated with great industry — nay so indiscreet was His 
Excellency in the use of the command which it had been thought proper to 
confer on him over the Company’s troops that our own sepoys could not help 
observing the difference between those and former times, now the Sahib Loque 
(gentlemen) must run at his nod, and must halt at his nod. 

As the Vakeel’s remaining in camp was therefore not favorable to the 
Vizier’s views with which these reports were spread abroad, and tended to render 
the Vizier’s unlimited authority over the English army doubtful to the country 
powers. His Excellency requested his dismission. 

I had been directed to consider our Government in a secondary point of 
view only ; and having myself no particular desire for the Vakeel’s presence, I 
indulged the Vizier in his wishes ; and immediately directed him to return, pro- 
mising to acquaint his master of the answer which should be received from 
Calcutta. 

It happened to arrive that very day ; and I gave the Vakeel the following 
letter to carry to Fuzulla as fr* final answer : — ® 

“ I laid the state of your affairs before the Board, and impatiently waited 
No. 14 . their answer. Accordingly this day it arrived, and 

they write that the Rohilla country being in the 
possession of the Nabob Vizier, and he the Ruler thereof, whatever he may 
chuse to do in the settlement of it, it would not be proper for them to inter- 
fere in. I in consequence advise you that as they have written that they can- 
not interfere, that without their concurrence I alone am not able to (^o it. I 
aTT exerted the effects of friendship, and ability in your concerns, as 
Abdatohum Chan, who is here, is well convinced of. Having now dismissed him, 
he will return to you, and, telling you all particulars, will assure you that 1 have 
done every thing I was able, but now I can do no more.” 
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Etttly in tile morning ot the 8 tVi/uly the Vakeel took his departuri 
» V? Tf** continued n eondder* i^menting his waut of BuccosB and nresacinff the 

? 5 “’‘ ectuJly fell wK^miter 
conferred “IS tribe,* for not having immediately returned 

hi^Stor the ^ ““““ s of my letter to Puzulla of the 28th 

- , , . , . ^ May, and being thereby in some measure the cause 

oi tneir not crossing the Ganges, and decoying them into imaginary security. 

On the 9th, having received advices that supplies of grain' were sent to 
Fuznlla’s retreat from the districts of Zabita Khan, the first Amrah of the 
Em})ire, I wrote him desiring he would peremptorily forbid his people to 
furnish the en^pay with provisions. I had very early signified to the Governor 
j 5 how exceedingly disagreeable I found my situ- 

ation. The unhandsome manner in which I must 
he pardoned to say, I thought myself treated on account of the notice I took 
of^ the impropriety that had appeared to me in reposing a greater trust in the 
Vizier than in the Company’s Commander-in-Chief, had determined me to 
return to the Presidency, as soon as the rivers should have swelled, either to 
have matters put upon a more becoming footing or^to have taken my leave for 
England ; which in case of failure in this particular I had resolved to do even 
if no successor should arrive. 

Accordingly I had made preparations for my journey downwards and had 
declared my intention of quitting camp on the 25th. In the meantime, how- 
ever, Mr. Middleton, the Kesident at the VizierV Court, brought me a message 
expressive of His Excellency’s wishes that the army should take the field ; next 
16 th July. day I waited upon him, and the following is the 

» substance of the conversation w'hich passed. 

** My reason for sending Mr. Middleton was this ; Mr. Hastings has hinted 
jg to me to effectually settle this country as soon as 

1 possibly can ; that in case another enemy should 
appear after the rains, and perhaps both the Marrattas and Timur Shatomay^ 
I may be able to withdraw my troops from this country without any risque of 
its being attacked ; and on this account, if the Colonel approves, we will move 
towards Euzulla Khan, who .cannot escape, and may be got at without much 
difficulty.” 

** I replied that as the season was so far advanced, and the camp equipage 
extremely bad, I wished to avoid moving now, as it would he attended with the 
loss of a number of men, hut advised the Vizier to send more troops to Morad- 
ahad ; that 1 would now advance some Battalions ; and if the enemy came down 
from their present situation, would march with the Brigade to oppose them,’* 
adding that, ** if I remained here, I would move with the army towards them 
at the latter end of the rains, and before tbt'y could get away ; all this teas 
approved of** 

On the 19th I advised the Select Committee of these circumstances and 
informed them that I believed I should be under the necessity of march- 
ing, although 1 was apprehensive the consequences would prove fatal to 
the troops. 

In the interim 1 took every possible measure towards a sudden movement. 
No. 17 . hut I heard nothing more from the Nabob himself 

24th July. on the subject till the 23rd, when he acquainted 

me that he had sent forward part of his own troops, and desired the Brigade might 

also march. In the evening I sent my interpreter, 

’ and the next morning waited upon him myself, as 

well to represent how precarious it was to naarch at that season, as also the dis- 
advantages with which 1 thought our movement would be attended but 
finding him bent on the expedition I gave into his measure, and took the pre- 
caution enjoined by the administration of requiring a letter from His Excellency 
j 1 ’ expressing the necessity of taking the field, which 

” he accordingly sent me. The same day I addressed 

the Select .Committee acquainting them of these circumstances, and also issued 
_ orders for the troops to hold themselves in readi- 

ness to march. 
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I paid His HzceUenoy 

2fitih July. 

Nos. 19 and 90. 

No. 20. 


a visit aiid,inforaied him that in ehnsequenos of his 
requisition the Brigade should be got in readiness to^ 
march as soon as possible. 


The same day another Vakeel arrived from Buzulla in my camp, but he 
26 th July. was instantly dismissed, I was taken ill. Colonel 

Gailliez, the Second-in-Command, was also extremely 
indisposed. I reminded His Excellency of bis being 
near three months of arrears of subsidy to the troops, and observed that it was 
necessary to supply them with money before the march. 

2nh jniy. OoutinUed ill ; ord^d the troops to march the 

29th in the morning. 


No. 19. 


Bireoted the camp equipage to be sent forward to Chandausy. Colonel 

Gailliez and myself very unwell ; supply of ammu- 
* ° nition not yet arriVed from the boats ; at night there* 

fore countermanded the march of the army. 

My illness considerably abated ; addressed the Select Committee ; ordered 
29 th July, the army to march on the 30th at 8’oclock in the 

No- la morning. I was informed that our carriage cattle 

had been obliged to make two trips for the camp equipage. 


The army accordingly broke ground and marched to the encampment at 
80th July. Chandausy ; and if you consider, gentlemen that, we 

No- 19- were unprovided with the necessaries requisite for 

the security of our ammunition and stores, that great part of them being 
in the boats distant about 40 miles, the carriage to Bissonly at that unfavourable 
season was attended with much trouble and, delay as Well as risque of damage. 
That many of the younger gentlemen of the army, whose allowances in the 
field, however handsome they may be thought, are barely sufficient to indemnify 
their expenses where the necessaries of life bear so exorbitant prices, had from 
motives of economy dismissed their coolies in confidence of our continuing in 
cantonments during the rains ; that several hundred of the contractors* drivers 
and in particulur those attached to the Magazine and artillery had either 
deserted or been discharged by his agent; that it was with groat difficulty even 
the Nabob’s influence in the course of several days procured so many oi these 
necessary people as enabled us to proceed. I say, gentlemen, these circumstances 
considered, it appears that the army was in motion with uncommon alacrity. 

I confess I was however extremely embarrassed in mind lest my desirw of 
pleasing the Nabob should subject me to reprehension. , 

Accordingly you find that in my letter to the Select Committee, 29th July, 
I studiously endeavored to apologize for venturing to take so much upon me. 

** I deliberately weighed in my mind whether I should acquiesce in the 
Nabob's request of moving higher. I discovered that my hesitation gave him 
much dissatisfaction, and it was very perceptible that if I had persiste.d in remain- 
ing here, he would have been impressed with doubts and jealousies of the sin- 
cerity of our attachment towards him, which I was apprehensive would never be 
effectually effaced ; but indeed his conduct in advancing this army above thirty 
coss in front of our troops without my concurrence rendered a movement on 
my part absolutely necessary for the reasons mentioned in my address of the 
19th, &c.; and I hope therefore that the motives which have prevailed with 
me to comply with His Excellency’s requisition will secure to me the honor of 
your approbation.’* 


Nor will you be surprized, ^ntlemen, that I was anxious for such a|^roba» 
tion when you shall have considered* the causjBs which 1 had to be doubtful 
obtaining it and the inward disquiet which these doubts occasioned. 


Ut . — I remained in a state of disagreeable suspense as to tbe eEfsot vrbioh 
the Treaty of partition of the conquered country between BCiS Majcity and the 
Vizier might have. 

The Board had said ** that we cannot ente^hi to bad An dpinion of iiie ‘ 
Mrdu.j Vizier as to suppose him capable of adtihg tni 

avowed breach of Treaty ; but if any -plea ^ tliat 
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kind should be made for contesting our right to occupy any part of the 
Bohilla country yet unoonquered, it would be proper to put the question ,to 
him whether such Treaty does exist or no^ ; if he should acknowledge such a 
Treaty, you must undoubtedly cease from further hostilities in abetment of his 
breach of faith. 

The King had sent me a copy of the Treaty which had been sworn to on 
the Koran — “ perhaps,** said His Majesty, “ the Nabob has forgot his oath : it is 
dt you should remind him of it.” 

When I showed His Excellency the Treaty he acknowledged its authenti- 

A. If the, bed bed e right, thi. i. ci^y ; he had not forgot his oath, but he braved it ; 
not the innguage of Auxiliaries hut of he alleged that the Counterpart m his possession 
principHis in w»r. expressed a co/idition that His Majesty should take 

the field in person and that his failure in that particular annulled the Treaty. 

But when the original counterpart which he put into the hands of my 

interpreter canie to be examined, it appeared that 
“■ ^ ' there was no such stipulation, nor indeed did it ever 

exist even verbally, as may be understood from Nigif Chan’s declaration on 
that subject when he said he had no doubts of the Vizier’s abiding by his 
engagements.” 

I sent copies of both to the Committee having been repeatedly desired to 
correspond with them only ; and as the above sentiments of the administration 
seemed very favourable towards His Majesty, it was not clear to me that so 
frivolous an excuse would have been sanctified in breach of so solemn a Treaty. 
I therefore made a reference to the paragraph above quoted ; and desired the 
Committee would give me explicit instructions regarding the import thereof ; 
nor was I a little anxious for a reply. 


Sndly. — After I had agreed to take the field and before we marched, 
but when it - was too late to retract, I discovered that the Vizier had grossly 
imposed upon mo regarding the letter which ho had pretended to have ju%t 
received from the Governor ; for although I had not been favored with any 
address from Mr. Hastings on that subject, yet believing that His Excellency 
had really got such a letter, it was the most prevailing argument with me, and 
I urged it accordingly in my letters to the Select Committee in justification of 
my conduct. 

But upon finding that the letter which the Vizier pretended to have 

* Tecei>'ed was no other than one he had got in May, 

19th and 24th July. Congratulating him on the victory, and “ the ardour 

of his courage,** and casually recommending the settlement of his affairs in the 
Bohilla country, I was much concerned because the Governor's advice could not 
apply to the present time ; and if the expedition should be disapproved it would 
not be in my power to quote Mr. Hastings* authority in favor of the under, 
taking. 

Srdly. — ^Tho Board had already declared the 40 lacks due to the Company. 

** Considering our right to the sum stipulated for the present service, aa 
ssrd M»y. ocquircd, we have recommended to the 

No. 28 . ‘ President to make immediate application for the 

payment of the forty lacks ; ” a formal demand had accordingly been made for 
w #, 1 . Tn.t« ThiiBo.nl the money* ; this was in effect avowing that they 
to u/hoid'oj had already performed all that was incumbent on 

that would bear a dispute. them. Consequently that no further service was 

from their troops, without new stipulations for the advantage of the Com. 
pany and I intimated some time before pretty plainly that this was my own 

opinion. 

Bad I not therefore great reason to be apprehensive lest I should be told 
by the administration that my aoquiesoence with the Vizier's desires had rendered 
it impossible for them to make such stipulations with His Excellency ; and I 
wonloask, gentlemen, whether the treatment which I received in the course 
of oorreanondence left me the smallest room to doubt that if any unfortunate 
apoidenttod happened during the second oamjpaign, ” of my own undertaking,** 

227 



tot such it would be termed, every a^nient would be laid hold of to screen 
others fj^ and saddle me with the indignation of the Company. 

From what I have already said, I think it must appear that I had very 
forcible reasons for the disinclination which I informed the Select Committee 
I should have at marching, and that in overcoming all these powerful causes of, 
my embarrassment, I manifested even a superlative degree of attention to His 
Excellency's wishes. But— 

dthly . — ^This will be still more evident from the circumstance of my having 
marched while the troops were near three months in arrears of pay; for 
though I had made application to His Excellency on the 26th to pay up at 
least a part of the arrears, I had no success ; he contented himself with signi- 
fying pleasantly to some of those about his person, “ that he had then no silver 
except in bars ; and that although he had bars he had no implement of coinage.” 
The only observation that occurred to me on .this head was that if he carried 
the bars from his own Provinces, I was sorry he had not brought the necessary 
utensils ; and that if he found the bars in the Eohilla country, to have been 
consistent in his plan, he should have forgot that .he had them. 


But to inforce the argument arising from my having marched whilst the 
troops were so much in arrears. 

Be pleased to recollect that, according to my instructions, I had full autho- 
rity not only to discontinue the operations, but to (jountermarch with the army 
in the event of His Excellency’s suffering himself to be in arrears of subsidy for 
the space of one month after the day on which it should have been paid. 

Now whilst it is evident that by adhering to the orders of the Board my 
conduct could not be liable to challenge, it is equally obvious that by acting 
thus, in direct contradiction to them, I showed a condescension to His Excel- 
lency, which independent of every other consideration is fully sufficient to 
destroy the calumnies with which this infiduous man would stab my reputation ; 
for if I had been disposed to thwart his inclinations, I might have, embraced 
this opportunity of doing it' in security. 

Having therefore clearly established the falsity of the malicious insinu* 
ations winch have been directed against me on account of the objections made 
to the movement from Bissonly, I shall now proceed to show that those which 
regard my subsequent conduct are no less slanderous and void of truth. 

Under every possible disadvantage we took the field in submission to the 
caprice of this ungrateful ally, — every difficulty was struggled against with 
uncommon perseverance as you, gentlemen will be well convinced even from 
perusing very summary minutes of occurrences taken down by one of my Aid- 
de-Gamps, from which you will perceive that 1 persisted in keeping the field and 
Nofci 9 and 24 , dragging the Europeans along contrary to the 

See abo a paper marked L. WrlttOU OpiuiOn of the SurgOOUS. 


Our march was as expeditious as the season and the scarcity of provisions 

would admit. His Excellency did me the favor of a 
visit almost every morning ; he told me of his expec- 
tations that the Marrattas would make war on him as soon as possible. A 
report also prevailed that -Timur Sha had determined to take the field against 
him. His Majesty Sha Allim was likewise exceedingly disatisfied, and ready to 
adopt any measure to humiliate the Vizier ; in short, according to all advices, 
there were great appearances of a general filame. 

The Nabob seemed therefore exceedingly uneasy Irat the Bolullas should 
retire into the country between the mountains, and gain time until his atten- 
tion should be called off by the Marrattas to, the defence Of his own domiwiods, 
in which cUse he would have enemies in front and rear, and all his ambitions 

schemes would fall to the ground. His Eloellenoy, 
‘ therefore, omthe 12th of August, proposed to me to 

•make overtures of accommodation to, the Bohillas.. T1^ propositions weror^ 
that Fuzulla should deliver up half his effects to the Vizies yrho would give 
him a district sufficient for the mhinteuhnce of 15 thotuumd men in thq oQunt^f 
which His Excellenoy had lately taken from the Marrattas, 
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Gprrespondence between Fuzulla and me had ceased from the 7th Jul^, 
18 th August. when. the Vakeel was dismissed, till this day that 

No- I addressed him agreeably to the Vizier’s desire, 

’ molosing a copy of His Excellency's lettejl^ making the above propositions. 

On the 14th I advised the Committee of the Vizier’s wishes and proposal of 
settling matter amicpbly with the Eohillas. 

On the 16th I received a reply from Fuzulla declining to accept the 
gg country taken from the Marrattas in the Doab : 

‘ observing that in case of their approach he must 

either break his engagements with the Vizier and join them, or they would 
take the country from him ; he therefore tendered half his effects to the Vizier 
for a settlement in the Rohilla country equal to that which His Excellency 
offered in the Hoab. 


Having communicated Fuzulla's letter to the Nabob, His Excellency on 
the 17th of August addressed me*thus : — 


“ I have perused the copy of Fuzullah Khan’s letter that ye sent me and 

understand the particulars. Do you write him a 
' reply to this purport that of whatever effects he has 

he will give me half, and that I will give him country in the Doab which I took 
from the Marrattas for the maintenance of 16,000 men,.jand that him and me 
will enter into mutual agreements, to which the English gentlemen shall 
accede ; that in future if the Marrattas attempt to take the aforesaid country, I 
will join and assist Fuzulla Khan to oppose them ; this matter firmly agreed 
on and determined, I enter into by means of the English gentlemen. Do you 
write to this purport to Fuzullah Khan that he may be satisfied, I am ready to 
give the foresaid quantity of country and to aid and assist him against the 
Marrattas ; never, never, will I be neglectful in this majtter.** 


Accordingly I wrote to Fuzulla Khan inclosing a copy of His Excellency’s 

letter recommending him to accept of the conditions, 
® ' or at least to come and discourse on the subject. 


In reply he observed that he was unable,^ write so much as he had to say, 

and requested I would send my Secretary to hear 
No 29 . from him and relate to me all particulars. His desire 

No. 30. being communicated to the Vizier, His Excellency 

wrote to me on the 20th recommending a compliance with it, and containing the 
necessary instructions. In consequence of which I directed my Secretary to 
pr<N 3 eed immediately to the Kohilla Camp ; and in order to obtain as much 
information as possible regarding the enemy's post, I availed myself of this 
opportunity of sending Lieutenant Bruce, the Field Engineer, to make his observ- 
ations, that we might profit thereby, in case the enemy should oblige us to 
attack them. 

On the 21st of August the Engineer sent me an account of the road to 
Lall-dang. 

“ After crossing the Nulla at the village Bujonrie, distant from your 

camp about 4^ coss, we entered a low jungle in which 
N®- are two deserted villages the wells of which afford 

plenty of good water ; continuing our course northward, three coss further we 
arrived at the large village of Rumangur to the north-westward of which is 
an open space (I think sufficiently large to encamp the Brigade), and this must 
be the last stage. Altering our route to N.-N.-West along the foot of the 
hills, an almost impenetrable jungle lines each side of the road. Another difficul- 
ty the troops will have to struggle with, is the want qf tra/tfr, except at a river 
two coss to the westward of Ruqmagur. We did not meet with a drop qf that 
element during a distance of eight coss when we arrived at the Rohilla encamp- 
ment ; the opening here is of very little extent, and must have been cleared by 
the Rohijas after their flight to Lall-dang.” 

At the same time that these two gentlemen were in the wemy's camp* 
• pUrtV Chan, the Vizier's Minister, had Agents there offering all bis influence to 
effect a settlement ; this tended to give the Bohillas confidence ; at the same 
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time that Lieutenant Bruce being reco^ised by people who had seen him 
surveying, created suspicions of our intientions. 

Fuzulla Khan, however, declared his willingness, to come to an interview 
with the Vizier, but his Chiefs would not consent to his leaving their strong- 
hold. They proposed to send his eldest son accompanied with some of their 
own number ; but His Excellency having refused to receive them, and.th^ gentle- 
men being recalled on the 24th, correspondence dropt, and I resolved to move 
nearer the enemy in order, if possible, more effectually to distress them. 

On the 26tli, attended by the Quartermaster-Qeneral, &o., I wont twelve 

miles to reconnoitre the country between the Gauges 
■ and the jungles, leaving the road which the Engi- 

neer had travelled to Lall*dang several coss on the right. 


On the 27th a body of the Nabob’s troops were ordered by my direction to 
No. 32 . proceed along the banks of the river towards 

No- 32. Chaundy Gaut. ^he 28th I advanced with the 

Grenadier corps, five coss, and the Brigade under the command of Colonel Gailliez 
marched three coss. I strengthened the advanced division of the army and gave 
the command of it to Lieutenant- Colonel Leslie. 

In consequence of an advice which I had early given to the Vizier, a party 
of Nigif Khan’s troops* had come across the Dbab, and posted themselves on 
the opposite banks of the river at Chaundy Gaut to prevent all supplies to the 
enemy from the western side of the Ganges. 


On the 29th I rode out fourteen miles to reconnoitre the Bamnagur road. 

30th ordered the Quartermaster-General to 
“■ ^ ■ pitch upon a spot of ground for the Brigade to 

encamp upon, between Lieutenant-Colonel Leslie’s camp and the hills ; and the 
Brigade accordingly took up that ground the next morning. 

First September, accompanied by the gentlemen of my family, I spent the 

day with His Excellency upon the banks of the 
Ganges. 


No. 33. 


All this time His Excellency was busied in intriguing with the Bohillas. 
Elich Khan and the Abysinian Mahomed Bushin Khan, by the Nabob's desire, 
had set their emissaries^ at work ; and in this manner the Nabob kept up a 
constant intercourse with the enemy. 


In consequence of which on the 2nd September His Excellency transmitted 

me a letter which lie had received from Fuzullah 
Khan professing obedience, and His Excellency also 
informed me that the Hohilla Chief had sent a trusty person to him to explain 
all matters. 


2nd September. 


of rain that morning I was 


No. 33. 


This day 1 ordered two Battalions of Grenadier sepoys to hold themselves 

in readiness to attend me early on the 3rd on a 
party of observation, but on account of a severe fall 
obliged to countermand the order. On the 4th, 
however, I went escorted by the said two Battalions 
of Grenadier sepoys five coss, and with a body 
of the Nabob’s best horse, ad'^^oced two coss further, when I arrived at an 
almost impenetrable jungle whei’e only one horseman could pass. I desired the 
Nabob’s Bildars and Tavildars might be employed to cut a road through it. 

Very severe rain on the 5tb ; the 6th 1 again rode out to examine the Bam- 
3 g nagur road. On the 7th His Excellency transmitted 

me a copy of the answer which he sent to the letter 
he had received from Fuzulla Khan on the 2nd, imputing that if he did not 
accept^ of the former terms further discourse was needless. Notwithstanding 
all which His Excellency’s Agents^ were still employed. Severe rains op the 8th 
and 9th. On, the 10th, having visited His il^cellency, he acquainti^me that 
the situation of the Bohillas was very hard ; that after the rains peased the 

water from the hills would kill thbih, ** perhaps,” 
added His Excellency ; *\with these new gentlemen ! 
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pjffoe. ThU was not the only time he had expressed 

tnftt mcmiiGr i tliG AdviriAA wVii/^Vi 1ia ^ a-i. • 


new 

which he had early received f rJ»m thi 
’* ®*dency crated hma no small uneasiness ; he became more anxious, however, 
to settle with Fuzulla, and in order to effe9t it he doubled bis Agents and his 
indnstry. 


On the 11th I received a reply from the Select Committee to my letters of 
the 19th and 24th July, and upon the strength of the approbation of my con- 
duct in moving from Bissonly without waiting for an answer to my address ^of 
the 29th July, 1 sent, immediate notice to His Excellency that 1 would press 
upon the enemy as soon as possible. 


His Excellency visited me on the 12th, and without taking any notice of 
my message of the .preceding day, told me that the Eohillas were in the most 
distressed situation ; that the Chiefs threatened to desert Euzulla ; upon my 
advising him to offer them service he replied that he had done so, and also 
security to all who would quit the enemy's camp. 


But nothing can more clearly demonstrate how wishful the Vizier was to 
avoid an attack and bring the Rohillas to an agreement ; nothing can more 
incontestibly prove that the delay's which he would impute to me were really 
his own than the following circumstance. 


On the 13th I resolved to ride out next morning to observe what progress 
the Nabob’s Bildars and Tavildars had made in cutting the road ; and to pene- 
trate as much further as I could into the jungle for the sake of observation, 
expecting also to have an opportunity of_ surprizing some of the enemy’s 
advanced posts. 


Pursuant to this design 1 applied to His Excellency for a strong body of his 

troops to attend me. His Excellency returned for 
’ answer ** that he had put himself under a course of 

physio which would continue aia: daya^ for which time he begged that I would 
defer the attack, as then he should he able to accompany m^,” 

Although I thought this a very unmilitary preparation, I was willing to 
leave His Excellency to his own mode of whitting his courage ; but thinking it 
necessary for me in the meantime to obtain as perfect a knowledge as possible 

of the ground we should have occasion to act upon, 
' I replied that I only mdant to go in front to 

examine the road, and therefore desired His Excellency would send the escort 
den^nded. Before my note had reached His Excellency, he sent a message 
importing that ho was treating, and on receipt of my note he returned another, 
desiring I would be governed by his pleasure and defer the expedition. 

This day two Embassadors came from Fuzulla to the Vizier on the 
No. 88. invitation of His Excellency. Fuzulla's Vakeel 

14 th September. brought me also a letter, and informed me that the 

Vizier had made proposals of accommodation to his master, but that he would 

trust the English only. I observed that it was pro- 
' bable his Master would not have many days to con- 

sider, and sent himself and the letter to His Excellency. 

On the 16th I _ 

August and advised them of the Vizier's mode of proceeding. 

** His Excellency has several persons employed in endeavouring to settle 
with Fuzulla, or to detach the Bohilla Sardars from the common cause ; but 
1 am afraid he discovers too much anxiety, and renders the enemy more back- 
ward in coming to terms than they otherwise would be.” 

September the 16th, after some conferences- with the Vakeels, His Excel- 
lency acquainted me that he would make Fuzulla Golleotor of the Revenues 

of Rohilohund, allowing six lacks for his expensesj 
, and desired I would therefore address the Rohillas 

to that purpose, which 1 did accordingly. 

His Excellency had so. many schemes and so many agents to conduct 
them that it was impossible to know his real intentions, but it wns evident that 
he was departing mxa hid former ^resolutions. We had some time before 
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fefased to receive Fuzullah’s eldest son accompanied some ot tbe principal 
(Sbiefs, and he had now not only admitted two Chiefs without the son but sent 
several Sirdars to invite and conduct tliem to his bamp. 

On the 17th I acquainted the Gavernor of these circumstances, and on the* 

18th took occasion to repeat the offer of the .service 
* ' of the troops and to inform His Excellency that 

they were in readiness. 

, The two Vakeels remained in his camp, and were entertained several days 
by Bushier Khan, &c., by order of His Excellency. 

On the 19th 1 received a letter from Euzullah, in answer to that which 1 
^ had addressed to him on the 16th by desire of the 

Vizier, and having transmitted it to His Excellency, 
he sent me the following reply : — 

“ The letter of Euzullah Khan w'hich you sent me to peruse, I have 
^ received and clearly understand. I desire the death 

of no Mussulman, and therefore have fixed on this 
plan which I now write. Do you acquaint Euzullah Khan from yourself that the 
Nabob Vizier will settle a jaghir of ten lacks of rupees per year on him of the 
Kohillcund country, and ho shall keep two or three thousand men as household 
servants along with him. That troops of the Nabob shall be stationed in the 
country, that the trodf)s and Chiefs of Khutur Rohillcund shall bo taken into 
service, but shall not remain with him. If this is agreeable to Euzullah Khan 
do you write him to come into you. When he comes I will have an interview 
with him, and if he desires it shall rent or supervise the whole Bohilla country 
which shall be settled face to face. But whatever effects he may have half 
shall be given to me ; and the troops of Khutur or Rohillas that are with him 
shall not remain.*’ 

Thus, gentlemen, you find that in'emerging from his Hebdomadal purgation 
the Vizier became a most devout and excellent Mussulman. The near approach 
of “ these new gentlemen *’ seemed also to operate powerfully on His Excellency. 

Agreeable to his wishes I sent a copy of his letter to the Rohilla Chief; 
„ . and recommended to him to accept of the Vizier’s 

proposals — at all events to return a speedy reply. 

Erom this time we had very heavy rains for several successive days ; and no 

answer being arived from Euzullah, I wrote him 
a note on the 25th demanding an immediate 
No. 46. reply. 

Afterwards on the same day an answer was received from Euzullah, 
^ importing that if the Vizier would riot grant either 

of his former requests fate must determine between 
them. 

I saw no longer any prospects of peace, which I accordingly wrote to tbe 
Select Committee the same day that the above answer came to hand. 

On the 26th the Vizier favored me with a visit, when it was resolved to 

move the army nearer to Lall-dang as the most 
probable means of ** bringing the Mohillm to terms.** 

1 ordered the troops to hold themselves in readiness to march the 29th in 
27 th September. the momiug ; and the division under Colonel GaOliez 

to take the ground occupied by the Grenadier 
Corps. 

Well assured of the great advantages, the enemy had in the strength of 
28th September their situation, sensible that nothing but the strict* 

est observance of good order could ensure, our 
success, and. having reason to be suspicious dest the troops, mindful of past 
n^lects, should suffer their discontent to get the better of their moderation and 
impell them to disperse in search of plunder, I assembled the field officers at 
Up ^ head-quarters. Some proposed to stipifiate with 

His Excellency for twenty, some for fifteen, 
\nd the most for ten lacks in lieu of plunder, and that the troops should be 
acquainted of it before the attack. 
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* 1 , the gentlemen that ij His Excellency should offer five lacks,* I 

thought that it would be ^visable to’accept of them both on account of the 
imminent danger which would insue from any disorder of the troops, and the 
small probability of discovering the richer of a people, accustomed to bury their 
treasure, declaring however my wishes that the \rizier ‘might offer a larger si^m. 
The gentlemen satisfied of my good inclinations said no more on the subject. 

In conformity to the injunctions of the administration, 1 desired His Excel* 
» A. l«ncy to signify in writing that it was now his 

oar a ina rac 1 , pleasure the army should proceed to attack 

Euzullah in his entrenchments : His Excellency accordingly did so. 

And though 1 was unable to mount my horse without assistance, having ' 
been confined to my tent by a severe illness from the 19th, I advanced with 
the front division of the army 4 coss towards the ^nemy. 

Mention being made to His Excellency of the plunder, he observed that 
he had certain intelligence where the riches of the enemy lay buried ; that he 
knew the English could never discover the treasure ; and therefore he would 
not give them one cowrie, — a circumstance which I thought it prudent to 
conceal carefully from the knowledge of the. troops. 

On the 30th I proceeded four coss further : the Brigade under Colonel 
Gailliez taking up our last ground. 

This day I received a letter from the Select Committee of the 8th Septem- 
ber ** expressing their satisfaction at the Vizier’s 
aoth septem er. intention of terminating the war by an accommo- 

dation, and th^ir hopes that His Excellency would be disposed to conciliate 
their affections to hie Oovernment by acceding to lenient terms.** 

Being now arrived near the Rohillas who were very strongly posted and 

thrown up works in their front, it became necessary to advance by regular 

approaches ; and before evening a work was estab- 
mhed sufficient to cover 1,200 men: but it was 
agreed to give the enemy the option of accepting the terms offered by His 
Excellency, or stand the consequences, which was accordingly done in the 
following letter. 

This day I am arrived with my army near the foot of the hills ; but as 

friendship has been formed between us, I perform 
my part, and tell you that ye still have opportunity 
of /JOinciding to the Nabob Vizier’s offers, which were before sent ye; and of 
coming hither, this is the best advice ye can follow. JThere has been discourse 
between the Nabob Vizier and me ; when the Nabob said and confirmed that 
whenever you would accede to his proposals that something should be settled for 
every Chief with ye. Now the Nabob Vizier has said and has written this con- 
formably to your request. My advice is this : do you now come here and agree 
to this, for 1 do not desire that the blood of the people be spilt. Motives of 
friendship induce me again to write ye on this subject. If ye will not acce|)t 
of this, and will not come, the fault is not mine, as I have done everything in 
my power. Now for what may insue ye and your Chiefs are answerable. In 
case ye consent and cpme in, write me and 1 will send a proper person to con- 
duct ye : in this there is neither prejudice or danger. If ye will not agree let me 
certainly have your reply this day.” 

In the meantime however our works were carried on with all possible dili- 
gence. Bush fighting all this day between small 
^ scouting parties of both armies. A few more of the 

Nabobs and of the enemy said to have been killed. Advised the Committee of 
the posture of affairs, and of the last offer made to Euzullah. 

Next morning, the let October, the Rohilla Chief sent an Unsatisfaoto^ 

reply. I reconnoitred the road several mUes in 
* front; many shots fired by the enemy. Pitched 

upon a spot for establishing our second works. 

About noon a man came from Euzullah to inform mo that he would 
certainly come in next day. I could not give myself leave to rely impUoitly on 
his assurance ; but having informed the Vizier of tbe ogfoumstanoe ho expressed 
satisfaction at the news. 

Ift9 F. P. 
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• • Very early on the follo’wing morning advanced with a strong body of 
the combined armies to the ground ‘which had been pitched upon for our 
second approach. From thence I dispatched Fuzullah’s messenger to inform his ' 
master that I was so far advanced wfth the army to pay him a visit at Lall* 
dang. All industry used* to establish our post. Many shots fired in the jungles 
on our fianks. 

About two hours after the messenger's departure a Chief came to inform 
me that if our advanced parties were re-called Fuzullah would come out. At 
noon notice being brought that he was approaching ; I sent a field ofiScer and 
the Persian interpreter to escort him through our advanced parties, and on his 
arrival immediate advices being sent to His Excellency, he appointed the 
next morning to receive him. 

Accordingly Fuzullah was presented to the Vizier on the 3rd ; at that 

meeting nothing pp,s8e*d but compliment. However, 

“ ■ His Excellency afterwards addressed me thus : — 

** I before wrote ye that if Fuzullah Khan would come in and meet us, a 
gg jaghir for ten lacks of rupees of the Rohilcund 

country should be conferred on him ; that he should 
keep two or three thousand people with him as attendants and that of his effects 
half should bo taken." Now that he has come in, in consideration of his coming, 

I will present him with two lacks more, and twelve lacks of the Rohilcund 
country including his former districts, shall bo given as a jaghir, and of his 
effects half shall be taken. In this estate of twelve lacks Fuzullah Khan is 
at liberty to keep five persons or five thousand, but he must not keep one 
more than five thousand ; and to content him, and the people with him, I will 
entertain in my own service from ten to fifteen thousand, and they shall bo 
stationed where he chuses, and shall receive their pay from me.** 

I communicated the Vizier's pleasure to the Hohilla in the evening. He 
acknowledg(?d the generosity of the offer, but Temarked that twelve lacks 
would be insufiicient for the maintenance of all his relations and dependants, 
and intreated I would request of the Vizier to increase the jaghir. 


I said I would endeavour but gave him no hopes of success ; and the 

following is the letter which I addressed to the 
' Vizier on the subject ; — 


*' I conversed with Fuzullah Khan last night on the subject of the jaghir, 
4th October. and told him ye had agreed to settle twelve lacks 

♦ of rupees on him which it was . advisable he 
accepted. He replied he did not desire a settlement for the troops with him, 
but that he had a great number of relations and dependants who had been with 
him from their births : and from whom he could not part, and that the twelve 
lacks of rupees yo had conferred would be small for the support of the whole. 
He therefore intreated ye would graciously bestow what would be sufficient for 
their maintenance : he hopes yo will be pleased to make some addition, and I 
also give you this trouble that if ye think it proper and advisable to comply 
that ye will do so : favor mo however with your pleasure in reply.*' 

His Excellency replied that he could not do more for Fuzullah Khan.*' 
Afterwards he sent his minister Elich Chan requesting to make enquiry concern* 
ing Fuzullah Khan's circumstances and desires. 


This being done, Fuzullah gave in a statement spcciifying that he had in 
silver one lack fourteen thousand rupees and one lack seventeen thousand, three 
hundred and eighty-eight gold mohurs which he valued at 20 Burrelly rupees 
each, besides his jewels and other effects, of which he could not give an estimate 
without returning to his entrenchment. He solibited Elich Ohan to intercede for 
him with His Excellency for an increase of the jaghir, and upon Elioh Ohan’s 
report of these matters the Nabob addressed me thus * 


. , .** to this ye wrote me that Fuzullah Khai^ would hot accept of a 

jaghir of twelve lacks of rupees ; in reply it was written that if be would not 
accept of that sum, ye would return him to. the entrenchment, as T would not ' 
g^ive an^hmg more ; after that I sent Elioh Chan to ye to learn the condition, 
of Fuzullah Khau ; and from his report I find that Fuzullah Khan desizes 
23d 
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“anf ir 

consideratioa of ^uzuUah Elhatx's coming in, a jaghir for fourteen lacks and 
seventy-five thousand rupees shall be giverfhim. Do ye bring Fuzullah Xhan 
along with you hither to me to-morrow morning, and will give a jagbir for 
f^tteen lacks and seventy-five thousand rupees, and will take half of his 
effects. "When ye come I will have further conversation with ye.” 

According to His Excellency’s request I waited upon him on the morning 
of the 6th accompanied by Fuzullah Khan, when they settled the terms of 
accommodation. 


On the 7th His Excellency visited me. Fuzullah Khan, being sent for, the 
mutual writings were framed by His Excellency, and the only amendment made 
at the desire of Fuzullah was, that he should be at liberty to correspond with 
the English. ^ ^ 

I remarked that there was no mention made of the division of the effects, 
upon which His Excellency said he would be contented with the half whatever 
it might be. 

It was afterwards found however that the omission was intentional, and 
with a view to squeeze Fuzullah Khan as much as possible. Accordingly from 
No. 67 . time till the 14ith the Nabob’s Minister and 

^ Fuzullah Khan had daily conferences on that 

subject. The Ilohilla advanced the equity of the Vizier’s accepting half his 
effects of every kind. Conformable to His Excellency’s original and repeated 
stipulation, Elich Chan insisted on receiving money only, and I also being 
willing to promote the Nabob’s interest, Fuzullah was importuned so much that 
he was constrained to give fifteen lacks of rupees in order to satisfy the Vizier. 

A dispute then arose concerning the species of rupees ; Elich Chan was desired 
to go and settle that point, and he returned immediately saying that His Excel- 
lency agreed to receive Birrelly rupees, and had also signified his .wishes to see 
Fuzullah Khan and nae, as he intended to proceed next day towards Feizabad. 
I waited on him accordingly, and after some conversation we took leave. 

His Excellency marched very early next morning. An altercation then 
ensued between Fuzullah Khan and Elich Chan regarding the value of the 
gold mohurs which was also compromised by me, and my decision referred to 
His Excellency who in the evening transmitted to me the following letter : — 

•** The pains^ and trouble you have taken in settling this business of 
Fuzullah Khan^ is beyond the power of writing to express. In all respects you 
No, 68. have acted to my satisfaction, and in no respect con- 

trary to it. I esteem this as pure friendship in you.” 


Thus, gentlemen, I have given you a particular detail of the transactions of 
the campaign. All the correspondence -which passed between Fuzullah Khan 
and me is before you. It appears that that carried on at Bissonly was duly com- 
municated to the Vizier and to the Governor. That the proposition for renew- 
ing it came from the Nabob himself on the 12th of October, — that the continu- 
ation of it. was afhis express desire. That I did not take a single step from the 
b^inning to the end of this business, but by his direction and approbation 
with which you find the whole is closed. 

In the course of what has been promised, I have therefore already fully 
confuted the Vizier’s calumnies, but I shall nevertheless glance over His Excel- 
lency’s letter, once more and take notice of such parts as may have hitherto 
escaped me. 

** Consider, my friend,” says His Excellency repeatedly to Mr. Hastings, 
” that it was my absolute determination to extirpate the BohillaSt 'and that I 
f'efuetSed the aeHafanoe of the JEnglieh for that pur poae** 

HowdVer well it is kno-wn that His Excellency is equal to, the barbarious 
desi|m for which he thus publicly and daringly avowes, he solicited the aid of 
the English. Is it possible we can believe that the respectable gentleman here 
traduced could have been privy to so horrid a purpose ; could he have so entirely 
overcome the feelings of humanity ? Could, he have been so lost to every sense of 
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honor as .to prostitute the English troops,, and to stain the glory of the British 
name by subscribing to a preconcert&d massacre ? What is not His Excellency 
capable of adrancing. ^ ' 

** If the Colonel had even consulted me on the occasion would not have been 
signified ; but when I gave him a clear answer, and absolutely^ refused, my 
consent to the proposals for an accommodation, was it proper for lum to conti^ 
nue the negotiation/* 

If I had not consulted him, gentlemen, how could he hare refused his con - 
sent. I have already shown that the moment I was told that it could not be 
for the interest of the Company to receive three hundred thousand pounds for 
their influence as mediators in an honorable peace which would have brought 
four hundred thousand pounds annually into the coffers of the Vizier, I submitted 
to the authority with implicit obedience though I could not chime with the 
propriety or ^risdom of the doctrine. , 

^ I should have thought myself excusable even if I had not consulted the 
Vizier on this occasion ; the fact, however, is that I did communicate all country 
correspondence to him, but His Excellency seems to have an insuperable anti- 
pathy to truth. 

** At last, perceiving that Euzullah Khan encouraged by his correspondence 
with the English assembled his forces, and daily became more formidable, I 
determined, though it was in the height of the rains, of bringing him to punish- 
ment.*’ * 

One part of this sentence, like the forfner, destroys and belies the other. 
After the setting in of the rains it was impossible Euzullah Elian could get a 
reinforcement of men ; it was impossible he could wish for them, because he 
could not even give them grain to feed upon. 

But it is demonstrable that the Vizier himself did not believe what is 
written in that paragraph ; he says the enemy were encouraged by the English, 
and yet he would make the very same English bring those whom he alledges 
they favored to punishment. 

This would indeed be an extraordinary proof of his absolute power over us, 
but it would be to carry the idea too far. The Vizier is wiser than to have 
taken an expedition depending on the support of troops supposed to be attached 
to his enemies. 


His Excellency knew perfectly that I was anxious to return to Calcutta 
and that I had determined to set off in a very few days ; if he had entertained any 
suspicion of my fidelity, would he not have gladly concealed intentions of 
moving till after my departure. 

** Ton certainly have not a map of the country, &c.” I remember inform- 
ing both the Vizier and the Committee that I would march to Nigubgur, but 
that I did not think myself authorized' to go further. His Excellency observed 
with an unbecoming air of ridicule, if Nigibgur is on the other side of the 
Ganges or of the hills, no matter, the English troops shall not go thither.*' 

Now, gentlemen, I had told him that I would go to Nigibgur; wherefore 
Ko. 89 . ® wanton display of petulence ; the im- 

. / ‘ propriety of it neither escaped the notice of his “sin- 

cere well-wisher,*' Mr. Midefleton, or of my interpreter. I pointed at it in my 
letter to the Committee, but they suffered themselves to overlook the disrespect 
to the Commander-in-Chief for getting or chusing to forget, that an indignity to 
hun. was in effect an insult to the Government. 


(( 


'"When we arrived afterwards at Duttugur and Fuzulla Khan was at the 
distance of 16 coss from us at the foot of the mountains. I determined to march 
forward and attack him ; the Colonel again delayed, 

t • clearly established by His Excellency's own letters, Ac., in a regnlae 

Cham that the overtures of accommodation made on the 18th Angmt and the 
Ko.i8.* subsequent intercourse on that subject Vas at his 

^* 4 ^*. 1 • ..t express desire ; the truth is that be never had an idea 

of attacking the enemy ; he had declared originally and invariably that his 

resolution was “to ^Am.’* . ® - ^ ^ vtwi, 


2J3 



61 


It was agreed on the 24tli to approach nearer them ; on the 26th I went 
.twelve miles to look for ground ; 27 th, a body of his troops were sent forward by 
my desire ; on the 28th the whole army advanced ; 29th, I rode twenty-eight 
miles examining the country ; 30th, the Quartermaster-General pitched on 
ground for^the Brigade to advance, to which they did on the 31st in order com- 
pletely to environ the enemy. 

2nd September, * I found that His Excellency was treating with the 

enemy that he had received a Vakeel, and you see 
* ‘ him busied in the same manner during the remain- 

der of the campaign ; after I had offered him the service of the troops to storm 
the enemies* entrenchments, you find he denied me even the liberty of reconnoi- 
tring. 

For four or five days after this, the 24th August, the conferences were 

broke off; after which Omar Cawn and two other 
****■ Sidars came from Fuzullah to me with proposals 

of peace. I asked them why they had taken such measures as to oblige me to 
march against them in the rainy season; they replied wo remained peaceably 
at the extremity of the country without any force ; but when a correspondence 
was set on foot by means of the English Chiefs, they wrote to Fuzullah Khan 
to take some step that might make it appear that he* was in a situation to 
oppose the army of the Vizier by which means his affairs would be settled. 
Encouraged by the advice of the English Chiefs, Fuzullah Khan assembled this 
number of troops and sent them to Nigibabad ; otherwise how would he have 
taken such a step.*’ 


From the 23rd August I had the least intercourse with the Rohillas till 
the 16th September, — that I wrote Fuzullah a letter by desire of the Vizier offer- 
ing him the Collectorship of Rohilcund. It was about the 14th that Omar 
Cawn and Bahadur Cawn had come to His Excellency in consequence of 
Muteghim Cawn, Abdurchman Cawn, and Meer Moghul, and others having 
been repeatedly sent to the enemies* camp to prevail with Fuzullah to send out 
some Sirdar to temporize with His Excellency. 

The story which he would put into their mouths is truly a knavish one, 
but forgeries of this kind generally detect themselves. 

Amir Cawn is a soldier, who, it is well known, has ever held the Vizier’s 
character in detestation. Bahadur Cawn is the brother-in-law of Fuzullah ; can 
wejsuppose then that these gentlemen who had come entrusted with a negocia- 
tion for their friend and for their kindred should have talked to His Excellency 
in a manner sd destitute of truth, so wide of their purpose, and, had the report 
been true, so ruinous to their interest with the English ; most certainly we can- 
not believe it. 

His Excellency makes these two Chiefs tell him ** that they had no force,” 
which was an absurdity too gross for them to have said ; he makes them charge 
Fuzullah Khan with the folly of increasing his numbers at a time when he 
could not subsist the troops he already had. His Excellency concludes ^^th 
making the Chiefs ask the question, “ how could Fuzullah have taken such a 
step as sending his troops to Negnbadad if he had not been encouraged to do it. 

It would not be more preposterous in His Excellency to represent theni 
ridiculous enough to have asked how it w'as possible that a people in want of 
food should be susceptible of hunger, the dreadful prospects of which had made 
them endeavour to collect all the grain they could before our near approach. 


C< 


' Our ioint forces marched near the encampment of Fuzullah, and prepared 
to attack it; but there was still a private intelligence between the Colonel and 
Fuzullah) encouraged by which Fuzullah rode out of his own encampment and 
cftxno to tbo Oolonol.** 

It is astonishing with what eftronlery Hia Excellency advances these 
untruths. I have already, gentlemen, informed you of all the intercourse I ever 
had with the Eohillas. I. did not write a letter to any native during the 
Ssmpaign but such as went through my interpreter. Tlmt gentleman had my 
Per8?an^8eal8 in his custody from the time I loft Benaras in march till after my 
Mtorn to Calcutta ; and I desire that he and my Secretary and every person who 
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may be stfpposed to have had any shai:B of *my confidence be called before you 
and interrogated whether they know or believe that I at any time carried on^ 
any sinister correspondence with the* enemy. 

“ The day Fuzullah came out the English troops were ready to quarrel 
with mine, &o.” It is the first time I ever heard of it. 

Colonel Leslie and Major Hannay who commanded . the advanced division 
of the army are in town, and will I am pursuaded if called upon, satisfy you 
that this allegation is totally void of foundation. I wrote to the Colonel that 
if Fuzullali would not agree to these offers, to send him away : I also sent 
Mohomed Elich Chan to explain these particulars more fully to the Colonel.” 

What explanation did so express a desire require. The Vizier’s own letter 
of the 5th October best tells why he sent his Minister : “ I sent him to enquire 
•into Fuzulla’s condition, &c. At last I saw tjiat I would displease the Colonel 
by insisting on the former conditions. I was compelled to give fourteen lacks 
add seventy-five thousand rupees of country.” 

The conclusion of my letter of the 4th October speaks for itself, — how far 
I went in this matter. “ He Fuzullah Khan hopes ye will be pleased to make 
some addition ; and I also give ye this trouble that if ye think it proper and 
advisable to comply that ye will do so ; favor Ine, however, with your pleasure 
in reply.” 

It was after Elich Chan intercession and report that His Excellency 
resolved to make a seeming increase of two lacks seventy-five thousand rupees 
to the twelve lacks formerly offered. 

You will admire His Excellency’s address and management in this busi- 
ness. • 

Instead of making a real addition to the jaghir ho gave districts which 
had till then only paid twelve lacks forty-five thousand rupees, and obliged the 
llohilla Chief to receive them at an increased valuation of fourteen lacks 
seventy-five thousand rupees ; so that in fact His Excellency only made an addi- 
tion of forty-five thousand rupees to the twelve lacks offered in his letter of the 
3rd October, and in place of a settlement of fourteen lacks seventy-five thou- 
sand Fuzullah got only a jaghir of twelve lacks forty-five thousand rupees. 

** Briefly, after a great deal of trouble and argument, this affair was thus 
settled, that Fuzullah Khan should give me fifteen lacks of rupees and take 
a country amounting to fourteen lacks seventy-five thousand rupees. Youjwill 
consider that when these conferences were set on foot the Colonel observed 
to me that Fuzullah had one lack and some thousand gold mohurs, and one 
lack of rupees amounting to fifteen or sixteen lacks, of which I should take 
half ; b\rt afterwards when the affair was settled, Fuzullah Khan gave me fifteen 
lacks of rupees : consider, then, if Fuzullah was only possessed of this much, 
would he have given me all his property.” 

The first and only enquiry regarding the llohilla Chief’s riches was in 
consequence of the Nabob’s own desire of the 5 th October; and according to the 
account given in by Fuzullah Khan he had near 25 lacks in money besides his 
jewels and effects. 

The argument to give the jaghir for the fourteen lacks seventy-five thou- 
sand rupees was signed on the 7th October, but the stipulation for the fifteen 
lacks in lieu of half of the effects did not take place till the 16th. 

The Vizier purposely omitted mention of the effects to leave room for the 
after game, which he put in practice, insomuch that although the llohilla 
repeatedly offered to deliver over half of his effects of every kind on oath, the 
Nabob declined to receive them ; hence Fuzullah was necessitated to agree to 
give a sum of money nearly equal to two-thirds of all his fortune ; for His 
Excellency not only took fifteen lacks, but the helpless Chief was ^liged to 
pay away his gold mohirs at a great discount, the Vizier allowing only 16 J 
Berilly rupees for each, although I have been assujred that they usually pass in 
that country for about twenty Berilly rupees. The Nabob therefore owes his 
getting so large a share of the unhappy Fuzullah’s fortune to His Excellency’s 
chicane not to his own justice. 
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^ After the conclusion of the peaoe. His Excellency says ** then the follovr- 

proposition was made to me that I should take twenty lacks from EuzuUah 
and give him the whole Rohilla country.'*, 

I never heard of such a proposition. 

** Eefore I marched from Bissonly, Mr. Roberts came to me from the Colonel 
and informed me that conferences for an accommodation with Euzullah were on 
foot and that it was adviseable I shouldjagree to thorn. My friend, this is ‘called 
giving advice in Hindostan.’ I think this is for the best you must do so. When 
the English Chiefs are continually sending me these messages, how could I 
refuse to satisfy them.” 

Why docs His Excellency lead us back to Bissonly ; we have seen the whole 
that passed there. We have seen that he rejected the overtures : nay in the very 
letter under consideration ho says “ hut when 1 gave him a clear answer and 
absolutely refused my consent, ^c.,** and yet in another place he has the 
modesty to ask “ how could I refuse to satisfy the English Chiefs, &c.” Strange 
incongruity endeavoring by a studied confusion of times and circumstances to 
make the effects of low cunning supply the want of truth and reason. “ In 
the like manner the several letters which the Colonel caused me to write at the 
conclusion of this affair I gave out of respect to him.” 

I am greatly indebted to His Excellency for professions, but cannot say 
that I have ever had occasion to thank him for any real mark of respect. 
His Excellency in particular owed me no respect of the nature he mentions 
here : for although he applied to me at Bissonly, when .his shameful conduct 
rendered him odious over all the country, when he was spoken of with irrever- 
ence even by his own slaves, for a letter or testimony under my hand in his 
vindication, I declined giving it. 

Therefore it is improbable that His Excellency's politeness in repugnance 

to his conviction would carry him so far as to pay 
** me a compliment which my regard for truth had 

made me deny to him. 

It was matter of no moment whether I had received the letter of the 16th 
of October or not; those which His Excellency addressed to me so frequently 
during the course of the negotiation being very sufficient to shew that I was 
guided by his pleasure. 

I therefore owe nothing to His Excellency's respect for me, but I owe 
much to that part of the Board’s instructions w'hich directed me to do nothing 
material without requiring His Excellency’s desire in writing ; for if I had not 
got that “ necessary precaution f as it was emphatically called, by those who 
know His Excellency better than I did, it is probable I should have trusted too 
much to bis word, and not have had these written authorities to produce in 
support of my conduct. 

There cannot be a more striking instance of his meanness than the present, 
in order as he apprehends the better to gloss over the immemorable liberties 
he has taken with trufh, he has laid aside all the dignity of a man, and con- 
descended to subject himself to the opinion of being thought a dupe. 

On the same system he might say that the letter whieh he addressed to 

Mr. Hastings promising the forty lacks to the Com- 
. ■ pany was mere matter of courtesy ; indeed we have 

detected him in endeavoring to falsify that letter. 

I foretold as early as April 1774, about the time we entered the Rohilla 
........... . 1 . ^ ' country, how His Excellency would act regarding 

17th April — Letter to the Governor, j.i j ^ ^ ^ 

that money. 

With respect to the refusal of •two Battalions to accompany* him to his 
Suhah, hp asked for none ; he desired the Brigade, or at least two Battalions, 

* might be left at Sukertal, which I refused, but not 

without assigning reasons that appeared sufficient 
to His Excellency. 

•• ** An English gentleman plundered a Chief in my army of a palanquin and 
pair of looking glasses, &o.” 
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The easy temper of this Chief in suffering himself to be robbed with impn* 
nity is not perfectly consistent with the character of heroism and independent, 
spirit which His Excellency would elsewhere attribute to his Sirdars. 

The Vizier would bring our troops even under a level with his own Banditti ; 
and truly His Excellency has exemplidcd the depredations of the English by an , 
instance worthy of himself. It is painful to follow him through his jumble 
of untruth and inconsistencies ; but as this accusation is derogatory to the 
character of English officers, it becomes necessary to enquire into the story of 
the Chief of the Mirrors. 

The palanquin alluded to was said to have been lost on the 23rd April on 
the field of battle. 

Whilst His Excellency was exalting over the pale head of Hufez, whilst 
we should suppose that joy at his success had entirely occupied his mind, wo 
find it susceptible of meanness ; for the very next' day after the action he com* 
plained of the loss his Sirdar had met with, and alleged that the articles taken 
from him were in the possession of some person belonging to the 10th Battalion 
of Sepoys. 

In consequence of this representation I directed one of my Aide-de-camp 
„ to write a note to Captain Bevan desiring the palan* 

* quin might be delivered up if it could be found. 


Caftain Bevan addressed himself in answer to Captain Allen Macpubrson, Aide-de- 
^ Camp* 

Sir, — ** ]!kfy Commandant yesterday took the shell of a palanquin cut in 
two in three places, from which circumstance I should imagine it is not the 
one meant ; however I have ordered him to deliver it to the bearer agreeable to 
the Commander-in-Chief’s orders, which you will please to acquaint him of,” 

** The Nabob’s people kept the said shell : notwithstanding which His Excel- 
lency sent me another message concerning the palanquin, and my Aide«de«Camp 
wrote a second time to Captain Bevan. 

“ The Nabob has again spoke to the Colonel upon the subject of the palan- 
gj ^[uin, I before wrote you about, and persists that 

“■ ’ it is in the possession of some one of your 

Battalion.” , 

The Commander-in-Chief therefore directs that you will be pleased to 
order it to be delivered up to the bearer, who is to have permission to go into 
the lines of your Battalion to show you where it is.** 


Captain Bevan replied : — 

Sir , — ** You will please to acquaint the Oommander-in-Chief that I have 
, gj given the Nabob’s man permission to go through 

my lines ; and if there is any palanquin there, that he 
can lay proper claim to. I wtU order it to be delivered to him ; but at the same 
time must request that as the palanquin 1 formerly sent was not the one required, 
it may be returned to my Commandant whose property it is.” 

I heard nothing more concerning any palanquin, excepting that a consider- 
able time afterwards some of the Nabob's people impudently forced from a 
servant of Ensign Ramsay’s a palanquin bamboo, which it was found belonged 
to that officer. 

This is another circumstance that may well serve to illustrate the degree 
of insolence at which even the Nabob’s menial servants had arrived. 

** Whenever the English army encamped they committed such violences in 
all the villages around them as to render them quite desolate, &o. My friend, 
these, these things were the wealth of these poor ptople ** — poor people ind^d 
who were unfortunate enough to qpme under the iron grasp of Soujah. 
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Though such a liberty with the discipline of the troops is one of thos& 
extravagancies which carries its own.discredit along with it, yet it is such a reflect 
tionon the English army and on me as Commander-in-Chief , that 1 must request 
of you,^ gentlemen, to call upon Colonel ^ailliez. Major Mackenzie, and other 
field officers of the 2nd Brigade, to give you a report upon honor of the beha- 
viour of the troops during the Bohilla war- 

It may not in the meantime be improper to observe that on our way from 
Shawbad to Pulibeet, it was usual to send safeguards to the villages contiguous 
to head-quarters, to preserve them from destruction ; but the moment the Sepoys 
were witlulrawn to proceed on their march, the villages were set on flames by 
way of Bonfire for His Excellency. 

Afterwards, when we were cantoned at Bissonly, many jemadars who 
resided at the distance of ten, twenty and thirty miles, very frequently sent to 
entreat for even one Sepoy to protect them ; and though they could not always 
be supplied, it is suflGlcient to sho^ the opinion which the natives entertained of 
our troops. 

Besides my Aide-dc-Camps, who had the chai’ge of detaching these Sepoys, 
several other ofRoei*s in town are perfectly acquainted with these circumstances. 

The apprehensions with which His Excellency says his mind was agitated 
and the dreadful suppositions he has made in oi*der to give an ideal proof of his 
fidelity to the English by an imaginary slaughter of thousands of his own troops 
is too chimerical to deserve any notice. 

But we cannot forget that his people, after his own example, by an un- 
pardonable arrogance of deportment, often put the temper and patience of the 
English to trial. A daring instance of which happened to Lieutenant Chas. 
Eorbes, who in the presence of another gentleman and several of our Sepoys 
was told by an officer of the Nabob’s that ho would be tlie means of His Excel- 
lency’s not only having his (Mr. Forbes’) coat strip from bis back, but bis ears 
cut off. 

Such insolence was well calculated to ferment the minds of our troops, and 
an officer of less discretion than Mr. Forbes would have cut down the miscreant, 
yet the Vizier never gave the least satisfaction for the indignity, and it is well 
known that iny servants have been beat and my baggage thrown on the ground 
by the Nabob’s people. 

His Excellency is very unseasonable in bis railling regarding the unfor- 
tunate family of Hafez : and there is a palpable impertinence towards me in his 
^ ^ manner of expression, although he could not com- 

’ mand the winds he had in his power to have treated 

the captives with tenderness ; he could have ordered it so that these illustrious 
prisonci-s should not have been distressed for food or payment ; yet the truth 
is that they were covered with vermin, were reduced to the stivere necessity 
of making supplications for private charities, and actually received alms from 
several gentlemen. 

But the Minutes which my A id e-de-Camp took down from reports of trusty 
Harcarrahs stationed for the purpose of bringing faithful intelligence regarding" 
^ the prisoners, will speak more plainly their miser- 

Mo. sz-b'. able situation, and at the same time prove how 

moderate I was when under examination on these 
• SoeMw. paper mnrkcd B. suhjects, and how Tcluctant I liave hitherto been to 
Seeaiaoa „ „ B. enlarge on the excess of the Nabob.* 

His behaviour to the families of Mabulla Cawn, and his brother Fitte XJlah 
Cawu, who possessed a country of about 20 lacks of rupees per annum, was yet 
more criminal. 

Before the commencement of the war be corresponded with them ; and 
upon his assurances of protection and friendship they remained at peace in 
Bissonly. the capital of their district ; he wrote to them on the 23rd of March in 
these wwds : — 

** I have received your address, the particulars of which are clearly under- 

* stood, ye are very dear to me, and have been long 
**• ’ . impressed on my heart. . I therefore write that ye 
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)uay remain in your own possessions in Bissonly in perfect secnrity, and raise no 
commotions ; to what I write hereafter you will act conformably, and you 
will soothe and satisfy all Hohillas who are disposed to obey me. By the favor 
of God no one shall receive injury; the families of Hohillas I regard as my* 
own ;* let all remain in their habitations.** 

* Such wa8 the Vizier's rceard for tbe Hohillss, ami such his retrsrd for htimanity that he refased to give any 
aisiitaDce oiiher in tratiNporiing ibeir wounded to our hospitals or hurrying their dotid. 

On the 4th of April Ilis Excellency addressed them as follows : — 

“ Previous to this Murgolawn Mahomed Cawn will have arrived w'ith you 

and made you acquainted with whatever was neces- 
° ‘ saty. By the hleasing of God there is not the 

smallest differenne between us, nay there is the firmest friendship^ and all will 
be well; regarding the devastation of your country, I have avoided marching 
through it, remain perfectly at ease w'here you are ; whatever is befitting will 
be performed on my part, and all will bo well. It is necessary you regard me 
as a friend in this affair : whatever Murgolawn Mahomed Cawn has engaged for, 

I will not depart from.” 

Subsequent to the above letter His Excellency sent a letter to the said 
Chiefs and to their mother, the Begum, in these terms : — 

“Your address is received; what you write that Murgolawn Cawn is 
gg arrived and has related all parliculars; and that 

■ ye w'ill act agreeably thereto relying firmly' on my 

friendship, it is clearly understood, it is manifest that I have long had true regard 
for your 1 amities, and now that you renew our former union all will most 
certainly be w'^ell. Nothing shall be wmnting on my part for your benefit, for 
I wish for you* good and prosperity. I arn now mai'ching by your boundaries 
by way of Cundsoroon, &c. It behoves that you remain at home in perfect 
security and firm to your agreements.’* 

Upon the faith of these letters the deduled Chiefs remained in their habi- 
tations in full confiderice of being treated as friends by the Nabob and being 
left undisturbed in their possessions. 

The moment he arrived at Bissonly, however, they were put into rigorous 
confinement, denied access to their i'amilif's, robbed of their property, and 
themselves and their women treated not only with dishonor and indignity but 
even with cruelty. 

The unhappy Chiefs preferred frequent complaints to mo in the most 
moving terms, and sent the Kabob*s original letters to prove how much he had 
deceived them. 

“ He has deprived us of our country of our riches and even of our honor, and 
No. 62 . not satisfied with that he is going to send us 

27tb May. prisoiiers to Pizabad. We desire no country, no 

riches, no houses, hut at Bissonly are, the tombs of our noble ancestors ; near 
them under some shade we beg permission to spend the remainder of our days 
as faqueers,*’ 

“ Relying on the Vizier’s promises we remained in this country, otherwise 
No. 66. w'e should have tied as the other Chiefs did and 

3rd June. havc preserved our characters and honors ; these he 

has taken away with our effects, and how he has dishonored us is known to all.’* 

It was this deceitful conduct, this inhuman treatment that filled the 
minds of all the fugitive Chiefs with such a distrust and detestation of the 
Nabob. 

• 

And although my representations of the distresses of the family of Hafez 
were ungraciously received, and 1 am sorry to say gave me but little e^ourage- 
ment to plead the cause of the unhappy, yet I regret exceedingly that I have 
so long suppressed my inclinations of endeavoring to alleviate the misfortunes of 
the much injured Chiefs to whom these letters were addressed, and who as well 
as. the family of Hafez I have good reason to believe are even now stinted <«jr>f 
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the necessaries of life ; and when I was on the way down I received the afPectr 
ing accounts of the death of twenty- ft ve^ of these ill-fated prisoners since their 
arrival at Allahabad for want of sustenance. 

5 

** Whoever has lost a father and brotlfcr in war, has fallen from the dignity 
of a throne, and, become a prisoner, will undoubtedly suffer much misery.*’ The 
analogy between the stile of this paragraph and a letter which I received some 
time ago from another quarter on the same subject is worthy of observation. 

We grant that the fall of a father, and of a brother, and the loss of a 
throne, were sufficient causes for impressing the souls of the family of Hafez 
with sorrow, but what shall we think of that unfeeling man who added cruelty 
to the burthen of their affections ? What shall wo say of him who in violation 
of all ffiith, ill breach of every sacred tie under the artful mask of dissembled 
friendship, not only robbed the fami'y of Doondy Cawn of their throne, but 
even dispoilcd them -of their honor, and not contented with depriving them 
of their lilx'rty, has embittered tlte draught of their misfortunes by unexampled 
severity iu their bondage. 

You find these unhappy people in the utmost dread, lest the Nabob should 
hoar of tlieir complaint; let me, therefore, hope and entreat, gentlemen, that 
whatever it may he your pleasure to do in their favor may he so ordered and 
concerted as that they may not ho exposed to the implacable resentment of 
Sujah. 

Towards the conclusion of the Nabob’s letter we find mention made of 
Colonel MacLean. I have been hitherto much at a loss to account for that 
gentleman’s expedition to the army, and more so to divine the causes of his 
speedy return. 

Ho quitted his hudgerow at Buxar, and in fifteen days, including those he 
halted, arrived at our encampment in the extremity of the Hohilla country, 
having travelled about six hundred miles in nine days. He had hardly got to 
Camp when he talked of leaving it. If he had not been so much on wing, I 
should have supposed that he came up in the way of his duty ; hut deferring 
the controlling of accounts till some future opportunity he set off again in a 
very few days. In thirty -two hours he reached Bissonly, distant above 14 
miles from our camp ; hut having overtaken the Nabob and Mr, JMiddleton 
there, he found it convenient to abate of his haste, made easy jouruies, and 
accompanied Ilis Excellency to Eucknow. 

It is not obvious what business Colonel MacLean, either in the character 
of Commissary-General of Stores or Controller-General of Accounts, could 
have with tho»Vizier; yet if Ilis Excellency had said that he had been consult- 
ing Mr. Macleane on .establishment of that nature or on subjects connected 
with his office, I should have been willing to have thought so. 

But when he declares that lie lias been conversing with Colonel MacLean, 
Vjho was an entire stranger to him, on matter totally foreign to that gentle- 
man’s department, when I consider that I received no intimation from the 
Presid(?nt regarding Colonel MacLean’s expedition, that he did not trouble 
himself with the duties of his office, wdiicli was the only pretence he liad for 
his journey, when I consider that the Governor had been solicitous to prevent 
the gentlemen of the army from having access to the Vizier, and that notwith- 
standing a positive prohibition against any officer’s visiting the Nabob without 
my permission. Colonel MacLean had a particular and private introduction to 
him. In short, when his hurry to join the army, his abrupt departure, his rapid 
journey to Bissonly, his sudden and extraordinary intimacy with the Vizier, 
his private conferences with His Excellency as a bosom friend, his courteous 
jaunt to Lucknow, his posting from thence in ten days, and arriving at Calcutta 
nearly about the same time with the Vizier’s letter, I say, when these and other 
circumstances are considered collectively, I cannot help tliiuking it impossible 
that all could be accident. It is not easy to develope transactions of this nature, 
hut His ^Excellency was ill-advised when he wrote — “I have related all 
more particularly to Colonel MacLean, who wdll inform you of them ’* ; this 
uogus^ed sentenco reflects h great deal of light, and the veil is no longer more 
theai a cobweb. 

213 



68 


. I am concerned that His Excellency took the liberty of treating Colonel 
MacLean so ungracefully as to make him tlie vehicle of such malevolence and 
calumny, and I am exceedingly surprized that tlie gentleman could condescend 
to become an agent in such a business. At all events it would have been no' 
more than candid in Colonel MacLean when ha did me the favor of desiring 
to audit my bills, before the resignation of his office, to have informed me of 
these manauvrings. 

“ Mr. Middleton will also write you on these subjects. 1 consult him on all 
affairs.” 

Here His Excellency has removed the curtain entirely ; and althotigh he 
has not perhaps brought forth all • the characters w'ho were busied behind it, 
yet such liints have escaped him, as leave us very little at a loss for the com- 
plete dramatis personae. 

** I am very much pleased with Mr. Middleton’s good conduct ; he is a very 
sensible intelligent man, and a very sincere well-wisher of mine.” 

If I did not think favorably of Mr. Middleton, I should bo induced from 
His Excellency’s mode of expression to believe that the one had agreed to 
sound the elogium of the other. 

** I have been spoken to on this subject by the Colonel, who says that Mr. 
Middleton was appoin^ted to collect the money -due to the Company ; and that 
he has no business to interfere in any other matter.” 

This paragraph bears so little connection with the preceding parts of the 
letter that it seems rather introduced as a complaint of Mr. Middleton’s than of 
His Excellency. 

It is true I thought Mr. Middleton rather officious, and I repeatedly 
declared that he had no business with Military affairs ; but as I afterwards had 
it, under a respectable signature, that the young gentleman did not concern 
himself in sucli matters, I was willing till now to have persuaded myself 
that I had been mistaken. 

I would gladly suppose Mr. Middleton did not intend any disrespect to me 
by his interferences w ith the province of the Cora mander-in-Chief, and although 
I am ignorant of what he has w^ritten on the subject which llis ICxccllency 
mentions, I trust that it is perfectly consistent with his sentibients of the 
Vizier, of whom I must do Mr. Middleton the justice to say he entertains a 
very proper opinion. 

“ I have had so many proofs of His Excellency’s deviating from trutlr^ as 
„ well as violating his promise, that I know not how 

No, 07 - * 

to believe his assurances. 

With these sentiments of Mr. Middleton’s I should close this address, 
gentlemen, but that I find it necessary to trouble you yet a little further. 

Since my arrival in town I have been told that it w'as unfortunate the 
Kobilla w'ar was not concluded “ a month earlier.*’ Whether this was intended 
as a supplement to the Vizier’s letter I know not, but I consider the con- 
nection very strong. 

W'hen I left Calcutta to go on the late expedition the members of adminis- 
tration declared they would tJiiuk it fortunate if the war could be finished ** in 
two yeurs.” Observe what happened ; seven-eighths of the Eohilla country was 
conquered and in the undisturbed possession of the Vizier, and the Company’s 
engagements to His Excellency fully performed, in loss than three weeks from 
the commencement of the war. 

He was in the collection of three-eighths of the country more than it was 
necessary to.put into his hands, in order to have entitled us to the 40 lacks. 

The second campaign, in which upon the authority of the late administra- 
tion themselves, I d3ny the Company were under any obligation ot being a 
party, w'as finished in two months. 

In fine the articles of peace were signed in little more than five months 
from he beginning of the war, including a recess of three months, whichwo 
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had at Bissonly; yet the very same gentlemen who hn^ allotted two years for, 
this business, and these gentlemen only, are now dissatisfied that it was not' 
oonoluded “ a month earlier.*' 

And why, because in that case these tmnsactions might possibly have been 
less attended to, but wherefore slur over measures in this manner, or how could 
it be expected they should escape unnoticed : the public have for some time been 
very observant of, and very minute in their enquires regarding, the transactions 
in this country. 

"Whenever the administration of a commercial body takes upon them* 
selves a military character they become responsible for their conduct not only 
to their immediate constituents but to the State. 

The guardians of the glory of Britian are over on the watch lest any stain 
should bo brought on the honor of the Empire. 

The principles upon which the Bohilla war was undertaken, the mode on 
which the Vizier chose to conduct it, could not pass unobserved. 

Wo may well say of the British that they are the modern Romans : their 
Senate could never overlook the prostitution of the national honor in subjecting 
a British General to the command of an Infidel Prince. 

If these measures w'ere improper, the conclusion of the war sooner or 
later could not justify them. 

I have in the preceding part of this address clearly shewn that there was 
no unnecessary delay on my part ; and I must here beg leave to transcribe a 
letter which I wrote to the Governor under date the 11th October— 

Had there appeared any urgent necessity of pressing upon the Rohillas 
immediately after our arrival at PeterguiT, it is probable that notwith- 
standing the scruples which I entertained with regard to the extent of my 
authority, I should not have been able to have overcome my inclinations of 
attacking. But as the Marattas supposing a certainty of their intentions 
to disturb the Vizier, eould not reach the Doab earlier than December, as the 
Rohillas were shut up and could only receive scanty supplies from the country 
between the hills as a delay in the attack of course subjected them to greater 
distress, and tended to weaken and render them less capable of taking advan- 
tage of the strength of their situation, as it would have been highly imprudent 
to enter the jungle which surround them till after the heavy fall of rain usual 
at the equinox, as the attack, supposing it most successful, could have only 
made the enemy retire further into the countries between the hills, as this 
would have entirely defeated the Vizier's intentions of crushing or making 
the Rohillas his friends before any other power could make head against him, 
as the natural strength of the enemy’s post would put the credit of the Com- 
pany's arms to the test, as the small share of reputation which I have had the 
good fortune of acquiring in the course of long service was at stake, as I 
could not have assured myself of approbation in case I had risked the attack 
and had failed, as the Vizier very earnestly and from the most prudential 
motives wished to re-establish friendship with Euzulla Khan, and as I was for 
some time ill of a severe indisposition ; in short. Sir, as there did not appear a 
single reason in favor of an earlier advance than was made, and as on the 
contrary every consideration that could weigh with me, either as a General or 
in a political view, argued very* strongly against any attack at all, I am perfectly 
satisfied with the issue which matters have had ; and it is my firm liope and 
wish that the honorable and speedy conclusion to which the Rohilla war has 
been brought may give you sincere pleasure and add to that reputation which 
you have so justly acquired in your administration." 

And I repeat it, gentlemen, that no occurrence brought more Credit to that 
administration than the hon’ble period put to the Rohilla war, which has in 
some mdhsure done away the reproach that so was wantonly brought upon the 
English name, I am confident that even a few of the reasons urged in the 
above letter would carry to any unprejudiced mind a conviction of the pro- 
of my conduct, but viany others might be added. 
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The Engineer had informed me in his discription of the road to Lalldang 
*that there was no ground for encampment within less than 16 miles, and that 
there was not a drop of water nearer the enemy’s post than 12 miles. 

In 'a subsequent letter he obseigred, ** the people we haTe been among are 

strong and robust, they seem not tp be affected by 
° their present situation, are of a haughty and inde< 

pendent temper, and consider their Sardars more as kinsmen than Commanders.*’ 

The gentlemen of the late administration may have been more able poli- 
ticians, they must have known better than I could, how to make up the Com- 
pany’s investment, but it can be no compliment to myself to say that I was 
the best judge how to conduct military operations. 

Very long experience had taught me to know that a close attack with 
sepoys ought if possible to be avoided, because it has hitherto been impracti- 
cable to make them keep their order, and preserve their fire. 

I have very often been an eye-witness of their misconduct in that particu- 
lar, and had a recent and remarkable proof of it on the 23rd of April, when one 
of the Battalions sent from the second lino to drive off a body of the enemy 
who galled our right flank, fell into immediate disorder, and fired in the air 
twenty deep, although they had an European oflRccr to every division, and were 
in an open plain, wlmt then was to bo expected* in the jungles. 

One should imagine too that a scarcity of ammunition might bo admitted 
as a good reason why an officer should be cautious of engaging an enemy. 

I carried a much larger quantity to the field than the regulations 
gg allowed carriage for, and yet we had no more than 

^ ■ 45 rounds per man when we left Bissonly in the 

height of the rstins. I had made indents to the several magazines for supplies to 
arrive with the army in duo time for opening the campaign at the usual season ; 
and on the 24th J uly in consequence of the resolution of taking the field in the 

rains, I directed Eieutenant-Colonel Muir to for- 
*’■ ^ ' ward 100,000 rounds of musket ammunition from 

Chunar to Ramgaut ; and although that attentive officer took every possible 
measure to expedite its arrival, yet the ammunition did not reach the place of 
destination till the campaign was over, owing to the rapidity and force of the 
current. 

I had applied to the Vtzier very frequently, as Mr. Middleton* w^ell knows 
No. 71 . for the loan of as much lead as would make a 

• See also a paper marked M. 100,000 muskct balls ; yet I never could get one 

ounce from His Excellency, so that we really had not ammunition enough for 
the attack, much less a provision for the event of a retreat. 

The troops had been neglected by the Vizier, and were greatly discontented ; 
the consequence of disorder amongst them threatened destruction to us all. The 
Vizier’s uniform plan was to have starved the enemy into terms ; my inclinations 
to mercy were proportioned to that degree of odium which our concern in the 
Rohilla prosecution had brought upon us. The idea 1 had formed upon the 
faith of good intelligence of the strength of the enemy’s post made me believe our 
success would be very precarious ; and the opinions of the Engineers, which I 
afterwards took, will satisfy ypu, gentlemen, that it was fortunate we were not 
obliged to risk the reputation of our arms and all the advantages we had 
gained so unnecessarily. • 

lieutenant Bruce, whose opinion of the spirit and disposition of the 
yg Rohillas you have seen, talking of their post, says : 

** From this the road leads directly under the hills to 
a second passage over the Suvassa, where from the heights a handfuU qf resolute 
men are capable of opposing a considerable army*' To the southward of the 
river lies the spot where the families of the Rohillas resided ; but before we 
cordd reach that it would have been absolutely necessary to have ghined the 
summit of the surrounding hills : the slaughter that would have been the 
consequence of such an attempt if we consider that .the Rohillas were fighting 
for their families must undoubtedly have been dreadfiiU 
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Captain Penman expresses himself thus — ** l^n order to ^in this post it is> 
yg necessary to ford the rivpr several times, and as the 

banks are very high and steep, and covered with 
•trees and jungles, the passages might, be disputed with great advantages to the 
Bohillas. The natural strength of this’ post is greater than can well be 
described, and^ am confident that a handful of resolute men might baffle the 
attempts of the most daring assailiants, nor could anything in my humble 
opinion be more dangerous than to lead a body of native troops to such an 
attack, as I have always understood, that it is almost impossible to prevent 
Sepoys from throwing away their fire, by which means they would of course 
fall a sacrifice.’* 

Por a further illustration of this subject, I produce copies of the plans 
taken by these two Engineers and of their opinions at large. 

Even the fullest instructions from the Select Committee, wliich by the way 
let me observe, I did not receive till after the peace, did not authorize me to 

E roceed into the hill countrj^at all, and yet the enemy were actually entrenched 
etween the hills. 

The desire of satisfying the Vizier however, and my wishes of obliging 
those whom I knew supported His Excellency, had prevailed on me to go much 
greater lengths than perhaps I ought to have done. f 

I had acquainted the Committee on the 17th of August of the Vizier’s 
being in possession of Petergurr, &c. ** The main body of the Rohillas, said 

still to consist of about forty thousand, are penned up at Lalldang within 
sixteen coss of us, &c.’* 

In answer the Committee were pleased to express themselves thus — 

♦‘The service being completed wherein the Brigade was engaged under 
your command, a repetition of our thanks is duo to you, and to the troops 
who effected it, &c.’* 

This, gentlemen, although they were advised of the enemy’s being within 
so short a distance of us, they again pronounced the service completed. 

I beg your attention to the situation in which the receipt of this letter 
placed me. 

,When it came to hand I was within six coss of the enemy ; and let the 
event have been what it would, I must have pushed forward if the Rohillas 
had persisted ih declining the Vizier’s offers. 

What would have been the consequence if the army had been repulsed or 
greatly thinned, which must have been the case oven on the most favorable 
supposition. Would not the above paragraph been laid hold of to throw the 
whole upon my shoulders. 

The Company would have had great reason to say, “ our administration 
made a strange bargain with the Vizier, and our Commander-in-Ohief has been 
obstinate in servility.” “ Our President stipulated that we should receive forty 
lacks if an agreement took place between Soujah and the Rohillas; we wore to 
receive forty lacks if half the Rohilla country was conquered and we are to 
receive no more for subduing the whole.” 

** Our administration declared the forty lacks to be duo in May ; payment 
was demanded early in June, and yet a second expedition was undertaken, and 
approved of without any regard to our interest, or making any new stipulation 
for our advantage.” 

Not content with reducing the whole country, our Commander*in-Chief 
took upora himself, even after the administration had a second time declared the 
service to be completed, to embark in a dangerous undertaking ; and without 
the shadow of advantage to us, has precipitated our army to destruction and 
enda*«ered even our existeqee in Indostan; such would very naturally be the 

2i7 



72 


‘language of the gentlemen in the direction ; had their army been* repelled, or 
had they even been victorious at the expence of a great number of lives 
unnecessarily thrown away ; and I mu§t confess that I tliink their highest indig- 
nation would be most justly excited., 

Supposing, however, our success out of question, and thtft the Hohillas 
had all been cut off, wbat benefit would have derived, what profit to the Com- 
pany. 

The administration had declared the forty lacks due in May, and they 
were not to reap any further advantage, but admitting for a moment that the 
gentlemen in Leaden-Hall Street were of so forgiving a disposition as to over- 
look the neglect of the Company’s interest, would they not be incensed at the 
wanton sacrifice of above one hundred thousand lives. 

The language of the British Senate on such an occasion would be very 
serious. “ We condescended to admit of your, keeping a military force for the 
preservation of your factories and the protection o^your trade ; you have abused 
our indulgences, have entered into an unprovoked war, have hired out His 
Majesty’s "subjects for your private emolument, and to crown all have brought 
an undelible stain on your country by the massacre of an innocent people.” 

The Company ^ould throw the blame upon their administration, and 
these gentlemen woiild endeavour to transfer it to the Commander-in-Chief. 

I thank God that it is out of their power. I have often successfully fought 
the battles of the Company, and have acquired them riches and to myself 
renown. I have been the asserter of their neglected rights. I have been merci- 
fully disposed towards a persecuted people, and I have endeavoured to alleviate 
the affliction of the miserable and unhappy. I have stood forth for the honor 
of humanity, and for the glory of my King and of my country. 

If these arc crimes, gentlemen, permit me to stand condemned, and worse 
than death let the sentence be dishonor. But if these are not crimes, let those 
beware who have wantonly accused mo of their being so. 

I should now, gentlemen, offer an apology for the proloxity of this address, 
but that would be to spin it out longer. I have an apology to make, but it ia 
of a very different nature ; it is for that implicit submission bordering I am 
afraid on extreme humility which I manifested towards the Vizier, and towards 
those who supported him. 

Military men have in this country stood always in a disagreeable pre*hica- 
ment. Lorded over by every young man who could scrawl a waste-book or post 
a ledger, the soldiers’ fire was smothered, or if from any officer a spark of 
liberty broke forth, those gentlemen grown up to Councillors pronounced his 
fate, — dismission. 

And although such a fate could not prevail on me to act in any manner 
inconsistent with honor, yet it must be allowed that such consideration would 
weigh much with every man of prudence who had dedicated his life to the 
service, and had been habituated to the obedience of many orders repugnant 
to his own feelings. I will not trespass longer on your patience, gentlemen. To 
conclude therefore. 

It is an easy matter to accuse ; but allegations unsupported as the Vizier's 
fall of themselves. Conscious that no man was ever more injuriously aspersed 
than I have been, and sensible of the disrepute into which His Excellency has 
irrecoverably plunged himself, it might perhaps be enough for me to have said 
I defy the slander, and it is not incumbent upon me to prove a negative. 

It too frequently happens that the most irreproachable are thus maliciously 
accused ; and though they cannot be formally condemned, yet I am afraid the 
generality of mankind are so prone to think ungenerously of their falowt, that 
innocent men often lay under the most unjust imputations; happy he who in 
such a situation can put his hand on his breast and say all is quiet, all is 
serenity within. 
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rgrtasately for me however, goptlomen, on this oooasion, I have been able 
to stand forth, I have bearded the ealumniator. and have brought such a load 

*of truth upon his back as shall make the burthen irksome. 


Port ‘William, 
The 30tJt January 1775. 


} 


A. CHAMPION. 


Copy of a letter from the Nabob Vizier. 

The day I arrived at 'Pulibeet Harrearrahs brought me woi’d that people 
of the English going into the city caused disturbances there ; on this I sent a 
message by Shaich ShufEunlah that it was necessary to forbid this. Colonel 
Champion returned reply that be would place English troops on the gates. I 
rejoined that it was by no means necessary, and therefore to defer and forbid it. 
Colonel Champion, then coming to me, said the English gentlemen say there 
are four crore of rupees in the Port, of wl»ich the troops must have some, and 
for this purpose is all this argument : therefore three English gentlemen and 
three persons on your part going into Pulibeet shall take an account of the 
effects. . • f 

I said that this was a new matter and which had not been agreed upon 
between us, to which the Colonel replied, if you will not comply with this pro- 
posal, there will be disturbance in the English camp. 

On hearing this I discovered that Colonel Champion was forced into this 
measure, and that he could not help it ; therefore from friendship to him, I said 
no more on the subject ; hut that weighing the matter, I would comply with it 
the next day. After this the Colonel wrote me that it was necessary to send the 
persons into the city. Then when I saw he was thus hasty, though in the 
heat of noon, I went to Colonel Champion, and asked him what gentlemen 
would go into Pulibeet. On which, calling Mr. Murray, Colonel l^esslie, and 
Major Hannay, before me, he said these are the three gentlemen who will go 
and take the account. I said between Mr. Hastings and me there is no agree- 
ment to this purport ; and from the first there will be no more than four or 
five thousand rupees in Pulibeet ; but supposing there should be treasure, what 
business have the gentlemen with it, for never was anything of this kind 
granted before ; “ to this Mr. Murray said to me, previous to this the war was with 
the’*Marrattas, in which no country, &c., was in question, on which account 
nothing of this kind was urged ; but now if people from the Eimlish don*t go 
into the Port, the Sepoy will plunder the whole country.*’ The Colonel hearing 
this reproved him, saying, ** this discourse is not proper.” After this I said 
** though this matter is not in my agreement it is of no consequence, give me 
the sum I am to pay to Mr. Hastings for this business, in lieu of which take 
what you say is in Pulibeet, and give me a receipt.” To this no reply was 
returned, but they remained fixed in their resolution. After this I observed that 
if English people went now into Pulibeet, in future to whatever city or place 
we went the same debate vould ensue. In reply they said that it should not 
be the case at anjLptUer place ; it was for this place onljr they debated. On this, 
speaking to Major Hannay, I said, “ this once is immaterial ; to satisfy the gentle- 
men I will be silent ; but this I declare if henceforward at any place similar 
demands are made I will quit the country as it is, and return to my own.” 
Major Hannay telling what I said to Colonel Lesslie in .English, Colonel 
Lesslie addressing himself to Colonel Champion said in English well, well, that 
is good, good, for though I do not understand English, I have particular reasons 
for saying I am right in this particular. I told the gentlemen that sending people 
could only be productive of acquiring a bad name, hut that for their satisfac- 
tion I yielded. . Finally these gentlemen went, but returned without success ; and 
the trutH is that originally there were not above four or five thousand rupeqs 
in Pulibeet ; but if there had been, what business was it to the gentlemen, see- 
ing that when this war was -first concerted, between you and me, this mreum- 
was never mentioned. Moreover, I am entirely employed about the sum 
agreed to be paid, nor will I be neglectful. 
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Why did the gentlemen talk to me in this way. I was astonished, having 
never experienced from the English gentlemen before that the Ohief was set 
aside ; and I obliged to converse with other gentlemen. With you Sir, andotbeif 
Governors as Lord Olive, &o., I have long had friendship, but never did the 
Chief sit by and every other speak separately. It is now above nine years that 
there has been strict friendship between the English and me, and every day 
increasing ; but I never conceived from our friendship that there would be 
room for the breadth of a hair of dispute, and I have been beyond measure 
employed to prevent^ it. Till now, too, whatever is fit and proper has been 
shewn by the English gentlemen ; except now this extraordinary argument is 
introduced. To you it is known how immense my expenses have been for the 
three past years ; and for performance of the agreement between us, I am 
employed night and day ; but if henceforward at whatever places there may be 
treasure, this sort of demand is to be made, I shall have difficulty therein. 
Yourself are judge whether or not what I write be true ; but never bnd I this 
kind of argument with the. English ; that money in idea, and tlrat was not 
agreed on, should be talked of, and a fresh business, and new discourse be begun, 
and the Chief being displaced, every man urge his own demand forcibly. Do you 
weigh this matter maturely and express your displeasure to the gentlemen, 
that this may not again occur ; and this practice may not happen of setting 
the Chief aside; andtevery man being* his own master, and doing whatever he 
will : in fact this never was the practice with the English Chiefs. You and I are 
now remote from each other ; but my business is with you, who are the head 
of all aifairs. Whomever you confirm as Chief he is so, and no other. Severe 
reprehension is requisite in this matter, that in future anything of a like nature 
may not happen, and that new matters contrary to agreements may not be 
spoken of. I* am perfectly assured of your friendship ; and to whatever agree« 
ments are between us, am I firm. It is projper you repair this, so that it will 
not again happen and our friendship will daily increase. 

Regard what you say and do, and speedily send me a reply ; for from you 
I am full of hope. Having related the whole distinctly to Mr. Middleton, he 
wiU write it. 

R. E. ROBERTS, 
Feraian Interpreter, 


Mr. Francis moves that immediate orders be sent to Mr. Bristow to 
enquire carefully into the present circumstances and situation of . the surviving 
parts of the families of Hafez Rhamit and the other Rohilla Chiefs who were 
taken prisoners by the late Vizier; and to interpose his most urgent and 
strenuous gwd offices with the present Government of Oude to obtain for them 
freedom, united with some certain and honorable provision and maintenance, 
and to report the facts and the consequences of his solicitations, as soon as 
possible. 


Fort William, 

The 14th February 1776. 


} 


P. FRANCIS. 
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Port William, tlje 24tli February 1776. 

a 

At a Cottkcu., present: 

a 

The HoN^BiiB Wareen Hastings, Oovernor-General^ Premdent. 

Hibtjtbnant-Geneeal John Cbaybeing. 

The Hgn’bee George Monson. 

Kichaeb Baewelii, Esq. 

Philip Peancis, Esq. 

Bead and approved tbe Proceedings of the 14th instant. 

The Governor- General farther lays before the Board the following advices which he has 
received from Mr. George Bogle, and as they contain the first information of his meeting with 
the Teshoo Lama, he proposes, as they ’will not be included in the Proceedings sent by this 
despatch, that copies of them shonld be sent numbers in the Packet of the Bute for the satis- 
faction of the Court of Directors. 

Mt. Bogle'* Journal. Agreed Copies be accordingly transmitted by the Bute. 

HoN*BiiB SiE, — I bad the honor to advise you of my arrival on the frontier 
of Thibet in a short address of the 26th October. I lc$t Paridrong next day 
accompanied by some Teshoo Lama’s servants and arrived here on the 12th 
ultimo. 

The Lama received your letter and presents very graciously, and I have 
every reason to be satisfied with his reception. 

Having represented to him your desire of opening a free intercourse of 
trade between the inhabitants of Bengal and this country, he has given me 
assurance of his ready endeavours to bring it about ; but as he intends in a few 
days to return to Teshoo Loombo, his capital, where he will have an oppor- 
tunity of consulting with the merchants, he delays coming to any determination 
at present. In the meantime he has written to Lahassa on the subject, from 
which he expects the arrival of some ofiScers to congratulate him on his return. 

Teshoo Xiama’s character and abilities, his having discovered and placed the 
present Delay Lama in the chair at Potalo, his being favored by the Emperor of 
China, and his having obtained from him the appointment of Gesub Bam- 
backay, the present Chief, give him great influence.’ The seat of Government, 
however, is at Lahassa. The Emperor of China is paramount sovereign and is 
represented by two Chinese officers, who are changed every three years. These 
men are to report to their Court the state of the country, but I am told seldom 
interfere in the management of it, which during Delay Lama’s minority is 
intrusted to Gesub and four Ministers. Teshoo Lama has a number of villages 
and monasteries belonging to him, which are scattered over Thibet, and inter- 
mixed with those of the Delay Ijama. To attempt to explain the nature of a 
Government where so many different interests are blended together would 
oblige me to enter into details, which, as my imperfect knowledge of the 
country might hardly justify,' I at present would rather wish to avoid. I 
take the liberty of enclosing a memorandum of the trade of Thibet and have the 
honor to he, &c. 

Near Ohamnamning, | GEORGE BOGLE. 

The 5th December 1774. ) 


Memorandum by Mr. Boolb on the Trade of Thibet. 

The foreign trade of Thibet is very considerable. Being mountainous, 
o« u»> w* «d production, of naturally bwren, and but thinly peopl^, it requi^ 
Thibet. large supplies from other countries and its valuable 

produOtions furnish it with the means of procuring them. It yields gold. 
miKi P. eowtails. wool, and salt ; coarse woollen clotlLflfld narrow: serge are-ulmost 

iron, nor fruit; nor spices ; the nature of 
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the soil and of the climate prevents the culture of silkt rice, and tobacco, of all 
which articles there is a great consumption ; but the wants of the country will 
best appear from an account of its trade. In this sketch, however, 1 propose only 
to give the outlines, which I will beg leave afterwards to fill up and correct. 

The genius of this Government, like that'of most of the ancient kingdoms 
^ ^ in Hindostan, is favorable to commerce ; no duties 

B orcign mere an . levied On goods, aud trade is protected and free 

from exactions. Many foreign merchants, encouraged by these indulgences, or 
... allured by the prospect of .gain, have settled in 

aB^mirianB. Thibet. The natives of Oashmire, who like the 

Jews in Europe, or the Armenians in the Turkish Empire, scatter themselves 
over the Eastern Kingdoms of Asia and carry on an extensive traffick between 
the distant parts of it, liave formed establishments at Ijahassa and all the 
principal towns in this country. Their agents, stationed on the coast of 
Coromandel, in Bengal, Benares,* Nephaul and Cashmire, furnish them with the 
commodities of these different countries, which they dispose of in Thibet or 

forward to their associates at Seling, a town on the 
Bcquiers. bordcrs of China. The Gossienes, the trading pil- 

grims of India, resort hither in great numbers. Tlieir humble deportment and 
holy character, heightened by the merit of distant pilgrimages, their accounts 
of unknown countries and remote regions, and above all their professions of 
high veneration for the Lamas, procure them not only a ready admittance but 
great favors ; though clad in the garb of poverty, there are many of them 
possessed of considerable wealth ; their trade .is confined chiefly to articles of 
great value and small bulk. It is carried on without noise or ostentation, and 

often by paths unfrequented by other merchants. 
The Calmacks, who with their wives and families 
annually repair in numerous tribes to pay their 
devotions at the Lama’s shrines, bring their camels 
loaded with fur and other Siberian goods. The Booteeas and the other 
inhabitants of the mountains, which form the southern frontier of Thibet, 

are enabled by their situation to supply it as well 
epiau an stau. ■with the commodities of Bengal as the productions 

of their own States. The people of Assam furnish it with the coarse manufac- 
tures of their kingdom. The Chineze, to whose empire this countrjr is subject, 
have established themselves in great numbers at the capital, and by introducing 
the curious manufactures and merchandize of Ghina, are engaged in an extended 

and lucrative commerce ; and thus Lahassa, being 
at the same time the seat of Government and the 
place of the Delay Lama’s residence, is the resort of strangers and the centre 
of communication between distant parts of the world. 

The most considerable branch of commerce is with China ; it is carried 
It * A tu nu- natives of that kingdom, and by the 

* Cashmiriaus and the Lama’s agents who proceed to 

Seling, and sometimes even to Pekin. The imports are coarse tea, of which 
the consumption is immense ; flowered and brocaded sattins of various kinds, 
pelong, handkerchiefs, silk thread, furs, porcelain cups, glass, snuff boxes, 
knives and other cutlery, talents of silver, and some tobacco. The returns are 
made in gold, pearls, coral, chanks, broadcloth, and a trifling quantity of 
With Siberia Bengal cloths. The productions of Siberia are 

‘ ‘ imported chiefly by the Oalmacks, or by the way 

of Seling. They consist of furs, red and black bulgar hides, cowtails, some 
dromedaries, bastard pearls and silver, and are bartered for broadcloth, coral 

and amber beads, spices and gold. The Gashmirians 
naturally engross the trade with their country. It 
is not considerable. The imports are chiefly sugar, 
dried raisins, and other fruits ; the expoits ^re goats, 
wool, and gold. The imports from Assam are spices and timber, mugf^-dooties, 
and other coarse manufactures of silk and linen. The native productions of 
Wia. iw» the Bajah’s ooufttiy tamgbt into Thibet™ 

nee, wrought-iron, coarse woollen cloth, and wmio 
munj^k, which are exchanged for tea and other Chineze commodities, rook 
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salt, wool, sheep skins and narrow frizes for their home consumption. The pro'- 
With Nepiiaui. ductions imp(ftrted from Nephaul are chiefly iron and 

. . rice; but as two countries have been the 

principal channels of communication between Bengal and Thibet, it is necessary 
to give a more particular account of them. 

"While Nephaul was divided among the different States of Catmaund, 

Ancient con.ineroi,i etate of Nephaul. ^^ttau, Badgauud, and Goorka, and remained under 

the Government of Rajahs mdependent of each 
other’s autbon^, every encouragement was given to trade. A very moderate 
duty was levied on goods ; the country, populous and well cultivated, easily 
furnished the means of transporting them, and the merchants, free from spoil or 
exactions, settled in Nephaul and contributed to enrich it at the same time 
that they improved their own fortunes. Some disputes arose among these petty 

Conquert of it by Ooorka. ^ ^arrain, the 

iiajah of Goorka, was called in to take part m the 
quarrel; having subdued the enemy he turned his arms Against his allies; and 
partly by treachery, partly by the exertion of superior abilities, has after a war 
of twenty-five years, made himself master of the whole of the country and 
united it under one Government. 


But although the wealth of Nephaul furnished GooAa with the means by 

Effect of thi. revolution. neglected to cherish the source 

from whence it flowed. Mistrustful of subjects 
disaffected, to his Government he entertained a number of troops on regular pay. 
He disciplined them ; he furnished them with firearms ; he formed an artillery, 
and left nothing undone to render himself formidable ; the stated revenue of 


countries where a standing army had hitherto been unknown was unequal to 
these extraordinary expences, and Goorka, among olher expedients, had recourse 
to imposing high duties on trade in order to defray them. The merchants, subject 
to heavy and arbitraiy fines upon the- most frivolous pretence, or obliged' to 
purchase the protection of a tyrannical Government by presents scarce less 
oppressive, quitted a country where they could no longer enjoy that freedom 
and security which is the life of commerce. The Gossienes, who had formerly 
very extensive establishments in Nephaul, having incurred Goorka’s resentment 
by the assistance which they afforded his adversaries, were driven out of the 
kingdom ; and many of the most wealthy inhabitants, being stripped of their 
possessions or exposed to the exactions of a conqueror, likewise deserted it. Two 
Cashmirian houses only remain, and the Rajah, afraid of their also abandoning 
him, obliges them to give security for the return of such agents as they have 
occasion to send without the boundaries of his dominions. 


The trade between Bengal and Thibet through the Dehe Rajah’s country used 
Trade with BMigai through the Debo formerly to be engrossod wholly by the Booteeas. 
Bajah’a country. Two of the Cashmirian houscs however who fled from 

Nephaul, being unwilling to forego the gainful ' commerce in which they had 
hitherto been concerned, settled at Lahassa, and having obtained permission 
from the Dehe Rajah to transport their goods through his territories established 
agents in Bengal ; but as they ace prohibited from trading in broadcloth and 
some other considerable articles, and as their trafifick is carried on to no great 
extent, and all other merchants are excluded, it by no means compensates the 
loss which Bengal has sustained by the interruption of its commerce through 
Nephaul. 


The commodities of Bengal used also to bo convened into Thibet through 
Through Morung. » Proviuce adjoining to it, which is sub. 

ject to Lahassa; and governed by a Omef stued Benro 
Jung. The faoquiers whep expelled Nephaul generally frequented .this road, but 
being esteemed unhealthy it was not adopted by any creditable merchants. Goorka, 
howeveSf, having extended his conquests over the first of these countries, and 
hAving lately invaded the other, all intercourse is at present interrupted. 


Besides thesh different communications, there is a. road leading from 
* „ ♦ R • ' Banaris and Mirzapoor through the Mustang 

By w«y 0 enarii. oouutry and the hills to the northward of Bulwang 
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Sing’s territories, which are subject to Kajajis who still preserve their independ* 
ence. The more valuable sorts of Bengal goods are sometimes imported into 
Thibet by this channel. But although the merchants travel in perfect security ‘ 
and receive every assistance from these petty Chiefs, the length of the way, the, 
difficulty of the road, through a mountainous and in several places uninhabited 
country, and the intermediate profits upon the goods, render it fat? from 
eligible. Of late years it has become more frequented on account of its being 
almost the only means of communication. 


The principal articles of merchandize between Bengal and Thibet are broad- 
„ ^ . cloth, atter, skins, neel (indigo), pearls, coral, ainber* 

and other beads, ohank, spiccs, tobacco, 8Ugar» 
Malda striped sattins, and a few white cloths, chiefly coarse ; the returns are 
made in gold dust, musk, and cow tails. 

A knowledge of the current specie and of the proportional value of money 
* -ri k . ^ country is of capital importance towards Under- 

e money o i e . standing tllb nature of its trade, but the intricacy 

of the subject and the variety of .circumstances requisite informing a just notion 
of it oblige me at present to mention it only briefly. There are no mints in 
Thibet. Payments are made in talents of China and Tartary in small bulses of 
gold dust or in the coii^ of the former Bajahs of Catmaund and Pattan, which is 
the established specie of the kingdom. The circulation of their rupees, which . 
were of a base standard, proved very beneficial to these Chiefs, and Goorka, as soon 
as he had firmly established bis authority in Nephaul, endeavoured to introduce 
his coin into Thibet. For this purpose he sent a deputation to Lahassa with a 
large sum in rupees struck in his name, and desired the sanction of Govern- 
ment to circulate them through the country. The merchants aware of Goorka’s 
ill'faith refused to accept them, and the Government returned him this artful 
answer, — We are willing to receive your coin, provided that you take back all the 
money of Nephaul which is now in circulation. This condition was neither for 
Goorka’s interest, nor in his power to comply with. Nothing since has been 
done in this important aifair. The old specie continues to pass ; but the channel 
by which it was introduced having been long stopped up, it has rose greatly above 
its former value, as well in proportion to the talents of silver as to the gold 
dust. 


Copy of a letter to CoLONEi. Champion, dated Port William, the 16th February 1776. 

SiB,,-~In the vindication of your conduct which you lately deKvered to the 
Board, you have thought proper to advance several heavy accusations against 
^ me and the late Administration from which it is 

e ovgroorto cone ampion. incumbent On me both to oxculpate myself and 

them ; but the short time remaining between the delivery of your vindication 
and the departure of the 'Pacific, and the load of other business which neces- 
sarily engages my time, will render it impossible for me to prepare my reply 
to your vindication before the departure of that ship on which you have taken 
your passage. I therefore think it necessary to inform you of my intention of 
replying fully to your vindication, not only in defence of my own end the 
conduct of the late Administration from your accusations, but also in examination 
of the charges which the late Vizier preferred against you, particularly that 
respecting the long inaction of the brigade before Lalldang. As these accula- 
tions were addressed to me by the Vizier in my capacity of the first Member of 
the Administration, it became the duty of my station to submit them to enquiry, 
and the method I preferred was to give them to your perusal, never doubting but 
your promised vindication would contain an ample refutation of them ; but it does 
not appear to*me that you have refuted them. I now acquaint you that I shall 
submit these matters to the examination and decision of the Board, aq4 make 
a vei^ free enquiry into such parts of your conduct as have been arraigned by 
the V izier ; and I give you this notice to prevent the supposition of my taking 
advantage of your absence in the prosecuUon of these enquiries, that you may, 
if you think it necessary, defer your departure for. the opportunity, eithfil^^ 
supporting the accusations you have brought against, the late Administration 
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Zi the charges which may appear against’ 

The dely winch hM taken place in this enquiry must he attributed 
VO the length of time which has passed hefoyo the delivery of your vindication. 


I am, &o.f 

WARREN HASTINGS, 
True copy, 

ROBERT PATTON, 

Military Secretary. 


Ordered that copies of the above letters Ijp senl| to the Court of Directors in the Bute's packet 
agreeable to the desire of the Governor-General. 

The Governor-General delivers in the following Minutes containing his 
observations upon those given into the Board in Council the 23rd ultimo by the 
General, Colonel Monson, and Mr. Francis, on which he then gave notice that 
he would make some remarks. ^ 

The General, Colonel Monson, and Mr. Francis, in their letter of appeal to 

The Governor*. Minute. of Directors, havc declared that they meant 

not to see Mahomed Raza Cawn, and assigned their 
reasons for it ; that his acquittal is not yet confirmed by the approbation of the 
Court of Directors ; that they did not know the reasons on which it was founded ; 
and that receiving and returning his visit might imply that they were satisfied 
of his innocence, they thought it therefore safer to decline it until the pleasure 
of the Court of Directors concerning him should be known that to commit 
themselves by demonstration of favor to him which they might afterwards be 
obliged to retract. Notwithstanding this declaration and these reasons, they 
now inform the Board that they have accepted the visit of Mahomed Baza 
Cawn. 


I leave it to them to reconcile the contradiction in this behaviour, and 
shall make no other comment upon it than that it appears to me a pursuance of 
the plan which they have steadily adhered to from the beginning, to take every 
means and opportunity in their power to weaken and discredit my authority. 
Whether this was their real intention or not I am sure it can admit of no other 
interpretation jn the minds of unbiassed persons, since Mahomed Raza Cawn’s 
desire of paying his compliments to them and of visiting them was early and 
repeatedly notified to them by me at his instance, and thoir refusal for reasons 
which still remain in force had been conveyed to him through me ; but on a 
subsequent application from Mahomed Raza Cawn, through other channels, it 
seems, they have not refused to receive his visit. 


With regard to the communication which they received from him and 
which they mean to lay before the Board as far as relates to the interest of the 
Company, I must protest agmnst their proceeding as a dangerous innovation 
and a particular indignity to me as head of this Government. For these gentle- 
men in a self-erected Committee, to the exclusion of the other members, to 
receive information relating to the Company’s affairs, to deliberate upon them 
apart, and to deal them out to the Board at their pleasure, is to assume to them- 
selves a right which I deem to bo unconstitutional, derogatory to the rights of . 
the Governor- General and Council, and which in its consequences may prove 
highly injurious to the Company’s affairs. 


WARREN HASTINGS. 
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